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Lee task force on youths ready to make recommendations 


aving heard the perspectives of Lee 
baer nad police, a specially appointed 
task force is ready to make a series of rec- 
ommendations on how to reduce tensions 
in town among police and local youths and 

ir parents. 
sei re-not looking’ t0:point the blame at 
anybody; we're looking to the future,” says 
task force chairman Steven Cozzaglio. “In 
the long run we will have some very good 
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DeVarennes finds funds 
to keep crossing guards 


LEE — Finance Committee Chairman John E. DeVarennes 


disrupt the residential neighborhood. 
suggestions that I hope the selectmen will 
follow.” : 

The five-person board will meet March 
19, he says, to write down what they per- 
ceive to be the main problems in town and 
a series of recommendations to the select- 
men to help resolve the issues. : 

Although he says it is too early to predict 
what the specific recommendations will 
be, Cozzaglio says the board will most 
likely recommend some in-service training 
for police, new programs in the schools to 
educate students and parents about the 
duties of police, proposals to increase 
communication between police, youths 
and their parents, and possibly a referral 
system where youths can work with police, 
parents and the community to overcome 
problems. : 

The task force has held four meetings 
since it was appointed in January. After 
first meeting with parents, the group met 
last week with several Lee policemen. 

Although police had initially requested 
to meet with the board in executive session, 
the meeting was held in open session last 
Thursday. 

Acting as spokesman for the depart- 
ment, Police Officer James Loring said the 
police have had persistent problems with 
about a half-dozen youths in town and that 
most Lee youths behave well. He added 
that much of the recent controversy was 
fueled by problems police have had in 
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trying to reach parents, the pressures of 
the recession and disrespect from the 
youths. 

Although parents have accused the po- 
lice of using excessive force and being too 
quick to arrest their children for relatively 
trivial issues, Loring said police have acted 
properly. 

“A lot of the kids are not getting a good 
Start,” said Loring who suggested the task 
force was unnecessary. “This is not just a 
problem in Lee. It’s countywide and state- 
wide.”’ 

The discussion with police was followed 
by a presentation from Jim Franz, regional 
manager of the Northeast Regional Cen- 
ter for a Drug-Free School and Commu- 
nity. Franz, a former police officer, told the 
board and Lee police that he used to take a 


old, his name is kept confidential. 


cers. 


insurance costs. 


Lee juvenile sentenced for incident 


A Lee juvenile boy pleaded last week to facts sufficient to warrant a finding of guilty 
for assault and battery of off-duty police officer William Bartini. Because he is 16 years 


The incident prompted an outcry in town because of the alleged reaction to the in- 
cident by police. Some parents and youths say the arrest of the boy, who was allegedly 
sprayed with Mace, was an example of the use of excessive force by some police offi- 


The controversy led to the establishment of a task force to try to find ways to ease 
tension in town among youths, parents and police. : 

The boy’s mother told The Berkshire Eagle that he was placed on probation for a year 
and required to do 15 hours of community service. 


LEE — The Selectmen may 
raise town employees’ health in- 
surance contributions to 25 per- 
cent from 10 percent in order to 
slow the rapid rise in the town’s 


hard-line stance in dealing with youths, but 
had a substantial change ofheart after tak- 
ing part in a peer leadership program. 

Police, he said, can become very con- ; 
Structive in working with youths, parents 
and schools to help them cope with issues 
rather than foster distrust. The center has 
developed programs to assist police in 
working with the community. 

Impressed by Franz, Cozzaglio says the 
task force may ask for Franz to return to 
help the town. 

“Times have changed,” said task force 
member Paul Peracci, an attorney who is 
the son of a state trooper and a former prin- 
cipal. “We have to recognize that kids are a 
product of the times and that must be ad- 
dressed. We have to discuss what’s hap- 
pening and how to handle it.” 
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Insurance premium hike 


urged for Lee employees 


By Ellen G. Lahr 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


Martin H. Deely. 
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In meetings with the Selectmen 


town. 


over the last two weeks, DeV- 
arennes said that the actual cost 
of health insurance for fiscal 1992 
will be $548,900 — $74,000 higher 
than initially budgeted by the 


said he thinks he can take some unused money from Depart- 
ment of Public Works accounts to pay for a number of expenses 
in next year’s uncertain town budget, including the cost of two 
crossing guards. 


Of that $74,000, $62,000 was at- 
tributed to “new sign-ups” 
previously uninsured town em- 
ployees who signed up for insur- 


After hearing a presentation 
| Monday night from Finance 
Committee Chairman John E. 


DeVarennes — 


who urged the 


two-thirds majority vote. 


“These carry-over funds could save some small expendi- 
tures,” DeVarennes told the Selectmen this week. 

Then he added to a crowded meeting, 
the crossing guards are back in.” 

He explained that the public works budget has some unused 
money from projects it has undertaken. 

Public Works Superintendent J, Peter Scolforo said he is not 
sure how DeVarennes is coming up with his figures, “but 
knowing John, it has to be some place.” 

DeVarennes said he has taken a lot of heat about reports that 
the $7,800 for crossing guards next year might be cut or require 
funding through a Proposition 24% override election. 

The crossing guard funds are part of the Police Department 
budget. Police Chief Edward J. Finnegan cut the line item, 
along with $16,000 for a police cruiser, to keep his department’s 
fiscal 1993 budget within 2.5 percent 
Finance Committee has asked all 
their proposed budgets within that limit. 

Crossing guards aside, the committee is predicting an over- 
ride election to fund the new budget, which already promises to 
exceed the town’s levy limit. Town officials expect school costs 
to push the town budget above the limit. 

Last year, an override election failed to garner the necessary 


“Please, somebody say 


of this year’s figure. The 
town departments to keep 


board to implement the increase 
“right away” — the board de- 
cided to meet with the leaders of 
several employee unions in town. 

“It’s not fair to do it without 
letting the unions come in and 
said Selectman 


| 
| 
give . us hell,” 


spouse was laid off. 
That $74,000, plus anoth 


ance, perhaps because an insured 


er 


$39,300 in increases in workers’ 
compensation insurance, vehicle 
insurance and ‘property insur- 
ance, must be funded with avail- 


able funds approved by a special 


town meeting vote before the end 


of the fiscal year. DeVarennes 
said such a meeting would prob- 
ably be held prior to the annual 


town meeting on May 14. 
Including life 


insurance, the 


, total cost of all kinds of insurance 


| for the town will amount 


to 


$831,400 for this fiscal year, mak- 
ing insurance the second biggest 


| tax-supported expenditure 
| town. 


| arennes. 


in 


Even if employee contributions 
| are increased, the special elec- 
tion will be necessary, said DeV- 


| The town is anticipating an- 
| other 10 percent increase in in- 


| surance costs for fiscal 1993. 


| Four plans offered 


The town offers four different 


health insurance plans, all 


of 


which are health maintenance 


organizations. 


| Town Clerk Patricia D. Carlino 


monthly cost for a family plan 
$421.86. 
The employee currently pays 


‘said Berkshire Health Plan has 
the most subscribers, and the 


is 


10 


percent, or $42.18 per month. 
With the increase to 25 percent, 
the employee would pay $105.46 


| per month for a family plan. 


By Ellen G. Lahr 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — With the enthusiasm of 
a football coach and the sincerity 
of a group counselor, the state’s 
regional highway engineer lis- 
tened to town officials’ concerns 
about placing a traffic signal at 
the south end of Main Street. 

“One of the things I’m into is 
honesty,” said Ross B. Dindio, 
speaking to the Selectmen and 
members of the Traffic Commis- 
sion Monday night. 

In all honesty, the pitfalls of the 
proposal seemed to weigh 
heavily, and the Selectmen were 
generally skittish about the idea 
of placing a traffic light at a key 
intersection between the Massa- 
chusetts Turnpike and Tangle- 
wood in Lenox. 

“J think the solution may be 
worse than the problem,” Se- 
lectman Martin H. Deely said 
yesterday. 


Remove islands 


Traffic Commission Chairman 
Edward Forfa suggested that in- 
stead of installing a traffic signal, 
the state Department of Public 
Works simply remove the traffic 
islands to improve the flow of 
cars and re-mark the pavement. 

Dindio said his office will work 
up-such a proposal. 

He acknowledged that although 
a light would help control traffic 
in the busy intersection, it could 
cause some problems. For exam- 
ple, some people will take de- 
tours on residential streets to 
avoid the signal. 

Still, “if the community wants 
it, we'll build it,” he said. 

If the community isn’t inter- 
ested, he’ll take his engineers 
and go away. 

“No longer is the department 
going to push these things down 
people’s throats,” Dindio said. 

Some people at the meeting 
remarked about the possibility 
that a red light on Main Street 
would cause long traffic backups, 
particularly on busy summer 
days. 

Frank V. McCarthy of Navin 
Heights, said that “the whole idea 
is absurd,” and he warned of po- 
tential chaos. 

On Sundays in the summer 
traffic is backed up to the Cran- 
well Resort and Hotel in Lenox, 
he said. 

“This will back it up to Tan- 
glewood,” McCarthy said. 

Several other people expressed 
concern that westbound traffic on 
Park Street will have a constant 
right-turn signal onto Main Street. 
People at the west side of the 
intersection will have to wait for 
gaps in that traffic before making 
a left onto Main. 


DPW willing to yield 
on Lee traffic light 


But Dindio said that is the rule 
at most intersections. 

The main benefit, he said, is 
that traffic turning left onto Main 
Street from West Park Street 
would no longer be threatened by 
vehicles southbound on Main. 
That traffic would be stopped at 
the light. 

Deely asked if the signal will 
make the intersection safer, to 
which Dindio replied, “That’s a 
tough one.” 

He said the traffic signals will 
provide “a semblance of order.” 

“J think, from an engineering 
point of view, it will work It’s a 
safer intersection,” he said. 

There will no doubt be somnie 
fender benders, as in any inter- 
section, but people won't be run- 
ning stop signs, he said. 

After the meeting, the Select- 
men asked the Traffic Commis- 
sion to study the proposal and 
make a recommendation. 

“Forfa made the wisest rec- 
ommendation,” said Deely yes- 
terday. “None of the members of 
the board are enthusiastic about 
putting a light up. I think we're 
all afraid of paralyzing Main 
Street.” . ‘ 
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Lee Selsthnen Probe 
~$100,000 Abatements 


By Monte Morin 


LEE— Prodded by residents, 
the selectmen are looking into 
allegations of impropriety in- 
volving town assessors and over 
$100,000 of tax abatements 
granted to the owners of the fi- 
nancially beleaguered. Oak n’ 
Spruce Resort. 

The allegations were leveled 
by municipal firebrand Joseph 
Castronova, who said that the 
assessors solicited abatements. 

However, the assessors re- 
sponded that they only did what 
was lawful and in the town’sbest 
interests and resented the pub- 
lic cross-examination. “We're not 
here to be on any kangaroo court 
for Mr. Castronova,” said As- 
sessor Edward “Buddy” Briggs 
at a March 2 selectmen’s meet- 
ing. 

According to Castronova, 
Town Treasurer Patricia Carlino 
sent a letter to a New Jersey 
bank inviting officers to apply 
for a 1990 abatement and sug- 
gesting that they seek a com- 
Mensurate abatement the fol- 
lowing year. The abatements ° 
were eventually granted, said 
Castronova: $45,000 for 1990 and 
$59,000 for 1991. The secondone 
was granted before property 
revaluations were completed and 
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Continued from Al 


thought had transpired, he re- 
sponded, “Uh, oh, now I’m in 
trouble.” 

Selectman Chair Joseph 
DuPont alone seemed genuinely 
interested in finding out whether 
or not the town hall employees’ 
zealous efforts to recoup back 
taxes had caused them to cut 
corners. 


the new tax rate set, he said. 

. While they said that public 
discussion of certain matters 
could invite legal action, the as- 
sessors and Carlino said they 
were eager to gain payment on 
back taxes and were willing to 
waive interest penalties. 

_ Becausethe town hasinitiated 
time-consuming tax-taking pro- 
cedures against the owners of 
Oak n’ Spruce, Carlino said it 
may have taken several years 
for the town to collect and denied 
that she solicited abatements. 

According to Assessors Chair 
William Derrick, abatements are 
normally granted on the basis of 
hardship, military service, old 
age, handicaps and incorrect 
valuations. 

During a sometimes stormy 
meeting, a few residents said 
they were irked that the owners 
of the resort seemed to be re- 
ceiving special attention. 

Initially, the majority of se- 
lectmen said they did not think 
further investigation was war- 
ranted. However, it was clear 
that their grasp on what had 
actually happened was ex- 
tremely sweaty. When residents 
asked avuncular Selectman 
Martin Deely to explain what he 


Continued on A12 


wry - 


sd. cKpriage™ ao 


Lee Probing $100,000 in Abatemenits- 


Dupont. “But there are a lot of 
people upset about this.” 
Finally, Selectman Diane P. 
Roosa moved that the board 
check things out after resident 
Marguerite A. Tristany scolded 
the board for failing to act. 
“So many people are concerned 
about this that I can’t see how 
you people can’t write a letter to 
the assessors to find out what 


sors did anything illegal,” said | 
| 
| 


“No one’s saying the asses- happened.” : 2) ti aS 


Tipping Off 


Lee-Lenox, _ 
the aftermath 


: e in the Eagle sports de- 

\ X } partment fancy ourselves 

sages of whatever particular 
sport we happen to be covering at the 
time. Most of the time, I realize that 
what I believe to be wisdom is actually 
familiarity. You get to know these 
athletes as a group better than just 
about anyone else; thus, you get the 
false impression that you “know” more 
than others. This is rarely true. 

This was brought home emphatically 
to this space Saturday morning, when 
Lenox shocked the Lee girls’ basket- 
ball team 43-42 in the Division 3 West- 
ern Mass. championship game. 

The conventional widsom preceding 
Saturday’s game was that Lenox 
needed an outstanding effort from 
scoring machine Samantha Herrick 
and a flawless game from point guard 
Sherry Zabian to even stay in the 
game. Winning the contest'was almost 
out of the question. It would have 
probably required the greatest indi- 
vidual performance from Herrick 
since Achilles slew Hector. 

This was based on what your corre- 
spondent still believes was sound 
logic. Lee High is, without a doubt, 
one of the best-coached, fundamen- 
tally sound, mentally tough teams in 
the state. Probably in New England. 
Notice I did not qualify my statement 
by saying “girls’ teams” or “girls’ high 
school teams.” I can safely include 
most college squads in this equation 
as well. 

Before Cathleen Miller or Kerry 
Mularezyk come down from Williams- 
town to dance on my head, let me 
explain. The point is not that Lee 
would beat college teams; the point is, 
the Wildcats make good decisions on 
the court. They help out on defense. 
They are cool under fire. No coach 
could ask more of a team. 

And they did most of these things 
Saturday. (No team, with the possible 
exception of the 1973 UCLA Bruins, 
ever does everything right.) The Wild- 
cats boxed out. They played excellent 
defense, particularly on Herrick, and 
they never panicked when they got : 
behind. And still they lost. i 

So what happened? 

What happened can be explained 
easily by a look at the latter stages of 
Saturday’s game, courtesy of colleague 
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Lee-Lenox 
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Brian Sullivan. Let’s take a look. 

3:30 — LEE: Forfa, leaner in 
the lane; 38-37, Lee. 

2:33 — LEN: Maturevich, 
jumper from Zabian; 39-38, Lenox. 

2:22 — LEE: Skowron, drive; 40- 
39, Lee. 

1:40 — LEN: LeComte, 
footer; 41-40, Lenox. 
| 1:36 — LEE: Forfa, two free 
| throws; 42-41, Lee. 

0:01 — LEN: Herrick, putback; 
43-42, Lenox. 

. Notice that the running score is 
not studded with Sam Herrick’s 
name. Michelle Maturevich 
stepped up with 10 points for the 
\game, Shannon Hoff came 
through off the bench with seven 
and Terri LeComte’s hoop down 
the stretch caught nothing but 
| string. 

In the two previous games be- 
tween the two teams, Lenox re- 
lied pretty much on the Sam 
‘Herrick show, and with good 
reason. Herrick is almost impos- 
sible to stop in low, and she can 
/hit from the outside as well. The 
jurge to throw the ball to her and 
watch her smoke is probably al- 
most unbearable. 

But in the latter stages of the 
first two games, everybody in the 
gym knew who Lenox would get 
the ball to on offense. For a team 
as good defensively as Lee, that 
was too much of a head start. 
| On Saturday night, for the first 
time this year, the Lee defenders 
weren’t 100 percent sure it would 
be Herrick who got the ball on 
| €very possession, and they were 
/also aware that other Lenox 

players were ‘hitting big shots. 
| Make no mistake, this added 
| wrinkle certainly didn’t demoral- 
ize the Wildcats; but what it did 
| do was convince Lenox it had a 
_ shot. And when the Millionaires 
| got control of the ball with 3.2 

seconds left under the Lee hoop, 
| they had the perfect player — 

Herrick — to take the last shot to 

win the game. And she did. 

Look. Had anyone told me 
| Herrick would get 18 points 

(about five below her average) 
_and Zabian would score only four 


| ; 
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revisited 


(about six below hers), I would 
have guessed a Lee victory by 


about 20 


points. But Lenox 


_ proved Saturday that it had a few 


other people who could play the 


game, 


One quick note about the clock, 
Whether time expired or didn’t 
expire when Herrick shot is moot. 
Your correspondent saw the ball 
leave Herrick’s hands a_ split 
second before the horn sounded. 
(And I definitely heard a horn.) 
That’s two points. Can a player 
get off two shots in 3.3 seconds? 
(Herrick shot, grabbed the re- 
bound and laid it in for the win- 
ning points.) I guess so. Can a 
bumblebee fly? If a solitary tree 
falls in the woods, does it make a 
sound? Any more questions? 


Anyway, 
after the 
goal and le 

Finally, 
come up 


time it all you want 
fact. I say, count the 
t's get on with things. 

let no one from Lee 
to this correspondent 


and tell me about the Wildcats’ 
disappointing season. I hate to 
scold people, but I was already 
hearing it as I left the Civic Cen- 
ter. The team did everything it 
could; it was beaten when a great 
player made a great play. Hap- 
pens all the time. Ask Ralph 


Branca. 


Schmidinger 9th 


in Cup down 
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_ Equals career best on world circuit 


VAIL, Colo. — Krista Schmidi- 
nger of Lee, Mass., equalled her 
best World Cup finish ever yes- 
terday, placing ninth in a down- 
hill race here. 

Schmidinger, 21, who was 12th 
in the Olympic downhill last 
month, was the top U.S. skier in 
yesterday’s World Cup race, fin- 
ishing in 1 minute, 44.17 seconds. 
That equalled her career best, 
which coincidentally was a ninth 
place in last year’s downhill at 
Vail. 

“I had a good run today and I 
have improved from the last 
couple of training runs,’ said 
Schmidinger, who was 11th, 1ith 
and 13th in training runs this 
week. “I need to take it step by 
step and keep it coming along for 

me.” 

German teen-age sensation 
Katja Seizinger held off Olympic 
gold medalist Kerrin Lee-Gartner 
to win yesterday’s race and clinch 
the downhill title for the season. 

Seizinger, 19, who entered this 
season not expecting to win a 
World Cup race, let alone the 
title in the downhill discipline, 

| captured her third victory of the 
‘season by a mere 3/100ths of a 
second. if 

Seizinger was timed in 1 
minute, 43.46 seconds. Lee- 

| Gartner of Canada, skiing imme- 
diately after Seizinger, | was 
quicker on the flat, top portion of 


/ 


Krista Schmidinger 
Ties her World Cup best 


the course but lost precious sec- 
onds near the finish and had a 
clocking of 1:43.49. 

Schmidinger’s U.S. teammate 
Hilary Lindh of Juneau, Alaska, 
the Olympic silver medalist in 
downhill, tied for 11th in 1:44.43. 

A super giant slalom is sched- 
uled here today. 
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Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — An saa 
noisseur of open space is prepar- 
ing to purchase and preserve 
more than 300 acres of open land 
adjacent to October Mountain 
State Forest in East Lee, the 
Planning Board learned last 
night. 

George S. Wislocki, director of 
the Berkshire Natural Resources 
Council, unfurled maps showing 
that the property includes the in- 
famous Lee Lake, which flooded 
east Lee in 1886 and again in 1968. 
The lake is but a swamp now, 


- though Wislocki described the 


area as “just plain exquisite.” 

‘Wislocki declined to disclose 
the purchase price or name the 
buyer, but he said the man is “a 
loyalist of ours” who “shuns pub- 
licity.” After the purchase, the 
owner, American Chestnut Realty 
Trust, will deed it to the Natural 
Resources Council, which will, in 
turn, seek to convey the tract to 
the October Mountain State For- 
est, he said. 

The property, which is acces- 
sible from North Becket Road, 
includes a subdivision that was 
developed in the 1960s by the 
Cromwell-Wright Co. There are 10 
houses in the subdivision, and 


plans to protect land in Lee 


ast remaining assets to be sold, 
said Wislocki. 

Without any debate, the Plan- 
ning Board approved an applica- 
tion confirming that subdivision 
approval is not required for the 

ro 5 
: Me said that people who 
own houses in the subdivision 
will benefit from having perpet- 
ual open space in their back 
yards. 

“I'd think there would be some 
pretty happy campers up there 
knowing their property will be 
preserved,” he said. 

Lee Lake was formed when the 
Cromwell-Wright Co. built a dam 
in the 1960s. But on March 24, 
1968, the dam blew out, causing a 
major flood. ‘ 

On April 20, 1886, an earlier 
dam there also broke. The result- 
ing flood killed seven people. 
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four remaining lots. Three of | 


those lots will be purchased and 
added to the open space acreage, 
which totals between 320 and 330 
acres, said Wislocki and surveyor 
Michael Parsons. 

Wislocki said that the Clark- 
Aiken Co. now owns the property. 
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325 acres in Lee to 
preserved forever 


is poised to acquire about 325 


mous benefacto; 
which includes M 
filiated with 
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~ land to the council. 
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The Berkshire Natural Resources Council 


undevel- 


Oped acres in East Lee to preserve the land 


: i, director of the land 
Preservation Organization, says an anony- 

T will buy the Property, 
ud Pond, from a trust af- 
Clark-Aiken for an undis- 
= closed amount and then will convey the 


The land was put up for auction in bank- 
ruptcy proceedings last fall but no bids 


were made for 


the parcel. Wislocki 


Says the 


council became interested in the property 


after the auction. 


Portions of the land will be divided to 
extend existing housing lots and add four 
islocki 


Possiblity this will go to 


gi 
the Lee Land Trust,” Wislocki Says. 
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By Ellen G. Lahr 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — The Lee Education As- 
sociation, which represents 76 
school employees, objects to a 
Selectmen’s plan that would uni- 
laterally hike town employees’ 
health insurance co-payments 
from 10 to 25 percent. 

LEA President Neil F. Clarke 
told the Selectmen Monday night 
that any increase in school em- 
ployees’ health insurance co- 
payments must be negotiated with 
the union. 

“'m more than willing to ex- 
plore ways to deal with the rising 
cost of health insurance, but any 
changes have to be negotiated,” 
Clarke said. His union recently 
completed lengthy contract nego- 
tiations that gave the employees a 
3 percent wage increase. 

The Selectmen, however, claim 
they have the right, by law, to 
increase employee contributions 
to health insurance up to 50 per- 


types of insurance has skyrock- 
eted to more than $800,000 for this 
year, and town officials anticipate 
another big hike for next-year’s 
premiums. A special town meet- 
ing is anticipated before the end 
of this fiscal year to pay for ap- 
proximately $113,000 in unex- 
pected insurance increases. 


Freeing up funds 


Selectmen Chairman Joseph F. 
DuPont said that raising the 
amount employees contribute to 
their insurance premiums will 
mean the town can spend about 
$80,000 on other needed expendi- 
tures next year. 


| DuPont also said that collective 
bargaining agreements with three 
_ town employee unions state that 
; the employees may be required to 
_ pay up to 25 percent of their 
health insurance premiums. 
“It would seem obvious to me 
that we could unilaterally raise 


cent of the premium. 
: The cost of health and other 


voce 


town election. 


“T want to finish something that I started -- basically 
what that comes down to is the reorganization of town 
government and getting an administrator on board,” 
Dupont says."I’m dedicated and I’m trying to do what 


is best for the town.” 


| _ Lee Planning Board members Aldo Pascucci and | 
Gordon Bailey are both seeking the three-year term 


on the Selectmen. 


Pascucci, Bailey and Dupont are all running as in- 
dependent candidates saying they do not want to be 
beholden to any constituency in town. Dupont origi- 
nated a proposal last year to abolish the town’s two- 
party sytem in local government in favor of a non- 


partisan government. 


Dupont and his fellow selectmen have been the tar- 
get of weekly criticism from a group of residents who 
dispute many of the board’s actions or inactions. 

“T guess I’m a glutton for punishment,” Dupont 


says. “It’s taken my three years to feel comfortable in 
the job. I think I understand the issues better than 
most people .” 
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Dupont runs for re-election 
Creating a three-way race for Lee Selectman, Se- 


lectmen Chairman Joseph Dupont says he will run for 
re-election as an independent candidate in the May 
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files objection to 
co-payment hike 


insurance co-payments from 10 to 
25 percent,” said DuPont. “We 
could go to 50 percent, but we’re 
not.” 

Selectman Martin H. Deely said 
the board is inclined to impose 
the hike but will speak further 
with employee representatives. 

In other business, the board 
received an update from DuPont 
regarding the status of the search 
for a new town administrator. 

DuPont said the field of 107 
applicants has been narrowed 
down to eight, who will be inter- 
viewed Saturday and Sunday in 
closed-door sessions. Three fi- 
nalists will then be chosen and 
interviewed at a public meeting 
at a later date, he said. 

The board also: 

> Voted unanimously to pro- 
hibit service organizations from 
raising money by setting up “toll 
gates” on town roads to collect 
money from motorists. The board 
agreed that the practice has got- 
ten out of hand and created traf- 
fie problems, particularly in the 
summer. 

> Voted 2-1 to award the An- 
nual Town Report printing job to 
Lee printer Jack Murphy for a 
cost of $3,035. His was not the 
lowest bid, but DuPont and Se- 
lectman Diane Roosa agreed to 
award him the contract because 
he is conveniently located in 
town and did a good job on last 

year’s town report. Deely ob- 
jected, favoring the lowest bid of 
$2,750 from Quality Printing Co. of 
Pittsfield. 

> Received word from District 
1 Highway Engineer Ross Dindio 
that the state DPW plans to pro- 
ceed with the reconstruction of 
the Woodland Road bridge. 

> Learned from Chamber of 
Commerce President Mary K. 
Bradbury that the chamber is 
planning an outdoor event June 
20 on property behind Lee Bank. 
Called “Tastful-Lee,” the event 
will feature the fare of 27 differ- 
ent eateries in Lee, she said. 
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Lee narrows field to eight 


applicants for administrator job 
Describing a field of eight semi-finalists as “an excel- 


Dupont says none of the candidates is from Berkshire 
County, the majority are from Massachusetts and a few 
are from outside the state. The town received 100 applica- 


lent” group of candidates, the Lee Town Administrator _ tions for the job. Eee ‘s y 
Search C. ittee will pick three finalists next week after Dupont originally opposed including town employees 
interviewing the candidates this weekend. On the seven-person search committee but now Says he is a ; ; ) 


“It’s a swimsuit contest right now,” says Lee Selectmen 


convert. “It’s worked out very well and is very democratic. 
Chairman Joseph Dupont. “I’m very impressed with the 


I'm impressed by the way it has worked out,” Dupont says. 
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wth reflects both the rap 
home health care and the firm 
of the Lee VNA as an inde- 
mmunity-based health-care — 
_ provider that stands in sharp contrast to 


> corporatization 


many years a 
SNAG 5 


nd left money to the Lee 


_ The expansion of the facility follows a the 
growth period for the Lee VNA that did shire 
‘not jump each year, but rather pole- 
Ee a ean alle 


Lee VNA expands into 
the Tracy House 


Continued from page 1 


An older population and the increasing tendency of 
hospitals to discharge patients earlier has led to a rise in 
home health-care service. The VNA has also taken part in 
a growing homemaker service program with Elder Serv- 
ices of the Berkshires. < 

Lee VNA Business Manager Mary Garner says the most 
dramatic surge occurred after 1989 when a Medicare law- 
Suit meant that more money became available for home 
health care. In the effort to cut medical costs, Schutzmann 
says, the medical community is relying more on home 
health care. 

“The trend has been toward home care vs. high-tech 
care in the hospitals,” Schutzmann says. “On the other 
hand, there’s more high-tech needed in the homes.” 

That switch has forced the VNA to upgrade its nursing 
skills to remain competitive and responsive to the commu- 
nity. “As an agency we focus on the community and try to 
give a very personalized direct service. We certainly have 
to be aware of maintaining our share of the market,” 
Schutzmann says. “We've been able to grow and maintain 
our community base.” 


All told, the Lee VNA makes about 3,000 calls a month. 
The agency is the official provider of health care in Lee, 
Tryingham, Becket, Blandford, Otis, Sandisfield, Ch- 
ester, Middlefield and Stockbridge. The agency, however, 
Provides services to virtually all south-county towns and 
some central Berkshire communities too. 


ich of the medical field nationally and 

erkshire County. Schutzmann says 
VNA has relied heavily on the Berk- 
ited Way and the Southern Berk- 
shire Foundation to help pay for services 
to all those needing nursing assistance. 


that has overtaken _ployees has risen from 20 to 70. 


vie er 


But while the business of the VNA grew, its wooden 
building did not change. The VNA has managed to shoe- 
horn its services into the wooden building through ingenu- 
ity and patience. 

“It’s been crowded for the last couple of years, but it gets 
worse and worse with each passing week,” Schutzmann 
Says. Two second-story 10-foot-by-12-foot rooms are 
used as offices for between 10-and-12 nurses, she says. Al- 
though usually not all the nurses are in the office at the 
same time, Schutzmann says that it does happen on occa- 
sion, thus giving each person 12 square feet of space to 
work in. 

“It makes it hard for them to think,” she says.The Lee 
VNA has been seeking a place to relocate for a while, she 
says. Initial plans to move into one large building weren’t 
realized, however, so the agency decided to expand to the 
adjacent building. The two properties are linked and 
straddle the west side of the Park Street and High Street 
corner. 

Schutzmann says the expansion cost is being paid by a 
mortgage and a down payment made available with 
$32,500 that was left to the Lee VNA by former Lee Eng-, 
lish teacher Lena Beal. 

“The minute we move in, the rooms will be filled,” 
Schutzmann says of the expansion. “What it’s going to do 
is let us spread out. We won’t be adding any new programs, 
but we'will be giving our staff better working conditions.” 

Schutzmann says the VNA will gradually move into the 
building this month with the hopes of holding the VNA’s 
annual meeting in the Tracy House March 31. 

“We've been able to cope up to now because the people 
who work here believe in what we do,” Schutzmann says. 
“That’s kept the lid on things. People here have always 
been willing to give more and more. We've grown quite a 
bit and we’re optimistic about our future.” 


x 


Since moving to the Stratton House in 
980, the VNA has tripled the number of - 

owns it covers from three to nine, the an- \ 
nual budget has soared from $250,000 to 

almost $2 million and the number of em- 


In addition, the duties of the agency has 
been expanded to include more technical 
and responsible nursing skills and to 
handle the increasingly complicated 
regulatory and insurance paperwork. 

Continued on page 13 
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Tasteful Lee 


Saying that Lee is worth celebrating, the Lee Chamber 
of Commerce will hold a food festival for the town on 
June 20. : 

“The Chamber of Conimerce wants to bring back a 
celebration -- a festival of the town for eateries,” says 
chamber President Mary Bradbury. “We're going to 
hold it before the tourist season. It’s going to be for the 
town.” 

Lee used to hold an annual Sale-ebration event that 


| attracted thousands of people each summer. 


As part of the rejuvenation of the chamber, however, 
Bradbury says the group would like to bring back a sum- 
mer event to draw attention to Lee restaurants and busi- 
nesses. Called Tasteful Lee, the food-tasting event will 


| be held behind Lee Savings Bank off West Park Street, 


Bradbury says. 
“We're Starting out small and simple, Bradbury told 


| the Lee Selectmen Monday. 
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Lee park plans 


Plans for a proposed office and light industrial 
park off state Route 102 in Lee envision a campus- 
like atmosphere for the business center that 
would be all but invisible to residential neighbors. 

Describing the appearance of the industrial 
Park, professional planners told Lee develop- 
ment and planning officials last week that the in- 
dustrial park could be used for Tecreational activi- 
ties, such as walks, jogging and even tennis, 

“In some industrial Parks, tennis courts and 
other recreational facilities are-used during the 
weekends,” says Liz Thompson, a planner and 
Student at the UMass-Amherst department of 
graduate studies in landscape architecture and re- 
gional planning. The existing plans for the Route 
102 park do not include tennis courts now, but they 
will include hiking trails through the woods on the 
77-acre property. 

The trails typify the extent to which planners are 
trying to make the industrial park acceptable to 
the town and neighbors. Although initial plans 
called for making all the buildings completely out 
of sight of all abutters, Chris Reid, assistant direc- 
tor of the UMass Center for Rural Massachusetts, 
convinced the board last week that that goal was 


Nevertheless, the plan calls for extensively 
Screening the industrial park from neighbors and 
using as much of the Open space on the property as 
Possible while at the same time providing indus- 
trial, warehouse, office and commercial space for 
as Many as 1,000 workers. 

Lee planners are ready to proceed with the proj- 
€ct now that the Massachusetts Land Bank has 
agreed to assist with the financing of the park and 
Provide technical expertise. 

Two main hurdles remain, however. 

One is to get approval from town representa- 
tives for a new zoning district at the tty. Reid 
and Thompson have completed a rendering to 
show what the park could look like with the zoning 
Proposal and hope to provide a three-dimensional 
model of the project at the end of this month. 

The planning board has deliberated over the 
zoning district for more than two years, but is now 
ready to bring the package to a special town meet- 
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progress 


Planners Liz Thompson and Chris Reid de- 
scribe what park could look like. 
ing sometime in the 

“So far I haven’t heard of any objections,” 
David Bruce, Lee Community Developmen 
Corp. president. “It's very important for the town. 
Look at Mountain Mill. They closed their doors 
and that’s 40 jobs. We have to replace those jobs. 
Not only that, we have to keep the jobs we have.” 

Westfield River Paper Co. closed the East Lee 
mill last month, saying the plant was inefficient. 
The goal of the Projected industrial park would be 
to provide inexpensive, fully serviced land for 
businesses to build new State-of-the-art buildings 
for their businesses. 
_ Lee CDC officials Say they have had a few inquir- 
ies from prospective businesses about locating in 
the park and E.C.H. Will Manufacturing Co. is still 
a candidate for moving its Lee factory there. 

The second obstacle is the Prospect of removing 
hazardous waste from the property, which was 
used as the town dump until 1960, A year ago, offi- 


cials believed the hazardous-waste issue would © 


kill the project. 
But after further investigation and the appear- 


ance of the Massachusetts Land Bank’s deep pock- — 


to have subsided. 

“T don’t think it’s going to turn out to be as biga 
Problem,” Reid says. “It seems like pretty develo- 
pable land. It’s got a lot going for it.” 


Three-Way Battle for Selectman's Post Looms 


In Lee; Charges ofApathy,InsensitivityLeveled | 


LEE— Charging town offi- 
cials with apathy and insensitiy- 
ity, two planning board mem- 
bers have risen to challenge Se- 
lectman Chair Joseph DuPont in 
the May 18 election, Aldo 
Pascucci and Gordon Bailey. 

‘Tm a person who listens to 
people in the community,” said 
selectman candidate Pascucci, of 
Devon Road. “That would deter- 
mine 95 percent of how I would 
vote.” 


Pascucci, 69, currently sits on 
the Planning Board and is re- 
tired. He once managed Lee 
Hardware and owned Lee Main 
Street Jewelers for seven years. 
He and his wife Ali, have three 
grown children and seven 
grandchildren. 


While he said he needed to 


research issues more closely be- 
fore commenting on town poli- 


cies, Pascucci said it was most 
important for the town to live 
within its fiscal means and 
eliminate overrides. 

. The WW II veteran said thatt 
townspeople were being ignored 
by town officers and he would 
work hardest at correcting that. 

Pascucci, who also serves as a 


District Four representative, 
was very active in youth base- 
ball leagues and will run as an 
Independent. 

The second challenger, Bai- 
ley, said he would bring an en- 
thusiastic and positive attitude 
to the board. 

“They need to look ahead a 
little more,” said the 38-year-old 
contractor. “If they don’t start 
looking beyond the town’s 
boundaries, they'll never stop 
reacting to problems. They 
should be working at creating 
our own environment.” 

Last year, the Route 102 resi- 
dent ran unsuccessfully against 
Selectman Martin Deely. Bailey 
has lived in Lee for 26 years. He 
and his wife Jane, have three 
daughters. Bailey is active in 
the Masons and helped to orga- 
nize the first Masonic run from 
Pittsfield to Boston to raise 
money for D.A.R.E. 

As president of the contract- 
ing firm Gray Haven Inc., Bai- 
ley said he understood the ben- 
efit of good planning and was 
opposed to indiscriminate de- 
velopment. “I’m not a pushy 
builder. We have laws to live by 
in this town as far as conserva- 


1 


tion, and I feel that strict en- 
forcement is better than no en- 
forcement.” 

Bailey said that as a select- 
man, he would help promote pro- 
grams that would offer part-time 
municipal jobs to high school 
students. “It would be town ori- 
ented and help out with their 
social life. I'd also like to tap into 
the talents of the elderly.” 

Town elections will be held 
May 18, although ballots will be 
streamlined due to the adoption 
of a town manager form of gov- 
ernment. Positions like the town 
clerk, board of assessors, trea- 
surer and health board will be 
appointed by the town adminis- 
trator. 

On May 18, residents will vote 
for one selectman, a moderator, 
a five-year planningboard mem. 
ber, two school committee 
members and one member of the 
housing authority. 

The Democratic caucus is 
slated for April 10 at the Lee 
Senior Center, while the Repub- 
lican caucus will occur on April 9 
at the Lee Central School. Can- 
didates selected at the caucuses 
are not required to get nomina- 
tion papers. 
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Lee committeé | 


on police relations 


enters final phase 


— The police-community 
tet task force will cape 
again. March 19 to draw up + 
recommendations for apt 
police procedures and paren 

ess. 
avewe'll be defining what the 
problems are and coming up Mer 
some recommendations,” sal 
committee Chairman Steven Coz- 
zaglio. “It'll be a task force con- 

The. task force has been exam- 
ining relations between the po- 
lice and the community for bore 
| weeks, speaking with parents an 
police officers to determine the . 
causes of escalating tensions. | 
There was a series of ae | 
plaints about how police hand e 
juvenile offenders and their par- 
ents, and police aired their own 
frustrations with some parents 
- lack of supervision of their teen- 
agers and their lack of knowledge 


~ | about laws and their rights. 


i i :30 in 
The meeting will be at 6: 
the former courtroom in Town 


Hall. | 


PLEASE 


WATCH 
YOUR STEP 


Mary Bradbury holds a handrail yesterday at the Lee 
Chamber of Commerce’s home of the last two years, a 


Lee chamber losing 


By Ellen G. Lahr 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — The Chamber of Com- 
merce, which has an office in a 
train caboose behind Sullivan 
Station restaurant on Railroad 
Street, is again in search of a 
home, preferably a free space in 
a town building. 

“All we need is a desk, a chair, 
a file cabinet and nine hours a 
week,” chamber president Mary 
K. Bradbury said yesterday. 

But she got little encourage- 
ment from the Selectmen at their 


meeting this week when she 
asked for space in the Airoldi 
Building, behind the Senior Cen- 
ter on Railroad Street. The board 
said the Public Works Depart- 
ment has not completed its space 
evaluation of the town-owned 
building. 

Bradbury said yesterday the 
town has shown reluctance to 
give free space to any organiza- 
tion that isn’t part of municipal 
government. But the chamber’s 
influence is growing, she said, 
and it should be recognized as 
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Craig F. Walker / Berkshire Eagle Staff 


caboose that will be unavailable after this month. Bradbury 
says she is confident of finding new office space. 


caboose quarters 


contributing to Lee’s well-being. 

“We provide a tax base, we 
promote the community for the 
benefit of all and we provide 
jobs,” she said. 

The chamber’s meetings were 
once sparsely attended, but 
business owners now show up 
regularly and get involved in a 
variety of matters affecting the 
town’s commercial enterprises. 


Bradbury said the chamber is | 


publishing a town brochure and a 
calendar of annual events. Mem- 
bers are represented on town 


boards, such as the Community 
Development Committee. The 
chamber organizes a spring 
beautification project involving 
Scouts and other service groups, 
and offers a scholarship for Lee 
High School students. It is plan- 
ning a festival of local restaura- 
teurs for June 20. 

“We're not just the Christmas 
lights committee,” Bradbury told 
the Selectmen. 

The chamber has always oper- 
ated a small tourist information 
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Bee helps 


By Brian Sullivan 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


The Lee-Lenox sports rivalry 


_ can often be a bitter one. But 


both of those Southern Berkshire 
County towns got together late 
Saturday afternoon to help wel- 
come back the Lenox High girls’ 
basketball team, which earlier in 
the day in Worcester had de- 
feated Notre Dame Academy of 
Tyngsboro 51-47 to capture this 
year’s Division 3 state title. 

Lenox had defeated Lee in the 
Western Mass. Division 3 cham- 
pionship game, a hard-fought 43- 
42 win that ended with a basket 
by Lenox’s Samantha Herrick at 
the buzzer. But if anyone in Lee 
held a grudge, it was hard to tell 
Saturday. 

Plans had been made by the 
Lenox Volunteer Fire Depart- 
ment to give the Millionaires a 
ride around town on one of the 
fire trucks. The townspeople of 
Lee, however, beat Lenox to the 
punch. A fire truck from the Lee 
volunteer company met the Lenox 
vehicle at the Massachusetts 
Turnpike exit in Lee and es- 
corted the team to the Lenox line. 

Many of the Lee citizenry lined 
the streets along the way, waving 
and offering good wishes to the 
Lenox players, who were seated 
on the Lenox vehicle. 


“The people of Lee showed a 
lot of class,” Lenox coach Fred 
Lafave said. “After all, their team 
was going for a fourth straight 
State title and we beat them. The 
girls were overwhelmed, me in- 
cluded.” 


The Lee part in the celebration 
wasn’t planned, according to 
Lafave. But the phone at the Lee 
firehouse had been ringing off 
the hook with people asking if 
something extra could be done. 

A large banner declaring the 
Millionaires state champions was 
waiting on their arrival in Lenox. 

The Lenox girls might have 
been overwhelmed, but they were 
also a little cold. The tempera- 
ture had dropped into the 20s by 
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The elation of victory shows on the face of Lenox’s Shannon Hoff (12), who leads the 
celebration after Saturday’s 51-47 win over Notre Dame of Tyngsboro in the state final. 


the time they arrived from Wor- 
cester. 

“It was freezing on the truck,” 
said Herrick, who closed out her 
career at Lenox as Berkshire 
County’s all-time scoring leader 
(2,055 points). “So we did shorten 
the ride a little bit.” 

Lafave recalled a similar vic- 
tory ride in 1969, when his team 
won a Berkshire County division 
title. 

“My point guard that year was 
Tony Salvatore,” he recalled. “He 
had just come out of the shower 
before we got on the truck. There 
was snow falling on Walker Street 
when we left. And Tony’s hair 
froze straight up.” 

The cold in each case was sec- 
ondary to the warm glow of vic- 
tory. 

“Something about that emo- 
tion,” Lafave said. 

For Herrick, yesterday morning 
provided a mix of emotions. The 
state title was great, but her hoop 
career at Lenox was over. 

“It was the weirdest feeling,” 
Herrick said. “I was happy, and I 
still felt so incredibly sad.” 


Fog nl43 


Incredible may always be the 
best way to describe Lenox’s six- 
game run to the title. The Mil- 
lionaires lost two emotional 
games to Lee during the regular 
season, were thumped by Wah- 
conah at home on the night Her- 
rick set the Berkshire County 
scoring record and were handled 
routinely by Taconic. . 

What happened to turn around 
the team that could draw only a 
sixth seed in the Western Mass. 
Division 3 tournament? 

“We had a team meeting [with- 
out Lafave] before Western Mass. 
began,” Herrick said. “The team 
had basically given up. We 
weren’t playing to our potential, 
and it seemed like the whole 
team had quit. 

“Everybody had something to 
say at that meeting, and it helped 
clear the air. We decided the 
potential was there to put to- 
gether two good weeks. And we 
did. Practices picked up, and ev- 
ery time we won we gained more 
confidence. Winning became 
contagious, and we just kept it 
going.” 
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In the Berkshires 


Suspicious fire damages Lee duplex 


LEE — An unoccupied duplex apartment house on School Street 
was badly damaged yesterday by a suspicious fire that started in a 
second-floor hallway, the deputy fire chief said. : 

Deputy Chief Alan Sparks said yesterday that a state police arson 


investigator is investigating the cause of the fire, which started at 
around 11 am. He said Lee Police were attempting to notify the 


owner, who lives in Springfield. 


Sparks said it took firefighters about two hours to control the fire, 
because the house had aluminum siding and the roof had eight layers 
of shingles that had to be cut with a chain saw. ; 

He said the fire apparently started in a hallway on the west side of 
the building, which is in the middle of a narrow street behind the 
Locker Room Sports Bar where the houses are close together. The 


blaze then spread to the attic, he said. 


“There was lots of damage,” he said. “The house can’t be occupied.” 
The last fire engine returned to the fire station just after 4 p.m. 
yesterday, said Sparks. The north end of High Street was blocked off 
for several hours because fire hoses and fire engines were in the road. 
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Kingsleigh Bed & Breakfast on Park Street. 


As home care grows, 


so does Lee 


By Ellen G. Lahr 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — Dramatic changes in the 
home health-care industry have 
trickled down to the Lee Visiting 
Nurse Association, pushing its 
budget into the $2 million range this 
year and overcrowding its present 
quarters in the Stratton House at 21 
High St. 

So the VNA is expanding its quar- 
ters to include the former Kings- 
leigh Bed & Breakfast around the 
corner at 32 Park St, which was 
purchased Friday for $175,000, said 
director Paula Schutzmann on Sat- 
urday. 


Still growing 


- “We've been on top of each other 
for the past two years,” said 
Schutzmann. “In the last two years, 
we've doubled our staff.... We don’t 
See an end in sight.” 

She said home health care is one 
of the fastest-growing industries in 
the country, because of changes in 
Medicare and hospital procedures. 
There are tighter restrictions on 
admission into nursing homes, so 
more elderly people are remaining 
at home even though they may need 
skilled health care. And hospitals 
are discharging patients faster and 
with more illnesses that must be 
managed at home, she said. 

In addition, she said, doctors have 
come to realize the benefits of home 
health care. Patients can remain at 
home and receive complex medical 
attention — such as intravenous 


nurse group 


treatments and some forms of che- 
motherapy — that were once mainly 
performed in hospitals. 

“We deal with a lot of people who 
are struggling to remain indepen- 
dent at home,” Schutzmann said. 
“There are more and more con- 
straints against nursing homes, and 
so there are a lot of people hanging 
by a thread in the community.” 

The VNA serves homebound pa- 
tients between Pittsfield and the 
Connecticut border, employing 25 
registered nurses and about 35 home 
health aides, along with supervisors 
and support staff who handle billing 
and paperwork, she said. 

In recent years, the Stratton 
House has been crammed with 
people and paperwork, with 25 
nurses occupying two offices. Al- 
though they aren’t all in the office at 
the same time, sometimes many 
people are crowded in unacceptable 
working conditions, said Schutz- 
mann. 

The registered nurses provide 
skilled assessment of illnesses, in- 
tervention and case management, 
‘she said. And they seem to enjoy the 
level of independence they have 
providing home health care. 

Home health aides provide per- 
sonal care,’ meal preparation and 
some homemaking assistance for 
homebound people. 

Schutzmann said the home health 
industry attracts many nurses eager 
to leave hospital settings. : 
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Lee Visiting Nurse Association director Paula Schutzmann in 
front of the organization’s newly purchased quarters, the former 


ice VNA 


srows with | 
health care 


@ NURSE, from B1 


“Lots of nurses are dissatisfied 
with hospital nursing — the pace, 
the understaffing,’ she said. 
“Home health care is a very dif- 
ferent kind of nursing.” 

The new yellow and blue- 


I; 


Home health care 
is one of the 
fastest-growing \e/ 
industries. OX 
Ww 


trimmed Victorian-style house, 
-which shares a border with 
Stratton House, will be occupied | 
‘by Schutzmann and the profes- 
sional staff of nurses and physical 
therapists. Stratton House will 
continue to house the business 
offices, she said. 

Schutzmann said the $32,500 
down payment was made possible 
by a bequest left to the organiza- 
tion by the late Lena Beals. 


| 
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Clerical assistant Kelly Willey, left, and registered nurse 
Sheila Dunn work in an overflowing library at the Visiting 
Nurse Association building in Lee. 


| Lee officials debate 
budget allocations 


By Ellen G. Lahr 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — It was a tense and 
sometimes testy meeting Monday 
night between the Selectmen and 
town representatives, who bela- 
bored the allocation of dollars 
and cents in the coming year’s 
proposed budget. 

The frustration of town repre- 
sentatives was alleviated some- 
what, however, by the Select- 
men’s unanimous vote to hike 
employee contributions to health 
insurance from 10 pecent to 25 
percent during fiscal year 1993. 
Neil F. Clarke, the president of 
the school employees’ union, 
continued to insist the matter 
should be negotiated. 


Save $80,000 


The board’s vote means town 
employees must pay more each 
month for health insurance. The 
town can then cut back its con- 
tribution and save a projected 
$80,000 next year, according to 
Finance Committee Chairman 
John E. DeVarennes. 

The increased contribution 
means that an employee with a 
family policy from Berkshire 
Health Plan, for example, will 
pay $115.87 each month, or 25 
percent, of the monthly cost of 
health insurance. 

Some town representatives 
urged the board to implement the 
increase as of April 1, to help 
reduce the $113,000 overrun in 
this year’s insurance account, but 
the board declined. That amount 


granted Highway Department 
employees. That raise followed a 
similar agreement reached with 
School Department employees, 
which was negotiated by the 
School Committee. 

DeVarennes, who came pre- 
pared with his charts, graphs and 
lists on a big easel, was the target 
of some critics who complained 
that he wasn’t doing enough to 
come up with alternative spend- 
ing plans, or to consider the op- 
tions put forward last night. 

He responded that it was not he 
who determined department 
budget proposals, but department 
heads themselves. 

“Any suggestions we put forth 
have been blown back at us,” said 
Carol LePrevost, a representative 
and School Committee member. 
Frustrated by the lack of respon- 
siveness, she left the meeting 
abruptly. 

Some people suggested “cre- 
ative” solutions to the town 
budget problem, such as dropping 
liability insurance, using volun- 
teer crossing guards, hiring a 
town mechanic to fix town vehi- 
cles, shutting off certain street- 
lights, or implementing user fees 
for athletics. 

DeVarennes outlined the de- 
tails of next year’s budget, saying 
much of the projected $246,200 in 
expenditures above the tax cap 
can be funded with money that is 
unspent, or carried forward, from 
this fiscal year. 

But the School Department has 
not yet submitted its budget, nor 
has the town received state aid 


Oak ’n Spruce gen 
Lee resort. wan 


he says he was afraid to leave work. 


“TI didn’t want to walk out the door be- 
cause I was afraid I’d run into someone we 
owed money to,” DiCroce says. “Things _ 


were really bad.” 


But three years later, Oak ‘n Spruce is 
headed out of the woods. The South Lee 
formally 
went out of bankruptcy on March 4 by pay- 
ing off several attachments and restructur- 
ing a loan through the federal Resolution 


time-share-and-hotel resort 


Trust Corp. 


Reservations are increasing, DiCroce 
Says, time-share sales are on the rise and 
the resort is even pondering the construc- 
tion of a new building a few years down the. 


line. 


where we were.” 


Where Oak ‘n Spruce was, was badly in 
debt. The resort owed more than on Wi 


anager Paul DiCroce Sr, has overseen the revival of the 


When Paul DiCroce Sr. was first named | 
general manager of Oak ‘n Spruce Resort, | 


“For us to come out of Chapter 11 is re- | a ee $150-room rentals are 
ally ‘scancthing *- Diczose a “We tight. || gone,” D rentals are 
ened our ship, we regrouped, we worked 
really hard. We’re going to keep Tunning a 
tight ship. I don’t want to ever go back to | ——DiCr 
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it affected people’s lives,” DiCroce says. 
| “But they were cuts that had to be made to 
| survive. It wasn’t just one person who did it, 
it was a lot of people. I owe a lot to the 
people who stuck it out to work here; they 
| worked hard.” 
. DiCroce says he worked with creditors 
to delay making payments for past-due 
. bills and in general most businesses were 
very helpful, he says. 

On the marketing side, assistant general 
manager David Doe says that he concen- 
trated on the hotel side of the business. 
Prices were cut and the resort still offers 

| | low-cost package deals for visitors. An off- 

| season weekend costs $80.05 per person 
| for two nights of lodging, a breakfast and a 
dinner 
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in back taxes to the town of Lee, the num- . wha 


will have to be appropriated by a ber of credi A you have to to ‘ay in bu 
creditors filing for attachments on Says, to stay j siness,” 
> 


special town meeting this fiscal figures, so, as DeVarennes said, 
year. next year’s projected budget debts was growing -- and the number of A seri Be 
Meanwhile, town representa- Shifts daily. guests was dropping. 6 . Seri€s Of special events was also 
tives delivered strong messages “People forget that it looked like Oak ‘n ee People more reasons to visit eee 
that residents won’t tolerate any Spruce was going to go out of business,” ang ne Special events now include | ak ‘a | 
tax increase next year above and says Lee Assessors Chairman William der. ambakes, karaoke contest si 
Derrick, who is now being criticized for his | Mystery week Ss, mur- 


| ends, 


beyond the Proposition 2% tax 3 a1 
board’s decision to grant abatements to | 


cap, even if it means forgoing , Tant ew 
ois aly ras ela the resort, owned by Diversified Resorts. | sales Ane Bear Tree, last year to Sued 
Charlotte Davis, a representa- | ‘They're one of our biggest taxpayers and h porate. ae 


they employ local people.” 
Oak ‘n Spruce was also in trouble. Mas- ee Berkshires’ Strong touri 
sachusetts and Connecticut were investi- = 


tive from District 6, said she did 
an informal canvass of her 


neighborhood and found about a market, 


Spruce. The rebirth of ‘de Salvage Oak ‘n 


third of the residents to be eld- | gating hundreds of complaints of wrong- i 0 ; 
erly on fixed incomes, another doing in the sale of time-share units. And ee ait proved to bea ti hs. 
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“We were as low as you could get,” 
DiCroce. “That all happened, bat it’s be- 
hind us now. We always had bad press in the 

| hewspapers and that made things even 
| worse. Now we just want good things writ- 
| ten about us because that’s what’s happen- i Diversified Reso 


“keep people working” in town 
government, but do whatever 
possible to keep costs down. 


T 

Dubled in 1991, 22% the hotel almost 

les so “2 HE Says, and time-. 

Raise criticized ared. DiCr share 
The Selectmen took heat from 


other representatives who were 7 
critical of a 3 percent raise they 
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: “Sometimes Carol LePrevost tries, as she 
puts it, to behave. But that doesn’t last long. 
She’s an opinionated activist. eS | 


LePrevost doesn't hold back 


government, sports or school af- 
fairs. She doesn’t hold back. 

“I can remember when I was in 
high school being embarrassed by 
my father when he would stand up 
at town meetings,’ LePrevost said 
in an interview. 


But that hasn’t stopped her, even 
though she has four grown sons to 
worry about embarrassing. 

“They don’t always agree with 
me,” she said. “They have their 
own ideas, and that’s the way I 
want them to be.” , 

School Committee Chairman Ed- 
ward M. Lahey said LePrevost may 
be outspoken, but what she says is 
well reasoned. 


“She doesn’t put her foot in her 
mouth,” he said. “A person who is 
outspoken like that doesn’t make all 
friends, but that never bothered her 
particularly.” 

_ LePrevost worked enthusiasti- 
cally to pack the Greenock Country 


Club with hundreds of well-wishers 
when Schmidinger, the Olympic 
skier, returned home to Lee last 
month. 

The week after the party, she 
showed up at a crowded Select- 
men’s meeting to deliver a Winter 
Olympics poster that Schmidinger 
had dedicated to the town. 


*. By Ellen G, Lahr 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — Carol LePrevost says. she 
- tries to behave. But her resolve 
fades when she lies awake at night 
worrying about things — the town, 
herself, her kids, other people’s 
; kids. When the sun rises, so does 
her civic spirit. 

By all accounts, LePrevost, a 
member of the School Committee, 
the Youth Commission and the 
person who organized the home- 
coming party for Krista Schmid- 
inger, is a chip off the old block. 
father, Bernie Navin, who died six 
years ago, is remembered as a guy 
who ‘sounded off about things that 
bothered him. 


She was shocked 


She stayed around to listen to 
town business matters, including a 
discussion about the Police De- 
partment budget for fiscal 1993. The 
budget eliminated the town’s two 
crossing guards, for a savings of 
$7,800. 

LePrevost was shocked, and said 
so. 
“TI think our Police Department is 
disgusting if that’s the only cut they 
can make in their budget, and you 
can quote me all over Berkshire 


LEPREVOST, continued on B6 


She was embarrassed 


Like her outspoken parent, Le- 
Prevost is passionate about her 
causes. She’s incapable of sitting 


Leslie Noyes / Berkshire Eagle Staff 
quietly on the sidelines of town 


Carol LePrevost 


ail Gar Res 


Sie doer hold back Uae 


oH Lee wouldn’t make an 


| and, in a sense, to justify their 


County,” she said. “I’m pretty | 


“To defend the budget, we need 


™ LEPREVOST, from BI | Adore ca 3/ Wee / oe 


disgusted. That disgusts me!” 
Within a week or two, the Fi- 
nance Committee’s chairman 


found some money to cover the | 


cost of:next year’s crossing guard 
budget. 

As a member of the Lee School 
Committee, LePrevost didn’t bot- 
tle up her frustration with the 
Otis School Committee when that 
board decided last fall to with- 
draw from the three-town school 
union that included Otis, Lee and 


Tyringham. In a more measured | 


manner, she expressed her anger 
openly to Otis officials for ex- 
cluding Lee from its decision to 
form a two-town regional school 
district with Sandisfield. 
LePrevost isn’t without a sense 
of humor, When the Lenox school 


‘a regional school district with 
“marriage,” LePrevost replied: 


_ talking about living together and 


_ sharing expenses.” 


» She’s puzzled 


she doesn’t support making con- 
doms available in schools. The 
schools, she said, shouldn’t be 
making decisions that are the 
domain of families. Condoms 
should be a community concern, 
| not just a school concern, she 
said. 

Still, she said, she was puzzled 
that more parents didn’t show up 
at a recent meeting the School 
Committee held to discuss the 
condom issue, 


and you'll see them there,” she 
said. 

Now, as the chairman of the 
school board’s personnel sub- 
committee — which may have the 
sour task of eliminating some 
teaching jobs this year — LepP- 
revost has approached her job 


T. Zukowski said is admirable 
diligence. 

“Carol does her homework.” 
said Zukowski. #4 & 

She is interviewing the heads of 
all the different school depart- 
ments, from the janitors to the 
school nurses and teachers, to 


ees ale 
review their job responsibilities 


ons 


superintendent politely said that 
ideal | 
“Hey, this is the ’90s! We’re just | 


She has also said publicly that 


“Get rid of football or hockey 


with what Superintendent Henry 


9: | meeting, aggravating them.” 


to know what everyone is doing,” 
said LePrevost, who is up for re- 
election to the School Committee 
this May. “It refreshed my mind 
to have them come in. If they 
came in thinking it was a hatchet 
job, that’s not my purpose.” 

It’s becoming clear, however, 
that some jobs will be lost next 
year, she said. The high school 
population has dropped from 
more than 700 to around 300, with 
not much change in staffing. As a 
result, some classes are eX- 
tremely small, with fewer than 10 
students. While small classes are 
a great benefit to students, it’s 
hard to justify them to the people 
who hold the purse strings, she 
said. 

LePrevost doesn’t spend all-her 


time in town, however. She owns 
and operates the Uniform Con- 
nection in Pittsfield. She says it is 
the only uniform store between 
Albany and Springfield. Her 
husband, Jack, whose television 
business was swallowed by the 
recession, works for the school 
department as an audio-visual 
technician. 

She was a founder of the Lee 
Youth Association and now 
serves as its chairman. She is 
also part of the Wildcat’ 500, a 
fledgling booster club for the 
schools. The membership is way 
down, she said, but she worries 
that it will fold altogether if she 
and a few others give it up. 

As the mother of four sons, 
she’s locked horns with teachers, 
-coaches and church leaders, she 
said. 

“You can do what you want to 
me, but don’t mess with my kids,” 
she said, then reflected, “There 
are a couple of coaches who 
would like to hang me out of a 
treet, 

For a while, she said, she tried 
to keep a low profile in town. 

“But I think things happen, and 
we allow them to happen, by not 
Saying anything, by being apa- 
thetic. . .. We can’t get parents 
to run for School Committee, and 
I don’t know why no one wants to 
run. 

“IT hope someone runs against 
me, because if I lose I’ll be home 
where I belong.” Then, with the 
thought of idle time too painful: 
“No, I'll be at the Selectmen’s 
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| Krista’s sign in Lee 

| Less than a month after Krista Schmidinger did her 

| hometown of Lee proud in the Winter Olympics, the 
| State Turnpike Authority has erected a sign honoring the 
| downhill skier’s accomplishment. 

“There’s so much bad news in the papers, it’s a delight 
to do something like this,” says Turnpike Authority 
Chairman Allan McKinnon. “We get a lot of requests, 
but she’s proven herself in international competition.” 

McKinnon formally unveiled the sign Monday morn- 
jing with state Rep. Christopher J. Hodgkins, D-Lee, who 
made the request, and Schmidinger’s mother Judy on 

/hand. 
| “It just keeps going,” Judy Schmidinger says of the 
‘ongoing celebration for her daughter. 


e Classy champions 2/ 
| Nu i IE, 
a inLeeandLenox “A 
| With all the well-deserved hoopla over the stunning 
run for the state championship by the Lenox girls basket- 
ball team, the grace and class of the favored Lee Wildcats 
| also stands out. ‘ 
| First the Lee girls -- who had won the previous 55 con- 
secutive games -- accepted their last-millisecond, one- 
point loss to the Lenox Millionaires last week with good 
cheer. Then, just before Lenox went to the semifinal 
championship game, several Lee girls visited Lenox to wish 
them well in the game. Lee coach Tom Cinella assisted 
Lenox coach Fred Lefave on scouting the Tyngsboro 
\ Notre Dame team, which Lee defeated last year for the 
championship. 
Finally, when Lenox returned from its victory Satur- 
| day, the team was greeted at the Massachusetts Turn- 
pike’s Lee exit by the Lee Fire Department and was es- 
corted through town with blaring horns and sirens. 
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The School Committee on school bus transportation con- tions. 
> Se, March 7 submitted a budget pro- tract with Dufour Bus Co. It voted The committee also heard a Ly 
‘) posal of $4.87 million to the Fi- to ask proprietor William Dufour 
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Lee School Committee 


By Ellen G. Lahr 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — The School Committee 
voted Tuesday night to cut the 
equivalent of one teaching posi- 
tion as part of an effort trim 
about $89,000 from the proposed 
fiscal 1993 school budget. 

_ Superintendent Henry T. Zuk- 
owski recommended the cut of 
$22,000 from the proposed in- 
structional budget, and the 
School Committee voted accord- 
ingly. The reduction would be 
divided equally between Lee 
Central and Lee High schools, he 
said. 


nance Committee, but it is at- 
tempting to bring the total down 
to less than $4.8 million. The tar- 


= get figure is 2% percent, or 


Xo 


$116,743, above the budget for the 
current fiscal year. 


Still over the top 


The cut approved Tuesday still 
leaves the budget about $67,000 
above the goal. 

That amount will be reduced 
further by. changes in employee 
health insurance contributions. 
The Selectmen voted Monday 
night to increase town employees’ 
share from 10 percent to 25 per- 
cent of the premium. 

School Cémmittee Chairman 
Edward M. Lahey yesterday took 
issue with the repeated sugges- 
tion by the Finance Committee 
that the budget has not been 
completed. 

“Tt leaves the impression the 
School Committee isn’t cooperat- 
ing,” said Lahey. The budget plan 
was submitted March 7, and revi- 
sions have been submitted as the 


Berkshire County champions 


board makes adjustments. 

Lahey said there are many 
variables that required the 
School Committee to submit a 
budget later than other town de- 
partments. Those variables make 
the school budget difficult to fin- 
ish, he said. 

State aid figures are not avail- 
able yet, special education tuition 
amounts are not yet clear and 
school choice payments are still 
unknown. € 


Bus deal tabled 


In other business, the commit- 
tee tabled its vote to renew the 


to attend the April 7 meeting to 
answer some questions about how 
he calculates mileage for certain 
extracurricular bus trips. 

Dufour’s bid for a five-year bus 
contract was $133,650 per year, 
$5,000 lower than one submitted 
by Massini Bus Co. of Sheffield. 

Questions about his calcula- 
tions were raised by School 
Committee member Carol LePre- 
vost and by Gregg S. Massini of 
the Massini Bus Co. 


Also, the board voted to im- 


Pale 


trims budget 


plement two new grading policies 
at Lee High School. 

The first will create “weighted 
grades” for students who take 
certain accelerated classes. By 
giving extra credit for those 
classes, Principal Richard Sa- 
linetti said, more students will be 
likely to sign up for the courses 
and will be less intimidated by 
the advanced work required. 

The second marks a change in 
physical education credit. The 
school board adopted Salinetti’s 
recommendation that physical 
education grades no longer be 
counted in honor roll calcula- 


report from Lee High social 


studies teacher Kathleen Hall, | 
who coached the school’s aca- | 


demic decathlon team. 

The team placed second in 
Western Massachusetts, went to 
Westwood High School on March 


7 to compete on the statewide | 


level and placed 17th among 18 
teams. Hall: said, however, the 
competition was “a super expe- 
rience” for the students. 


{ 


The committee also voted to | 


appoint Richard Souza of Lee as | 


assistant softball coach. 
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The Lee High School girls’ basketball team won its second 
straight Berkshire County championship this year, defeat- 
ing Taconic 50-46 in the championship game. Members of 


BACK ROW — Statistician Jim Feeley, managers Christine | 
Coons, Danica Vaninetti and Michelle Kennedy, Kelsey | 


i \ Scarpa, Sarah Blaisdell, Allison Forfa, Kelly Palmer, Ka 
the team include, from left, FRONT ROW — Captains Jen McManmon, A.J. Skowron, Kristin Coty, Christine ‘Cinella, . 


. ‘Finnegan, Dina Souza, Sheila Collins and Katie Cinella. Coach Tom Cinella and assistant coach Dick Lenfest Jr. 
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By Ellen G. Lahr Te 


Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — The police-community ~ 
relations task force met last night 
to make recommendations for 
improving community relations 
skills among police officers and 
educating parents and their 
children about police procedures. 


However, the committee did not 
directly address a number of 
earlier complaints about Police 
Chief Edward J. Finnegan, who 


-’ has been described as being in- 


accessible and unhelpful to par- 
ents. 
~ When asked by a reporter why 


the chief wasn’t mentioned in the 
discussion of recommendations, 
Chairman Steven Cozzaglio and 
committee member Kathleen Bort 


said the chief has been more vis- . 


ible in the schools and appears to 
be taking the initiative. 


Care about town 


Cozzaglio, principal at Lee 
Central School, said Finnegan 
visited the school recently and 
was introduced to some children. 
He defended the chief, saying he 
has taken a lot of unwarranted 
criticism and cares a great deal 
about the town. 

Bort, dean of students at Lee 


is cee f initjatives in thie’ schools : 


High Seoul said the chief has 
made “a major effort” and re- 
cently met with some parents, 
students and school officials to 
resolve a recent incident at the 
high school. 

“We’re not looking to place 
blame here,” said Cozzaglio. “I 
don’t care what happened six 
months ago, if we can move for- 
ward and move on.” 

The committee recommended a 
series of steps that could be 
taken to ease tensions that have 
arisen between police and young 
people in town, including: 

» High school seminars to 
teach teen-agers about laws and 
police procedures, and a twice- 
yearly forum for parents with 


similar information. 
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Lee schools and Mead Paper: 


A time-honored partnership 


By Ellen G. Lahr 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — The Lee schools and 
Mead Specialty Paper Division 


(| yesterday formally recognized a 


longstanding partnership in 
which Mead has assisted the 
schools with classroom equip- 
ment, computer consulting, intern 
programs and adjunct teaching. 

Yesterday’s agreement estab- 
lished Lee schools and Mead as 
“Partners in Education,” a pro- 
gram sponsored by the Central 
Berkshire Chamber of Commerce. 

School and business represen- 
tatives met yesterday afternoon at 
Lee High School’s cafeteria for a 
ceremony to celebrate the rela- 
tionship, which is nothing new, 
school officials said. 


Longstanding friend 


Before several speakers made 
some remarks about the partner- 
ship, Lee High Principal Richard 
Salinetti and James Grolla, di- 
rector of occupational education 
at Lee High School, said Mead 
has for years supplied Lee 


schools with all kinds of assis- 


tance. | 

The company has helped with. 
curriculum development, busi- | 
ness training for students and. 
laboratory, work. Students have | 
participated in intern programs | 


at the Route 102 plant to learn | 


about business, plant manage- 


ment and careers in the paper _ 


industry. 


Mead donated a scoreboard to | 


the school, and contributed to es- 
tablishing a weight room at the 
high school, they said. 

“Mead appears to be really 
committed to the community and 


to have a vision for the future,” | 


be in tune with what modern in- 


_ dustry’s needs will be.” 


“It's a.great help at a time 


_ when our resources are dwin- 


dling,” Salinetti said. 


Chamber of Commerce’s Educa- 


Carol A. Ambrozy, vice chair- | y 
man of the Central Berkshire 


_ Grolla said. “They have helped us | 


tion Council, delivered remarks | 


to the audience of school em- | 
ployees, commending Mead for its 

commitment to the schools. Such 

programs will further the educa- 

tion goals of President George W. 

Bush and Gov. William F. Weld, 

she said. 


_ Deep commitment 


The ‘partnership between Lee 
and Mead represents the cham- 
ber’s effort to expand the school- 
business relationship outside of 
Central Berkshire County, she 
said, 

Sen. Jane M. Swift, R-North 
_ Adams, also spoke, Saying she has 


been impressed with Mead’s 
concern for the Lee community 
and its children. On a visit to the 
plant, she said, the governor was 
met not with talk about business, 
but with employees’ concerns 
about the quality of education. 


“Mead has a deep and caring 
commitment to the children of 
the community,” said Swift. 

Mead’s director of human re- 
sources, Scott Hollander, said 
yesterday’s event is a_ turning 
point that recognizes the com- 
pany’s commitment to education. 


io 


| Kathy Naventi Brown 


“A high school diploma is no 
longer the ticket to a well-paying, 
secure job,” he said. 


School Committee Chairman 
Edward M. Lahey said Mead’s 
assistance to the schools has been 
“exemplary” and has helped 
stave off some of the financial 
stress that has befallen the 
schools. 

Lee Chamber of Commerce 
President Mary K. Bradbury said 
the collaboration is a progressive 
one that will help “pave the way 
to the 21st century.” 


_ ® Parenting workshops for 


Wayne W. Lemanski 


parents of students in grades 4 

through 8. 

> A quarterly newsletter from 
the Police Department, which 
would be distributed with report 
cards, informing students and 
parents about police officers’ 
community activities, police 
training updates and information 
about laws and procedures. 

> A more open policy with the 
media. 

»> In-service training for police 
officers focusing on high-risk 
children, community relations 
skills and communication. Such 
training would involve incentives 
for police officers. 

> Regular staff meetings in the 
Police Department to allow of- 
ficers to share information about 
their handling of certain situa- 
tions. 

> Establishment of a “first of- 
fender program’ where minor 
first offenses are handled by a 
community mediation panel of 
some sort, so that not every first 
offender ends up in the court 
system. 

The committee also discussed 
at some length parents’ repeated 
complaints about Southern Berk- 
shire District Court in Great 
Barrington, where parents are 
faced with repeated delays, con- 
tinuances and numerous trips to 
court. Students ‘are taken out of 
school and lawyers’ bills escalate, 
they said. 

The task force set its next 
meeting for March 31 at 6 p.m. at 
Lee High School, to finalize its 
list of recomméndations. 
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Thomas N. Kirk 


3 promoted at Lee Bank 


LEE — Lee Bank has promoted 
three of its officers, David J. 
Bruce, president, has announced. 

Kathy Naventi Brown was 
named senior vice president, de- 
posit services; Wayne W. Le- 
manski senior vice president and 
senior loan officer, and Thomas 
N. Kirk assistant vice president, 
operations. 

' Naventi Brown, associated with 
the bank since 1973, became as- 
sistant vice president in 1981 and 
‘vice president in 1987. 

' As senior vice president she is 
responsible for the deposit serv- 
ices department and marketing. 
‘She -is studying for a master’s 


‘degree in business at Western 


New England College and holds a 
‘bachelor’s degree in busi “ 
‘from Westfield State College. 

aes holds: an associate degree 


Wer eco 


from Berkshire Community Col- 
lege and graduated from the Na- 
tional School of Savings Bank at 
Fairfield University in 1982. 


Naventi Brown is a treasurer of 
the Lee Youth Association Inc. 
and a member of the Lee Kiwanis 
Club. She resides. in Lee with her 
husband, Martin. 


Lemanski, with more than 20 
years of banking experience, 
joined the Lee Bank lending de- 
partment in 1991 with responsi- 
bilities for the origination of 
mortgage, consumer and com- 
mercial loans. Previously, he was 
associated with Lenox Savings 
Bank and was responsible for its 
lending department. 


He received a bachelor’s de- 
gree from North Adams State 


ieee Wier wena 


College. In addition, he gradu- with their three children. 


ated from the Graduate School of 
Savings Banking program at 
Brown University and served in 
the Army for two years. He lives 
on Plunkett Street in Lenox with 
his wife, Colette, and their two 
children. 

Kirk joined the bank as opera- 
tions manager in 1991. His duties 
include directing and supervising 
all operations activities. His 
banking background spans 18 
years and includes lending, op- 
erations, sales and business de- 
velopment. He was formerly dis- 
trict manager for ComFed Bank 
after it purchased the county de- 
posits of Bank of Boston. A grad- 
uate of the University of Bridge- 
port and the School of Banking at 
Williams College, Kirk and his 
wife, Pamela, reside in Dalton 
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Property tax abatements 


usually routine in Lee 
Oak n’ Spruce’s $105,000 


does not follow iA 


By Ellen G. Lahr 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — Property tax abatements are 
part of the annual routine in Lee, as in 
other towns, to aid property owners who 
are elderly, veterans or disabled. But big 
abatements — like the $105,105 granted 
over two years to Oak n’ Spruce Resort 
— are virtually unheard of, according to 
tax records on file at Town Hall. 

The vast majority of property tax 
abatements during fiscal year 1992 and 
1991 were for $500 or less, records state, 
and many of those are automatically 
granted to veterans, elderly or disabled 
people. 


Value disputed 


Among those applications for abate- 
ments that end up in a formal hearing, 
most involve disputes over the assessed 
value of a property, said Assessor Ed- 
ward M. “Buddy” Briggs. 

For the entire 1991 fiscal year, just 
over 400 abatements were granted, most 
for $500 or less, tax records show. 

After the first batch of tax bills was 
sent for fiscal 1992, around 220 property 
tax abatements were granted. 

By early March, 28 applications had 
been denied and 10 were still pending, 
said Elizabeth Larrivee, the Assessors’ 
assistant. 

Briggs said, “It’s very tough to get an 
abatement for economic hardship.” 

Tax abatements are anticipated each 
year and are figured into the tax base, 
said Briggs. The Assessors generally al- 
low for approximately $160,000 in 
abatements per year by establishing an 
“overlay fund” in that amount, he said. 

A portion of the total abatements 
granted to the elderly, disabled or vet- 
erans are reimbursed by the state each 
year, he said. 

In the case of Oak n’ Spruce, the 
resort fell into financial trouble and was 
placed in tax title for failure to pay back 


taxes. The town’s biggest taxpayer — 
with an annual bill of around $168,000 — 
wasn’t able to pay its taxes, and its 
representatives sought an abatement. 
Briggs said the Assessors had two 


DeVarennes outlines Lee budget 


that won't require an override 
Fan & Hey lg in the coffers next year. 


By Ellen G. Lahr 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — Finance Committee Chairman John E. 
DeVarennes unveiled number charts and drawings 
of happy faces to illustrate a proposed fiscal 1993 
budget that won’t require an override of Proposi- 


tion 2%. 


DeVarennes, speaking to the Selectmen, said the 
proposed budget for next year will be $9,084,000, up 


by 2.5 percent from this year. 


That figure could be financed with a tax increase 
of up to $60 per $100,000 of property valuation, 
depending on how leftover money from fiscal 1992 is 


the norm 


The vast majority of 
property tax 
abatements during 
fiscal year 1992 and 
1991 were for $500 or 
less, records state. 


choices: to wait three or four years for — 


the overdue taxes, or to accept a partial 
payment. 

By accepting a partial payment, the 
Assessors could avoid a bigger loss that 
would have required a townwide tax 
increase to cover it, he explained. 

“We felt that if it showed up on the tax 
rate, it would have cost $50 to $80 on 
everyone’s tax bill,” he said. “It wasn’t 
because we felt sorry for Oak n’ Spruce. 
It was a question of getting some or 
none.” 

The Assessors granted the resort a 
$45,911 abatement for 1990 and $59,194 for 
1991, amounting to a total of $105,105 over 
two years. The loss was covered by the 
town’s overlay fund, said Briggs. . 

Oak n’ Spruce emerged from bank- 
ruptcy in late February, its manager 
said this month. 

The Assessors will likely see another 
batch of abatement applications within 
the next few weeks, because the second 
Set of tax bills for fiscal 1992 were re- 
cently sent out. Property owners have 30 
days in which to apply. 

Briggs said an Oak n’ Spruce repre- 
sentative took out an application but has 
not yet returned it. 
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Lee school group 
to sponsor forum 


on school reform 


By Ellen G. Lahr 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — Prompted by the pitfalls 
of school choice and other pend- 
ing school reform legislation, the 
Lee Schoo! Committee will spon- 
sor an open forum including state 
legislators and school officials 
from around the county. 

The meeting is set for April 7 at 
7 p.m at the Lee High School 
cafeteria. 


‘Sweeping reforms’ 


“These are really some sweep- 
ing reforms that we have to pay 
attention to,” said School Com- 
mittee member Carol LePrevost, 
who has been keeping the com- 
mittee abreast of the develop- 
ments. 

School Superintendent Henry 
T. Zukowski said State Rep. 
Christopher J. Hodgkins, D-Lee, 
and State Sen. Jane Swift, R- 


_ North Adams, have been invited. 


Also invited are State Rep. 
Daniel E. Bosley, D-North Adams, 
Rep. Shaun P. Kelly, D-Dalton, 
North Adams Mayor John Barrett 
III and Pittsfield Mayor Edward 
Reilly. 

School committee members, 
town officials, teacher union 
representatives are also ex- 
pected, he said. 

A representative from the Mas- 
sachusetts Association of School 
Committees also will attend. 

LePrevost said the legislative 
changes being proposed by Gov. 
William F. Weld and Lt. Gov. 
Paul Cellucci would dramatically 
affect the way schools are oper- 
ated and would significantly. di- 
minish the role of school com- 
mittees and superintendents. 


Decentralization 


For example, the operation of 
schools would be decentralized, 
with more control over schools 
placed with school principals. 
Principals, for example, would 
control their own budgets and 
would have the power to hire and 
fire teachers — until now a 
school committee prerogative. 

In addition, the legislation be- 


another matter last night, the Selectme, 8 Pushed by Weld would also 


intended to open the town meeting process 


their residential districts. 


town back.” 


residents. For years town meetings have beel 
erned by town representatives, who are elect 


Castronova said the people “want to take 


The non-binding referendum question w 


ceived a petition from 316 registered voters seé¢ eases fia dead Nera 

a referendum question seeking to do away wit] p 

town representative form of government. 7 
Initiated by Joseph Castronova, the petiti 


year, and would call for the es- 
tablishment of school governance 
councils made up of administra- 
tors, community members and 
teachers. 

“They are trying to depoliticize 
the school system,” said LeP- 
revost. “They’re essentially trying 
to get rid of us.” 


allocated, he said. Under one scenario, taxes would 
not go up at all. 


No services cut 


DeVarennes said the budget figure was worked 
out based on the public’s strong sentiment against 
an override of the 2.5 percent tax increase allowed 
by Proposition 214. In addition, the budget won't cut 
any town services, although the Schoo] Committee 
is considering whether any layoffs will be needed. 

School Committee Chairman Edward M. Lahey 
said he fully expects that the school budget will not 
rise by more than 2.5 percent. A 

DeVarennes explained that money left over from 
this year will help pay for next year’s services. 

In addition, some insurance rebates, additional 
state lottery revenues and changes in employee co- 
payments for health insurance will put more money 


iA 


: On the school level, tenure and 
placed on the election — 1: seniority would be abolished for 
In other business, the board: ' hiring and firing purposes. 

> Reiterated its opposition to placing a LePrevost quipped that all the 
signal at the intersection of Main and Park s proposed changes seem aimed at 
despite criticism from former Selectman V 


Bean, who has championed the cause for year 


> Authorized payment of $1,828 to F. LL 
Smithers IV, the Pittsfield attorney who handled | 


legal matters involved with the Locker Room bar. | 


> Received a petition from some residents seek- 
ing a town meeting article asking representatives to 
rescind a May 10, 1990, vote that authorized Lee to 
invoke eminent domain powers to purchase land 
for a new landfill. Joseph Kresiak said the petition 
was initiated by residents concerned about the cost 
of such a project, even though a third of the cost 
would be paid by Mead Corp. 


distracting school committees 
from the fact that so much money 
has been taken away from 
schools. 

Many of the changes seem to 
come from a fear that schools 
have become overly political and 
school committees too corrupt, 
she said. - 

“Maybe the school committees’ 
in the Boston area are corrupt; 
but I don’t think the Berkshires 
are,” she said. “I haven’t seen it. . 
. It just doesn’t make sense to me 
why they are afraid of people that 
the citizens elect.” 

And the controversial issue of 
school choice is also a matter of 
great worry to the Lee School 
Committee. At last Tuesday’s, 
School Committee meeting, 
members concurred that the town 
agreed to adopt the school choice 
law “for all the wrong reasons,” 
in one member’s words. 

“It's in self defense,” said 
School Committee Chairman 
Edward M. Lahey, elaborating af- 
ter the meeting. “As I said at the 
time it was passed, it’s an abso- 
lutely stupid law, one of the 
dumbest things that the Legisla- 
ture has ever come up with.” 


Net gain of students 


Lee realized a net gain of 13 
students under the new law, 
which allows students in any 
town whose school committee has 
adopted the school choice plan. 
Many school’ officials have ex- 
pressed worry that some schools 
will see a mass exodus of stu- 
dents to neighboring communi- 
ties. f 

While Lee hasn’t suffered from 
the choice law, said Lahey, other 
towns have. : 


“We could be losing kids to 
them and get nothing back in re- 
turn,” he said. 


The choice law works like this: 
a student in Lee opts to attend 
school in Great Barrington. The 
cost of tuition is deducted from 
Lee’s share of state school aid, 
and redirected to Great Barring- 
ton. So the student’s home town 
loses some school aid. 


Unless of course, the home 
town adopts the schoo] choice law 
and receives new students, as 
Lee has. 


Originally touted as a plan that 
would improve schools through * 
competition for students, Lahey 
said the plan has become a fi- 
nancial nightmare that hasn’t 
improved the quality of schools. 

“If you have weak school sys- 
tems, strengthen them,” he said. 


[ 
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about abate 
co 

LEE — Joseph Castronbva’s 
scrutiny of a tax abatement for 
the Oak ’n Spruce Resort reached 
another angry pitch last night, as 
Castronova continued to insist the 
abatement was illegal. 

In addition, he and others at 
the Selectmen’s meeting said the 
Oak ’n Spruce abatement was not 
recorded in tax records in the 
Assessors’ office. 

Other abatements were not 
properly recorded as well, said 
Joseph Kresiak. He complained 
that in addition to Oak ’n 
Spruce’s abatement — which 
amounted to around $105,000 over 
two years — two other abate- 
ments were not properly re- 
flected in tax records: a $1,000 
commercial abatement for Pat- 
ricia D. Carlino and a $2,700 
commercial abatement for Joseph 

| Toole. 


By Ellen G. Lahr 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


some commercial property in 
town. Toole, town moderator, 
| owns the Chambery Inn. Carlino, 
| whe was at the meeting, was 
clearly angered by the conversa- 
| tion, and was overheard calling 
|the complaints part of “a per- 
| sonal vendetta.” She and Cast- 
ronova are often at odds. 

While no one at the meeting 
was alleging any intentional 
wrongdoing, critics said the As- 
|sessors’ bookkeeping practices 
“give the impression of impro- 
| priety.” 

Selectman Martin H. Deely 
‘immediately put Castronova, 


Sal qoae sete 


Kresiak and Charles O’Neil on 

defensive by saying of the 
“Youre calling them 
crooks.” 

Castronova replied that that 
was Deely’s expression, not his 
own. Tempers started to heat up 
then, with Kreziak, O’Neil and 
Peggy Biron relating the prob- 
lems they had encountered in at- 
tempting to find documentation 
of abatements. 

The Selectmen member 
Diane Roosa was absent last 
night — expressed little concern 
about whether the abatements 
were properly recorded. They 
rebuffed Castronova’s repeated 
request that the board seek a 


Castronova reiterates accusations 
ment for Oak ‘n Spruce 


state investigation into the Oak ’n 
Spruce tax abatement. 


Castronova insisted the abate- 
ment was granted illegally, but 
Selectman Chairman Joseph F. 
DuPont said, “This board doesn’t 
have a majority that agrees with 
you.” DuPont and Deely ap- 
peared satisfied with the Asses- 
sors’ written explanation of the 
Oak ’n Spruce abatement, which 
was granted last year while the 
resort was in bankruptcy and 
faced municipal tax liens. 


DuPont said the Selectmen 
have no legal authority over the 
Assessors, who are also an 
elected board. 


|  Carlino is town clerk and trea- | 
| surer, but her family also owns | 


| ev 2 
Lee plans parade 


Plans are underway to hold a parade 
down Main Street on May 9 for the much- 
heralded Lee girls basketball team. 

Kevin Roosa, who is helping plan the 
parade, says each girl’s name will be 
placed on utility poles all the way down 
Main Street and a banner will be placed 
across the street. 

“We've got a big party planned,” says 
Roosa, who has installed a large trophy 
case in his business, Noni’s Pizza. “They 
deserve it. They gave this town a lot. We’re 
_ proud of them.” 
| The Lee girls basketball team’s accom- 
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for Wildcat girls 


plishments include three consecutive 
state titles and 55 consecutive wins in the 
last two years before losing to Lenox in 
the final millisecond of the Western 
Mass. championship game. 

But the team’s success goes well-be- 
yond simple athletic accomplishments 
for Lee. The team’s hard work, coolness 
under fire and graceful reaction to its fi- 
nal defeat has proven to be a source of 
great community pride for the town 
which routinely turned out in the 100s for 
Wildcat basketball games whether at 
home or away. 


‘ 


S 
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Hoping to mend a rift between Lee po- 
lice, youths and parents, a special task 
force devised a series of short- and long- 
term proposals last week. 

“If we do these things I think a lot of the 
problems having to do with respect be- 
tween police and the teen-agers will even- 
tually go away,” says committee chairman 
Steven Cozzaglio, principal of Lee Central 
School. 

__ The task force was appointed by the Se- 

lectmen in January to investigate prob- 
lems between Lee police, youths and par- 
ents. Lee teens and their parents accused 
the police of abusing their power and mis- 
treating youths. In some cases, Lee teens 
were arrested on serious charges only to 
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Lee may avoid 
Prop 2 1/2 override 


Despite previous predictions. of a 
possible override of Proposition 2 1/2, 
Lee Finance Committee Chairman 
John DeVarennes told the Lee Select- 
men Monday that the town’s future cof- 
fers may have enough money to pay for 
a $9.2 million budget. 

_ DeVarennes said unexpected drops 
in insurance costs and increases in town 
revenues may make up the difference in 
the budget. He had previously esti- 
mated the town would have a $250,000 
shortfall and may have to cut deeply into 
town services, such as a crossing guard, 


Police cruiser purchase and other 
items. 


Coan ocd eee: 


have the charges dismissed after months of 
frustration in dealing with the courts, par- 
ents say. 

But police denied any wrongdoing with 
supporters of the police saying that many 
of the town’s youths were troubled and out 
of control. 

The recommendations included the fol- 
lowing: 

-- In-service programs for police on 
community relations and coping with 
youths. Although some discussion was 
made that educators should be involved in 
the programs, the task force decided that 
the effort would be more effective if it is 
done by specially trained police. 

-- Workshops for students and parents 
about the law and police procedures. The 
task force determined that some of the 
problems were caused because of misun- 
derstandings about the law. 

-- An effort to improve the Lee Police 
Department’s public relations. Police Of- 
ficer Joseph Buffis, a member of the task 
force, suggested the department adopt a 
more “open-door’’ policy toward report- 
ers. Task force member Paul E. Perachi 


_added that the police should solicit stories 


about positive things in the local media and 
should mail a newsletter to parents 
through school report cards about what 
police are doing. 

-- Encourage police to become more 
active in local schools. Task force mem- 
bers say Police Chief Edward Finnegan, 
who has been sharply criticized by parents 
for his handling of the Police Department, 
has already started to make routine visits 
to the schools. 


-- Develop a first offenders program 
similar to a program in Lenox where an 
advisory board works closely with a miscre- 


Police Chief Edward Finne- 
gan has already started to 
make routine visits to the 

schools. 


ant youth and his parents to try to work on 
mending his ways in a non-criminal justice 
way. 

The task force identified two problem 
areas that it did not make a definite recom- 
mendation on. Perachi said one of the 
overriding issues among some parents was 
alleged harassment of youths by some po- 


_ “It’s an issue withou tuency be 


Lee task force outlines plan to heal police-youth wounds 


lice officers. Although the task force said it 
did not know how to deal with the issue 
specifically, Cozzaglio says the issue would 
eventually go away if all of the recommen- 
dations are adopted and better feelings 
emerged between police and youths. 

The second issue was improving the 
availability of police reports for parents of 
arrested juveniles. Charles O’Neil, a par- 
ent on the task force, said he and other par- 
ents have gone to court as many as six to 10 
times without receiving a police report, 
which he described as extremely frustrat- 
ing. 

Finnegan has begun hand-delivering 
police reports to the District Attoreny’s 
Office to overcome the problem, but the 
task force said the problem has to be ad- 
dressed by the DA, police and courts. 


es you, Bill,” Deely s 


painting new lines and perhaps changing the islands at the intersection would lessen 


the problems there. 
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i Bashing Lee Selectmen beco 
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a 
be able to take care of the budget in a 
said. 


Bashing the selectmen and other town officials may be 
the fastest-growing sport in Lee. While selectmen in all 
Berkshire towns are subject to constant second-guessing 
and criticism, the level of discontent at the Lee meetings 
recently seems to be reaching new heights. 

A growing cadre of residents are now regulars at the 
board’s Monday meetings. They are quick to criticize the 
board for its decisions and often engage in lengthy debates 
Over issues. The evening meetings routinely run three, 
four or even five hours. 

“What it does after a while is it tires you out,” Deely said 
after this Monday’s marathon meeting. “I don’t want to do 
this anymore when my time is up.” 

During the meeting, the normally cheerful Deely ap- 
peared close to losing his temper over Sharp questions of 


the town assessor’s granting of abatements to town Mod- 
erator Joseph M. Toole and Town Clerk Patricia Carlino. 
“Part of the joy of public service in this town is having 
your named through the mud,” Deely said. 
But if Deely and his fellow board members are exasper- 
ated with the constant criticism, the critics say they have 
reasons tO question the board and its decisions. 


“People are finally digging into the 
inside of what’s going on in town.” 


“We want our town back,” Joseph Castronova told the 
Lee Selectmen Monday. “Obviously you three (select- 
men) and the town representatives can’t handle it.” 

Castronova helped engineer a petition signed by 316 
residents to place a non-binding ballot question for the 
May election asking voters whether they want to dissolve 
the town-representative form of government. Some resi- 
dents perceive the town representatives as a closed set of 
insiders who dominate local government. 

“It was the easiest petition I ever circulated,” Charlotte 
Davis told the Lee Selectmen when she presented it to the 


board Monday. : 
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Step right up and bash 
a Lee selectman 


Continued from page 1 
Among the issues being 
dling of a 
& Lounge, 
and youths, 
$100,000 to 
landfill but 


Taises to town 
duct at meetings. 
While selectmen say they 


many of the issues raised are 


sors. 


“These people are justified in their Suspicions,” Du- 
Pont says of the assessment issu 


coming to address the questi 


Casironova and others Say they will continue to attend 
the selectmen’s meetings both to act as a check on the 
because some residents have 
government once they got a 


board and, in some cases, 
become interested in town 
taste of it. 


“I've gradually become interested 
a reular attendant since last fail 
criticism as a sign of the poor 


$ ee ee ee eS ee 


says Marguerite Tristany, 
who sees the increasing 


raised lately include the han- 
Special permit for the Locker Room Sports Bar 
the breakdown of relations between Lee police 
the granting of abatements totaling more than 
Oak ‘n Spruce, the decision to close the Lee 
continue to ponder spending $1 million or 
more to expand the facility, the availability of minutes for 
Past executive-session meetings, the granting of 3 percent 
employees and the selectmen’s overall con- 


can accept criticisms for their 
judgments and realize that it is part of the job, they add that 
out of their hands. 
Selectmen’s Chairman Joseph F. Dupont, who has initi- 
ated questions about problems in town government him- 
self, says that many people do not understand the author- 
ity of the selectmen and mistakenly believe they have con- 
trol over other boards in town, such as the board of asses- 


ie. “There are no answers 


” 


thought they'd let things go, but 
see it because it helps promote 


Spruce resort in the last two 
was based on concerns that the 
business. 


issue. Further, critics 
conduct. 


to which Kresiak 
include the Oak 


$1,000 to Town Clerk Patricia 


“Tm not saying that anything 
does rai: 


against the criticisms. 


in what’s going on,” 
tion to back up his request. 


The Lee abatement debate 


The Lee Assessors formall 
about two abatements totaling $105,000 for Oak ‘n 
years, saying the decision 


But critics of the decision were quick to criticize the 
response, saying it does not adequately deal with the 
question the assessors’ overall 


Resident Joseph Kresiak said his research of the as- 
sessors’ records revealed two different books on abate- 
ments with conflicting information. The information 
says he was initially referred did not 
‘n Spruce abatements nor abatements 
of $2,700 to Town Moderator 


Tals€ questions,” Kresiak told the selectmen. 
Several other residents echoed Kresiak’s concerns 
and resident Joseph Castronova asked the 
to formally request the state Attorney General's office 
investigate the board of assessors. The selectmen de- 
clined. Although Selectmen’s Chairman Joseph F. 
Dupont agreed with residents that the 
explain their actions, Selectman Martin Deely reacted 


“Are you calling them crooks?” 
denied. “What are you calling them if you’re not calling 
them crooks? If you feel that wa’ 
ask for an investigation yourself,’’ 

Castronova said he would, adding that he has a peti- 


mes indoor sport 


Castronova has also advanced a petition for an article on 
the town meeting warrant forcing the representatives to 
consider abandoning the town’s bipartisan town govern- 
ment in favor of a non-partisan one. One of the Stated rea- 
sons for move is to lessen the influence of the Democratic 
Town Committee in town government. 

“People are finally digging into the inside of what’s 
going on in town,” says Charles O'Neil, a resident who has 
taken to attending selectmen’s meetings regularly in the 
last six months and often berates the board. “People are 
finding things that do show some impropriety, Joe Castro- 
nova is the catalyst to the whole thing. He doesn’t let them 
rubber-stamp things. Nobody wants their tax money rub- 
ber-stamped anymore.” 

Ironically, Castronova was one of the most highly criti- 
cized town Officials himself in recent years until he stepped 
down as chairman of the department of public works 
board last spring. But since then, Castronova has attended 
virtually every selectmen’s meeting and dogged the board 
with criticism all along the way. 

In doing so, he has built a following of people who echo 
his questions and demand answers when they believe the 
town government is trying to dodge the issues. 


S$ i) Te Continued on page 12 


economy. “Times are bad. Maybe a few years ago they 
now they don’t. I’m glad to 


good government.” 


y answered questions 


resort would go out of 


Joseph M. Toole and 
Carlino. 
illegal happened, but it 


selectmen 


assessors should 


he said, which critics 


, I'd encourage you to 


ash of bomb threats ah. 
plaguing two Lee schools 


By Ellen G. Lahr hear about another one of these things,” 
Berkshire Eagle Staff said Zukowski. “But the only way these 
LEE — Lee schools have been the things stop is if somebody is appre- 
target of an abnormally high number of hended: ; righ 
bomb threats, causing growing concern Police are investigating a March 19 
and frustration among school and emer- bomb threat that caused the evacuation 
gency personnel, officials said this week. of Lee High School, according to Chief 
~ Superintendent Henry T. Zukowski Edward F. Finnegan. With nothing more , 
said that Lee Central School and Lee than the sound of a voice to go on, the 
High School have been evacuated five chances of identifying a suspect are 
times since the beginning of the school slim, he said. However, he said the in- 
year because of bomb threats. He said _ vestigation is “pretty active.” 
he could recall only two evacuations in Zukowski said that each time a 
the previous year. threatening phone call is received, the 


The school evacuations are highly yoice sounds like that of a youngster 
disruptive, he said, because students are —_ petween 13 and 17. 


_ out of the building during each search, Of the most recent incident, he said, “I 
which can take 40 minutes or more. 
7 “I’m at the stage where I don’t want to . BOMBS, continued on B6 


ton 


bomb scares By Ellen G. Lahr 


Berkshire Eagle Staff 


@ BOMBS, from B1 LEE — Two town officials who 
: received tax abatements in fiscal 
feel’ we are Spee) A oot year 1991 said Wednesday there 
pletely with the police, and I thine i Soul th 
hope they have a lead relative to | Rey ne akan nae he : 
this. ’'d like to see a person or shea as Nig meee ee LE 
ficial io ty ked 100) face \/the ; “T just want it to be known that 
AO spay te | I didn’t get any special treat- 
Lee High School Principal 2 z 
: “ . # ides ment,” said Moderator Joseph 
Richard T. Salinetti said, “We i 
oH hte Toole. “The Assessors are not 
have more leads this time than ay 4 
; sabe there waiting to do favors. 
we’ve ever had before. I’d like to ass ‘ 
a Town Clerk Patricia D. Carlino 
see us get someone and prose BlivedToole’ ks. Sh d 
cute, to show this is something we Seabed 7 OOle Semlarks.(ohe an 
won't take lightly.” her husband sought a tax abate- 
Making a bomb threat is a fel- ment for the first Gime in fiscal 
Be NE ea 1991 for commercial property they 
y : own in Main Street. 
Lenox scares 
In Lenox, where several bomb ‘Rights as taxpayer’ 
scares have occurred this year at “T don’t think I have to give up 
the high school, police said they my rights as a taxpayer and a 
have identified a juvenile they | voter,” she said. 
believe was responsible for at At Monday night’s Selectmen’s 
least two of the threats. | meeting, residents Joseph Castro- 
Deputy Fire Chief Alan Sparks | nova and Joseph Kresiak ques- 
said the frequency of bomb tioned the propriety of granting a 
threats this year is “ridiculous.” tax abatement to Oak n’ Spruce 
Chief Ronald Driscoll said the ; resort, and also commented about 
bomb scares cause “chaos.” Gen- inconsistencies in record keeping 
erally about 15 volunteer fire- at the Assessors’ office. 
fighters respond to a bomb scare 5 Kresiak said Toole’s and Car- 
call, said Sparks. | lino’s tax abatements were not 
“It’s a worry for everyone, be- | recorded in a consistent manner 
cause you don’t know what to in two different record books. 
think,” he said. : | They complained that the inac- 
The Lee School Committee’s | curacies put the Assessors in a 
policy is to evacuate the schools bad light. 
in every instance, notify the Po- | Toole contacted The Eagle this 
lice and Fire departments and week to state that there was 
contact a School Committee | nothing improper about his 
member. Fire and police per- abatement. 
sonnel search the schools. Zuk- “The Assessors were not push- 
owski said that not all school dis- | overs,” he said. “They held me to 
tricts are strict in their evacua- 


| the metal, and they were very 
| businesslike. It wasn’t a matter of 
Lee hasn’t deviated from the pol- walking in and walking out with 


icy. : | an abatement.” 
On days when weather is bad, | Toole said he had sought an 


Lee High School students are | abatement for the Chambery Inn, 
ta ee ae. ea ite / a bed and breakfast he owns on 
| : , | Main Street, because a bank ap- 
| a ee Pearle heaee eaateey praisal was much lower than the 


town’s assessment. 
down the street to St. Mary’s — | Hal guid he Crekstved a Figs 
Church. . 


abatement of $2,714. He said he 


tions for bomb scares, but that 


} l 
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Lee schools _ Two officials in Lee 
plagued by defend tax abatements 


got the same high tax bill this 
year as in fiscal 1991 and has 
attempted to get a similar 
abatement for 1992. He said he 
has not yet received a response 
from the Assessors. 

Carlino said that she and her 
husband bought some commercial 
property on Main Street in 1982 
and that they applied for a busi- 
ness abatement in 1991 for the 
first time. She said she was not 
an elected official at the time of 
the abatement but was working 
temporarily in the clerk’s posi- 
tion. 

Oak n’ Spruce received an 
abatement amounting to approx- 
imately $105,000 over two years. 
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Lee’s Superintendent of Schools Hen 
fives from a swarm of Ist graders whe 


By Ellen G. Lahr 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — Call him Hurricane Henry, the . 


Duracell bunny of Lee, the man for whom 
idle time means physical, emotional and in- 


- tellectual stagnation. He’s a School Commit- 


tee’s dream come true, and he may well be 
Lee’s most eccentric workaholic. 


Henry T. Zukowski, superintendent of Lee 
Public Schools, sleeps four hours a night, 
from 10 p.m. to 2 a.m. He survives on a junk 
food diet that would probably kill a lesser 
man. He goes for his daily five- or 10-mile run 
at 4 a.m. and works seven days a week. 


He says he’s taken two sick days in 30 
years, his last vacation was five years ago, 


and his idea of a night on the town is a quick 
dinner at Joe’s Diner with his wife, Joan. 

“If I could walk down the street completely 
relaxed, without thinking, I’d probably be 
affected by boredom,” he said. “I’ve never 
gotten up in the morning and said, ‘I wish I 
were somewhere else.’” 

According to him and those who know him, 
Zukowski loves his job and is completely 
devoted to a school system he knows inside 
and out, having risen through the ranks over 
more than three decades. 

After a series of outside superintendents 
who didn’t sit well in town, Hometown Henry 
has been “a godsend to the school system,” 
said School Committee Chairman Edward M. 
Lahey. 


ou ee | 
Lee’s superintendent sets a torrid pace, aa no aroun 


“The tranquility in the school system is _ 
quite a bit due to his stable approach to 


problems,” Lahey said. 


Lahey said Zukowski has been “honest as — 


the day is long,” fair and frank in his deal- 
ings with the School Committee since he 


became interim superintendent in 1985. He 


received a permanent appointment in 1987. 


Zukowski, said Lahey and others, doesn’t | 
shrink from a fight for something he believes | 


in, yet he never holds a grudge. Not only does 


he care about school, but he and his wife | 
reportedly have taken a number of students | 
into their home on occasions when the teen- | 
agers, for some reason, didn’t think they | 
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ry Zukowski gets high 
n he visits art class. 
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Lee superintendent 
sets a torrid pace 


With an ear to the news on TV and another to the telephone, 
workaholic Zukowski is at his office at Lee Central. 


@ ZUKOWSKI, from Al 


could go home. . 

Zukowski said he was always 
striving to make school something 
that students eagerly run to, “like 
a soap opera,” with the anticipa- 
tion that something important is 
going to happen every day. He 


said he is motivated by a deep 


enjoyment of people, whether at 
a School Committee meeting or 
on a golf course. 


‘The old school’ 


There is another view of Zuk- 

owski, however, one that suggests 
his role as an eager taskmaster 
may exclude some people along 
the way. 
1 Lee Education Association 
President Neil F. Clarke said 
‘Zukowski had indeed been good 
‘for the Lee schools. But Clarke 
said Zukowski’s “emphatic” style 
'— and that espoused by the Lee 
School Committee — seems to 
favor “the old school” approach 
of administration from above. 
‘Now, teachers are seeking more 
‘significant involvement in deci- 
sions affecting schools, such as 
‘how money is spent and cut from 
‘budgets, said Clarke. 

“My ideal is that the educa- 
‘tional leader meet with his staff 
‘and institutionalize the impor- 
‘tance of staff involvement in the 
‘schools,” he said. 

Instead, he said, the schools 
‘are burdened with financial 
‘troubles and constant reminders 
from above to “watch your 
‘budget.” 

1 
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Zukowski acknowledged that 
the money problems are a perva- 
sive cloud over the schools and 
the teachers. However, he said he 
is deeply committed to his “open- 
door policy,’ and welcomes 
teacher initiative. But because 
the School Committee by law has 
certain prerogatives in spending 
and budget decisions, teachers 
may not have enjoyed the role 
they are seeking, Zukowski said. 

Zukowski is in his office by 7:45, 
crunching budget numbers, read- 
ing whatever educational mate- 
rial he can find, talking to state 
legislators, parents, School 
Committee members and school 
employees. Sounding much like 
Howard Cosell, he calls out re- 
quests for documents and budget © 
figures from his two assistants. 

With one eye on his paperwork 
and an ear tuned in to Cable 
Network News on the television 
he keeps on his desk, he manages 
the day-to-day affairs of the 
schools and makes plans for the 
future. 


Always a bow tie 


Each day he takes a walk 
through Lee Central School and 
Lee High School, where the stu- 
dents call him “Mr. Z.” He wan- | 
ders comfortably in and out of | 
classrooms, greeting teachers and | 
students, answering questions _ 
about golf practice. 

“I don’t want the teachers to | 
think there’s a stranger in there,” 
he said. “And I want the childrer 
to know who Hank Zukowski is ig 
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Zukowski 


talks to Lee Central 


ool students in the hallway. Known to students as Mr. 


At the high school, wearing his 
tweed sport coat, corduroys and 
post-war bow tie, he stops in the 
weight room to press 750 pounds 
of leg weights 10 times, without 
taking breath, veins straining in 
his face. After school, he coaches 
the high school golf team, and at 
night has either a School Com- 
mittee meeting, a school’ event or 
a meeting at Greenock Country 
Club or the Veterans of Foreign 
Wars. \ 

With his quarter-inch crew cut, 
precise language delivered in 
robust decibles and a disciplined, 
“straight and narrow” lifestyle, as 
one longtime friend put it, Zuk- 
owski could be a military man. 

And he was, as the Marine 
paraphernalia in his office sug- 
gests. It was more than 50 years 


ago that Zukowski was a teen- 
aged Marine, stationed overseas 
in World War II. He later served 
in Korea. But despite the F-16 
fighter plane poster on his wall 
and other souvenirs, he won’t talk 
about the military chapter in his 
life, how it may have shaped him 
or whether it just suited him. 

Still, the Marine motto, “Sem- 
per Fideles,” or “Always Faith- 
ful,’ seems to fit him well even 
now. 

Now, education is his passion, 
and that’s what he likes to talk 
about. He began as a teacher in 
the Lee schools and was then 
appointed as vice principal at 
Lee High School, a job he held 
for 16 years. Then he became a 
principal and, later, superinten- 
dent. 

Recently he has proposed 
sharing classes with Lenox as 
both towns’ school populations 
decline. He’s also suggested 
lengthening the school year to 
keep Lee students competitive 
with students around the world. 
He’s worried about school re- 
form laws being proposed in Bos- 
ton, and anguishes over whether 
the high school should make 
condoms available to students, a 
topic that challenges his conser- 
vative sensibilities. 


He’s presided quietly over the 
Otis School Committee’s contro- 
versial decision to leave the 
school union that includes Lee, 
and early in his superintendency 
he had to cope with a school 
employee who was accused of 
molesting a student. In the midst 


ing school population, so far he 
has juggled dollars enough to 
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Z, he’s in the habit of making rounds of the two schools and 


some of their classrooms daily. 


avoid laying off many teachers. 

He says his idle time is from 2 
a.m. to 4 a.m., when he is just 
starting his day. He listens to the 
scanner, the radio, reads, watches 
the traffic on the turnpike near 
his house on Fairview Street. His 
current passion is the Civil War, 
and he’s reading every book he 
can find on the subject, he said. 
In his early days as a school- 
teacher, he repaired televisions 
between 2 a.m. and when school 
started. 

He says his wife, Joan, a retired 
schoolteacher, has a lifestyle 
much less driven than his own, 
but that she takes his pace — and 


culinary requests — in stride. 

Lahey said the two have a 
marriage “the likes of which 
anybody would dream about.” 
They have two grown children 
and are expecting their first 
grandchild in May. 

The School Committee has ex- 
pressed some concern about the 
pace that Zukowski keeps, and 
they worry that he looks tired 
sometimes, that his knees hurt, 
that he keeps running anyway, 
that he’s planning to run in the 
Boston marathon next month. 

Still, call him on the phone and 
say, “How are you?” and he re- 
plies, “Absolutely perfect!” 
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enases, others picket Stevens — 


By Rose Foley 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — Carrying signs claiming 
Pastor Carl H. Stevens has de- 
stroyed families and asking him 
to leave the Berkshires in peace, 
about a dozen people, including 
the winner of a $6.6 million law- 
suit against Stevens, protested his 
appearance here yesterday 
morning. 

While the protesters paraded 
silently in front of the Berkshire 
Bible Church on High Street, 
Stevens gave the sermon — a 
message of “committing yourself 
unto the Lord” — to a gathering 
of more than 100 church members 
at a 10:30 a.m. service. 


Started over in Baltimore 


Stevens, 62, was pastor of the 
former Bible Speaks ministry in 
Lenox until 1987, when Judge 
James F. Queenan Jr., citing his 
“clerical deceit, avarice and sub- 
jugation,” ruled that the church 
must return to Elizabeth D. Do- 
vydenas of Lenox $6.6 million she 
had donated as a church member. 
Unable to pay the money, The 
Bible Speaks declared bank- 
ruptcy, and Stevens and many 
members of his congregation 
moved to Baltimore. There he 
started a new church, Greater 
Grace World Outreach. 

Dovydenas and her husband, 
Jonas, were among the protesters 
yesterday in front of Berkshire 
Bible Church, which according to 
Pastor John L. Gardner, is affili- 
ated with Greater Grace but op- 
erates separately. 


Tos! Ubrizi / Berkshire Eagle Staff 
Elizabeth Dovydenas, center, carrying the sign that says ‘Deceit, avarice and subjugation,’ was among those 


picketing as Carl Stevens preached in Lee yesterday. 


Elizabeth Dovydenas was car- 
Tying a sign quoting Queenan’s 
depiction of Stevens’ actions. 

“This is not religion,” she said 
yesterday of Stevens’ preaching. 
“This is criminal activity. 

“We really want to warn people 
in Lee about Carl Stevens.” 

She said Stevens is the leader 
of a cult that ruins the lives of 
individuals and families through 
mind control and hypnosis. 

“He’s an extremely dangerous 
individual,” said Jonas Do- 
vydenas. “People in the commu- 
nity as well as the church should 
shun him. We will see casualties 
in the future.... Carl is bogus 
from his hairpiece on down.” 


Other protesters were eager to 
voice their opinions. 

James Bisgrove, 43, of Pittsfield 
said he had belonged to The Bi- 


Tom Sullivan 
Tm not his father’ 


ble Speaks for about five years. 
He referred to Stevens’ preaching 
as “monkey theology” — see no 
evil, hear no evil, speak no evil. 
He said the church insulates 
members from the truth because 
they are not allowed to read 

— negative articles or information 
about the church. 


Thomas M. Sheehan, 38, of 
Lowell said he joined the church 
—Wwhen he was 21 after he was 
picked up hitchhiking by a mem- 
ber in Maine, before the ministry 
moved to Lenox. 


“He [Stevens] had a strong hold 
on people,” he said, adding that 
even when he thought something 
preached was wrong, there was 
peer pressure to challenge him 
and he started to second-guess 
himself. 


Chet Farmer 


Causes emotional damage 


Photos by Joel Librizzi / Berkshire Eagle Staff 


Sheehan said he dropped out of 
the University of Massachusetts 
while he was a Bible Speaks 
member because he was criti- 
cized for associating with other 
Christians. He said he left the 
church voluntarily after 3 years. 

Tom Sullivan of Saugus said he 
still has a 30-year-old son, Pat- 
rick, who belongs to the church, 
serving as a pastor in New Or- 
leans. He said another son and 
daughter left the church after the 
Dovydenas ruling. 

“He calls me Mr. Sullivan,” he 
said of Patrick. “I’m not his fa- 
ther anymore.” 

He said his son won’t read or 
listen to anything outside the 
church. 

“I think only God will get him 
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James Bisgrove 
‘Monkey theology’ 


Photo by Abby Pratt 


Pastor Carl Stevens at the 
church this weekend. 


Eagle 3[30/q2. 


A member 

of the 
congregation 
from 
Stockbridge 
said Stevens is 
‘a good 
person.’ 


Thomas Sheehan | 
‘Strong hold.on people’ | 


Stevens said that in 40 years of © 
preaching he has never missed a 
sermon because he is committed 
to being faithful to the church. 


ovydenases picket 
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Ay la \ ay they wrote now and then, re- 
®@ PICKETS, from B1 ¢ 2 \>° Farmer’s statements were in- | Sponded to Stevens when re- 
out,” he said. “My efforts will not 


terrupted by a passer-by, who quested by raising their hands or 
; .: yelled, “If you read the word, you calling out a phrase, such as 
make a difference. 
Chet Farmer, 44, of Lee was a 


would not be here.” “Every day in every way, I’m get- 
The passer-by, Kelly Morgan, ting better and better.” 
pastor with The Bible Speaks in 33, of Pittsfield, said later she After the service, Tom Toole, 
Lenox for seven years and be- sometimes attends services at the 38, of Lee said he has belonged to 
longed to the church for 10 years. Berkshire Bible Church. the church since 1975, joining in 
He said Stevens uses unquali- “If they would be in church | Maine. i 
fied people to preach: “I had a with God, they would not have to We come to Sunday service, 
degree in business, and I was waste time attacking men,” she hear a message preached, and we 
teaching theology:” said. can take it or leave it,” he said. 
TA yh oa NE ake A Stevens’ service, which lasted He added that he has never had 
f ; ace about 40 minutes, was punctuated anyone tell him not to read any- 
illegal, but he’s not. But it does by quotes from the Bible. He en- thing. 
freee emotional damage,” he couraged people to “make up Another member, who is a 
: their minds to live right, to live in Stockbridge’ resident and_busi- 
faith and obedience, and God will nessman, said he has been in the 
bless you.” ministry for 22 years. He declined 
to give his name because too 
many people would think of his 


| of Stevens. 


association as being negative. 
“He’s a good person,” he said 


Lee Bank earnings drop 25%; 
assets, deposits grow in 199] 
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By Lewis C. Cuyler 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — Lee Bank reported yes- 
terday that its 1991 earnings had 
dropped 25 percent, but that both 
assets and deposits had grown 
during the year, leaving the bank 
“with a very healthy capital posi- 
tion and strong earnings stream.” 

David J. Bruce, president, at- 
tributed the earnings decline — 
from $837,000 in 1990 to $626,000 in 
1991 — to the bank’s decision to 
maintain 5.5 percent interest 
payments on savings accounts 
and increases in Federal Deposit 
Insurance Corp. insurance. 


Consistent rate 


In good times and bad, he said, 
Lee bank has paid 5.5 percent on 
its savings accounts. Although the 
practice reduced the _ bank’s 
earnings last year, the bank de- 
cided to maintain the rate, which 
is higher than at most other 
banks, he said. The true market 
rate should be around 4 percent, 
Bruce said, with most banks pay- 
ing between 4 and 4% percent. 

The regular savings accounts, 
he said, account for about 35 
percent of the bank’s deposits. 

FDIC insurance has also risen, 
as the federal agency has re- 
sponded to the savings and loans 
crisis, levying higher premiums 
from banks in the attempt to keep 
the reserves solvent. 

“In 1987, we were paying about 
8 cents per $100 on deposits,” 
Bruce said. “Now we are paying 
25 cents and, with approximately 
$118 million in deposits, it adds 
up to a good chunk of change.” 

Bruce called 1991 one of the 
most difficult years in banking, 
stating that despite the drop in 
earnings “we are pleased with 
the results.” 

Nevertheless, he said, the 
. Berkshire community needs more 


ao 


David J. Bruce 


jobs to maintain its health. 


Offsetting the bank’s earnings 
performance, he said, was the 
bank’s $6.7 million gain in assets 
to $131.7 million, a 5.4 percent 
increase. The bank’s capital also 
increased by 5.8 percent to $11 
million. 

As a result, at year-end the 
bank posted an 8.39 percent capi- 
tal-to-asset ratio, well above the 
FDIC minimums for a_ healthy 
bank. Those minimums vary be- 
tween 3 percent and 4 percent. 


Deposits during 1991 grew by 6.2 
percent to $118.4 million and total 
loans grew 2.2 percent to $98.4 
million. 

Bruce said that 75 percent of 
the bank’s loans are in residen- 
tial mortgages. A total of $20.7 
million in mortgage loans was 
written during 1991, with the bulk 
of those being refinanced to take 
advantage of the lower interest 
rates. 
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¥It was our second busiest year 
ever for mortgage loans,” he said. 
The busiest years, he said, were 
in 1987 and 1988, and in one of 
them the bank wrote $24 million 
in mortgages. 


He said the bank expects to 
continue its participation in af- 
fordable housing programs, such 
as the Good Samaritan program 
run by the Berkshire Housing 
Development Corp., and a second, 
called First Time Homebuyers. 


Even though Lee Bank experi- 
enced no significant loan losses 
during the year, it raised its loan 
loss reserve to $1.02 million, up 
from $890,000 last year. 


Bruce said that efforts to work 
out payment on non-performing 
loans or to forestall foreclosures 
increased substantially during he 
year. 


Holding company application 


He said the FDIC has approved 
the bank’s application to create a 
holding company that would own 
the bank while allowing it to 
conduct its normal pattern of 
business. He said the bank is an- 
ticipating approval from the 
Federal Reserve Bank and the 
Massachusetts commissioner of 
banking and expects the holding 
company will be established by 
July 1. 


The move to a holding com- 
pany, which was reported last 
year, will allow the bank to retain 
control of its own operations but 
also allow it to take advantage of 
expected changes in federal reg- 
ulations. These regulations would 
allow banks to go into other kinds 
of financial services, such as in- 
surance and mutual funds. 


Incorporated in 1852, Lee Bank 
ranks as the fifth-largest savings 
bank in Berkshire County. 
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Lee task force outlines suggestions 
for easing police-community relations 


By D.R. Bahlman 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — Declaring that its part 
of the job is finished, the town’s 
task force on police-community 
relations agreed yesterday to 
send its final report to the Se- 
lectmen. 


Headed by Lee Central School 
Principal Steven Cozzaglio, the 
five-member committee has spent 
the past two months working on 
recommendations aimed at im- 
proving the community relations 
skills of police officers and edu- 
cating parents and their children 
about police procedures. 


At Cozzaglio’s suggestion, the 
task force decided to mail the 
report to the Selectmen with a 
letter containing an offer to ap- 
pear at the board’s April 13 
meeting, or any other time, to 
answer questions about it. 

Cozzaglio said the report, along 


The report will be made available for 
public inspection. Gf, #/ ee is 


with letters and other material 
that the committee used to pre- 
pare it, will be available for pub- 
lic inspection. 

The final recommendations in- 
clude: 


> Having police officials meet 
with representatives of the dis- 
trict attorney’s office to come up 
with a method of cutting down on 
the number of times that police, 
parents and teen-agers must re- 
appear in court because a police 
report is not available. 


> Holding seminars in high 

school civics classes to teach 
teen-agers about laws and police 
procedures. 


> Possibly expanding the Drug 
Abuse Resistance Education 
program to the junior high school 
level. 


» Sponsorship by police and 
school officials of two annual 
workshops for parents and other 
members of the community. 

> Publishing by police of a 
quarterly newsletter for parents 
containing legal information on a 
selected topic related to young 
people and general information 
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Lee traffic light goes 


to town meeting 

Having been rebuffed by the Lee Select- 
men, William D. Bean has taken his effort 
to install a traffic light at the intersection of 
Main and Park streets to the town repre- 
sentatives. 

Bean presented Monday a petition seek- 
ing town meeting approval for the 
$100,000 light after the Lee Selectmen 
told Bean last week that they believed the 
light is unnecessary. 

In other selectmen’s business, the board 
announced that: 

-- The Lee Education Association has 
formally objected to the selectmen’s deci- 
sion to decrease the town’s health-insur- 
ance reimbursement rate from 90 to 75 
percent. In a letter from the association, 
the group states that the change affects 
_their wages and thus must be negotiated 
through a formal process and not by a 
single vote of the selectmen. 

-- The state Department of Public 
Works has installed a temporary traffic 
signal on U.S. Route 20 at Green Water 
Brook near Decker’s Garage for road work 
being done on a small bridge there. 

— Photographs of skiers Krista and Kim 

hmidinger and the Lee girls basketball 
team will be placed either on the cover or 
near the front of the town report. 
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about what police are doing in 
the community. 

> Implementing a program for 
first offenders. Police, court and 
school officials would be respon- 
sible for this task. 

» Having police develop a 
more open policy regarding the 
release of public information to 
the news media and others. The 
scope of the material to be re- 
leased would be limited by ap- 
plicable state laws. 

> Monthly staff meetings for 
police officers. 

Aside from Cozzaglio, members 
of the committee are Kathleen 
Bort, dean of students at Lee 
High School; Police Officer 
Joseph Buffis, Paul Perachi and 
Charles O’Neil. 
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Lee town administrator finalists 


"Impressive," will "need thick skin" _ 


All three finalists in Lee’s search for a 
town administator have administrative 
experience in running municipal govern- 
Ments in Massachusetts and come to their 
final interviews on Saturday with high 
marks from the town’s search committee. 


“We have three people with strong resu- 
mes and strong experience for the job,” 
Lee Selectman Martin Deely says. ‘We 
were all impressed. Each one, though, has 
a very different personality. It will be up to 
us now to decide which one will best suit the 
town of Lee.” 


The Lee Selectmen will interview the 
candidates on Saturday at Town Hall be- 
ginning at 10 a.m.The final cut was made 
after the selectmen received more than 
100 applications for the Position, which 
was created by town voters and the state 
Legislature after many years of discussion. 


Many people in town government and 
town residents are looking forward to the 
Presence of a full-time professional ad- 
ministrator to offer expert assistance to 
the selectmen in running the town in a more 
cost-effective and efficient manner. 


However, some people view the position 
as an unnecessary expense. 


“I'd say we want to get someone with a 
thick skin,’’ Deely says. ‘There will be 
times when things are good and and times 
when they get ugly. We’re going to want 


someone who can galvanize the town.” 


cause of concerns about insurance, Bradbury convinced 
the board to change its opinion after advising that most 


ings. 


other chambers in the county are based in municipal build- 


The only remaining question was that the town has yet to 
devise a room plan for the building, which has been half 
empty for the last six months. Selectmen’s Chairman Jo- 
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) they should get a room.” 


seph F. Dupont told Bradbury that he was unsure whether 
the chamber would have enough room. But Selectman | 
Diane P. Roosa disagreed. 

“We're giving the chamber the runaround,” she said | 
Monday. “‘Nobody else has asked us to use the building; 


The final candidates and their brief biog-| 
raphies follow: | 

-- Paul J. Guida has been the town ad-| 
ministrator of Ware for the last three. 
years. He works with a five-person board of 
selectmen and helps oversee a $10 million 
annual budget. His previous experience 
includes being community-development 
director and assistant to the Ware Select- 
men from 1982 to 1989 and he has been a 
consultant to the towns of Hardwick, 
Shirley and Oxford for municipal affairs. 

-- Philip E. Lemnios has a degree in pub- 
lic administration from the University of 
California and has been the assistant to the 
mayor of Attleboro since 1988. A former 
Peace Corps volunteer, Lemnios has 
helped to oversee a $42 million budget, | 
select insurance plans, negotiate wages, 
and direct several initiatives. He had previ-’ 
ously worked for an insurance company in 
California and worked for Los Angeles 
County. 

-- Frank Abbondanzio has been the chief 
administrative officer in Montague since 
1980, having served as executive secretary, 
administrative director and community- 
planning director for the town. He cites his 
strengths as financial Management, hav- 
ing overseen a $9.2 million budget, person- 
nel management with a town payroll that 
includes 80 people, Planning and develop- 
ment, communications and grantsman- 
ship. He has a degree in public administra- 
tion from the University of Massachusetts. 
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Paul Freed films movie 
about Wildcats and Lee 


Continued from page 1 

Freed, who says. that winning and losing basketball 
games has little if anything to do with the documentary, 
will continue to film through the end of the school year. He 
hopes to finish the one-hour movie by the fall and show it 
on any one of several cable channels, including PBS, HBO, 
Lifetime, Arts and Entertainment, ESPN or an educa- 
tional channel. 

Freed first became inspired to make the film last year 
while working on the movie Lethal Innocence -- which his 
wife Nan Bernstein helped produce -- in Lee. The girls 
basketball team had just won the state.championship for 
the third-consecutive time and the victorious girls team 
was being escorted through town on blaring fire trucks. 

“Something clicked in my head,” says Freed, who con- 
fesses to never paying much attention to the time before 
that. The idea for the film took form over the summer and 
fall. Freed then approached Lee High Principal Richard 
Salinetti, School Superintendent Henry T. Zukowski, 
basketball coach Tom Cinella, the players and their par- 
ents before beginning the film. 

John Toole, Mead Specialty Paper Division and Kim- 
berly-Clark contributed money for the startup costs of the 
venture -- for which Freed says he is still seeking funding -- 
and Freed began filming with a New York City crew. 


‘The basketball team is a jumping-off 
point for a documentary of a moment 
of time in history of a small town. I 
think it’s something unusual and 
special. ”’ 


Lights, camera, action! 
A town and its team 


Filmmaker Paul Freed is doing a movie about a team and its town. The 
town is Lee and the team is the Wildcats, the Lee High School girls bas- 
ketball squad. 

“T see the team as a microcosm of the town. I see Lee as representing 
that wonderful small-town America that’s fast disappearing from the 
American landscape,” says Freed, who lives in Tyringham. 

Following the girls on the Lee team during and after their season 
which ended with a loss to Lenox, Freed is documenting the joys, pres- 
sures, trials and tribulations of the group which came to mean so much 
to Lee residents over the last four years. 

“There’s something about Lee in particular that reminds me of the 
1950s in America. There’s a foundation that’s very important to the 
fabric of American life that is disappearing and I’d like to hold on to 


through this film.” 
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Continued on page 17 


| “Everybody has been very supportive,” Freed says. 
Freed, who previously had worked primarily on scripted 
movies, decided to take a journalistic approach to the film. 

“This film is not about winning and losing,” he says. “It’s 
about real people in real situations. This is about the girls 
and their town.” 

Lee as a small town 

Having grown up in New York City, Freed says he was 
unfamiliar with small towns. 

“You don’t have the fabric of a community in a City, or in 
most of the country, that you have here,” Freed says. “The 
basketball team is a jumping-off point for a documentary 
of a moment of time in history of a small town. I think it’s 
something unusual and special.” 

The movie chronicles the games and also the pregame 
preparations, reactions from fans and family during the 
games, discussions with younger girls who look up to the 
Lee girls as role models, interviews with young women who | 
reflect on their experience as Wildcat girls hoop players, 
discussions with residents about the team and what its 
success has meant to Lee. 

“Tve suspended judgment and just filmed people doing 
what they do,” he says. “The girls have been terrific. 
They’ve pretty much ignored me and the cameras, and for 
that I am grateful.” 

What Freed says he has found is that the members of the 
basketball team reflect the diversity and ethics of Lee. 
Hard-working, tough, competitive and vulnerable, Freed 
Says the theme of the movie may be how different people 
join together for a common cause which in this case hap- 
pens to be winning basketball games. 

Supportive community 

“When the film is done, I hope that young people any- 
where would be able to relate to the town and use the girls 
as role models,” Freed says. “It’s possible to be vulnerable 
and have problems and still be successful. Lee is a very 
supportive town, but the downside in this case was that 
there was a lot of pressure to succeed. After alll, it is just a 
game and these are high-school girls trying to grow up.” 

The fact that Lee lost to Lenox in the Western Mass. 
championship does not take away from the movie, he says. 

“What I’m trying to show is that the journey is more 
important than the result,” he says. “Winning or losing a 
game is not the point of the film or life.” 

Although Freed says the film is supposed to be about any 
typical small town, he adds that Lee seems ideally suited as 
the prototypical small town. 

“There’s something very different about Lee that 
makes it seem like a very real town,” he says. “I don’t know 
if it’s because it’s more of a traditional working-class town 
and less of a tourist-oriented town. There isn’t any pre- 
|| tense with the town and there isn’t any pretense with the 

girls. It’s almost a faceless effort on their part. It’s a group 
working together. That’s why they’ve been so successful 
and will continue to be successful.” 
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DeVarennes enters crowded Lee Selectmen race 


Creating a four-way race for Lee Select- 


Baily and Aldo Pascucci. 


tal-planning committee for many years. 


‘men, Finance Committee Chairman John 
DeVarennes is seeking the Democratic 
Town Committee’s nomination for the 

_ three-year post. 

DeVarennes is the only candidate who 
has asked the Democrats for the nomina- 
tion, and as of earlier this week no candi- 
date was seeking the Republican nomina- 
tion. 

Three people, however, are running as 
independent candidates -- incumbent Se- 
lectmen’s Chairman Joseph F. Dupont 
and Planning Board members Gordon 


In all four cases, the candidates have 
extensive experience in town government. 
They all say that they are interested in act- 
ing as stewards for the new town adminis- 
trator who may be hired within the next two 
weeks. 

DeVarennes was on the board of select- 
men from 1978 to 1984 and the Lee School 
Committee from 1967 to 1972. He has 
been finance committee chairman since 
last April and has intensively researched 
ways to resolve the town’s budgetary prob- 


lems. He has also headed the town’s capi- 


“During the transition to an administra- 
tor-selectmen government, I can add to it 
with the experience I have in town govern- 
ment,” DeVarennes says. “My big issue is 
one of communication. I read that loud and 
clear every time I pop up at a selectmen’s 
meeting.” 


The Republican and Democrat cau- 
Cuses will both be held on May 9. The town 
election will be on May 18. So far, the se- 
lectmen’s race is the only contested posi- 
tion. 
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sments in Lee, the Lee Selectmen 
d 2-1 Monday to direct the Board of 
essors to publish the complete list of all 
ed properties in town this year 


© prominent town officers. : 
Lee’s bylaws require the town to publish 


_| the assessed properties every year. But 


Officials say the asessments have not been 


_ | published for at least 10 years because of 


budgetary concerns, a factor which Select- 
man Martin Deely said was his reason for 
voting against publishing the list this year. 

“The bylaws say you have to do it,” Cas- 
tronova told the selectmen. “Aren’t you 
‘Sworn to uphold the bylaws? How can you 

But Deely, who says he voted for the by- 
law in the 1970s, said it would be a better 
idea to wait until next year when the the 
town’s property revaluation is completed 
and then publish the list every three years. 

Nevertheless, Selectmen’s Chairman 
Joseph F. Dupont and Selectman Diane P. 
Roosa were swayed by Castronova and 
voted for the measure. 


_ Lee’s Top-10 — 
property taxpayers 


The following is a list of the taxes 
Paid by the top-10 property taxpayers 
Diversified Resorts (Oak ‘n 
Spruce) -- $168,923 
_ Kimberly-Clark -- $159,120 - 
__ Mead Specialty Paper Division -- 
$149,656 ; . 
_ The Ponds at Fox Hollow -- $75,406 
Western Mass. Electric Co. -- 
$70,148 P e ; 
High Lawn Farm -- $51,488 
Kay-Bee Toy — $48,082 
Lee 


Clark Aiken — $32,457 
Berkshire Gas — $32,440 


Abbondanzio 
is undecided 
on Lee post 


LEE — Frank Abbondanzio of 
Millers Falls hasn’t jumped at the 
offer to become Lee’s first town 
administrator. 

Yesterday was the date the Se- 


lectmen had set for Abbondanzio 4 '\ 
to respond to their job offer. But SS 
Selectman Martin H. Deely said ~ 


ia 


the candidate was still weighing 
his options yesterday. 

“He's still wrestling with things 
a little bit,” said Deely, who re- 
ceived a call from Abbondanzio 


up and go to something new.” 


“The bylaws say we have to do it every 
year, so we'll do it this year and then we'll 
change the bylaw so that they’re published 
every three years in the future,” Dupont 
said. 

Monday’s vote came one week after sev- 
eral residents questioned the conduct of 
the town’s Board of Assessors. Specific 
concerns were raised over abatements 


granted to Moderator Joseph M. Toole ° 


and Town Clerk/Treasurer Patricia Car- 
lino. Joseph Kresiak, a resident, also said 
he was given two different books in the as- 
sessors Office, one with some abatements 
and the other with other abatements. He 
said the discrepancy raised concerns with 
him and others. 

As it turns out, officials in the assessors 
office say Kresiak looked at records from 
two different years, explaining the differ- 
ences in abatements. 

Further, Toole and Carlino said their 
abatements were requested and granted 
because the assessments of their proper- 
ties were overvalued. 

In Toole’s case, his nine-room Cham- 
bery Inn -- which was the former St. Mary’s 
School -- was assessed at a higher value 
than any other building on Main Street. 

The $776,200. assessment (and resulting 
$9,314 tax bill) is extremely high compared 
with other properties, he says, such as the 
much larger brick Zabian’s Building 
($699,900 assessment, $8,398 tax bill) and 
Frank Consolati’s building at 49-55 Main 
St. with 12 apartments and three retail 
stores, including Jack’s ($405,2000 assess- 
ment, $4,862.40 tax bill). 

“The only other building on Main Street 
that is getting assessed like mine is my 
brother’s at Toole Insurance,” Toole says. 
“We're getting punished because we take 
good care of our buildings. I don’t see how 
a fledgling — and put a capital F in Fledgling 
-- nine-room bed-and-breakfast can be 
assessed at a higher rate than some of these 
major buildings on Main Street. The 


Chambery Inn pays the highest tax per 
square foot of any property on the tax rolls 
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Abbondanzio, chief administra- A, 


2 1 
yesterday. “It’s not easy to 3 | 


tive officer for the town of Mon- 
tague-for the past 12 years, was 
the first choice of the majority of 
members of the Town Adminis- 


4s 


ns 


trator Search Committee, which ~ 


reviewed more than 100 job ap- 
plications in recent months. 

Deely said that he is inclined to 
be patient but that he hopes to 
receive a definitive answer today. 

If Abbondanzio turns down the 
job, it will likely be offered to 
Philip Lemnios, assistant to the 
mayor of North Attleboro. The job 
offer carries a salary of up to 
$45,000 per year. 

Abbondanzio could not be 
reached for comment yesterday. 
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in the town of Lee.” ' 

Even with a $2,700 abatement, Toole 
says his tax bill is the fourth-largest one on 
Main Street. 

“Perhaps the intentional singling out of 
only two individuals out of the approxi- 
mately 300 that were granted abatements 
for 1991 might offer the Lee community 
some insight into the motivation of this 
small group,” Toole says. “The good com- 
munity of Lee may soon grow tired and 
suspicious of such ‘town-spirited’ efforts 
that produce less unity and more commu- 
nity alienation. 
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LEE — The Lee Visiting Nurse 
Association will sponsor a free 
health fair on Saturday, April 11, at 
Lee Central School on High Street. 

The fair will be from 9 a.m. to 2 
p.m. for all South County residents. 

Services will include Pap smears 
and breast exams performed by Drs. 
Terry Weaver, Charles Stratton and 
Todd LePine; dental checkups and 
oral cancer screening by Drs. Wil- 
liam Collins, Ronald Myers and 
Raymond J. Wise; 

Also, vision, glaucoma and cata- 
ract screening, Dr. Peter Cerruti and 
a technician from the office of Dr. 
Bruce Evenchik; skin cancer screen- 
ing, Dr. Parhizgar Behzad; and 
orthodontic screening, Dr. Raymond 
Meandro. 

Other health professionals will do 
hearing tests, blood pressure 
Screening, electrocardiograms, cho- 
lesterol screening, and urinalysis and 
hematocrits, the VNA said. 

Hillcrest Hospital will offer pul- 
monary function testing. Tetanus 
booster shots will be available, and 
take-home kits for colon cancer de- 
| tection will be offered. 

New this year will be a well-child 
clinic staffed by Dr. Christine Ciosek 
and Hillcrest Health Center nurse- 
practitioner Anne Hutchinson. The 
clinic will offer general physical ex- 
ams and immunizations, for which 
parents are asked to bring current 
immunization records, and referral 
services, 

Planned for children are several 
special activities, including a teddy 
bear clinic for bears or dolls brought 
by children. 

Also offered will be a children’s 
hospital with cast-making and chil- 
dren’s first-aid demonstration; am- 
bulance and police car visits; identi- 
fication fingerprinting; visit by the 
Red Cross Buckle-Up Bear; safety 
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2hursday, 


April 2, 1992 


Free Health Fair in Lee 
Is for South County 


video; AIDS information for chil- 
dren; balloons, hats, coloring books; 
and, weather permitting, hay rides. ’ 

Other fair features will include a 
bike safety check by Thomas Hitch: 
cock of Lee and a demonstration of 
aerobics, step classes and exercise 
equipment by Todd Stevens ‘of 
Berkshire West Athletic Club. : 

Barbara Oliver of the VNA staff 
will discuss meditation and conduct 
two meditation sessions. Lenox 
therapist Dr. Gil Slote will discuss 
family issues. 

An AIDS presentation will be 
given by Debbie Bolster of the Red 
Cross. 

The Lee Volunteer Ambulancé 
Squad will demonstrate CPR and 
the Heimlich maneuver, answer 
questions about what to do while 
waiting for an ambulance, and pro- 
vide an electric quiz board on first 
aid. 

Providing information about and 
for teenagers will be Joe Buffis of 
the Lee Police Department; Hillcrest 
Hospital's Adolescent Drug Prob- 
lems adolescent specialist Dominick 
Sacco; and Lee High School’s dean 
of students, Kathy Bort. 

A pharmacist from McClelland 
Drug Store will answer questions 
about drug interactions and side ef- 
fects. People are invited to bring 
current and unused medications for 
screening. =, 

More than 25 local health and 
community service organizations and 
businesses will provide exhibits, in-' 
formation, refreshments and door 
prizes, and the Lee Youth Associa-! 
tion will offer transportation from 
outlying towns, the VNA said. 

Appointments are needed for the 
well-child clinic, some tests and 
transportation. More information is 
available by calling the VNA office — 
at Stratton House, 21 High St. 
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By BETSY SLATER 
Staff Reporter 


State Rep. Christopher Hodgkins 
(D-Lee) has voted in favor of an 
amendment that he explains could 
keep hazardous waste in the com- 
munities where it is created. 

Rep. Hodgkins was one of 80 
legislators who rejected an amend- 
ment to change two sections of the 
Massachusetts General Laws which, 
had it passed, would have allowed 
local boards of health to close facil- 
ities licensed before 1980. 

The authority of local boards of 


; health remains intact for any new 


proposed facilities. 

New hazardous waste facilities will 
not be able to operate without a 
permit from the local board of 
health, according to the law. Nor 
would any existing site be able to 
expand without a permit from the 
board of health. 


“The amendment to strike these 
chapters was brought up by Rep. 
Suzanne Bump of Braintree,” Rep. 
Hodgkins explained. 


“Braintree has Clean Harbors, a 
hazardous waste clean-up and 
transfer facility, and Proctor & 
Gamble out there that produce a 
high percent of toxic waste. 


Education bigwigs shun L 


By Ellen G. Lahr 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


| 
ru 


| LEE — School Superintendent 
Henry T. Zukowski said yesterday 

| that despite the regional nature 

| of an educational reform meeting 
set for Tuesday at 7 p.m. key 
state legislators and the state’s 
new commissioner of education 
will be unable to attend. 

“I was hoping we could make 
the people east of us know our 
concerns,” said Zukowski. 

County school and town offi- 
cials, mayors, teachers, legisla- 
tors, parent-teacher organizations 
and school committees have been 
asked to attend the forum Tues- 
day at Lee High School to discuss 
school reform legislation and 
problems with school choice. 
Zukowski said 129 


The Berkshire Courier 


' Hodgkins Says Hazardous Waste Vote 
Was to Keep Dumps out of Berkshires 


“In order to open those plants, 
they had to pass the board of health 
and after spending millions of dol- 
lars to meet all the requirements 
and finally getting licensed, a new 
board of health wants to take away 
their licenses. 

“If that happened they wouldn’t 
be allowed to dump in the commu- 
nity where they exist. 

“T could see Rep. Bump eying the 
Berkshires as a dumping site. We’re 
ripe for something like this to hap- 
pen. We don’t have anything yet, 
and I’m afraid they'll come here 
looking for a site.” 

The legislature in 1980 enacted 
the Hazardous Waste Siting Act, 
which was designed to include local 
input for facilities built or expanded 
after May 1980. This means facilities 
that were already in operation be- 
fore 1980 were not subject to new 
permits or being shut down by local 
boards of health. 

The legislation did, however, set 
forth a process for the siting of 
facilities after 1980, which included a 
role for local boards of health. 

The law says that a place can not 
be established, maintained or oper- 
ated by anyone as a site for a 
hazardous waste facility, unless the 
place has either been assigned by 


Kelly, 


sentatives. 


there,” he said. 


als. 


invitations 


were mailed in the county. 

None of the members of the 
House and Senate education 
committees are from Berkshire 
County, said Zukowski, but they 
are the people most able to in- 
fluence school legislation. 

He said he attempted to get the 
chairman of those committees to 
attend the meeting next week, as 


ing, he said. 


Hodgkins, D-Lee, 


well as the newly appointed edu- 
cation commissioner, 
Antonucci. But none will be com- 


Robert 


Zukowski said most Berkshire 
County legislators will attend. He 
\said state Reps. Christopher J. 
Daniel E. 
Bosely, D-North Adams, Shaun P. 


_ 


R-Dalton, and Peter J. 
Larkin, D-Pittsfield, are expected. 

Zukowski said he is concerned 
that both the state Board of Edu- 
cation and legislative committees 
have no Berkshire County repre- 


“The people who are in the 
know in education legislation are 
the people on the committees, 
and we have no representation 


The Legislature will take up 
bills this month dealing with 
statewide school reform propos- 


The proposals would take some 
controls away from School Com- 
mittees and give more power to 
school administrators. 


the board of health of the town as a 
site after a public hearing, or .as- 
signed by the state Department of 
Quality Engineering (now called the 
state Department of Environmental 
Protection). 


The assignment is subject to limi- 
tations .regarding extent, character, 
nature of operation, and town by- 
laws. It must not impose danger to 
public health or safety from fire 
explosion, pollution, noise, or dis- 
charge of hazardous waste. 


“The department shall, upon re- 


quest by the board of health, provide 
advice, guidance and technical as- 
sistance in reviewing applications for 
a facility,” it states. 


Although the 1980 Act grandfa- 
thers sites existing before that time, 
the Supreme Court decided in 1991 
that the law did not expressly state 
that facilities in existence before 
1980 are not subject to laws that 
came into effect after they began 
operating. This point is clarified in 
the amendment in the 1992 Fiscal 
Budget and adopted on March 11. 
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limiting of school 


ee session 


Among ‘the proposals under 
consideration are the elimination 
of tenure and seniority for hiring 
and firing purposes, 
committee 
meetings to eight per year. 


and the 


County school administrators 


have expressed concerns about 
the impact of the new school- 
choice law, which allows students 
to attend schools in any partici- 


pating community in the state. 


The effect has been dramatic in 
schools in Pittsfield and in the 
Southern Berkshire Regional 


School District, where a number 


of students have left for other 
school districts. The result is a 
decrease in state funding for the 


school districts that lose students. 


Erupts in Lee 


By Monte Morin 
LEE—To the delight of mo- 


torists, a handful of downtown - 


gas stations has been locked in 

a week-long price war that has 

on gas prices below a dol- 
ar. 

But while consumers are 
hoping that prices will continue 
their dive, some distributors 
are praying for peace. 

“It’s been a few years since 
this happened, but it’s about 
time,” said Charles Crane as 
he slaked the fossil thirst ofhis 
pickup truck at Convenience 
Plus on Housatonic Street. “It 
ought to go even lower.” 
..Crane.said he made the trip 
from Great Barrington espe- 
cially for the Getty gas price: 
95 cents. 

That was also the price 
March 31 for unleaded gas at 
Grampy’s Citgo down the 
street. The price was only a 
couple cents more at Mobil 
Convenience Plus on Main 


& 


Street and the Mobil service 
station on Housatonic Street: 

In this particular war, sta- 
tion managers are the foot 
soldiers and each has been in- 
structed to. monitor the 
competition’s prices and report 
back to suppliers. 

Texas native Lewis 
Englehart takes credit for fir- 
ing the battle’s first shot. 

As manager of Mobil Service 
on Housatonic Street, directly 
across from Getty, Englehart 
was ordered to change the price 
of unleaded fuel to 99 cents. 
The next day Getty dropped to 
97 cents, and 15 minutes after 
that, Englehart matched it. - 

_. Nowhe’sjust waiting for the 
word to cut the pe again. 
“This isn’t a war - they’re ille- 
gal. This is just friendly com- 
petition.” Englehart said he 
most enjoys watching the folks 
at Getty change their gas signs, 
because they are fastened toa 
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Motorists like Anna Wheeler of Stockbridge are gleefully taking advanta 
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The posted prices Lee gas 
Stations change on an almost 
daily basis. 
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Photos by Warren Fowler 


Photo by Monte Morin 
ge of the gas price war. 


LEE — Town Moderator Joseph 
M. Toole is still angered over 
what he said was an attempt to 
discredit himself and Town Clerk 
Patricia D. Carlino in their re- 
ceipt of property tax abatements 
during fiscal year 1991. e 

Toole has reiterated his earlier 
statement that he was treated no 
differently from several hundred 
others who received abatements 
that year. 

At a March 23- Selectmen’s 
meeting, Joseph Castronova and 
Joseph J. Kresiak criticized the 
recordkeeping of the Assessors. 

“This fact makes it unmistak- 
ably clear to me that the intent of 
these individuals was to discredit 
the town clerk, moderator and 
Assessors’ office by implying 
some form of wrongdoing or fa- 
voritism. If the intent were oth- 
erwise, specific names would not 
have been an issue,” Toole wrote 
in a statement. 
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Hank Nadig 
tl Gl Ga 
Al Weinman, 


Lee philosopher 


CANAAN, N.Y. 
ast Tuesday morning, I left my 
: car to get serviced at Lee Sun- 
oco, grabbed my notebook and 
trundled around the corner and up 
Main Street, destined for the Lee Li- 
brary anda couple of quiet hours to 
work on my next column. Passing 
Johansson’s, I was suddenly struck 
with an urge for another cup of coffee. 
» Why not stop at Rossi’s Restaurant 
and see if Al Weinman is there — 
hadn’t had a discussion with him since 
the good old days when he was hold- 
ing forth at The Restaurant on Frank- 
lin Street in Lenox, 

When I entered Rossi’s, there he 
was in his office (last booth on the 
right next to the kitchen), as if Waiting 
for our conversation to begin. Briefly 
bringing each other up to date on what 
we had been doing lately, we quickly 
got down to the important business — 
ae people and things philosophi- 
eal. 


While it was mid-morning and the 
restaurant was between rushes, Al had 
some business on the phone and in the 
kitchen; so I took that time to sort 
through my notes and start my writing. 
Pulling out Roy Barrette’s column on 
free will (Eagle, March 14), I found Al 
Inquisitively staring over my shoulder. 

So off we were on a discussion of 
free will, with me taking Roy Bar- 
rette’s side: “There are no bounds 
except those we choose to erect.” Al 

on the other hand, was pushing hard 
for the case of determinism, arguing 
that, at the least, we are directed by 
the forces of our own self-interest, 

* I Suggested the following Possibility: 
“We Elve up our free will in the name 
‘of being able to enjoy the luxury of 
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Taking the time to 

indulge in proper 

philosophizing can 

open the way to — 

_ positive, new actions. 
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Lee official voices Concert 
on dispute over abatements 


Toole sought and received a 
property tax abatement for the 
Chambery Inn on Main Street. 
The property is assessed at 
$776,200, and was taxed at 
$9,314.40. The tax bill was re- 
duced by $2,714.40. 

Toole said he sought the 
abatement because the property 
is valued higher than many other 
Main Street commercial proper- 
ties. 

Toole said he has applied for 
an abatement for the fiscal 1992 
year but has not yet received a 
response from the Selectmen. 

Toole said the Assessors “are 
an excellent board and their in- 
tegrity is beyond reproach.” 

“The only point is that my 
abatement was handled no dif- 
ferently than anyone else’s,” he 
said. “There’s an agenda out 
there of discrediting and dis- 
information and they've done a 
good job of it.” 


blaming those we have allowed to 
make our decisions for us.” 

| Al responded: “Funny, I never 

| thought of it that way before.” 

There it is, I said to myself — the 
| | definition of a true philosopher: one 


| | who is actively engaged in the process 


| of thinking about things in new ways. 
Al said he had always considered 
himself a philosopher even to the 
point of going back to school to be- 
come a “professional philosopher” — 


only to conclude that as bartender and 


restaurateur he had the best possible 
vehicle for fulfilling his true profes- 
sion. 

As our conversation continued, I 
found myself thinking how important 
it is during these difficult times to 
indulge in the inconsequential luxury 
of philosophy just for its own sake. 

Al’s never having thought of it that 
way before represented an openness 
to new ideas, a willingness to change 
one’s mind, life and actions. We could 
all use more of that. 


the side, to detach oneself from the 
passing scene and to ruminate and 


or how it might be improved. It is to 


taking immediate action, to look at 


is to recognize the primacy of all this. 


While Al tells me that “people aren’t 
generally interested in philosophy un- 


less it agrees with their own,” eco- 
‘| nomic hard times and uncertainty 


| have goaded many of us into standing 


| back and looking with philosophical 
detachment at what’s going on. 
| Through that process, we consider 
| new and untried ways of solving our 
problems. Thus, positive, new actions 
\ can now be taken. 


| In Pittsfield, the Berkshire County 
Humane Society rejects government 
support and takes over the MSPCA 


Town Hall (and the money that goes 
with it) rather than endure the bu- 
reaucratic red-tape delays and lose 


the building. 


secession. In Great Barrington, John 
W.P. Mooney talks about dumping 
Century Cable (Berkshire Courier, 


street-corner signs to answering- 


Hill Bridge is still standing, and Al 


the passing scene from his berth at 
Rossi’s, without any earthshaking 
consequences. 

All is well... almost. Sic Semper 
Sophia. 


vertising consultant who lives in Ca- 
naan, N.Y. 


To be philosophical is to stand off to 


comment on what it might be all about 
look at things without the necessity of 


| new ways of being and thinking. And it 


facility. Over here in Canaan, N.Y., we 
| give up national historic status for our 


our freedom to do what we want with 


In Vermont, some people talk about 


March 19). And, the unemployed, from 
machine resumes, are finding creative 
new ways to get work. The list goes on. 

Meanwhile, back in Lee, the Golden 


Weinman, downtown Lee’s purveyor of 
good food and philosophy, checks out 


Hank Nadig is a Berkshire-based ad- 


onl 
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He perceives his role in the 
community as encouraging people 
to participate, and said he would 
involve them in the process and 
make better use of town boards. 
He vowed to give boards a sense 
of purpose, to give them the tools 
to get the job done, and to give 
employees a sense of direction in 
working toward a common goal. 

He said he would establish 
standards, look at organizing 
records, evaluate performances 
and plan and faeilitate downtown 
development Another goal, he 
said, would be to undertake a 
long-term capital improvement 
system. He said he would strive 
develop a rapport with state and 
federal agencies and look into 
grant monies that are available 
for the development of an indus- 
trial park. 


“I would take advantage of re- 
sources that are free,” he said. 


“In a town, you have to wear a 
lot of hats,” said Abbondanzio, 
who graduated magna cum laude 
from the University of Massachu- 
setts and was elected to Phi Beta 
Kappa in 1973. He also holds a 
master’s degree in international 
affairs from Carleton University 
in Ottawa, Ontario, and a master’s 
degree in regional planning from 
UMass, where he also has done 
postgraduate work Z 


He and his wife and 7-year-old 
son would live in Lee, he said. 


Planning, development 


Lemnios said that he would 
play a key role in the planning 
and development of industrial 
parks, but only growth that would 
meet the citizens’ expectations. 
He noted the economic impact of 
school spending, which he said 
could comprise 58 or 59 percent 
of the budget of a small town 
such as Lee, said he would ad- 
_dress such issues as a water and 
sewer bills, and pledged to meet 


with department heads to form a 
five-year capital plan that could 
be regularly updated. 

He also said he would involve 
people in the process of govern- 
ment. He characterized his per- 
sonal style as a facilitator and as 
cautious, with a sense of direc- 
tion. 

He said it is important to put 
standards in place. He has had 
experience with union negotia- 
tions, he said, and suggested the 
best way to come to any resolu- 
tion is in a forthright manner 
with an open mind. 


Zero-based budgeting 


He advocated zero-based 
budgeting, a concept that essen- 
tially means starting the budget- 
ing process from scratch. 

A 1982 UMass graduate, Lem- 
nios has a certificate of special 
studies in administration and 
management from Harvard Uni- 
versity and received a master of 
public administration degree 
from the University of Southern 
California in 1986. 


He served as a Peace Corps 
volunteer, and while working in 
Zaire from 1982 to 1984, started a 
banking cooperative that served 
100 teachers and their families. 
He also helped to research and 
draft a grant proposal that ob- 
tained funds for a library and 
textbooks. 


He also said and his wife would 
relocate to Lee. 


Fighting recession 


Guida said he would propose 
long-term planning to attract in- 
dustry and provide the amenities 
needed. His strategy, he said, 
would be for an industrial- 
commercial mix, realistic in goals 
and expectations. 


“Every community wants addi- 
tional business to lower the tax 
rate in a recessionary economy,” 
he said. “But you have to get the 


feel of what a community wants.” 

His first goal, he said, would be 
to retain the town’s industrial 
base. He called the proposed fis- 
cal 1993 Lee budget “better than 
some,” and added that a town 
should be provided with a pro- 
jection of revenue because “mis- 
information, or no information, 
breeds discontent.” 

He characterized his manage- 
ment style as domineering, and 
said his method of negotiating is 
not pitting one group against the 
other, but putting it all “on the 
table.” 

He emphasized the importance 
of controlling costs and working 
together, and said his goal is to 
understand the community and to 
see that government is function- 
ing properly. 


| 
| 


Since there is no precedent for | 


the job, he said he didn’t know 
whether the Selectmen wanted an 
administrator in the limelight or 
one who would be “seen but not 
heard.” He implied, however, 
that he could be either. 

He and his wife have four 
children and he, too, said his 
family would relocate to Lee. 

Ware’s town administrator 
since 1989, Guida previously was 
that town’s community develop- 
ment director for seven years and 
a town planner for two years be- 
fore that. He served as commu- 
nity development director of Ox- 
ford from 1976 to 1980, after serv- 
ing for one year as a grantsman 
for Leicester. 

Guida currently is a municipal 
consultant for the town of Oxford 
and, in recent years, has been a 
consultant for the towns of 
Palmer, Hardwick and Shirley. 

He is a 1973 graduate of Holy 
Cross and undertook postgradu- 
ate work at Assumption College. 
He holds a certificate from the 
Holy Cross Institute of Industrial 
Relations and one in economic 
development and community 
planning from UMass. 


‘Lee Selectmen set¢o 
meeting guidelines 


By Ellen G. Lahr 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — Do you have a gripe, 
complaint, criticism or angry ti- 
rade to deliver to the Lee Se- 
lectmen? 

You’ll now have to wait your 
turn. 

The Selectmen, whose meetings 
in recent months have been more 
or less monopolized by a contin- 
gent of town watchdogs with a 
litany of issues and criticisms, 
have decided to put their collec- 
tive feet down and impose some 
order on what had become in- 
creasingly disorderly. They have 
had trouble getting work done at 
the sessions, town sources say. 

Last week the Selectmen told 
people at the meeting that if they 
want to talk, complain or raise 
questions, they have to wait until 
the board has finished its busi- 
ness. The action apparently 
worked: The meeting was over by 
8:15. 

“They felt it was getting out of 
hand and they hadn’t accom- 


v 


plished anything,” said Town 
Clerk Patricia D. Carlino, who at- 
tends each week to observe and 
take part if needed. “It was a 
matter of the board and the 
chairman taking control of their 
meeting and accomplishing their 
work.” 

Selectmen Chairman Joseph F. 
DuPont, a softspoken man who 
likes to be accommodating and 
give people an opportunity to 
speak up, said the new format is 
not meant to silence people. It’s 
intended to impose some order. 

Joseph J. Castronova, Charles 
O’Neil, former Selectman William 
Bean and a few others have at- 
tended meetings religiously, often 
engaging the board in circuitous 
exchanges on an array of topics. 

They have raised numerous is- 
sues, including the propriety of 
certain tax abatements, the fea- 
sibility of buying land to expand 
the landfill, the accessibility of 
meeting records, the proposed 
installation of a traffic light at the 
south end of Main Street and the 
possibility of abolishing the town 
representative form of govern- 
ment. 


a4” 


One night, when officials from 
the state Department of Public 
Works were scheduled to discuss 


| the traffic signal installation, they 


were unable to start their pre- 
sentation until after 9 because 
some residents had taken the 
floor. As a result, the session 
dragged on until past 11:30. 

But DuPont said that the same 
issues keep coming up and that 
“names get thrown around.” 

Castronova and Joseph J. 
Kresiak recently cast about the 
names of Carlino and Town 
Moderator Joseph Toole, suggest- 
ing that the Assessors had not 
properly recorded tax abatements 
the two had received for com- 
mercial property they own. Toole 
and Carlino were furious about 
the implication they had been 
treated differently because they 
are town officials. 


By Ellen G. Lahr 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — Robert Street residents 
are growing increasingly angry 
and worried by what appears to 
be a junkyard growing where the 
orange and purple home of 
painting contractor Robert Du- 
Pont stood before it was de- 
Stroyed by fire a year ago. 


Along with purple and orange 
company trucks, there are old 
cars, piles of lumber, empty pro- 
pane gas tanks and tires in the lot 
at the corner of Robert and East 
Center streets. And there are no 
signs that the DuPonts are plan- 
ning to rebuild anytime soon. 

Lois Brown of 11 Robert St. and 
her neighbor Ruth Hayden of 30 
Robert St. appealed to the Se- 
lectmen on Monday night, asking 
them to confront DuPont about 
_the condition of the property. 
| They said that the “eyesore” ad- 
versely affects their property 
values and that the rubbish cre- 
ates a safety hazard to children in 
the area. 

“He’s like an artist when he 
paints,” Brown said of DuPont, 
“but I’m embarrassed to have 
people come and see me.” 


Board action _ 


DuPont, a cousin of Robert Du- 
Pont’s, said the board will send a 
letter asking him to clean up the 
property “immediately.” 

Robert DuPont, contacted yes- 
terday at his temporary home in 
East Lee, said the condition of 
the property is no different from 
what it was before the fire, ex- 
cept now it looks worse because 
there is no house. 

“It looks like there’s a lot of 
vehicles because the house is 
gone,” he said. “As far as I’m 
concerned, ‘it doesn’t look bad, 
but I don’t live there.” 


He said he usually removes the 
license plates from his company 
vehicles in the fall, when busi- 
ness slows down. Some old vehi- 
cles, a Volkswagen and a Che- 
vette, have been moved out of the 
garage to make storage space. 
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Leslie Noyes / Berkshire Eagle Staff 
Littered lot at corner of Robert and East Center streets in Lee has drawn the ire of some neighborhood residents. 


Lee residents seek cleanup of ‘eyesore’ 


DuPont said that he and his 
wife, Rosemarie, plan to rebuild 
but that his insurance company 
has not yet paid on the claim he 
made after the fire May 3, 1991. 


Inspector’s visit 


Tri-Town Sanitarian Peter J. 
Kolodziej has written to DuPont 
about the condition of the prop- 
erty, and Building Inspector 
Robert W. Lester made a visit to 
the lot yesterday. 

The DuPonts lost everything, 
including an extensive cookbook 
collection and baseball card col- 
lection, in the fire. Robert Du- 
Pont said he has not even told his 
grown son, who lives in South 
Dakota, about the blaze. 


“There’s no reason for him to 
know that right now,” he said. 


He emphasized that he plans to 


Brown said Monday night it ebuild, “unless the neighbors 
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Hodgkins assails company’s attempt 
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_to shift dam costs 


By Ellen G. Lahr 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE— State Rep. Christopher 
J.’ Hodgkins, D-Lee, said he in- 


‘tends to challenge the Westfield 


River Paper Co.’s plans to shift 
dam maintenance costs to resi- 
dents who own property around 
Goose Pond. 

“They're an obnoxious company 
who've already wreaked havoc on 
fhe county,” he said, referring to 
the recent shutdown of its Lee 
mill and the layoff of 48 employ- 
ges. “I’m not going to take it.” 
SHe said the company is at- 
t@mpting to harass and threaten 
landowners and that he believes 
the company can’t legally charge 
Property owners for maintenance 
df the dam, which is owned and 
maintained by the Russell-based 
Paper company. With the plant 
Closing, the company no longer 
Was use for the hydropower sup- 
Plied by the dam. 

e Over the last three years the 


maintenance of the dam, accord- 
ing to a March 30 letter from the 
company to the Selectmen in Lee 
and Tyringham. 


The paper company’s president 
has informed the Lee and Tyr- 
ingham Selectmen of the plans to 
pass on the costs of dam mainte- 
nance to property owners around 
the pond, citing a provision in the 
Massachusetts General Laws that 
allows for such charges. The 
March 30 letter asks town officials 
to determine the proportion of 
dam maintenance costs to be paid 
by each resident who benefits 
from Goose Pond. 


Referred to DEM 


Hodgkins said he has for- 
warded correspondence from 
concerned citizens te the De- 
partment of Environmental Man- 
agement, which oversees dams in 
the state. 

Raul Silva, director of dam 
safety for the DEM, said yester- 
day he is not yet aware of the 


specific situation at Goose Pond. 
But he said the law cited in the 
paper company’s letter refers to 
dams serving active mills and 
would not apply at Lake May 
Dam. There are other laws that 
pertain to dam safety, he said. 

Silva said it is increasingly 
common for dam maintenance 
costs to be shared by property 
owners around lakes, especially 
now that more paper mills are 
closing and their dams becoming 
obsolete for power purposes. But 
such arrangements are usually 
negotiated in a more congenial 
fashion than in the letter from 
Westfield River Paper Co., Silva 
said. 
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owners, 


Silva said once DEM receives 


some formal notification of the 


dam situation at Goose Pond, the | 


agency will conduct an inspection 


and determine a plan for main- 


tenance and upkeep. 

Hodgkins said he will file spe- 
cial legislation if necessary to 
prevent the company from shift- 
ing dam maintenance to the laps 
of Goose Pond residents. 


Westfield River, he said, “is no 
They 
treated those workers like hell, 
and if they think that after de- 
stroying those families they can 


longer a good neighbor. 


The letter, he said, “sounds a 
little one-sided.” 
“Tt sounds like the owner is 


trying to direct cost-sharing,” said 


Silva. 

He said the company, as owner 
of the dam, has sole liability for 
the dam and can’t unilaterally 
pass the costs on to the property 


| Paper Co. 
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Gompany paid around $76,000 for 


_VNA Describes Health Tape 


« To the Editor: 


With the Berkshire economy in 
such trouble, the need of many 
families for health care has in- 
creased dramatically. The Lee Vis- 
iting Nurse Association is attempting 
to meet the demand by inviting all 
South County residents, as well as 
those living in towns we have served 
in the past (Lee, Tyringham, Otis, 


Becket, Stockbridge, Chester, Mid- 


dlefield, Sandisfield, and Blandford) 
to our biennial health fair on April 


(11 from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at Lee 


Central School. 
We will offer many tests and ex- 


ams, demonstrations, a well-child | 
clinic, and the exhibits of more than 
2S businesses and health-related 
organizations, all free of charge. Our 
board of directors, agency staff, and 
many health-care professionals are 
volunteering their time and skills for 
this important event, and we hope to 
see many people there. 


Information and appointments for 
tests are available by calling the Lee 
VNA at 243-1212. 


Judith A. Nardacci 


wreak more havoc, they have an- 
other think coming. ... If they 
want to play with us, we’ll play 
with them.” 

Tyringham and Lee Selectmen 
forwarded their respective noti- 
fications from Westfield River 


to their respective 
town counsels. 

According to state law, any 
person who is aggrieved by the 
fees levied may appeal to the 
Superior Court, with 30 days’ 
prior notice. 

Silva said that, coincidentially, 
a dam safety and liability seminar 
is scheduled for May 1 in Pitts- 
field. Goose Pond abutters may 
benefit from attending, he said. 
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Lee superintendent 
proposes 2 percent 


roe 


30 


Health Fair Publicity Committee | 


school budget hike 


By Ellen G. Lahr 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — School Superintendent 
Henry T. Zukowski has presented 
the School Committee with a final 
fiscal 1993 spending plan of $4.76 
million, a 2.07 percent increase 
over this year’s budget. 

The proposed figure will more 
than satisfy the Finance Commit- 
tee, which had expected a school 
budget increase of around 4 per- 
cent. That hike might have re- 
quired an override of the Propo- 
sition 242 taxation limits. 

Zukowski said at Tuesday’s 
meeting he was able to arrive at 
the current budget figure largely 
because the town is planning to 
raise employees’ out-of-pocket 
contributions to health insurance 

- premiums. That change will save 
the School Department $54,000, he 
said. 

However, he said another 
$32,000 has been trimmed from 

_ the school employees’ salary ac- 
count, which will result in some 


staff cutbacks. Another $10,000 
was saved by consolidating school 
bus routes for the coming fiscal 
year, and $20,000 will be saved in 
special education tuition. 


Public hearing 


The budget will be the topic of 
a public hearing during the April 
21 School Committee meeting in 
the superintendent's office. 


Zukowski said the committee 
will decide how to implement the 
reduction in the salary account, 
whether by eliminating or 
downsizing certain positions. 

Also at this week’s meeting, the 
School Committee received a 
formal request from the Lee Ed- 
ucation Association to enter col- 
lective bargaining regarding the 
increases in employee health in- 
surance premiums. 

The board awarded a five-year 
bus transportation contract to 
Dufour Bus Co. The contract is 
worth $668,250 to Dufour, or 
$133,650 per year. 
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By Mary Grace Butler 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — It could have been a hypo- 
chondriac’s heaven. It was certainly 
balm for battered pocketbooks. = 

The Lee Visiting Nurse Association 
held its biannual health fair yesterday, 
and health-conscious people of all ages 
trooped in to the Lee Central School on 
High Street to be checked from head to 
foot. And all for free. 

About 350 attended, co-chairman Jane 
Leahey estimated, and they received 
free medical tests worth a total of about 
$28,000. She thought the addition this 
year of a well-child clinic might have 
increased attendance slightly. 


Varied services 

In the school’s gymnasium, booths and 
volunteers were available to inform 
-health-seekers on orthodontia, preg- 
nancy support, glaucoma screening, chi- 
ropractic, diet and nutrition, family 
planning, alcoholism, AIDS and aero- 


bies. 
There were brochures, folders, fliers 


and posters. 

Strolling through the fair was Buckle- 
up Bear, for the American Red Cross, 
reminding drivers that safety begins 
with seat belts. 

The Lee Volunteer Ambulance Squad 
wanted homeowners to know about 


Sister Maureen Carmody of St. Mary’s Convent, Lee, takes 
part in a stress demonstration by Lougheed Health Analysis 
yesterday at the health fair in Lee. 


Lee VNA health fair 


helps he 


ad-to-toe checkups 


The American Cancer 
Society was there, 
testing for skin cancer. 


smoke detectors. 
And the Lee Fire Department put ona 
demonstration about child safety. 
Hillcrest Hospital’s exhibit showed 
graphic and disturbing pictures of the 
lungs of smokers and non-smokers: One 


_ is white, the other black. 


The American Cancer Society was 
there, testing for skin cancer. The Red 
Cross had a table full of information, as 
did the Rape Crisis Center of Berkshire 
County. There was a table with informa- 
tion on the WIC program, which pro- 
vides assistance for women with infant 
children. 

In one corner of the auditorium, a 
kids’ hospital allowed children to play 
with the appurtenances of health and 
medicine, including making their own 
casts. 

At the well-child clinic in another part 
of the building, Dr. Christine T, Ciosek 
of Otis was doing physical examinations 
of children, assisted by pediatric nurse 
Anne Hutchinson of Great Barrington, 
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Lee VNA’s biannual health fair attracts 350 


who works at Hillcrest Hospital. 

Elsewhere, Herman Ogulnick was 
testing people for hearing loss. The per- 
son being tested sat in front.of him, 
wearing earphones, and indicated when 
she could hear a tone transmitted 
through Ogulnick’s machine. 

He tested for three tones at about 30 
decibels, Ogulnick said. People who 
can’t hear those are advised to have 
further tests done. On behalf of his 
company, Beltone, Ogulnick performs 
monthly testing at the Lee and Great 
Barrington senior centers, as well as at 
the Adams Housing Authority, he said. 


Volunteer Valerie Middleton of Otis, a 
medical laboratory technician for Berk- 
shire Physicians & Surgeons, said traffic 
into the blood-testing center had been 
“steady all morning.” People were hav- 
ing hematocrits done, a blood test for 
anemia, she said, and were having their 
cholesterol checked. Urinalysis tests 
were also available. 


Signs in the halls directed people who 
wanted to find out about or have dental 
and oral cancer screening, tetanus shots, 
EKGs, blood pressure checks and breast 
or pelvic exams. 


In one temporary medical center, 
usually a classroom, a sign lettered by a 
young but cautious hand advised “Trust 
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in the spirit, but tie your camel 
tight.” Having medical tests done 
may be a form of securing the 
camel. 

To complete the health testing, 
a fairgoer could have a biof- 
eedback stress test administered 
by Lougheed Health Services of 
Great Barrington. 

Biofeedback tests body energy 
10 different ways, a computer 
eross-correlates the information, 
and the person being tested finds_ - 
out where in his or her body 
stress is centered. 

It shows the mind-body con- 
nection, said fair co-chairman 
Clare Lahey, who liked the 
thought of having a printout to 
indicate stress points. (The two 
co-chairmen spell their names 
differently and are not related, 
they said.) 


‘Tremendous effort’ 


The fair is “a tremendous ef- 
fort’ by volunteers and health 
professionals, said Lee VNA di- 
rector Paula Schutzmann. The 
combined dollar value of all the 
tests, equipment, time and bro- 
chures is enormous, she said. 

She cited in particular Eg- 
remont’s support of the fair as 
very generous. 

The VNA is a community-based 
organization, Schutzmann ex- 
plained, that provides a variety of 
home health care, from nursing 
and occupational therapy to 
speech therapy, social work, 
health screening and rehabilita- 
tion. 

Its 70 or so employees include 
about 30 nurses, she said, as well 
as about. 35 home health-care 
aides. 

The fair was the 10th biannual 
fair and exhibit, according to 


| volunteer Judy Nardacci. In the 
past, the fair has been limited to 
residents of the eight towns that 
contribute to the Lee VNA. But 
this year, “because of the econ- 
omy being so bad,” she said, par- 
ticipation was opened to all of 


| South County. ’ 


Craig F, Walker / Berkshire Eagle Staff 


Nicole LePrevost, 2, of Lee receives dental screening from Dr. Ronald — 


Myers of Lee yesterday at the health fair. 
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Lee names *- 


Abbondanzio 
~ administrator 


By D.R. Bahlman 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — If he accepts the job 
and comes to terms with the Se- 
lectmen, Frank Abbondanzio of 
Millers Falls, now chief adminis- 
trative officer for the town of 
Montague, will become Lee’s first 
town administrator. 

The Selectmen voted unani- 
mously last night to offer the post 
to Abbondanzio; they then retired 
into executive session to discuss 
with Town Counsel Jerome J. 
Scully how they will handle ne- 
gotiations over Abbondanzio’s 
contract. 

Abbondanzio, who could be 
paid an annual salary of up to 
$45,000, was selected from a field 
of more than 100 applicants, one 
from as far away as Thailand. 


Stress test 


A seven-member search com- 
mittee narrowed the field to 10, 
then to five, and, finally, to three. 
Each of those candidates then 
participated in 45-minute inter- 
views before about a dozen spec- 
tators to determine how they 
“react under stress,” Selectmen 
Chairman Joseph DuPont has 
said. 

DuPont and his two colleagues 
on the board also served as 
members of the search commit- 
tee. 

It appears unlikely that Ab- 
bondanzio will turn down the job, 
because after the first round of 
interviews, candidates were 
asked to discuss the matter fully 
with their families, according to 
Selectman Martin H. Deely. 

Deely reported that several 
candidates later asked to be -re- 
moved from consideration, and 
he said he assumed that those 
who did not withdraw earnestly 
wanted the post. 


According to a report submitted 
to the Selectmen by the commit- 
tee, four committee members 
voted to recommend Ab- 
bondanzio, the other three fa- 
vored Philip E. Lemnios of North 
Attleboro, an assistant to the 
mayor of that southeastern Mas- 
sachusetts community. The third 
candidate was Paul J. Guida, 
town administrator of Ware. 


Abbondanzio has served Mon- 
tague for 12 years, first as execu- 
tive secretary, then as adminis- 
trative assistant and community 
planning director until 1986, when 
he began his current job. 

Asked during the public inter- 
view what changes he would 
make in the way Lee government 
operates, Abbondanzio said that 
the town’s budget should be or- 
ganized into broader categories. 


Abbondanzio Accep 


He also cited his experience in 
the preparation of Montague’s 
annual budget and in applying for 
and administering grant and loan 
funds used to finance major cap- 
ital projects. 

Because his telephone number 
is unpublished, Abbondanzio 
could not be reached for com- 
ment last night. 

Each selectman advanced a 
different main reason for sup- 
porting Abbondanzio. 

DuPont pointed to his “practi- 
cal experience” as a practicing 
town administrator, and Deely 
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or the blind 


f LEE — The Berkshire Talk- 
ing Chronicle, which operated 
a booth at yesterday's Lee 
VNA fair, offers a radio read- 
ing service for the blind. 

The free service provides 
readings of daily newspapers, 
according to Charles Hops- 
icker, publicity chairman. 
People whose houses have ca- 
ble broadcasting can be con- 
nected to the service at no 
cost, he said, and arrange- 
ments can be made by calling 
684-0880. 

Readers are all volunteers, 
he added, and the only paid 
staff person works just 15 
hours a week. The service is 
funded in part by a foundation 
in Marshfield, Hopsicker said, 
but most of the money comes 
from donations and grants. 
The Lions Club, he added, has 
been “very, very helpful.” 

There are more than 100 re- 
ceivers in Berkshire County 
now, he said. Most are in 
North County, and the group is 
ready to expand into South 
County. 


— Mary Grace Butler 


The Berkshire Eagle, Tuesday, April 14, 1992 — B3 


Lee picks Abbondanzio 
as first administrator 


™ LEE, from B1 Eagle Hg 


said that he was impressed with 
Abbondanzio’s background 


community development. 

Selectman Diane P. Roosa said 
that Abbondanzio’s experience in 
a supervisory capacity helped win 
her vote. 

In another matter, the board 
was closely questioned by former 
Selectman William Bean about 
what Bean understood to be a 
substantial change in the way the 
board handles public comments 
at its meetings. 

Bean said that his impression 
from published accounts of Du- 
Pont’s statements and those of 
other, unnamed, town officials, is 


rouge. 


EaP in? 


LEE-The town’s first administrator will begin his official duties 
at the end of June, the selectmen have announced. 


Frank Abbondanzio, of Millers Falls, 
the selectmen just under the wire. The to 
past Tuesday to respond to the offer of 

Selectman Martin H. Deely said he 
improvements in the working of t 


danzio aboard. 


, Abbondanzio, who is married with a 7-year-old son, said he and 
_ his family will move soon to the area. He will earn $45,000 a year. 
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got his acceptance letter to 
wn had given him until this 
the administrator post. 

expected to see measurable 
he town government with 
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Mat members of the public would 
have to wait until the end of the 
meetings to ask questions or dis- 
cuss town business. 

DuPont said he wants to con- 
duct the meetings in an orderly 
fashion, but asserted that he 
never has squelched public 
comment during meetings, even 
when he probably should have. 


‘I answer’ 


He also denied Bean’s charge 
that he was responsible for the 
placement of an article in The 
Eagle about the new agenda pro- 
cedure, saying that he got a call 
from a reporter. 

“When a reporter calls and 
asks me questions, I answer 
them,” DuPont said. 

Roosa said that she will “stay 
all night” to discuss items that 
are on the agenda, but would ob- 
ject to staying for “a question and 
answer session.” Deely agreed. 

Marguerite Tristany said that 
she resents the implication that 
citizens who speak up at Select- 
men’s meetings are in some way 
responsible for slowing the 
progress of town affairs. 


To applause, Tristany said that 
any town official who had any- 
thing to do with fostering such an 
implication is “irresponsible.” 

Also last night, the Selectmen 
learned that the School Commit- 
tee plans to submit a 1993-94 
budget totaling $4.7 million, about 


two percent higher than this 


year’s spending plan. 
The Selectmen praised the 


committee for keeping the in- | 
crease below 2.5 percent, the tax 


levy limit imposed by Proposition 
2%. 
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of Locker 


in Lee to partne 


By Ellen G. Lahr 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — Donald Lucy, co-owner 
of the Locker Room Sports Bar, 
has confirmed reports around 
town that he is selling his interest 
in the controversial Main Street 
gathering spot to business part- 
ner William LaGrant. y 

Lucy said ongoing disputes with 
neighbors played no role in his 
decision to get out of the busi- 
ness. His decision, he said, had 
more to do with the way the 
business has shaped up, with 
LaGrant doing essentially all the 
managing and operating of the 
bar and restaurant. 

Lucy is a full-time math teacher 
at Southern Berkshire Regional 
High School and has children, he 
said. 

“You can’t do everything,” he 
said. 


Constant complaints 


Almost since the day it opened 
last August, the 8-month-old 
business has been plagued with 
complaints from Marguerite Tris- 
tany, whose parents, Mario and 
Josephine Tristany, live next 
door. Complaints have ranged 


Room 
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Superior Court last week. 

One lawsuit, filed against the 
town and the bar, asks the court 
to shut down the business and 
enforce the conditions of a liquor 
license and temporary occupancy 
permit granted last spring. 

The second lawsuit, filed 
against the business only, seeks 
an enforcement of the Tristanys’ 
easement rights. 

The Tristany family sold the 
business to Lucy and LaGrant but 
maintained a parking and water 
line easement in the rear parking 
lot. The parking easement has 
been violated repeatedly over the 
months, according to Marguerite 
Tristany. 

Attorney Robert M. Fuster of 
Pittsfield, who has replaced 
Donald Hunter of Lee as the 
Locker Room’s attorney, said he 
expects the business will be able 
to successfully defend itself. 

Marguerite Tristany said the 
lawsuits are simply the next step 
in a long process of attempting to 
foree the business to abide by 
town bylaws. 

“There’s no other solution but 
to take it to court,” she said. 
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By Ellen G. Lahr 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — The School Committee 
garnered praise last night for its 
final fiscal 1993 spending plan of 
$4.76 million, up 2.07 percent over 
this year’s budget. 

Finance Committee Chairman 
John E. DeVarennes, whose 
board had issued strong requests 


_for town departments to keep 


their budget increases to a max- 
imum of 2.5 percent, commended 
the committee for its diligence, 


from parking problems to noise 
and patrons urinating in the rear 
parking lot. She has amassed files 
of notes, tape recordings, photo- 
graphs and documents showing 
what she says are numerous vio- 
lations of liquor laws. 

Building Inspector Robert 
Lester has ordered the installa- 
tion of two additional bathrooms, 
plus an extra urinal and sink in 
an existing men’s.room, by May 6, 
or, he said, he will shut down the 
place. 

Lucy’s departure from the 
business means that LaGrant will \ 
be on his own in defending The 
Locker Room from two lawsuits 
that the Tristany family filed in 
SS 
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Marathon leaves Zukowski 
lost and limping at finish 


By Ellen G. Lahr 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — Lee School Superintendent Henry T. Zukowski fin- 
ished the Boston Marathon in seven hours and five minutes 
Monday, though he admitted yesterday that he “had no busi- 
ness being there” after pulling a leg muscle at mile 12. 

To make a grueling race even worse for the self-described 
“stubborn, stupid,” runner, when he loped into the last stretch 
of the race in downtown Boston, Zukowski found himself lost 
about five blocks away from the finish line. 

Most spectators and race marshals had gone home for the day 
— it was about 7 p.m. — and there weren't enough runners 
nearby to lead him the right way. He found a race marshal 
getting into his car, asked directions and was pointed in the 
right direction, he said. 

Zukowski was nevertheless exuberant, and he was back at 
work at 8 a.m. yesterday morning. 

He said he had hoped to finish in around five hours and 
made the first 12 miles in about half that time. But his bad leg 
slowed him for the remaining miles, he said. 

Zukowski said he was encouraged along the way by a sup- 
portive crowd. A running companion, Stephanie Burdick of Lee, 
finished in just over four hours and waited for him. A Lee 
teacher, Erin O’Brien, waited for him at Cleveland Circle, a few 
miles from the finish line, and ran a few blocks with him. At the 
infamous Heartbreak Hill, Zukowski was interviewed by Bos- 
ton’s WBZ-TV. 

“Every single bit of me was hurting,” he said. “It was a 
disaster. I came close to crying.” 

_ And yes, he said, there were people who finished after him. 


particularly after initial projec- 


| tions were for a 5.4 percent in- 


crease. t 
“We fully appreciate the work 


| done by the administration and 


the School Committee,” said 
DeVarennes. “We commend all of 


_ you for a job well done.” 


Unanimous approval 


The School Committee voted 6-0 
to approve the budget package 
after an hour-long presentation to 
a dozen or so town officials and 
town representatives. The dis- 
cussion was peppered with ques- 
tions and comparisons regarding 


| various salary increases, since 


some teachers will see pay raises 


| next year exceeding the contrac- 
| tual 3 percent raise. 


School Committee members 


| explained that, in addition to the 


contractual raises, teachers are 
entitled to step increases and 
other increases for pursuing their 


| own advanced education. 


School Committee Chairman 
Edward M. Lahey said the 
schools encourage teachers . to 


| pursue higher education on the 
| assumption that the students will 


benefit from teachers’ enhanced 


| knowledge. 


After the details of the budget 
were reviewed, the discussion 
turned to the broader questions 
of how the school system will 
address a significant decline in 
the high school population in the 
next three or four years. 

Lee High School currently has 
309 students, and will have ap- 
proximately 280 next year based 
on current projections, adminis- 
trators said. 

Those figures compare with a 


| high school population of more 


than 600 in the early 1980s. Since 
| then, only 11.5 teaching positions 
. have been eliminated, Superin- 


G4) Ny 
Lee school board » 
draws praise after. 
approving budget 


tendent Henry T. Zukowski said. 

He said, however, that the rel- 
atively high number of teachers is 
justified because students now 
take more required classes than 
they did 10 years ago. In addition, 
said Principal Richard T. Saline- 
tti, most students take a full 
schedule of courses, whereas 
many students took only four 
classes 10 years ago. 


Students have benefited from 
the smaller school population, 
School Committee members said. 
Average class size is around 14, 
and more students are attending 
high-caliber colleges, they said. 

So far this year, no students 
have dropped out of Lee High 
School, said Salinetti. And there 
was only one dropout last year, 
he said. 

School Committee member 
Carol LePrevost, repeating an 
ongoing concern, said the Lee 
school system must pursue some 


kind of collaboration with Lenox 
schools in some academic pro- 
grams. Both schools have small 
populations and could share cer- 
tain classes and other activities, 
she said. 

Lenox has not responded en- 
thusiastically to Lee’s overtures 
for collaboration or regional- 
ization, but LePrevost said the 
possibility should still be pur- 
sued. 
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Abbondanzio 
accepts Lee 
position 


By Ellen G. Lahr 
| Berkshire Eagle Staff 


| LEE — Frank Abbondanzio of Millers 
Falls has notified the Selectmen that he 
has accepted their offer to'’become Lee’s 
first town administrator, Selectman 
Martin H. Deely said yesterday. 

Deely said Abbondanzio, who has 
worked for the past 12 years as chief 
administrative officer in Montague, will 
start his job at the end of June at a 
salary of $45,000 per year. The Selectmen 
had set yesterday as a deadline for Ab- 
bondanzio to respond to the offer. 

Deely said he is excited about Ab- 
bondanzio’s addition to town govern- 
ment because of his extensive experi- 
ence. 

“Our whole delivery of services will be 
better,” said Deely. “He has a lot of 
experience, and I know he'll be of assis- 
tance.” 

Abbondanzio said yesterday that he 
was impressed with the professionalism 
of the search committee that inter- 
viewed him and with the town’s appar- 


ent commitment to getting. its 
1 “municipal house in order.” 
if His goals, he said, would be to 
T. establish a full-time supervisory 
} presence in the town, and to 
+ streamline the operating and 
| qapital budget process. In the 
| long run, he said, he would focus 
on economic development and 
industrial growth. 
| Addondanzio said he, his wife 
\ and 17-year-old son will move to 
| Berkshire County. 
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By Ellen G. Lahr 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — Faced with a growing number of young 
children who seem to lack fundamental skills, some 
concerned school administrators and community 
agencies are collaborating to give a boost to Lee’s 
disadvantaged children and their parents. 

Lee Family Services, an organization being 
formed by Lee Central School Principal Steven 
Cozzaglio, includes a consortium of agencies and 
individuals involved in the care, feeding and nur- 
turing of families. 


“There seem to be some preschool and kinder-° 


garten children who are developmentally behind 
where children were in the past,” said Cozzaglio. 
“Maybe we can do something about it. So many 
times parents have no way of knowing if their 
children are behind.” 


Help for parents, too 


Lee Family Services, through an outreach net- 
work of publicity, word of mouth and a referral 
service provided by the Lee Visiting Nurse Associ- 
ation, will identify children with possible problems 
before they enter school and link them with appp- 
ropriate service agencies. 

Likewise, parents would be given some assis- 
tance, resources and advice to help them with their 
children’s needs and the needs of their family in 
general — whether the need is food, clothing, child 
care or medical care, said Cozzaglio. 

Help would also include guiding parents through 
the bureaucracy of social service agencies and 
conducting parent workshops, play groups and 
read-aloud programs at Lee Library. 

Cozzaglio said a number of children are entering 
school without the skills to use scissors or crayons. 
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Lee F amily Services formed ; 
to aid disadvantaged children 


Some children haven’t been read to and are unfa- 
miliar with books, he said. He said he sees “four} 
five or six” children each year who appear to need 


extra help. 


Lee Family Services so far includes two school 
nurses, a school adjustment counselor and _ psy- 


chologist, as well as representatives from the Lee 
VNA, Children’s Health Program, Women Infants 
and Children, Lee Youth Association, Lee Library, 
The Learning Center, St. George’s food pantry, the 
Lee Chamber of Commerce, Pediatric Development 
Center in Pittsfield and Suburban Medical Center 


in Lee. 


Cozzaglio said there are many struggling single- 
parent families, or families in which both parents 
work full time. Children in such stressed families 


often don’t get the nurturing they need, he said. yl a 


School psychologist Warren Reynolds said many 
young parents don’t have “quality time” with their 
children and don’t have extended families nearby 
to help out. Recent economic troubles have only 
compounded the difficulties, he said. 


Reynolds said he tests young children and is 
surprised at how few know nursery rhymes. 
“It's amazing that these kids have never been 


read to in that way,” he said. 


Mary K. Bradbury, president of the Lee Chamber 
of Commerce and owner of The Learning Center 
day care, said she is enthusiastic about the new 


organization. It will enable various agencies to 
streamline their assistance to families and avoid 


duplicating services. 


She said she sees many parents who are tired 
from working all week and children who are tired 


as well. Everyone, including the children, needs 


“time out,” she said. 


Lee officials war 


to idea of administrator 
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By Ellen G. Lahr 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — Town Clerk Patricia D. 
Carlino, who was at first opposed 
to having a town administrator at 
the helm of Lee government, has 
warmed up to the idea after par- 
ticipating in the process of se- 
lecting Frank Abbondanzio for 
the job. 

“T’m looking forward to working 
with him,” said Carlino yesterday. 
“] think a lot ef coordination can 
take place that isn’t currently 
taking place from the Selectmen’s 
office.” 

Public Works Superintendent J. 
Peter Scolforo made similar pos- 
itive remarks, having been luke- 
warm to the idea some months 
ago. 

“T thought at the time it might 
not be necessary,” said Scolforo. 

But now, he said, he is ready to 
pass off some of his work to Ab- 
bondanzio. 


ment and doing long-range plan- 
ning and budgeting. 

The hiring of a town adminis- 
trator in Lee sparked controversy 
among people who argued for 
professional leadership and those 
who criticized how such a posi- 
tion would affect town govern- 
ment. The administrator form of 
government calls for the ap- 
pointment, rather than the elec- 
tion, of certain municipal posi- 
tions. 

Carlino’s jobs as town clerk and 
treasurer will now be appointive, 
as will the town collector and 
members of the boards of health 
and assessors. 


“There are a lot of regulatory 
and grant things that will now be 
his job,” said Scolforo. “I’m kind 
of looking forward to seeing how 
it’s going to work.” 

Abbondanzio, chief administra- 
tive officer for the past 12 years 
in Montague, will start his new 
job in late June, he said this 
week. He was one of more than 
100 applicants for the job. 

In his new position he will be 
responsible for running the day- 
to-day business of town govern- 


LEE — Lee Public School offi- 
cials have announced that all 
children who will enter kinder- 
garten in the fall must be 
screened at a clinic to be held 
Tuesday, May 5, and Wednesday, 
May 6, from 9 to noon and 1 to 3 
at Lee Central School. “ 

The screening program consists 
of tests for vision, hearing, 
speech, readiness and fine motor 
skills. Its purpose is to identify 
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Lee slates kindergarten screening 


children who may have immedi- 
ate special needs. Parents of 3- 
and 4-year-olds who suspect that 
their children may have a sub- 
stantial learning problem have 
been urged to make an appoint- 
ment. ; 

Appointments are required and 
may be obtained by contacting 
Diane Cinella or Rosalie McCol- 
lum at Lee Central School at 243- 
0336 or 243-0337. 


By Ellen G. Lahr 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — Berkshire Bible Church has 
opened a food pantry to assist struggling 
families, joining a growing number of 
community groups that are giving Lee a 
reputation for taking care of its people. 

The Samaritan Food Pantry at the 
High Street church is the second to open 
in town in recent months. 

“There’s never been a Sunday that’s 
gone by without somebody coming in,” 
said church member Norma McAuliffe. 

She and her husband, John, organized 
the program when Berkshire Bible 
Church was in Pittsfield, at St. Luke’s 
Square. In January, when the church 
relocated to Lee, it continued to operate 
the food pantry out of a small closet that 
now resembles a well-stocked kitchen 
cupboard. Church members Jane Par- 
riott and Sherry Quinn also help out 
regularly. 

About 10 families from Lee and sur- 
rounding towns have sought free food, 
Norma McAuliffe said. Many are single 
mothers trying to make ends meet, and 
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there are elderly people and.young fam- ; 

ilies having financial trouble, she said. 
Nearly everyone is embarrassed to, 

come foward, to admit they are down on 


» their luck, she added. She stressed that « 


the operation is confidential. } 

The church is trying to get the word , 
out, through advertisements in the 
Penny Saver and by word of mouth, that 
the pantry is open on Sundays from 1 to | 
2 p.m. and on an emergency basis. 

The Berkshire Bible Church’s com- 
munity service is part of a growing net- ° 
work of aid organizations that Lee has» 
spawned as the economy has faltered. 

Lee Central School Principal Stephen 
Cozzaglio has recently headed an effort 
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TONIGHT 
ELKS BINGO BINGO 
$50 and $100 games 


St. Charles Church 
89 Briggs Ave. 
Monday 6:30 p.m. 
2 W.T.A., 43 games 
$1.00 admission 


W.T.A, & 
2 Super Specials 
27 Union St. 6:45 p.m. 
$1.00 admission 


Church’s food pantry 
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to organize Lee Family Services, 
aimed at early intervention for 
_ children and their parents who 
- need developmental assistance or 
social services. 
7 Another community group, 
called Dreams of Joy, was espe- 
cially active during the holiday 
_ season, providing local disadvan- 
_ taged people with Christmas gifts, 
| Thanksgiving turkeys and food 
baskets. 
And at St. George’s Church, a 
_ food pantry opened last fall to 
_ pool the resources of the town’s 
- churches and provide free food to 


' somewhat differently. The St. 
% George’s group, called Commu- 
| nity Emergency Needs Resource 

_ Center, relies primarily on food 
- and cash donations from indi- 
i viduals and businesses. The Sa- 
_ _maritan Food Pantry also accepts 
it donated items but primarily pur- 

chases food from the Western 
Massachusetts Food Bank in 
Hatfield at 14 cents per pound. 
; “We will keep in touch, and 
they will help us out on Saturday 
mornings,” said Christine Cor- 
biere of St. George’s. 

Corbiere said that’ since the 
word has gotten out about the 
Community Emergency Needs 
Resource Center, there has been 
a dramatic increase in the num- 
ber of people seeking assistance. 
The food pantry initially went for 
weeks without seeing more than 
one or two families. 


In demand 


On Saturday six families — 
three of whom were new clients 
— came for food. A week earlier 
10 families came, she said. 

The demand has nearly de- 
pleted the pantry’s shelves each 
week, but the: churches come 
forward with more donations of 
food and money to restock the 
shelves, said Corbiere. She said 
the center is considering joining 
the Western Massachusetts Food 
Bank to purchase more food at 
lower prices. 

She said she is happy to see 
people using the food pantry, but 
saddened to see such great need. 

“I think part of it is the cutback 
in services,” she said. “People 
have to travel to Pittsfield to get 
help, and small towns tend to feel 
isolated.” — 
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people in need. 


“Lee seems like a real close 
community of people who want to 
help each other,” said Norma 
McAuliffe, who lives in West 
Stockbridge. 

She said the Sunday food pan- 
try will complement the one op- 
erated on Saturdays at St. 
George’s on Franklin Street. 

Initially, said McAuliffe, the 
Samaritan Food Pantry consid- 
ered teaming up with the- St. 
George’s, but it was decided to 
work separately while keeping in 
touch with each other. 

The two food pantries operate 


In Lee, she said, “Everybody 
knows everybody.” There’s a 
strong community spirit, and 
people “honestly want to help 
each other.” 

Every couple of weeks, John 
McAuliffe makes a trip to the 
Western Massachusetts Food 
Bank and returns with as much 
food as possible, depending on 
how much money the church has 
raised through its weekly coffee 
hour and special offerings. 

“There’s so much of a need in 
the area, between layoffs and ev- 
erything else,’ he said. “We’re 
not a huge food pantry, but we 
are able to help.... We want to 
serve more people.” 
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By Ellen G. Lahr 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — The Planning Board has 
completed a proposed bylaw that 
will spell out guidelines for de- 
velopment of an industrial park 
on Route 102, which is viewed as 
a key to economic development in 
Lee. 

The “office park-light indus- 
trial” bylaw, hammered out over 
two years in meetings that in- 
| volved the Lee Community De- 
| velopment Corp., was submitted 
| to the Selectmen at their meeting 
| Monday. The board set a date of 

June 17 for a special town meet- 
| ing, at which town representa- 
| tives will be asked to incorporate 
__ the proposal into law. 


Robert W. Birch said the board 
and the CDC have an agreement 
that is acceptable to both entities. 

“We’re optimistic we have a 
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Lee hammers out 
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Daniel Holmes, vice chairman 
of the CDC, told the Selectmen 
that the bylaw is unique, blending 
the potential for development 


with the need to preserve open 
space. 


“Until it’s approved, however, 
we can’t proceed further. It’s a 
financial risk,” he said of the 
industrial park, “and it can’t be 
marketed yet without the bylaw.” 

Based on a 1989 feasibility 
study, the CDC has initiated plans 
for the industrial park, which 
would be situated on a 70-acre 
tract about 1% miles east of the 
Stockbridge town line in South 
Lee. The park would include 18 
individual lots. 

Planning Board Chairman 


new bylaw. 


One minor hitch remains, how- 


ever. 


Five years ago, the town im- 


bylaw that will strive for devel- 
opment and be attentive to the 
town of Lee,” he said. “It’s sensi- 
tive to the environment and to 
the kind of job opportunities the 
people in Lee and surrounding 
towns want and deserve.” 

The CDC is working to obtain 
state assistance in purchasing 
three parcels along Route 102, 
said board member Jill Bickford- 
Groff. 


She said the Planning Board 
will hold an informational meet- 
ing before the special town meet- 
ing to inform the public about the 


posed a moratorium on sewer 
hookups for projects that gener- 
ate more than 2,000 gallons of raw 
sewage per day. That moratorium 
would apply to the industrial 
park, as well as to a developer 
who wants to build a 12-lot sub- 
division in town. 

Selectman Martin H. Deely said 
a study of the waste-water..treat- 
ment plant has concluded that 
there is sufficient capacity to al- 
low for more expansion. 
: But the Selectmen agreed to 
invite the Department of Public 
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| Works and the Planning Board to 
| discuss the situation May 11. 

| In other business Monday, the 

| Selectmen received a preliminary 

| report from representatives of the 
condominium association at the 

| Village at October Mountain. | J 

’ 


| Pool, building sought ' 74 


| The association is seeking a 
| special permit to allow construc- 
tion of a swimming pool and of- 
fice building. A public hearing is 
scheduled for May 11 at 7:30 in 
the Selectmen’s office. 

However, former Selectman 
William Bean said the organiza- 
tion should first be required to 
;comply fully with the original 
conditions of an earlier special 
permit, which required certain 
surveys of the property. 

Attorney John Gobel, repre- 
senting the condominium owners, 
said they would comply, although 

| it appeared that they had inher- 

ited the incomplete work from 
| the developer and the bank. 
| “We want to make sure we have 
a clean slate,” he said. 


| Sewage study 


The board also granted per- 
| mission for the Lenox Institute of 
Water Technology to locate a re- 
search trailer at the waste-water 
treatment plant for up to three 
months. A representative told the 
Selectmen that the company is 
testing new ways to treat raw 
sewage and will be conducting a 
pilot study. 
The Selectmen also announced 
that in lieu of their own meeting 
next Monday, a “baby town meet- 
ing” will be held at 7 p.m. to 
| review the annual town meeting 
_warrant. The session will be at 
| the Airoldi Building on Railroad 
| Street. 

Town meeting warrants and 
town reports were mailed to town 
representatives yesterday. 


| Industrial park 
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Yesterday’s mutual aid cal! to battle the blaze at 


Joel Librizzi / Berkshire Eagle Staff 


Cumberland Farms in Lee involved assistance from 


Lenox, Great Barrington, Stockbridge and Becket. 
The cause of the fire is being investigated. 


Fire hits Lee Cumberland Farms 


By Ellen G. Lahr 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — A smoky fire broke out inside 
the Cumberland Farms convenience 
store yesterday afternoon, causing ex- 
tensive damage to the yellow cinder- 
block structure on Park Street. 


Fire Chief Ronald J. Driscoll said last 
night a representative of the state fire 
marshal’s office was attempting to de- 
termine the cause of the fire, which 
broke out in a refrigeration area at the 
rear of the store. 


The Fire Department had responded 
to a call at the store Tuesday regarding 
a problem with a leaking refrigeration 
compressor, said Driscoll. Following that 
incident, the store manager was called 
in to arrange for repairs, he said. 

He said he doesn’t yet know if there 
was a connection between the two inci- 
dents. 


Firefighters and equipment were 
summoned from Lenox and Great Bar- 
rington to assist in fighting the blaze. 
The Stockbridge Fire Department sent a 
truck to stand by, and Becket sent an 
ambulance, which transported to Berk- 
shire Medical Center the two people 
who were in the store when the fire 
broke out. 


The fire was reported at 3:02 p.m., 
when the store clerk, Amy Cahalan, and 
a friend, Kevin Roosa Jr., discovered 
smoke and pulled an alarm that auto- 


matically summoned the Fire Depart- 
ment. 


Smoke was thick when firefighters ar- 
rived, and they climbed to the roof with 
axes to chop ventilation holes. Plate- 
glass windows in the front of the store 
were broken and removed so exhaust 
fans could be set up. Firefighters wear- 
ing face masks and oxygen tanks took 


turns filing in through the front door 
with hoses while another crew fought 
the fire from the rear of the building. 

As the structure was vented, dense 
smoke shot upward like a volcano, en- 
gulfing firefighters. At least one was 
treated by Lee Ambulance personnel for 
smoke inhalation. 

Driscoll said it took about an hour to 
get the fire under control, but he was on 
the scene until after 8 last night with the 
fire investigators and the local health 
department. 

At the height of the fire, the nearby 
sidewalks were crowded with onlookers, 
bicyclists and dog-walkers. Fire hoses 
snaked over Park Street, a normally busy 
road that was shut down for several 
hours. Police rerouted traffic onto Mar- 
ble and High streets until around 6 p.m. 

When firefighters returned to the sta- 
tion last evening, they were treated to 
some free pizza from Pizza Hut. 


bo 
Leaking gasoline ignites; 
fire spreads to Lee house 


LEE — An apparent gasoline 
leak in a garaged car at the 
Stockbridge Road home of Dr. 
Charles Skolnick caused a fire 
yesterday that destroyed the car 
and caused extensive damage to 
the garage and attached house. 

Deputy Fire Chief Alan Sparks 
said that Skolnick was in Florida 
and that the two-story house was 
unoccupied when the fire broke 
out just after 2 p.m. The house is 
about 200 feet east of the Massa- 
chusetts Turnpike overpass, he 
said. 

It was the second serious fire 
in Lee in two days. On Sunday 
the Cumberland Farms conven- 
ience store’s interior was de- 
stroyed in a fire that was appar- 
ently caused by an overloaded 
refrigeration compressor. 

Sparks said the state fire mar- 
shal’s office investigated yester- 
day’s fire and attributed the 
cause to a leak in the car’s gas 
line or carburetor. 

The blaze quickly engulfed the 
car, a late-model Buick. It spread 
through the garage and to a den 


and kitchen area. Smoke damage 
was heavy, and water used to put 
out the fire caused more interior 
damage, he said. 


“We're talking a lot of money 
here,” Sparks said. 


He said Skolnick had been no- 
tified and is on the way back 
from Florida to assess the dam- 
age. 

Firefighters from Lee handled 
the fire. An air truck from Hous- 
atonic responded, and a fire en- 
gine from Stockbridge laid addi- 
tional fire hose, Sparks said. 
Lenox Dale’s Fire Department 
stood by at the Lee fire station. 

Smoke was ventilated from the 
house with fans, and burning 
furniture was doused in the back 
yard. 


Sparks said a caretaker had 
backed the car out of the garage 
earlier in the day and started it 
for about five minutes, but that 


did not appear to have caused the 
fire. 


Lee sewer moratorium 


becomes objectionable 


Almost five years after the Lee Selectmen voted to 
place a sewer moratorium on new large hence 
projects in town, nie a say the moratorium wl 

on new development. 
greedy Board cha Robert Birch told the 
Selectmen Monday that the moratorium would be an 
obstacle to a proposed 77-acre industrial park on 
Route 102 and to a 12-unit housing development being 
i ul Scarpa. f 
pees safle is eat the Selectmen put this at 
the top of their agenda,” Lee Community Develop- 
ment Corp. Chairman David Bruce said. ; 

With town’s sewer operating at 80 percent capacity, 
the Selectmen voted to prohibit the construction of any 
new project generating 2,000 gallons of sewage. The 
moratorium was done to give the town time to assess its 

er treatment plant. 
—— Highway Superintendent Peter Scolforo, how- 
ever, says state funding for an inflow-infiltration and 
| study was delayed and the study was not complete: 
i ently. . zt 
Se shi of the study show that although minor 
improvements can be made to decrease the inflow of 
waste water into the plant, Scolforo says that ; will not 
to make a significant improvement. 
"ete i. more analysis will be done in the next month 
and a recommendation will be ready in June about 
| whether to begin work on expanding the treatment 
aie meantime, the Lee Selectmen scheduled a 
meeting with the Lee Department of Public 
11 to discuss the issue. 
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PEEliool-based health clinic proposed 


as resolution to Lee’s condom debate 


By Ellen G, Lahr night’s meeting was attended minimize the risk of sexually 


Berkshire Eagle Staff - primarily by school officials and transmitted diseases, including 
Professionals said School Committee members, al- the HIV virus. But they acknowl- 


LEE — Condoms and other 
Fela koe aes a ia they would Pin a Ser parents and college ee bie to encourage ab- 
P rctccrnes. éfinte staffed bia participate mn With final debate and a vote on Nee bee copes Bip as 
é i i j h sexuality shou egin much ear- 
De ea erin ca» Programs that ay love dc tate ne am F 
“a fenthichte % might involve Lahey called another meeting last “We must be more aggressive 
Kathleen Bort, dean of students night to see if the health profes- than we're inclined to be,” he 
at Lee High Schonlicaldinihe parents and sionals have some input on the said. 
school is applying for a $15,000 t di rf ; subject. Schutzmann said that, after at- 
state Department of Education students. Responding to questions from ‘ending an early meeting on the 
grant to fund such a clinic, which tie committee member Gary Norton, Subject in January, she realized 
would operate periodically a strong proponent of providing She had not yet talked to her own 
throughout the school year. glorious” in a clinic — maybe just condoms in the schools, Wespiser *een-age daughters on the subject 
That option was discussed at a a couple of hours a month. and Kaplan agreed that the med- Of condoms. In page tart said, 
a meeting at Lee High at which a Dr. Michael Kaplan of Hillcrest ical community in Massachusetts os coll deri parents Ve Neen 


Bt nursing administrator and two Health Center, Dr. Robert Wes- is in favor as well. 

a local doctors discussed their po- _piser of Suburban Medical Center Schutzmann said that a form 
tential involvement with such a and Lee Visiting Nurse Associa- poll hasn’t been taken of nurses 
clinic and other health education tion Director Paula Schutzmann but that she suspects they would 


such topies with their children. 
“Parents need the education as 
much as kids,” she said. 
School officials said last night 


efforts in Lee schools. said they would be glad to play a_ agree. 5 
2 : pene’ role in such a clinic. Kaplan said on response to a reporter's that the Berkshire County Red 
a Discussion first Hillcrest Health Center might be question, however, both doctors Cross chapter is to present a 
‘ Bort, who has opposed install- _ able to help staff the clinic. said it had not occurred to them W0rkshop on AIDS to parents in 
%) ing condom vending machines in Bort said the DOE will give out to make condoms available to pa- Lee sometime in mid-May. 
ie) the high school bathrooms, said some 30 grants this year for tients who come to their health James Perkins, a coach at Lee 
5 she would have no objection to health-related projects in schools. centers for care. Kaplan said High, said he did a survey re- 


cently and found 19 places in Lee, 


d ing gi t b A clinie similar to the one she birth control pills, provided b 
pondomss Delpey Biyen jou A i ee ee a y Lenox Dale and Lenox where 


; health professionals who would proposes is under way on Cape pharmaceutical companies, are 
first have a discussion with stu- Cod, in the high school that often given free to women pa- condoms are for sale. 
“| dents who are sexually active. serves the Provincetown area, she tients, but condom companies 
Joan Piacquadio, the school _ said. have not given samples to doc- 
nurse, said there are broader The School Committee, like — tors. 
reasons to pursue a school-based _ others across the state, has been While last night’s discussion 
clinic. considering whether to authorize sometimes strayed into a debate 


“There are a lot of kids who the installation of condom vend- over the morality questions in- 
have no insurance,’ she _ said. ing machines in the schools to herent in the condom issue, 
“It’s not just for sexual matters. help prevent the spread of the Lahey steered talk back to the 

. There are a lot of kids who HIV virus, which leads to AIDS, informational. 


have absolutely no access to and other sexually transmitted The professionals all said they 
health care.” diseases. would participate in any educa- 
Later, she said there are more The community has proved tional programs in the schools 
students without health care now sharply divided on the subject, that might involve parents and 
x than ever before. although attendance at recent students. 
| Piacquadio said she’s “not meetings has been sparse. Last They agreed that condoms can 
3 thinking of anything grand and : 
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Lee Task Force seeks cooperation for kids and cops 


Presented with a-comprehensive plan to address con- that publicity surrounding the problems has helped make _ ports available to police. 


cerns about Lee police conduct and relations with local both the police and youths more careful in how they act. Cozzaglio suggested the new town administrator, 
youths, the Lee Selectmen assured parents and a special Nevertheless, to come up with a permanent solution, Frank Abbondanzio, be put in charge of overseeing the 
task force they would implement the 11-point plan. the task force made a lengthy list of recommendations in- recommendations when he starts work in June. 


“This is excellent but it will only be good if something cluding more training for police on community relations Although Lee Police Chief Edward Finnegan has not 
comes of it,” Selectman Martin Deely said Monday. “It’s a and high-risk youths, workshops in parenting skills for taken part in any aspect of the task force’s study, task force 
cinch that this won’t work if the police and the schools parents, a program getting police more involved in the members and selectmen said it is essential that Finnegan 


6z Indy eywooapy euL¢ eGbeg 


don’t work on this together.” schools, adding a second Drug Abuse Resistance Educa- become involved in order to make the recommendations 
Stephen Cozzaglio, chairman of the task force, listed a tion (DARE) officer in the schools, starting a police news- work. 

series of short- and long-term recommendations to help letter, monthly meetings for police officers and improv- The Selectmen, who questioned why Finnegan | had not 

overcome the problems that reached their height in Janu- ing police public relations with parents, the media and taken part, said they would meet with Finnegan to discuss $ 

ary when parents and youths accused police officers of general public. : the proposal and to begin implementing some of the sim- = 

misconduct and abuse. Cozzaglio told the Selectmen that a first offenders pro- pler recommendations right away. 3 
Since then, the task force has met with parents, police gram should be started to work with youths who have Two immediate concerns that the Selectmen did not 


and other officials to study the problems and come up with strayed from the law in minor ways for the first time. He address Monday were making a clear policy statement 


solutions. added that improvements need to be made between the about teen-agers loitering on Main Street and starting an 
Charles O’Neil, a parent serving on the task force, says  pOlice and district attorney’s office in making police re- education program right away for graduation and prom 
; ceremonies. 


a O’Neil said that with the coming of summer, the issue is 
; | bound to return and the town should make a clearly de- 
fined position on how it will regulate the problem of groups 
of people congregating on Main Street. While acknowl- 
edging that some teens do gather in the center of town, 
| O’Neil and parent Carol LeProvost added that groups of 
|| other people also gather and conduct mischeivous busi- 
ness without being hassled by police. O’Neil asked that 

| there be more consistency this year. 
| Margeret Biron, a parent, added that the police might 
| begin their joint classes with the schools by giving a presen- 
| tation about safety concerns during end-of-the-year cele- 
brations and drinking and driving. Although there was 
widespread agreement on Biron’s suggestion, no action 

was taken. 


1 


Lee industrial park bylaws would balance 


environment and jobs on Route 102 Sigh 


After almost three years of revisions and study, Lee | 


town representatives will be presented with a proposed 
bylaw for a Route 102 industrial park at a special town 
meeting June 17. 

Balancing the needs of businesses to promote economic 
development and the desire of the town to preserve its 
tural and aesthetic characteristics, planners say the bylaw 
sets the stage for an attractive industrial park. 

“The goal is to balance economic development and aes- 
thetic appearance,”’ Planning Board member Jill Bickford 
Groff told the Selectmen Monday. 

_ The bylaw, labeled as an Office Park and Light Indus- 
trial (OPLI) bylaw, is four pages long and describes what 
kinds of uses, buildings, landscaping, lighting and design 
would govern 77 acres off Route 102 that are being eyed-as 
the site of the park. 

Lee Planning Board members have worked with land- 
use planners, lawyers, the Berkshire County Regional 
Planning Commission and the Lee Community Develop- 
ment Corp. in writing the bylaw. 

After recommending some changes, the Lee CDC 
joined the Planning Board in endorsing the bylaw and 
would like it approved as soon as Possible so the town eco- 
nomic development agency can get on with plans to attract 
businesses to the park. 

“We can’t proceed any further until a town meeting 
approves it,” CDC member Dani Holmes Says. “We can’t 
market it or pursue financing until that happens.” 

The Planning Board will hold informational meetings 
about the bylaw prior to the town meeting. 

The Massachusetts Land Bank has agreed to assist the 
town in developing the industrial park through financial 
and technical assistance. 

Although some businesses have expressed an interest in 
locating at the Route 102 park, CDC member Anthony 
Caropreso says that no major developments have 
emerged for the park yet. 
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Warrant in ee report omits 
article from Bean, Castronova 


By Ellen G. Lahr 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — It was just a mistake, 
the Selectmen said. 

But, ironically, this one in- 
volved town gadflies Joseph J. 
Castronova and former Selectman 
William Bean, who have repeat- 
edly criticized town officials for 
such errors at Selectmen’s meet- 
ings week after week. 

On Monday they had another 
opportunity. 

The annual town reports were 
published this week with the 
usual town meeting warrant in- 
cluded. But the warrant as 
printed did not contain a special 
article submitted by Bean and 
Castronova. 

They had petitioned to have 
town representatives vote on 
eliminating the town representa- 
tive form of government. If 
Passed, the general public would 
then vote on the change at town 
meeting. 

Although it was left out of the 
town report version, the article 
was included in copies of the 


warrant that were mailed to each 
town representative with a copy 
of the town report. 


Bean asked the Selectmen \ 
Monday night if, perhaps, the 
warrant article had been omitted 
intentionally because certain 
board members aren’t in favor of 
it. The Selectmen assured him 
that the error was not intentional. 


Yesterday, to rectify the mis- 
take, Town Clerk Patricia D. Car- 
lino got four high school students 
to go to Town Hall to staple a 
note in the back of 1,700 town 
reports. 


The note says, “Article 33A was 
inadvertently not included in the 
printing of this warrant but is in 
the posted version and will be 
acted on at the annual town 
meeting.” 


It might have been a hassle for 
those involved, but Staci Barrett, 
Ruth Olds, Rebecca Heath and 
Amy Broderick got the morning 
off from school, plus free hot 
chocolate and doughnuts, in ex- 


weighs move | 
or renovation — 


By Lewis C. Cuyler 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — E.C.H. Will Manufac- 
turing Corp., a subsidiary of a 
West German company, is weigh- 
ing a decision of whether to close 
its local plant and consolidate 
operations into an affiliate plant 
in Wisconsin, or whether to invest 
$3 million or more into its cur- 
rent facility. 

The company, which makes fo- 
lio-size sheeters for the paper- 
making industry, currently has a 
payroll of 73. Sheeters are used in 
the final phase of the paper- 
making process to cut the rolls of 
paper into sheets. 

John D. Eisenhour, Will’s ex- 
ecutive vice president, confirmed 
reports yesterday about the pos- 
sibility the plant would close, but 
emphasized that no decisions had 
been made. 

The company informed workers 
on Tuesday about the alternatives 
it is facing, he said, but had not 
made the matter public because 
it did not want to create concerns 
among its customers about a pos- 
sible move. 


Product commitment 


“Whatever choice is made, we 
remain strongly committed to our 
products and are firm in our 
commitments to our customers,” 
he said. 

He said that the alternatives 
are under consideration because 
of current market conditions and 
because the lease on the current 
building expires in November. 

However, he said, the market 
has picked up recently, with the 
result that the company has re- 
called about a dozen workers who 
had been laid off last year. 

The company employed more 
than 100 at the beginning of 1991, 


aout had to trim back during the 


Will 


h/4 


winter as orders softened. 

E.C.H. Will bought the assets 
for the former Clark-Aiken Matik 
Co., but not its building, in No- 
vember 1989. 

At the time, the company said it 
would immediately begin looking 
for land to accommodate a mod- 
ern manufacturing plant with the 
hope to locate the facility in Lee 
so that it could more easily retain 
the work force, which then num- 
bered 115. 

The present building, located 
on Route 20 only a few hundred 
yards from the Massachusetts 
Turnpike interchange, is a long 
narrow structure, wedged be- 
tween the road and the river. The 
day E.C.H. Will announced it had 
taken over from Clark-Aiken, 
company Officials said the build- 
ing was not efficient for its level 
of manufacturing. 

As a result, they said the com- 
pany was to begin a search im- 
mediately for land that would 
accommodate a _ 100,000-square- 
foot building that would repre- 
sent an investment of between $5 
and $10 million. 

In the subsequent six months, 
the company looked at a number 
of sites throughout the county, 
but then put the search on hold 
because of a slump in orders and 
because of a change in top man- 
agement made in March 1990. 


Change in plans 


Eisenhour said yesterday the 
search had then resumed, but the 
company has since abandoned its 
plan for a new building and in- 
stead is considering an invest- 
ment of between $2.5 to $3 million 
in renovating the present facility. 
That cost estimate does not in- 
clude the acquisition of the 
property, he said. 


WILL, continued on D2 
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change for the stapling job. 


E.C.H. Will firm ponders 


move or major renovation 


@ WILL, from D1 


The alternative, he said, would 
be for the company to relocate 
the operation to a plant owned by 
the company in Sheboygan, Wis. 

Eisenhour said the Wisconsin 
plant was built during the 1980s 
and makes packaging equipment 
for the papermaking industry. A 
move, he said, would require an 
expansion of the Wisconsin facil- 
ity. He said he did not know the 
amount of the investment that 
would be needed to modify the 
Wisconsin plant. 

Eisenhour said a decision will 
be made “as quickly as possible” 
but that he could not be specific 
about a date. In any event, there 
would be a number of legal plant- 
closing requirements the com- 
pany would have to meet, should 
it decide on a move, he said. 

He confirmed a report that May 
15 at one time had been the target 
date for-a decision. 

“As things stand now, that’s a 
very soft date,” he said. 

Jeffrey P. Brouker, president of 
Local 264 of the United Electrical 
Workers of America, said the 
news came as a shock to the 
workers, who are highly skilled 
with service ranging from 5 to 35 
years. They were told on Tues- 
day, he said. 


< 


Because of last year’s layoffs,’ . 
membership in the union is down. ' 
to about 40, he said, from 85 a+ 
year ago. : 

E.C.H. Will is part of a much 
larger conglomerate called the’ 
Koerber Group, a West German 
holding company based in Ham- 
burg that owns companies that-: 
manufacture papermaking ma- ! 
chinery. Subsidiary companies.’ 
are located in West Germany, 
France and the United States... 
The Lee operation is one of six:: 
E.C.H. Will companies. Annual’, 
sales of all the companies in the.‘ 
group are believed to exceed $700. - 
million. oy 

Dennis A. Welcome, president 
of the Central Berkshire Chamber: 
of Commerce, who had worked» 
with E.C.H. Will in its search for.’ 
a plant site, said a closing would « 
be “disastrous.” ; 

“This is an international com- + 
pany that brings people to Berk-’. 
shire County from all over the 
world,” he said. “It’s too impor-' 
tant to lose, not only because of. 
the jobs on its payroll, but also. « 
because of the exposure that it~ 
gives the county.” : 

He said the chamber “stands. 
ready to help the company with’ 
whatever it has to do to Stay in 
Lee.” 
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Lee schools 
again court 
Lenox for 
merger 


By Ellen G. Lahr 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — School Superintendent 
Henry T. Zukowski is again forg- 
ing ahead with an effort to merge 
Lee’s school programs with those 
in Lenox, citing both towns’ rising 
school budgets and small popula- 
tions. 

But Lenox School Superinten- 
dent Roland M. Miller still hasn’t 
warmed up to the idea. And he 
probably won’t, he indicated yes- 
terday. 

Miller said that not only does 
he have major reservations about 
merging two school systems that 
have “basic differences,” but he 
also is concerned about Zuk- 
owski’s most recent initiative. 


Off to bad start 


In an April 29 letter, Zukowski 
wrote to the Lenox Selectmen 
seeking a meeting of both towns’ 


selectmen and school superin- 
tendents. Apparentiy, however, 
the school committees weren't 
mentioned. 


“The school committees have a 
role here, but they aren’t part of 
the initial meeting,” said Miller. 
“T just don’t think that’s the most 
productive way to proceed. The 
school committees need to talk.” 

Last fall, Lee approached 
Lenox school officials about the 
Possibility of merging some pro- 
grams. But after a meeting among 
the high school principals and 
school board chairmen, the 
Lenox officials expressed reluc- 
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Lee again pushes 
or regionalization ‘ 
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By Ellen G. Lahr 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — When it came to money 
matters, district representatives 
who attended last night’s “baby 
town meeting” had few com- 
plaints about the proposed fiscal 
1993 budget of $9.08 million. 

But when it came to the yes-or- 
no questions about a traffic light, 
a new landfill, a non-partisan 
town caucus and representative 
form of government, representa- 
tives spoke out. 

The routine meeting, conducted 
by the Selectmen, allowed town 
representatives to preview and 
discuss the May 14 annual town 
meeting warrant. Held at the 
Senior Center, the two-hour ses- 
sion was attended by about 40 
representatives and a few other 
town residents. 

Finance Committee Chairman 
John E. DeVarennes said the no- 
frills budget won’t require an 
override of the Proposition 2% 
taxation limits. He explained that 
some $300,000 in funds from this 
year will be applied toward next 


| year’s budget to help avoid an 


override. That figure could 
change, he said, depending on 
state aid figures that have yet to 
be released. 


Even the proposed school 
budget of $4.76 million for the 


/ next fiscal year didn’t generate 


| 


discussion — except for a com- 
pliment from Selectman Martin 
H. Deely, who commended the 
School Committee for keeping its 
spending plan down. The pro- 
posed school budget is 2.07 per- 
cent over this year’s. 

In addition to routine spending 
requests to fund town depart- 
ments and pay for infrastructure 
repairs, there are requests for: 

> $16,000 for a new police 
cruiser. 

> $17,000 to replace the old 
furnace at Lee Central Fire Sta- 
tion and remove asbestos there. 

> $10,000 to pay for profes- 
sional assistance in the fiscal 1993 
property revaluation. 

> $60,000 for a new roof and 
doors at the South Lee Fire Sta- 
tion. 
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member Gary Norton who at a 
recent meeting suggested having 
the Selectmen meet to discuss the 
situation, Zukowski said. 
“However, our School Commit- 
tee felt that if the town fathers 
become aware of the high cost of 
education — they are the people 
who have the greatest responsi- 
bility for the budgets — they may 
ask for some kind of meeting to 
be arranged to think about the 
possibility of a merger,” he said. 


Asked why the Lee School 


Committee is pursuing the matter 
when Lenox’s superintendent and 
chairman aren’t as enthusiastic, 
Zukowski replied, “Maybe we 
keep on thinking that eventually 
someone might start realizing 
there may be another way of ed- 
ucating the students.” 


In an interview yesterday, 
Miller reiterated his concern that 
Lee and Lenox have different 
philosophies and that the roles of 
their respective school commit- 
tees and superintendents differ. 
The two towns have not agreed, 
for example, on the direction of 
the Southern Berkshire Educa- 
tional Collaborative, a vocational 
and technical program in which 
they participate. 


* 


In. addition, Miller has cham- 


combine schools, 
programs and 
administrations.’ 

— Lee superintendent 


pioned a plan for a $6.1 million 
building expansion at Lenox 
Memorial High School, where 
some students have for years 
been housed in modular trailers. 
That proposal is to be presented 
to a special town meeting in the 


Lee School Committee member 
Carol LePrevost, who is behind 
the effort. to merge, said she has 
spoken to people in Lenox who 
are supportive of such a move. 

“We've gone the avenue of the 
superintendent and the princi- 
pals, and it gets dropped,” she 
said. “We felt that maybe the Se- 
lectmen should get together and 
look into it.” 

“I’m a big supporter of looking 
into this,” she continued. “If that 
{school expansion] doesn’t go 
through, they’ll have major prob- 
lems.... Lenox could move into 
Lee tomorrow, and all we’d have 
to do is rearrange desks, and Ro- 
land is up there saying we don’t 
have enough room.” ; 
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> $33,900 for a new roof on Lee 
Central School. 

> $150,000 to pay for a water 
treatment study at Lee’s water 
reservoirs. 

> $7,000 for a new, state-of-the- 
art copy machine at Town Hall. 


Once the money matters were 
discussed, representatives were 
ushered through a series of war- 
rant questions that appeared by 
petition. 

One question asks representa- 
tives to adopt a non-partisan town 
caucus, which prompted Demo- 
cratic Committee Chairman Ed- 
ward Briggs to speak up. 

He said he opposes the mea- 
sure because he believes in a 
two-party system. Even if the 
town meeting adopts a _ non- 
partisan caucus, he said, the 
Democratic Committee will con- 
tinue to hold its own caucus. 

Selectmen Chairman Joseph F. 
DuPont said he favors the initia- 
tive, since two-thirds of the reg- 
istered voters are independents. 

Another question, which origi- 
nated with residents Joseph 
Castronova and William Bean, 
asks voters if the town should 
abandon the representative form 
of town government. Representa- 


Two candidates 
for Lee selectman 


to attend forum 


LEE — Two of the three can- 
didates for selectman will partic- 
ipate in a forum Thursday night 
at 7 at Lee High School. 

Selectmen Chairman Joseph F. 
DuPont, who is running as an 
independent, is seeking re- 
election. He is being challenged 
Finance Committee Chairman 
John E. DeVarennes and Plan- 
ning Board member Aldo Pas- 
cucci, both Democrats. 

Pascucci, however, said last 
night he won’t be able to attend. 

“I would if I could but I just 
can’t,” said Pascucci. 

He said he has been busy cam- 
paigning by knocking on doors 
and talking to people on the 


; Street about his views of town 


government. 

“I accomplish more by talking 
to individuals and getting their 
input,” he said. 

The forum will be televised on 
local cable television. Lee High 
School students will question the 


| candidates and Dean of Students 


Kathleen Bort will moderate the 


| event. 


Lee officials debate questions, 
but few question 


% 
> on. 


town budget 
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tive government was established 
in the 1970s, when attendance at 
town meetings dwindled. 

“Tm against [reverting to town 
meetings],” said Town Clerk Pat- 
ricia D. Carlino. “It’s hard to get 
people to come to meetings.” 

With representatives, who run 
for election in their neighbor- 
hoods, most show up for the baby 
town meeting each year having 
read the warrant and asking 
questions. The general public, 
Carlino and others said, doesn’t 
have the inclination to analyze 
the town budget and make in- 
formed votes. 

Castronova and Bean, who were 
not present last night, have ar- 
gued that more townspeople want 
a role in town government. 

A related question asks the 
town representatives to petition 
the Legislature to establish an 
open town meeting form of gov- 
ernment in Lee. 


Traffic light 


The proposed traffic light at the 
south end of Main Street is ad- 
dressed in another question. 

The town Traffic Commission 
voted in favor of placing a light at 
the busy intersection. But after a 
meeting with state highway offi- 
cials, there was not much support 
among the Selectmen for the 
proposal. Last night, however, 
there were a number of propo- 
nents speaking in favor, relating 
their “close calls” at the inter- 
section. 

Finally, representatives ex- 
pressed objections to a petition 
question asking the town to 
abandon plans to take by eminent 
domain a parcel of land for a new 
landfill. 

The town voted in May 1990 to 
acquire the land for “insurance” 
against the possibility that Lee 
might someday encounter diffi- 
culty disposing of its garbage. The 
land would also provide a dis- 
posal site for the Mead Specialty 
Paper Division, a major business 
in Lee. 

Citing the cost of developing 
the landfill, resident Joseph 
Kresiak petitioned the Selectmen 
to ask voters if they want to re- 
scind the 1990 vote. Mead Presi- 
dent David L. Klausmeyer sent 
letters to each town representa- 
tive last week expressing Mead’s 
support of pursuing the devel- 
opment of the landfill. 

DeVarennes, representative 
Steven Cozzaglio and — others 
agreed that the town should stand 
by the commitment that has been 
made to Mead. 
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Lee Bank holding company approved 


BOSTON — The Federal Reserve Bank of Boston has approved the 
application of Lee Bank to create a holding company that will allow it 


to take advantage of expected changes in federal regulations. 


David J. Bruce, the bank’s president, said yesterday that the 
application has already won approval from the Federal Deposit 
Insurance Corp. and now goes before the Massachusetts commissioner 
of banking. The state approval is expected before July 1, he said, the 


date the holding company would become established. 


The official name of the holding company is Berkshire Financial 


Services Inc. 


The initiative for a holding company began last year. Bruce said it 
will allow the bank to continue to control its own operations but will 
provide the flexibility to go into other kinds of financial services in 


accordance with the broader federal regulations that are anticipated. 


By Daniel 0. Bellow 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


Top school officials from Lee 
and Lenox will meet soon to dis- 
cuss the proposal for some sort of 
merger of the two school systems, 
Lenox School Committee Chair- 
man Thomas J. Romeo said yes- 
terday. 

But the proposal for “some type 


with Lee — 


of merger” met with a lukewarm 


reaction from Lenox officials 
yesterday. 

Some said they were unsure 
what Lee School Superintendent 
Henry T. Zukowski meant in his 
letter this week to the Lenox Se- 
lectmen. Does he propose a full- 
blown regional school district or 
just the sharing of school re- 
sources? 


Just a feeler 


Reached at home last night, 
Zukowski said that his letter, 
written at the direction of the 


- Lee School Committee, was only a 


feeler and that the idea should be 
discussed thoroughly before any 
concrete plans are laid. 

He said he agreed completely 
with the sentiment expressed in 
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an Eagle editorial yesterday that 
the administration of all schools 
in Southern Berkshire County 
could be consolidated to save 
money. 

Romeo said his committee had 
studied the prospect of a regional 
school arrangement with Lee a 
couple of months ago and de- 
cided not to recommend the 
formation of a regional study 
committee. 

Under state law, Romeo noted, 
town meeting voters in all towns 
considering forming a_ region 
must approve a study committee, 
and if that committee recom- 
mends a regional school district, 
the voters must decide on that, 
too. 

Lenox School Superintendent 
Roland M. Miller said, “Based on 
the feedback we get, we’re not 
convinced there’s much interest” 
in Lenox in regionalization. “If 
Lee’s that interested, maybe they 
should find out from their town 
meeting if that’s what they really 
want.” 

Lenox School Committee 
member Jack F. Yablonsky said 
that he had “an open mind” 
about the possibility of sharing 
programs or some other form of 
merger — perhaps even a re- 
gional school district — but that 
the idea would require much 
study. “I’m not fundamentally 
opposed to a good plan, but we 
haven’t seen one yet and I’m not 
aware that anyone’s working on 
one,” he said. 


He said he would not approve 
of any plan that would compro- 
mise the high academic standards 
of the Lenox schools. The issues 


Locker Room bar | - 


granted more time 


to build 


By Ellen G. Lahr 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — 


\ 


Building Inspector 


restrooms gravely hurt 


at UMass 


down and jobs lost. 
_.“They’re in the process of 
~ working out the financing and 


of curriculum changes and the 
loss of local control of the school 
committee would also have to be 
addressed. 

“Just to say let’s regionalize 


and that'll save us a bunch of | 


bucks, that’s not how it’s done,” 
said Yablonsky, one of several 
who took umbrage at the state- 
ment of Lee School Committee 
member Carol LeProvost that 
“Lenox could move into Lee to- 
morrow and all we’d have to do is 
rearrange desks.” 

“It requires a lot of work and a 
plan that might be painful to 
some people,” Yablonsky said. 
“You’d divide the town. I’m op- 
posed to the plan of ‘let’s close 
our school and send our kids to 
Lee.’ That may not be what Lee is 
saying, but that’s what it sounds 
like.” 

Lenox Selectmen Chairman 
John J. Pignatelli was not opti- 
mistic about the prospects for a 
union with Lee. “Down through 
the years we haven’t had much 
success,” he said, listing failed 
projects involving cooperation 
between the two towns: a regional 
school, a two-town landfill, a 
consolidated water treatment 
plant in the Washington Mountain 


Brook watershed and a shared | 


building inspector. 

“I’ve gone to the well so many 
times, I’m a little gun-shy now,” 
Pignatelli said. 

He said the Lenox School 
Committee “is going to have to 
analyze all this and decide what’s 
best for the town of Lenox.” 

Selectman Joseph H. Nolan 
agreed that “the town of Lenox 
has been involved in discussions 
with Lee for years without re- 
sults.” But he said a _ school 
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~ Just to say let’s — 


that'll save us a 
bunch of bucks, 
that’s not how it’s 
done.’ 
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‘merger is worthy of discussion, 
all the same. “It never hurts to sit 


down and discuss it,” he said. 
But he added that if the School 


Committee and Superintendent | 


Miller are not receptive, “it won’t 
go anywhere.” 

A merger, Nolan said, won’t 
make the pressing needs of 
Lenox school buildings go away. 
He voted against sending a $6.1 


‘million rebuilding plan to the 


voters, but he said such issues as 
the modular classrooms at Lenox 


| Memorial High and handicapped 


access at school buildings need to 
be addressed very soon. 
Miller said Lenox does not 


need regionalization now: “Our 


population is growing, our pro- 
gram is strong. We are not limit- 
less in resources, but we’re OK.” 

Regionalization, Miller said, 
“depends on a good marriage” 
between communities, pointing 
out the difficulties in both the 
Mount Greylock and Central 
Berkshire regional school dis- 
tricts. Also, he said, a major 
funding shift may be in the works 
in Boston that would make it less 
financially attractive for commu- 


nities to form regional school | 


districts. 


Lenox spends $6,300 per pupil | 


at the high school level, and Lee, 
$5,100. Miller said it is not an 
issue of the towns’ commitments 
to education. Both have hetero- 
geneous populations, and/ 
“roughly the same number of kids | 
go to college.” | 
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at UMass remains 
in intensive care 


Robert W. Lester has given The 
Locker Room sports bar more 
time to construct additional rest- 
room facilities at the Main Street 
gathering spot. 

A month ago Lester said he 
would shut down the bar as of 
Wednesday, May 6, if the owners 
had not complied with his order 
to install two additional rest- 
rooms, plus another sink and 
urinal in an existing men’s room. 

Lester's order was intended to 
help satisfy a neighbor’s com- 
plaint that some patrons have 
been urinating in the parking lot 
regularly since the bar opened 
last August. 

Marguerite Tristany and her 
family, who live next door to the 
bar, have raised a series of com- 
plaints about the business re- 
garding noise, patron conduct 
and parking problems. They re- 
cently filed two lawsuits against 
the bar and the owners in an 
effort to force the bar to comply 
with the town’s orders, and to 
honor an easement owned by the 
Tristanys. 

However, on Wednesday Lester 
said he had granted another ex- 
tension, but he wouldn’t comment 


' on his decision. 
_ Retain jobs 


Selectman Chairman Joseph F. 
DuPont said he supports the de- 


_ lay. He said he wants to give the 
Owners more time because he 
G -Wwa a osed > 


expect to know about it today,” 
he said. “We’re expecting a letter 
from their attorney today with a 
definite timetable for the work.” 

DuPont said giving them a 
couple of days to come up with a 
plan “shouldn’t hurt anything.” 

He acknowledged the town has 
given the establishment some 
breaks, because, “I don’t want to 
see people put out of work.” 

The business was established 
by William LaGrant and Donald 
Lucy. Lucy is currently in the 
process of selling his interest to 
LaGrant. 

Attorney Robert M. Fuster of 
Pittsfield, who represents LaG- 
rant, said Wednesday the rest- 
room construction is tied in with 
the other financial matters in- 
volved in the buyout. 

“Why it hasn’t been done re- 
lates to the fact that were two 
partners and now there’s one,” he 
said. “It makes no sense for both 
people to undertake work that 
only one person will be respon- 
sible for.” 

Fuster said LaGrant has ob- 
tained estimates and lined up 
contractors for the job and has 
every intention of complying with 
the town’s orders. 

Fuster said the town has been 
“very understanding and fair, and 
they’ve set realistic deadlines 
and requirements.” 

“The Lee building inspector is 


right on top of us and will make 


re we do it right,” he said. 


7 LEE — A 21-year-old Lee man is in 
critical condition after undergoing sur- 
gery for neck injuries yesterday at Bays- 
tate Medical Center following an appar- 
ent accident in a pond at the University 

| of Massachusetts. 

David Stone, a UMass sophomore and 
the son of R. Francis and Susan Stone of 
East Street. 

He was found floating in the campus 
pond around 4:30 p.m. Sunday. Campus 
police had made a series of warnings to 
students who were swimming there a 
short time earlier, said Danny Chun, a 
| spokeman for the UMass news office. 


Chun said there are “no swimming” 
signs posted around the pond, which is 
centrally location between the campus 
library and the Fine Arts Center. The 
accident occurred during the univer- 
sity’s annual spring concert, Chun said. 

pei | Police officers and some students 
helped pull Stone from the pond, and he 


inson Hospital in Northampton. He was 
later transferred to Baystate Medical 
Center in Springfield. 

Chun said Stone underwent surgery 
starting around noon yesterday. 

A hospital spokeswoman said at 4 p.m. 
that he was in the intensive care unit 
and was listed in critical condition. 

Chun said campus police are still in- 
vestigating the incident and interviewing 
_ witnesses. ; 
for the semester tomorrow. _ ae 
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a 1989 graduate of Lee High School, is | 


was taken by ambulance to Cooley Dick- ' 


Classes at UMass are scheduled toend _ 


LEE — David Stone of Lee, 
who suffered a neck injury in a 
campus pond at the University of 
Massachusetts on Sunday, re- 
mained in the intensive care unit 
at Baystate Medical Center in 
Springfield yesterday. 

Stone, 21, a sophomore at the 
university, underwent surgery 
Monday. His condition was up- 
graded yesterday from critical to 
serious. 

Meanwhile, a university 
spokeswoman said yesterday that 
campus police have not yet re- 
leased the results of their inves- 
tigation into the accident, in 
which Stone was reportedly 
found floating in the campus 
pond during a spring concert 
event around 4:30 p.m. Sunday. 

Police had been patrolling the 
area throughout the day to keep 
students out of the water, ac- 
cording to the university, 

Stone, a 1989 graduate of Lee 
High School, is the son of R. 
Francis and Susan Stone of Lee. 
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salty. 

Warm crusty rolls accompany 
the appetizers. Delicious, fresh 
green salads are dressed with a 
zesty vinaigrette. The waitress’ 
wielding of a tiny beat-up pep- 
permill in response to the stan- 
dard “fresh pepper for your 
salad?” inquiry provided an un- 
intentional touch of humor to the 
normally pretentious big-pepper- 
grinder ritual. 

e 


Chef Ken Almgren excels in his 
preparations of beef and lamb. 
Sauteed tournedos were tender 
and cooked to specification, me- 
dium rare. They were accompa- 
nied with tender string beans and 
crisp-tender julienned carrots. 
Rack of lamb, similarly, was 
simple and unsullied, oven- 


roasted and served with pan. 


juices and a minted herb sauce. 
A rubbery-textured fillet of: 
chicken, on the other hand, was 
topped with a pasty, underseas- 
oned white sauce. It came with 
perfectly cooked wild rice. A 
technically exacting, but disap- 
pointingly uninteresting, lattice of 
sole and salmon, featured fillets 
of the two fish that were braided 
together and quickly grilled and 
topped with a timidly seasoned 
ee Sauce. Entrees run $21 to 
The wine list is fairly extensive, 
focusing on selections from 
France and California, However, 
many of the choices were not 
available. Service is competent 
and professional, if a bit brusque. 

_ _ Desserts (about $4 on both the 
dinner and brunch menu) run the 

_ gamut from a shivery, pale white 
vanilla custard flavored with a 
boise liqueur sauce (a fresh 
berry sauce would have 
‘much-needed color and 

a: 


Federal House: 
Refined decor, 
classical menu 


. 


By Elizabeth Field ‘T 
Berkshire Eagle Staff * 
; LEE ; ; 
f restaurants were people, the Fed- a 
I eral House could be compared to a ; = 
New England grandmother of a cer- 4 


tain class, with impeccable manners and 
expectations, and no appreciation of off- 


Refined in every respect, the restau- 
rant pairs the formality of a restored 
1824 brick house with a classical menu. 

Diners are seated in two rooms: a 
parlor, where we sat on two occasions, 
and a less-used dining room. The high- 
ceilinged parlor has long lace-curtained 
white-cloth-covered tables 
_ decked with white candles and fresh 
flowers, a dark carpet patterned with 
cabbage roses, framed period artwork; 
brass wall sconces and_stiff-backed 
caned chairs. One speaks low in this sort 


Both the dinner and brunch menus are 


For dinner, recently, appetizers ($4.50 
_ to $7.50) included a country terrine of 
_ rabbit, which was prettily garnished with 
_ snow peas and lingonberry sauce. Un- 
_ fortunately, it didn’t have much of the 
- hearty flavor one associates with game 
_ dishes. Cream of mushroom soup was 
also bland. A lacy cornmeal blini (pan- 
cake) had a nice nutty flavor that was 
complemented by a garnish of sour 
cream, a slice of delicately smoked trout 
and two dabs of American sturgeon cav- 


Smoked salmon pate, which was more 
like a mousse in texture, was piped onto 
’ the plate in a fancy curlicue and gar- 
nished with toast points, minced hard- 
cooked egg and onion. It was overly 


Federal House rec alls 
amore genteel period 


Haagen-Dazs ice cream and 
served in a pool of rich Belgian| 
chocolate sauce. There is also a 
nice light orange chiffon cake 
filled with Grand Marnier- 
flavored whipped cream and 
garnished with tangy orange zest: 
and a cloying cappuccino pie. 
e 


Brunch at the Federal House, a 
local institution, offers the same 
refined atmosphere, if slightly 
warmer with the presence of 
bright sunlight streaming through 
the parlor windows. About 8) 
menu selections are delivered, 
orally, without prices. (Dishes run) 
$9 to $12.) 

With the accompaniment of the’ 
same good rolls and salads, re- 
cent entrees included a fairly 
middle-of-the-road eggs Benedict, 
and a rib-sticking omelet filled 
with melted gruyere cheese and 
shards of somewhat greasy sau- 
sage. A seasonal dish, sauteed 
shad roe, was firm, tasty and 
nicely seasoned with salt, pepper 
and dill. It was served with crisp) 
bacon. | 

Fillet of turbot was tasteless. 
The most interesting dish, 
homemade ravioli filled with) 
shrimp, crabmeat and _ shittake) 
mushrooms, was delicious in a\ 
light, 
sauce. Coffee is hot and fresh. 

The menu might be improved 
with the addition of at least one 
lighter, meatless dish for those 
who don’t wish to eat so heavily 
in the middle of the day. And in 
fairness to diners, serving staff 
should indicate price ranges 
when giving menu selections. 

Otherwise, the Federal House 
is a throwback to a more genteel 
era when well-presented, lei- 
surely meals were eaten, and 
there was no such thing as beef- 
alo or free-range chicken. If not 


for the late-20th-century prices, 


your proper grandmother would 
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Lenox, Lee 
powwow 


not set yet 


By Daniel O. Bellow 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LENOX — A summit meeting on a 
school merger with Lee appears unlikely 
to materialize, as the Selectmen have 
drafted a letter referring Lee officials to 
the Lenox School Committee. 

Instead, it appears that school officials 
from both towns will meet — at a time 
and place yet to be determined and 
probably not in front of the press and 
public — to discuss the possibilities of 
further cooperation between the two 
districts, according to Lee School Com- 
mittee Chairman Edward M. Lahey. 

The School Committee and Superin- 
tendent Roland M. Miller have publicly 
stated their unwillingness to consider a 
regional arrangement with Lee. 


‘Informal collaboration’ 


In a white paper on the subject issued 
late last year, the committee said that 
“at this time, we believe informal col- * 
laboration is a better route to follow 
than a formal merger.” 

Many in Lenox town government have 
suggested that by directing Superinten- 
dent Henry T. Zukowski to address the _ 
proposal to the Lenox Selectmen, Lee Y 
school officials were looking to go over 
the heads of the Lenox school committee 
members. 

Lahey said that was not his intention 
at all. “We thought it appropriate to get 
the Selectmen involved and aware,” he 
said. 

Lahey indicated that informal collab- 
oration would be fine with him, so long 
as there’s lots of it: “I don’t care what 


| we call it — regionalization, cooperation, 


fresh, delicate tomato | 


| a union — so Jong as it works.” 

; “We are looking at the two largest 
| budgets in the two towns,” he said. 
Lenox’s $4.6 million - school 
nearly half the total budget for the town, 


budget, 


SLt1 93 


Lenox, Lee meeting not set yet | 
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passed at town meeting with nary 
a question. Lee’s school budget is 
in roughly the same proportion to 
the town budget. Lee’s town 
meeting is Thursday. 

Lahey said that despite the 
huge sums the two towns spend, 
each program has its weaknesses, 
which could be shored up by co- 
operation. 

“We'd like to add programs and 
keep the ones we have,” he said, 
“but we’ve got to have the num- 
bers to support the programs. We 
ean’t have two kids in a Latin 
class, and neither can they. We’ve 
got to be thinking: How can we 
add to and enhance our program? 

“Do we continue along separate 
roads, spending big dollars, or do 
we cooperate and pass the sav- 
ings along to our taxpayers?” 

The Lenox School Committee 
has supported an ambitious $13.7 
million rebuilding of the town’s 
elementary and high schools. 
During the often acrimonious 
debate over that proposal last 


| 


year, opponents of the school re- 
building plan touted regional-~ 
ization with Lee as a cheaper way 
to secure new educational space. 

In response to this criticism, 
the School Committee prepared a 
white paper explaining its oppo- 
sition to regionalization. It said: 

» Even if the districts merged, 
the need for expanded high 
school facilities would remain the 
same because neither town owns 
a building suitable for a modern 
high school. ; 

> The formula for distribution 
of state aid to schools may soon 
be changed to eliminate incen- 
tives for schools to become part 
of a region. 

> If Lenox were to regionalize 
with Lee, its representatives 
would form the minority delega- 
tion to a regional school commit- 
tee. “Given our perception of dif- 
ferences over educational phi- 
losophy and governance as well 
as fiscal resources, we are con- 
cernéd that minority representa- 
tion would not allow sufficient 
control over the educational des- 
tiny of our children.” 

> Lenox school population is 
growing, the schools have good 
Massachusetts Educational As- 
sessment Program and SAT 
scores, parochial-private school 
enrollment is low, the system at- 
tracts dozens of students through 
school choice and parental in- 
terest in regionalization appears 
minimal. 

> Regionalization studies tend 
to generate rancor and divisive- 
ness within the school commu- 
nity, as the one performed in 1981 
did in Lenox. Lenox already is 
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involved in several cooperative 


ventures with Lee, the Southern 
Berkshire Regional School Dis- 
trict and the South Berkshire 
Educational Collaborative. . 
Rebuilding Lenox Memorial 
High School would not preclude 
regionalization at a later date, 
the School Committee said. The 
building project is slated for a 
special town meeting and debt 
exclusion vote in the fall. 
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Lee election includes races 


Ov By Ellen G. Lahr 
it Berkshire Eagle Staff 


_ LEE — The similarities may be 
‘more marked than the differ- 


ences among the three men seek-- 


ing election to the Board of Se- 
léctmen when voters go to the 
polls on May 18. It may be their 
styles rather than politics that 
distinguish them most from each 
other. 

'<Selectman Joseph F. DuPont is 
seeking a second three-year term, 
after heading the board during its 
transition into the town adminis- 
trator era and through contro- 
versies involving the Police De- 
partment, the shutdown of the 
landfill and escalating insurances 
costs. 

.An independent, DuPont is be- 
ing challenged by Finance Com- 
mittee Chairman John E. DeVar- 
ennes and independent candidate 
Aldo V. Pascucci, a Planning 
Board member. 


Housing Authority race 


The only other race on the 
election ballot is between Lee 
Housing Authority member 
Francis D. Foley Jr., a Democrat, 
and Rosemary Bush Hughes, a 
Republican. 

There are three ballot ques- 
tions asking voters to abolish the 
town representative form of gov- 
ernment and return to the open 
town meeting; to pay higher taxes 
for a municipal trash pickup, and 
to pay more taxes to establish a 
hew municipal landfill. 

A low-key, straightforward se- 
lectman, DuPont doesn’t dodge 
criticism for his lenience toward 
problems at The Locker Room 
bar or toward critics’ unbridled 
“bashing” of the Selectmen at 
their weekly meeting. 

DeVarennes, a Democrat, has a 
GE management background and 
financial expertise. He offers 


Town 


John E. DeVarennes 


steady explanations to complex 
problems, with an occasional wry 


. Wit or testy temper. 


Pascucci, an indepenent, is an 
affable, quiet man who said he 
didn’t attend a recent candidates’ 
forum because he prefers indi- 
vidual contact with voters. 

All three express optimism 
about the role of the new town 
administrator, who is scheduled 
to begin work in late June. They 
support the Community Devel- 
opment Corp.’s plan for an in- 
dustrial park on Route 102, op- 
pose condoms being made avail- 
able at Lee High School and 
agree on the need for open 
communications between Town 
Hall and residents. They also 
support development of a munic- 
ipal golf course. 

DuPont and DeVarennes at- 
tended a candidates’ forum 
Thursday at Lee High School, 
where a panel of students posed 
questions about subjects ranging 
from police-community relations 
to the proposed new landfill. 

DeVarennes, who referred to 
his 30-odd years of experience in 
one form of town government or 
another, stressed the need for 
improved communications in 
town government. 


“I don’t think there’s sufficient 
information given about a lot of 
subjects in town government,” he 
said. “Until such time as two or 
three people start asking ques- 
tions, there’s very little informa- 
tion given out.” 

Touching on the same issue in 
his written statement, Pascucci 
said he will “work to uphold an 
open, clear flow of communica- 
tion and work for the people.” 

DuPont acknowledged that 
“communication has been a 
problem in the town of Lee for 
years. I like to think there have 
been some improvements.” 


The addition of a town admin- | 


istrator will “tremendously im- 
prove” those problems, DuPont 
said. His key objective, he said, is 
to aid in the smooth transition to 
that form of government. 

Both he and DeVarennes | 
agreed that the administrator, | 
Frank Abbondanzio, should be | 
given time to familiarize himself 
with Lee and set his own priori- 
ties. } 

They both expressed their | 
support for the town representa- 
tive form of government. Pascucci 
has said he disagrees, preferring 
to open the town meeting process 
to the public. 

The debate was videotaped by 
Cable Television of Southern 
Berkshire and was attended by 
about a dozen people. 

Gordon Bailey’s name will ap- 
pear on the ballot, but he has 
withdrawn from the race for se- 
lectman. 

The candidates for contested 
seats are as follows: 


Selectman 
Elect 1, 3 years 


Joseph F. DuPont, 47, of Fair- 
view Street owns and operates 
Lee Sign Service and Lee Auto 
Trim. He has been a town repre- 
sentative for 13 years, a Planning 
Board member for three years 
and chairman of the Selectmen 
for 18 months. He is a past union 


_ for selectman, housing board 


vice president at Beloit-Jones. He | 
has also served as a grand knight | 


and district deputy of the Knights 
of Columbus. 

A trained draftsman and elec- 
trician, he attended St. Joseph’s 
High School in Pittsfield, Berk- 
shire Community College and the 
ICS Center for Degree Studies in 
Scranton, Pa. 

“Three years ago I felt I was 


* qualified to do this job,” he said. 


“T feel I have, and ask for every- 


} 
| 


one’s vote to continue. This is not | 


the kind of job where, you can 
complete an agenda in three 
years.” 
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Joseph DuPont 


Photos by Joel Librizzi 
Aldo V. Pascucci 


Aldo V. Pascucci, 69, of Devon 
Road is retired from his job as 
owner of Main Street Jewelers. 
He has been a Planning Board 
member since 1991 and is a 
member of the Chamber of 
Commerce. 

A disabled veteran of World 
War II, he is a member of the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars. He has 
managed the Little League farm 
team and has served as president 
of the Babe Ruth League. 

Pascucci said his independent 
affiliation means he will serve 
people with both Democrats and 
Republicans “without limiting 
myself to one particular group or 
cause. 

“As a dedicated, hard-working 
man, my leadership skills will 
provide a positive change in local 
town government,” he said. 


John E. DeVarennes, 63, is re- 
tired from GE’s ordnance systems 
in Pittsfield, where he worked for 
30 years. He has been on the 
Finance Committee for one year 


and has been a town meeting 
representative since 1970. He has 


| served on the School Committee, 


the Regional School Study Com- 


mittee, the School Building 
Needs Committee, the Capital 
Outlay Committee and as a se- 
lectman in the late 1970s and 
early 80s. 

That experience, he said, “will 
be some assistance in the new 
administrative form of govern- 
ment being implemented in town. 
; I have gone through and 
looked at the major areas of town 
government in the past 30 years.” 


Housing Authority 
Elect 1, 5 years 


Rosemary Bush Hughes, 53, of 
Summer Street is a Lee native 


' and is new to town government. 


She ran unsuccessfully last year 
for a seat on the board and wants 
to try again, she said. 


“IT am interested in the housing 
for the elderly and low-income 


| housing,” she said. She said she 


wants to be involved in the ad- 
ministration of those housing fa- 
cilities. 

She is a member of St. Mary’s 
Church. ; 

Francis D. Foley Jr., 62, of 3 
Pease Terrace is retired from GE 
ordnance systems, where he 


worked in marketing. He is a past 
member and chairman of the 
Planning Board and a current 
member of the Lee Community 
Development Corp. He has served 
two terms on the Housing Au- 
thority. 

He said he is seeking re- 
election because of his interest in 
the projects the authority has 
administered. He said he also 
wants to see through to comple- 
tion the eight-building, 16-unit, 
low-income family housing 
project on Marble Street. 

“Tm interested in seeing it get 
started, in getting the people in 
there who need it the most,” he 
said. “I want to see it through.” 


Incumbents running unopposed 
for re-election are: Moderator 
Joseph M. Toole, one-year term; 


| School Committee members Carol 


E. LePrevost and Gary Norton, 
three-year terms, and Planning 
Board member Jill Bickford- 
Groff, five-year term. 

There are also three candidates 
running unopposed for the Lee 
Community Development Corp. 
They are Frank P. Consolati, 
William Enser Jr. and John E. 
Toole. 
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By Howard Herman 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


: — Krista Schmidinger got a couple of nice 
oe pines presents yesterday. She found out 
4 is the 16th-ranked skier in the world and was 
officially named to the U.S. Alpine Ski Team sA 


Br just found out I was 16th. I thought I would be 
putside the top 20,” said Schmidinger from her 
home in Lee. “When I saw I was 16th, I was 
psyched.” ; 

Schmidinger, a Lee native who turns 22 on Mon- 
day, was named to the A Team along with Hilary 
Lindh, Diann Roffe-Steinrotter, Julie Parisien and 


‘Eva Twardokens. 


Schmidinger to A Te 
lice skier’s world downhill rank 16th 


rankings. 

“T’m extremely happy about it. It’s a goal of mine 
to move up on the list.” 

Schmidinger competed in the 1992 Winter Olym- 
pics at Albertville, France, in the downhill and the 
combined events. The other four members of the A 
Team also competed there. 

“That’s thanks in large part to what she did in the 
combined at the Olympics,” said U.S. Ski Team 
spokesman Tom Kelly, who added that Schmidinger 
will remain with the A Team throughout the 1993 
season. : 

Heidi Voelker, 22, of Pittsfield was named to the 
women’s B Team. She is one of six women on the B 
Team who competed at Albertville. The others are 
Wendy Fisher, Megan Gerety, Kristin Krone, Moni- 
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By Ellen G. Lahr 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — Bowing to the pleas of 
two local: service organizations, 
two of three selectmen last night 
changed their positions and voted 
to allow the groups to set up 
“tollgates” on Main Street and 
collect money from motorists. 

The board voted 2-1 to reverse a 
decision made earlier this spring. 
At that time, it voted unanimously 
to prohibit tollgates, saying that 
there are too many requests for 
them and that they tend to slow 
traffic. 

Selectman Martin H. Deely last 
night stuck with his earlier vote 
to ban the collections. However, 


“{ kind of knew after the Winter Olympics,” she 
said of her A Team selection. “I didn’t know my 


She/Y 


d gives limited green light 
to fund-raising ‘toll’ collectors 


Selectmen Joseph F. DuPont and 
Diane P. Roosa made their votes 
contingent on a tollgate prohibi- 
tion between July 4 weekend and 
Labor Day, when traffic is typi- 
cally most congested. 

Last night, members of the Li- 
ons Club and the Lee High School 
Student Council showed up at the 
board’s weekly meeting to state 
their cases. 

Chris Pereglou, president of the 
Lions Club, which raises money 
for the vision-impaired, said the 
organization has never set up its 
tollgates in July and August any- 
way. He said the club depends 
heavily on the quick revenue re- 
ceived from motorists. 


Beats door to door 


Club member Francis D. Foley 
Jr. said the tollgates can bring in 
about $1,000 in one day. 


“We sure don’t want to have to 
go door to door,” said Perreglou. 
“It’s hard for civic groups to raise 
money.” 

He said that traffic flow isn’t 
hindered and that no one is obli- 
gated to donate money. “You 
have the right to say no,” he said. 

Student Council members said 
they have used tollgates for three 
or four years in efforts to raise 
scholarship money for students. 

Deely said he gets more com- 
plaints about the tollgates than 
about the prospect of installing a 
new traffic light at the end of 
Main Street. 

“It’s an unbelievable annoyance 
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dents submitted their request to 
hold a tollgate May 23. The Lions 
Club’s date was set for June 6. 


Other action 


In another matter last night, the 
Selectmen met with the Planning 
Board and the Board of Public 
Works to discuss the status of a 5- 
year-old moratorium on sewer 
hookups for large developments. 

Planning Board Chairman 
Robert Birch said there are two 
important projects “in the pipe- 
line” that could be impeded by 
the moratorium. 

The first is a 12-lot subdivision 
on Mandalay Road, the third 
phase of a project being devel- 
oped by Paul Scarpa. The other is 
the industrial park being spear- 
headed by the Lee Community 
Development Corp. 

Public Works board member 
David Parker said the morato- 
rium can be lifted as soon as the 
town has a plan in progress to 
increase the capacity of the 
sewer treatment plant. He said 
that plan is in the works and 
should be ready for presentation 
to the Selectmen in four wees. 

The Selectmen set a meeting 
for June 15 at 8 p.m. to review the 
board’s recommendations. 

The sewer treatment plant is 
currently at 80 percent capacity, 
Parker said. The state requires 
that, if the town exceeds that 
percentage, plans must be made 
for expansion. 
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Krista Schmidinger 
Makes A Team 
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A-Team skier 
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que Pelletier and Edith Thys. 

Kelly said this shouldn’t have 
much of an impact on the number 
of World Cup races Voelker, a 
slalom specialist, will be able to 
enter. 

“She’s pretty well established 
on the World Cup circuit,” he 
added. : 

Because of injuries to other 
World Cup skiers, Schmidinger 
said she would be skiing in the 
first seed along with Lindh, who 
is ranked ninth in the downhill. 
Last year, the Americans didn’t 
have anybody skiing in the first 
seed. 

Schmidinger’s ranking and her 
being named to the A Team caps 
a good run for her over the past 
few months. She said it’s a first 
step to what she hopes can be a 
good year. 

“There are still a lot of goals 
I’d like to reach. This is a step- 
pingstone,” she said. 

Schmidinger said the ski team 
members will be off to Anchor- 
age, Alaska, on May 31 for a one- 
week camp. After the July Fourth 
holiday, the team members will 
convene in San Diego for dry- 
land camp and head to Argentina 
in August for some training. 

“This gives me confidence in 
terms of being right there with 
the best,” said Schmidinger. “You 
know you can do it. You’re re- 
spected more, and you're a little 
more of a threat.” 


' | to some people,” he said. 
After the board voted, the stu- 


By Ellen G. Lahr 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE, — Town and state officials are 
looking for ways to keep the E.C.H. Will 
Manufacturing Corp. from moving its op- 
erations from Lee to Wisconsin, which 
could mean the loss of 73 local jobs. 

Selectmen Joseph F. DuPont and Martin 
H. Deely and Lee Community Develop- 
ment Corp. President David Bruce met 
last week with E.C.H. Will representatives 
to offer support and assistance as the 
company decides whether to invest $2 
million to $3 million in renovating the Lee 
‘plant or to relocate to its plant in Wis- 
consin. 

State Rep. Christopher J. Hodgkins, D- 
Lee, and state Sen. Jane M. Swift, R-North 
Adams, also are offering some help, Du- 
Pont said. 

__ Executive Vice President John D. Eisen- 
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Lee and E.C.H. Will officials 


as town seeks to head off a move 


hour said yesterday he had no develop- 
ments to report after having met with town 
officials last week, and he reiterated pre- 
vious statements that no decision on a 
move has been made. 

The company bought the assets of the 
former Clark-Aiken Matik Co., but not the 
building, in November 1989. 

E.C.H. Will is considering its options 
because of market conditions and because 
the lease on the building expires in No- 
vember. It may either update the present 
site near the Massachusetts Turnpike en- 
trance or move to Sheboygan, Wis. 


‘Show we care’ 


DuPont said he wanted to meet with 
company officials last week “to make a 
good-faith effort to show that we care.” He 
said he had the impression they want to 
keep the operation in Lee. ¢ 

The manufacturing company, which 
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makes folio-sized sheeters for the paper- 
making industry, is one of six E.C.H. Will 
companies that are part of a German con- 
glomerate called the Koerber Group. 

Bruce said the most important thing the 
CDC can do is to work with state legisla- 
tors and agencies involved in economic 
development “to find the least costly solu- 
tion to the company’s building problems 
and to keep them here in Lee.” 

“We've got some direction to go in, and 
the people on the state level have been 
working diligently to put some kind of 
program together for them,” Bruce said. 
“The key is to make renovation as cheap 
as possible.” 

Hodgkins said yesterday his office is 
involved in gathering some information 
that could be useful. 

“Things look positive,” he said. “They 
want to keep jobs and keep the economic 
base here.” 
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By Ellen G. Lahr 
toe Berkshire Eagle Staff 
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| _ LEE — Executives from Mead 

f Specialty Paper Division are 

_ nudging the town to get moving 

_ on the acquisition of a new land- 
fill site for the South Lee manu- 

- facturing facility’s industrial 
- waste. 

__ Faced with a potential threat to 
the landfill in the form of a ques- 
tion on tonight’s annual town 

_meeting warrant, Mead officials 

met with town officials Tuesday 
to emphasize the company’s need 
for a disposal site. 

“We have about four or five 
years left in our existing landfill, 

_ and it takes four or five years to 

_ site a new landfill,” George 

| O'Neill, Mead’s environmental 

_ engineering manager, said yes- 

terday “We’re up against the door 

right now. We need to do some- 
thing.” 


Worried about time 


O'Neill said Mead officials are 
concerned about the amount of 
time it has taken for the town to 
act on acquiring the property. To 
date no eminent domain pro- 
ceedings have begun. 

The company wants Lee offi- | 
cials to implement a May 1990 
town meeting vote that autho- 
rized the town to take by eminent 
domain a parcel of property ad- 
_ jacent to the existing town land- 
_ fill. The land, more than 50 acres, 
_ is owned by Lane Construction 

Co. 


An appraisal done for the town 
_ States the property is valued at 
_ $1.65 million. 
A third of the purchase price | 
i! would be paid by Mead, and a | 
_ third of the property would be | 
_ developed by Mead as an indus- 
trial landfill. 

The remaining land would be 
held by the town in case the town 


' needs a landfill site in the future. | 


Lee resident Joseph Kresiak - 
_ has circulated a petition among 
_ town voters asking for a town 
meeting warrant that would re- 
_ scind that vote, due to the poten- 
tial cost. 

The question appears on to- 
night’s annual town meeting 
warrant. 
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However, town officials say 
Kresiak’s effort was inspired by 
misunderstanding about the cost 
of the project. 

Town Clerk Patricia D. Carlino 
and Selectman Martin H. Deely 
said certain -bonds will be paid 
off in the coming years. There- 
fore, a new bond to buy the land 
won’t affect the tax rates. 


Price dispute possible 


However, Deely conceded that 
taxes could be affected if eminent 
domain proceedings result in a 
higher price for the property. 
Such a dispute is not out of the 
question, because the property 
owners don’t want to sell and 
they contend the land in question 


Lee schedules hearing 


: to acquire Lee officials 
landfill site for industrial waste — 


is worth around $3 million. 

Still, town officials say they 
want to stand by their plan with 
Mead. 

“As far as the Selectmen are 
concerned, we’re 100 percent 
committed, said Deely. 

Deely said Mead also intends to 
collaborate with the town in the 
process of capping the current 
town dump, which was closed in 
December. 

The state is giving towns with 
unlined landfills 18 months to fill 
up and cap their facilities. Mead 
will fill up the remaining space in 
the landfill by dumping its sludge 
there, paying the town for use of 
the dump. 

The money the town receives 
from Mead will go toward paying 
the cost of capping the landfill, 

“What we hope to do is sell the 
remaining capacity for the 
amount of money needed to cap 
the existing landfill,” said Deely. 

Deely said the two agreements 
— one involving the old landfill 
and the other involving the 
property acquisition — could be 
completed in 60 days or so. The 
company and town officials will 
meet again within 30 days for an 
update, said Deely. 
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on industrial park zone 


By Ellen G. Lahr 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — The Planning Board 
will hold a series of informational 
meetings within the next month 
to inform residents about the 
proposed Office Park-Light In- 
dustrial zoning bylaw. 

The measure, to be voted on at 
a special town meeting set for 
June 17, is the first step toward 
enabling the Lee Community De- 
velopment Corp. to develop an 
industrial park on Route 102 in 


“ South Lee. 


If the town representatives ap- 
prove the bylaw, a second ques- 
tion will ask representatives to 
authorize a zoning change for the 
55-aere parcel the CDC has iden- 
tified for the 18-lot industrial 
park. 


Other areas 


While the Route 102 site would 
be the first industrial park in 
town, Planning Board members 
Said Monday night the bylaw is 
not limited to that location and 
could also apply to development 
of other areas. 

At the Planning Board meeting, 
member Jill Bickford-Groff said 
the bylaw is more restrictive than 
the current industrial zone bylaw, 
because it contains more strin- 

ent requirements for landscap- 
ing, appropriate uses and envi- 
ronmental impact. 

She stressed that the bylaw is 
in draft form, and that the com- 


ments or concerns of the com- 
munity can be addressed with 
revisions if necessary. 


Business interest 


CDC member Daniel Holmes 
said the organization has re- 
ceived “word of mouth” interest 
from businesses interested in the 
industrial park. But he said the 
CDC has not made commitments 
to any business and no active 
marketing will take place until 
after the town meeting adopts the 
zoning change. 

The proposed bylaw has been 
reviewed by a number of profes- 
sionals, including representatives 
from area businesses and the 
Berkshire County Regional 
Planning Commission, board 
members said. 

All the informational meetings 
are open to anyone, but specific 
audiences will be addressed at 
each. 

The first will he held for the 
general public May 21 at 7 p.m. in 
the Town Hall courtroom; a 
hearing for neighbors and abut- 
ters of the industrial park site 
will be held May 28 at 7 p.m. at 
the Senior Center in the Airoldi 
Building; town representatives 
will be addressed on June 4 at 7 
p.m. in the same location. 
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By Ellen G. Lahr 
| Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — Town representatives 
labored over the annual town 
meeting warrant until a late hour 
last night, finally voting at 11 to 

| Oppose an article that would have 
killed the town’s agreement’ to 
purchase landfill property in 
conjunction with Mead Specialty 
Paper Division. 

The business of approving the 
$9 million fiscal 1993 budget was 
not finished last night. r the 
landfill vote was taken, the meet- 
ing was adjourned until Thursday 
at 7:30 p.m. 

It was a meeting marked by 
debate on such matters as the 

salary for the new town adminis- 
| trator’s secretary and an increase 

in the town employees’ share of 

health insurance payments. 
The representatives concluded 
by placing 25 items on the 40-item 
warrant, taking the landfill arti- 
cle out of turn to accommodate 25 
Mead employees who attended to 
voice their opposition to the 
proposal that threatened plans 
for a new industrial landfill. 
The town has agreed to take by 
eminent domain a parcel that will 
be partially paid for and devel- 
| oped by Mead for use as an in- 
_ dustrial waste site. The remain- 

ing land would be held by the 
| town for possible future use as a 
landfill. 


| Agreement status | 


| Joseph Kresiak, who petitioned 
_ to rescind the agreement because | 
. of the potential cost to taxpayers, | 

said the town has no written 


: 
| 
: 
! 
| 
. 
| 


agreements with Mead about how | 
the land acquisition would take | 


place. 
The Selectmen replied that 


| those plans are moving forward 


and that they expect to have 


| agreements in 60 days. 


District 1 Highway Engineer 
Ross Dindio, who waited all 
evening for action on a warrant 
article regarding the installation 
of a traffic light at the end of 
Main Street, left in frustration at 
11, when it was clear the question 
would not come up until next 
week. 

Among the warrant items that 
were approved last night were: 

> A fiscal 1993 school budget of 
$4,741,721, a 15 percent increase 


| over the current year’s expendi- 


tures. A 2.07 percent hike had 
been anticipated because of re- 
cent adjustments in the cost of 
employee health insurance, said 
School Superintendent Henry T. 
Zukowski. i 

> $864,641 for the cost of oper- 
ations and maintenance in the 
Department of Public Works. 

> $7,825 for the cost of school 
crossing guards, a hotly contested 
issue during budget talks this 
spring. 

> $16,000 for a new police 


| cruiser, 


> $15,000 for the cost of paint- 
ing at Lee High School. 

> $33,900 for improvements to a 
section of roof at Lee Central 
School. 

> $17,000 for replacement of a 
pruace at Lee Central Fire Sta- 

on. 


The formal public hearing will ~ 


be held on June 8 at 7 p.m. at the 
Senior Center. 

The special town meeting will 
be June 17 at 7 p.m. at Lee Cen- 
tral School. 


Eagle Sich 
oppose oP 


article on landfill deal 


> $60,000 to replace 
and doors at South Lee 
tion. 

Early in the meeting, represen- 
tatives spent nearly 30 Minutes 
discussing a town Operating 
budget line item Pertaining to tha 
salary of the new town adminis. 
trator’s secretary. The budget 
calls for a salary of $17,655, a 
figure some people argued was 
too high for a 32-hour-per-week 
job. 


‘Girl at typewriter’ 


Representative James F-. Nolan 
said the salary amount is exces- 
sive for “a girl who sits at a 
typewriter.” 

Representative Carol B, Les 
Prevost attempted to amend the 
Salary amount to $12,241, Similar 
to that of a 20-hour-per-week jn- 
terdepartmental secretary. But 
her amendment failed. 

Selectman Martin H. Deely said 
that he hopes the secretary will 
have certain professional skills 
that will aid the administrator 
and that the salary reflects that 
aim. 

After much debate and com- 
parison to other town Salaries, 
representatives approved the 
original salary request. 

A special town meeting at 7 
p.m. cleared up a number of year- 
end budget-balancing matters. 


the roo 
fire sta. 


‘By Lewis C. Cuyler 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


: _— E.C.H. Will Manufac- 
po al poised to move its 
to Wisconsin late this 
ar, an action that would put 
ost of the 73 people on its pay- 
ol] out of work. 

“The final decision, however, is 
et to be made and events un- 
‘olding yesterday: offered an out- 
ide chance that a meeting be- 
een corporate and elected of- 
cials on Monday could reverse 
he company’s thinking. 


@ WILL, from Al 


purchasing managers. People al- 
-yeady on board in Wisconsin can 
absorb these functions.” 

Eisenhour said the Lee opera- 

stion would continue until the 
completion of all current cus- 
fttomer orders, or “sometime 
around the end of this year.” He 
will also lose his job if the com- 
= pany moves, he said. 
Since news of the company’s 
“possible departure became pub- 
‘lic, a consortium of public offi- 
-cials and agencies has worked 
feverishly to persuade the com- 
pany to remain. 

They have included Rep. 
Christopher J. Hodgkins, D-Lee, 
* Sen. Jane M. Swift, R-North Ad- 
«ams, the Lee Community Devel- 
opment Corp., the Lee Selectmen, 
_ staffers from the office of U.S. 
: Rep. John W. Olver, the Central 
b. Berkshire Chamber of Commerce 
and the Maurice A. Donahue In- 
_ Stitute for Governmental Services 
.at the University of Massachu- 
> setts. 
mB Last Monday that group asked 
William. P. Ennen, a Donahue 
> Staffer who has worked exten- 
pr Sively with Berkshire County 
; manufacturers, to develop alter- 
hhatives to the Wisconsin plan for 
- 


E.C.H. Will to consider, using the 
~ Tesources of state agencies. 

Ennen said last night, “We are 
S0ing to try to put something on 


the table Monday that will make 
, them bite.” 


_ Difficult situation 


--. However, he acknowledged the 
- difficulties of trying to achieve 
~ an eleventh-hour solution on 
q such short notice,” 


i One of the problems, he said, is 

: \F © coordination of programs of- 
‘fered by State agencies, each one 
with different responsibilities. 


He said efforts have focused on 
q nee to speed up development of 
; ra Lee Industrial Park on Route 
_ 108, 'a project that he estimated is 
“Still a year away and may have 


Site contami i 
nation ES 
le 7 cleanup prob 


we 


a 


ne avenue he is pursuing, 
b - sm is for a public entity such 
3 € town of Lee or the com- 


.C.H. Will on brink of leaving Berl 


A last-ditch effort to entice the company to stay in Lee will be made Monday. 


However, the company made it 
clear that it regarded such an 
outcome as unlikely. 

In a statement released to 
workers during the day, the 
company said that “economic and 
business considerations” are 
driving its decision. 

Referring to eleventh-hour ef- 
forts by elected officials that 


= 
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would accelerate the develop- 
ment of the Lee Industrial Park, 
the company said that “regard- 
less of virtually any proposals 
presented by the officials, other 
factors favor a decision to con- 
solidate the operations in She- 
boygan, Wisconsin.” 

On May 1, the company con- 
firmed reports that it was study- 


Lewis C. Cuyler / Berkshire Eagle Staff 


John D. Eisenhour, E.C.H. Will’s executive vice president, 


in his office yesterday. 


monwealth of Massachusetts to 
buy the existing E.C.H. Will 
building, make the improvements 
the company needs and then en- 


ter into a lease-purchase agree- - 


ment. 

Swift, reached last night at her 
home, said it “looks as if Mon- 
day’s meeting is our last chance.” 

A favorable outcome is made 
difficult, she said, because E.C.H. 
Will is trying to reduce its costs, 
which is at odds with maintaining 
facilities in both Lee and Wis- 
consin. 

“At this point I think it would 
take an offer of free land and a 
free building to keep them here,” 
she said. “I am unaware of any 
program which would do that and 


even if there were, the state 
would need a guarantee of more 
than 73 jobs.” 

“Even so,” she said, ‘“we 


thought earlier this week that the 
company was being responsive to 


our initiatives. But then later in 


the week, the company upped the 
ante after corporate executives 
came in from West Germany.” 

“T am not critical; the company 
is making its decision on business 
considerations,” she said. “Nev- 
ertheless it points out the neces- 
sity for having land available” 
when a manufacturer needs it. 

In 1989 Will bought the assets of 
the former Clark-Aiken Matik Co., 
but not its building. The company 
announced then that it would 
begin a search for land to ac- 
commodate a modern manufac- 
turing plant. The existing plant 


ing whether to invest $3 million 
or more to upgrade its present 
plant on Route 20 near the en- 
trance of the Massachusetts 
Turnpike, or whether to consoli- 
date operations into an affiliate 
plant in Wisconsin. 

John D. Eisenhour, executive 
vice president, said the downturn 
in business during the past year 


City & Town 


was not adequate for its opera- 
tions, the company said. The 
company said it expected to in- 
vest between $5 million and $10 
million into a_ state-of-the-art 
100,000-square-foot building. At 
the time it employed 115. 

The company looked at a num- 
ber of sites in the county, but 
then abandoned the search as the 
economy slumped. 

The senator said she intends to 
invite Stephen P. Tocco, the 
state’s secretary of economic af- 
fairs, to Monday’s meeting. Lt. 
Gov. A. Paul Cellucci has also 
been in touch with the company, 
she said 

“T am not going to give up until 
they close up and pack their 
bags,” she said. “Look what hap- 
pened in North County. Last 
week we were third on the list for 
Averill Cook’s pellet manufactur- 
ing operation, which appeared to 
be headed for New York state. 
Now we are his No. 1 choice.” 

Reviewing the economic con- 
siderations, Eisenhour said that 
labor costs between Wisconsin 
and Lee are approximately simi- 
lar. The company estimates it 
would cost $2.7 million to reno- 
vate the Lee building for its 
needs plus additional money to 
acquire the property. 

“How much that would be is a 
big question mark,” he said. 

Upgrading the company’s Wis- 
consin facility, he said, would 
cost an estimated $3 million. 


Final decision soon 


E.C.H. Will officials will make a 
recommendation to the board of 
directors controlling its opera- 
tions following Monday’s meeting, 
he said. The board would then 
make a final decision, probably 
within the next week, he said. 

During the past two weeks the 


forced the company to consider 
consolidation to reduce overhead. 
Orders have been off by 40 per- 
cent to 50 percent for most of the 
last 12 months, he said. 

The local operation, a subsid- 
iary of a West German company, 
makes folio-size sheeters for the 
paper-making industry. Sheeters 
are used in the final phase of the 
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E.C.H. Will of Lee poised to move to Wisc 


company discussed the situation 
thoroughly with the leadership of 
Local 264 of the United Electrical 
Workers of America, the bargain- 
ing unit. 

Eisenhour said the union had 
been extremely cooperative in 
trying to help the company 
through a difficult situation “but 
there is not much the union can 
do'in view of the overall eco- 
nomic situation.” 

Jeffrey P. Brouker, Local 254 
president, said union and com- 
pany officials had a long meeting 
yesterday morning at Cranwell 
and then the company informed 
the workers of its impending de- 
cision yesterday afternoon. 

“There was really nothing we 


DeVarennes wins 
selectman’s seat; 
incumbent ousted 


By Gae Elfenbein 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — Finance Committee 
Chairman John E. DeVarennes 
was elected selectman yesterday 
handily defeating two opponents, 
including incumbent Joseph F. 
DuPont, by a wide margin. 

DeVarennes received 445 votes. 
DuPont, with 221 votes, was also 
outpolled by challenger Aldo V. 
Pascucci, who received 300 votes. 

Gordon Bailey, who withdrew 
too late to have his name re- 
moved from the ballot, drew 32 
votes. 

A former selectman, DeVar- 
ennes, 63, is retired from GE’s 
ordnance systems and has served 
On various town boards and 
committees for 30 years. 


Three questions 


In three non-binding questions 
on the ballot, voters resoundingly 
supported the present form of 
town government, barely rejected 
paying higher taxes for municipal 
trash pickup and passed a pro- 
posal to establish a new munici- 
pal landfill. 


Of the town’s 3,106 voters, 


nearly a third, or 1,004, turned out 
for the annual election, according 
to Town Clerk Patricia D. Carlino. 

In the only other contest on the 
ballot, incumbent Francis D. 
Foley Jr. barely held on to his 
seat on the Lee Housing Author- 
ity, receiving 439 votes to chal- 
lenger Rosemary Bush Hughes’ 
416. 

Question one, asking voters to 
abolish the town representative 
form of government and return to 
the open town meeting, received 
299 yes votes and 446 nos. 

Question two, to pay higher 
taxes for a municipal trash 
pickup, received 353 yes votes 
and 367 no votes. 

Question three, to pay more 
taxes to establish a new munici- 
pal landfill, passed 426-368. 


Incumbents re-elected without 
challengers were Moderator 
Joseph M. Toole, who was high 
vote-getter with 698; Planning 
Board member Jill Groff with 587 
votes, and School Committee 
members Carol LePrevost and 
Gary Norton with 661 and 483 
votes, respectively. 

The results are: * 


John E. DeVarennes 
Elected Lee selectman 


Moderator 
(Elect 1, 1 year) 


Joseph M. Toole* 


Selectman 
(Elect 1, 3 years) 


Joseph F, DuPont* 

Aldo V. Pascucci 

John E., DeVarennes 

Gordon Bailey 

Schoo! Committee 


(ELect 2, 3 years) 


Carol E. LePrevost* 
Gary Norton* 


Planning Board 
(Elect 1, 3 years) 


Jill Bickford-Groff* 
Lee Housing Authority 


(Elect 1, 5 years) 


Francis D. Foley Jr.* 
Rosemary Bush Hughes 
Denotes incumbent. 
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LEE — Warner Bros. Inc., a 
Sunderland contracting business, 
has been awarded the contract 
for the bridge deck replacement 
of the Massachusetts Turnpike 
on-ramp over Route 20 in Lee, 
Turnpike Authority Chairman Al- 
lan R. McKinnon has announced. 

Valued at $678,000, the bridge 
project is part of a $52.3 million 
69g 1992 construction program. Some 
$13.5 million of that will be spent 


on nine bridge deck replacement 
221 yess 


aa o — 


Turnpike bridge repair project set 


and repair projects, McKinnon 
said. Work on the Lee project is 
expected to begin at the end of 
the month. 

The work follows a rebuilding 
program announced in 1989 that 
outlined a “critical needs” re- 
construction and improvement 
plan for the turnpike. The re- 
building program is funded en- 
tirely by toll revenue without any 
state, federal or gas tax dollars, 
McKinnon said. 


‘State makes pitch | 


for E.C.H. Will | 


to remain in Lee 


By Lewis C. Cuyler 


Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — ECH. Will Manufacturing 
Corp. will decide Thursday whether to 
Stay in Berkshire County, retaining its 
payroll of 73, or to consolidate opera- 
tions in Sheboygan, Wis 

Uwe Lemburg, president, said last 
night that the time between now and 
then will used to study a proposal pre- 
sented by state officials late yesterday 
afternoon to make it more attractive for 
the plant to remain in Lee. or some 
other county location, than to move to 
Wisconsin 

Neither Lemburg nor Rep. - Chris- 
topher J. Hodgkins, D-Lee, spokesman 
for the state, would comment on the 
details of the state’s offering. 

However, Hodgkins called it “compet- 
itive,” and John D. Eisenhour, E.C.H. 
Will’s executive vice president. said he 
agreed with that description. 


Uphill battle 


Yesterday’s two-hour meeting culmi- 
nated a week of efforts by state officials 
to reverse what had appeared to be an 
all-but-certain decision by the company 
to consolidate operations as a way of 
reducing administrative overhead. 

The proposal to move has been forced 
by the sagging economy, which -has re- 
sulted-in a drop in orders at the local 
plant of 40 percent to 50 percent in the 
last 12 months, Eisenhour said last week. 
- Both E.C.H. Will officials said it would 
take until Thursday to analyze the 
State’s proposal and compare it with the 
costs of adding to the Wisconsin plant. 

When the two options were compared 
last week — before the state’s proposal 
— the company concluded it could save 
$2 million through the consolidation, 
which would require -a $3 million addi- 
tion to the more modern plant in She- 
boygan. 


It became apparent last night that the 
state had introduced a plan that is suf- 
ficiently attractive to make E.C.H. Will 
look at its financial aspects from a long- 
range perspective, as opposed to the 


current costs of staying in Lee. 


Since 1989, when E.C.H. Will acquired 
the assets but not the building of the 
former Clark-Aiken Matik Co.. it has said 
it needed a modern building to stay 
competitive. The company, a subsidiary 


of a West German conglomerate, makes 
folio-size sheeters for the papermaking 
industry. 

The company had previously esti- 
mated that staying in Lee would mean 
investing $2.7 million to upgrade the 
existing plant, plus whatever it would 
cost to acquire the property. 

Yesterday’s plan by the state ad- 
dressed the costs of renovations at the 
present plant or investing in a new 
building, an option the company origi- 
nally pursued. 

Lemburg said last night that both op- 
tions would be investigated should the 
industry remain. 

“Any company would rather move into 
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State makes pitch to E.C.H Will 
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a new facility,” he said. 

Eisenhour said the state’s pro- 
posal will be examined from a 
perspective of what it would do 
for Will's competitive position 
three to five years from now. 

“The implications of the state’s 
proposal are not just short-term 
for us,” he said. One of the con- 
siderations will be the company’s 
best guess about future prospects 
for its business. 

“We have a cloudy crystal ball 
of how the market will develop 
for us,” he said. In the meantime, 
the present is very real, and its 
overhead costs have forced the 
decision to consolidate. 

William P. Ennen, an industrial 
development specialist associated 
with the Donahue Institute at the 
University of Massachusetts, put 
the state plan together, using a 
variety of state industrial financ- 
ing and development agencies. 

Asked to become involved at a 


|| meeting May 11, he said that the 
| days that followed were intense 


but that the outcome proved that 


_ “the public sector can respond to 
| the needs of the private sector.” 


“We put together a credible 
program in a week’s time,” En- 
nen said. 


‘Strong proposal’ 


Sen. Jane M. Swift, R-North 
Adams, who has also been inten- 
sively involved with the rescue 
and took part in yesterday’s 
meeting, said the plan “has 
straight-out numbers, and we 
think it is a strong proposal. Now 
we'll see whether it can match 
the Wisconsin numbers.” 

Others involved in the effort, 
who either attended last night’s 
briefing or the meeting itself, 
were David Bruce and Donald 
Holmes, chairman and vice 
chairman, respectively, of the Lee 


| Community Development Corp., 


which is working to open the Lee 


Industrial Park on Route 102; Se- 
lectman Martin Deely; Breck 
Balmos, program manager for the 
state Industrial Services Pro- 
gram; Bruce Stebbins of the 
state’s economic affairs office, 
and Jeffrey P. Brouker, president 
of Local 264 of the United Elec- 
trical Workers of America, the 
bargaining unit for E.C.H. Will 
workers. : 

Brouker triggered the state’s 
involvement two weeks ago when 
he called Hodgkins to tell him 
that Will was considering a move. 
Hodgkins has been involved ex- 
tensively in talks with the com- 
pany ever since. 


won t 


E.C.H. Wi 


I 


stay 


in Lee mill 


By Lewis C. Cuyler 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — E.C.H. Will Manufac- 
turing Corp. announced yesterday 
that it will close the doors of its 
plant late this year and consoli- 
date operations in a sister plant 
in Sheboygan, Wis. 

The news was given to workers 
late yesterday morning following 
a meeting of the company’s 
board. There are 73 on the pay- 
roll, and most of the jobs will 
disappear, officials said. 

Klaus Haasemann, chief exec- 
utive officer at the company’s | 
headquarters in Wisconsin, said 
the decision was based on the 
savings the company could 
achieve in administrative costs by 
consolidating the operations. 

He said the board considered a | 
proposal put together last week 
by the state, which aimed to make 
investing in new plant facilities | 
in the Berkshires as attractive as 
making an equal financial in- 
vestment in the Wisconsin facil- 
ity. However, he said, the esti- 
mated $2 million savings inherent 
through consolidation swung the 
decision. ' 


Not unanimous | 


The vote by the seven-member , 


board was not unanimous, he 
Said, but those who favored stay- 


ing in Lee accepted the vote of | 


the majority. 


“I think the majority of our 
People thought it was over two | 


weeks ago, when we learned the | 


company was considering a move 
to Wisconsin,” said a disap- 
pointed Jeffrey P. Brouker, who | 


head off the company’s move. 
When Brouker learned in April 
that the company might move, he 
notified state Rep. Christoper J. 
Hodgkins, D-Lee, who initiated 
the rescue effort. 

Other major participants in that 
bid included state Sen. Jane M. 
Swift, R-North Adams, who has 
worked closely with Gov. William 
F. Weld on a number of initia- 
tives, and William P. Ennen, ‘an 
industrial development specialist 
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IS president of Local 264 of the | _ 


United Electrical Workers of — 
America, the bargaining unit for — 


E.C.H. Will workers. 


‘ Brouker had been the catalyst f 
or the state’s last-ditch effort to | 


Town 


Lee representatives decline — 
to eliminate their own jobs — 


By Ellen G. Lahr 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — Rejecting the sentiment 
jof voters in Monday’s annual 
election, town meeting represen- 
tatives last night voted 27-16 
against eliminating their jobs and 
turning the task of town meetings 
over to the general public. 

The meeting was attended by 38 
of the town’s 61 elected repre- 
sentatives. 

Town representatives, many of 
whom expressed concern that the 
public is too apathetic and unin- 
formed to attend town meetings 
in large numbers, rejected the 
sentiment expressed during 
Monday’s annual town election. 
At the polls, residents voted 426- 
368 in a non-binding referendum 
question to abolish town repre- 
sentative government and return 
to open town meetings. 

Discussion of the town meeting 
system dominated last night’s 
annual meeting, at which repre- 
sentatives finished approving the 
fiscal 1993 budget of just under $9 
million. It was the second of two 
meetings to complete action on 
the budget. 


No traffic light 


In two other matters submitted 
by petition, representatives also 
voted against the installation of a 
traffic light at the south end of 
Main Street. They also opposed 
implementation of a non-partisan 
caucus. 

Both proponents and opponents 
of the town representative system 
demanded to know why, if the 
public is unhappy with the sys- 
tem, more people didn’t show up 
last night to state their views. 
There were only 20 people in the 
audience. 

“Where’s all the people?” 
asked District 6 Representative 
James F. Nolan. “Where did they 
go? The Ames three-day sale?” 

“The people aren’t here be- 
cause they’re frustrated about not 
being able to vote,” said Charlotte 
Davis, another District 6 repre- 
sentative. 

She said Monday’s vote indi- 
cates that “the people have spo- 
ken. They do want to be heard. 
They aren’t being represented.” 

Resident Tim Walter, seated in 


the audience, stood and ad- 
dressed the representatives, say- 
ing Lee’s town meeting system is 
a “terribly unfair and undemo- 
cratic.” 

He said he has been living in 
Lee for 13 years and is “still con- 
sidered an outsider.” The current 
town meeting system, he said, 
merely exacerbates that attitude. 
Lee, he said, is “too ingrown.” 

Proponents of the current sys- 
tem, including Moderator Joseph 
Toole, said the town representa- 
tive system has been effective in 
ensuring attendance at town 
meetings and preventing meet- 
ings that are “stacked” with spe- 
cial interest groups. Representa- 
tives come to meetings well- 
informed about town government, 
they said. 

“You can’t beat the town rep 
form of government,” said High- 
way Superintendent J. Peter 
Scolforo. “Everyone’s aware of 
the issues, they know what’s going 
on.” 


20-year-old system 


Before the system was adopted 
some 20 years ago, there would be 
200 people at a meeting ‘and no 
one knew what was going on,” he 
said. 

Representatives said the peo- 
ple in their districts rarely call 
them to give comments or input 
regarding town government, but 
some town residents last night 
said their overtures are un- 
heeded. 

Joseph Castronova, who spon- 
sored the petition, delivered a 
new set of petition papers to the 
Selectmen last night seeking a 
special election with a binding 
referendum question on the mat- 
ter. But Town Counsel Jerome 
Scully said he believed such an 
election might not be legal. 

And Selectman Martin H. Deely 
said that his board should ap- 
point a committee to study the 
town representative system and 
make some recommendations. 
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The bulk of the fiscal 1993 
budget was approved at the May 
14 meeting, including approxi- 
mately $2 million in operating 
expenses and the $47 million 
school budget. 

Included in last night’s appro- 
priations were: 

> $22,000 to install a water 
main on Maple Street from Old 
Maple Street to the turnpike 
bridge. _ 

> $20,000 for repair and re- 
placement of sewer mains. 

> $7,000 for a new copier for 
Town Hall. 

> $400,000 to be transferred 
from fiscal 1992 funds to offset 
next year’s tax rate. 

Voters also approved adoption 
of a cable television consumer 
protection bylaw, and passed a 
town bylaw amendment that will 
allow the new town administrator 
to participate in the annual 
budget process. 

Voters also approved asking the 
town clerk to write to state and 
federal legislators expressing the 
town’s support for a _ national 
health care system. But voters 
opposed a question that would 
ask lawmakers to support a 50 
percent reduction in federal mil-. 
itary spending. 


re Eagle 


CITY & TOWN 


7; 


Foal 


ho Gy B 


Saturday, May 23, 1992 


Photos by Craig F. Walker / Berkshire Eagle Staff 


Longtime E.C.H. Will employee Jerry Crane, 55, in photo at left, wonders about his future. In photo at right, Robert McAvoy, left, Dean Williams, 
center, and union chief Jeffrey P. Brouker discuss the plant’s planned move to Wisconsin. 


E.C.H. Will employees resigned to fate 


By Ellen G. Lahr 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — At age 55, Jerry Crane doesn’t 
suspect he’ll be the first choice among 
area paper companies looking to hire 
laid-off workers from E.C.H. Will Manu- 
facturing Corp. 

“There’s an awful lot of young guys out 
there knocking on doors,” Crane said 
yesterday, the day after workers at the 
Lee plant got the official word that the 
company will consolidate the Route 20 
operation into a sister plant in Wis- 
consin. 

A welder at the plant, which makes 
folio-sized sheeters for the papermaking 
industry, Crane has a leathery face that 


bears signs of forging through more than 
35 years at what is now E.C.H. Will. He 
is divorced and his children are grown, 
but he said he is still anxious about what 
the future holds. 


Survived other crises 


Under previous ownerships, the facil- 
ity has survived a flood in the 1960s, a 
strike, bankruptcy, and two subsequent 
buyouts in the 1980s — the last of which 
left the Wisconsin-based company as 
owner. E.C.H. Will is part of a German 
holding company that makes a variety of 
papermaking machinery. 

Company officials determined this 
week that economic conditions — in- 


cluding a 40 to 50 percent drop in orders 
— warranted a consolidation of opera- 
tions in Wisconsin. While previous up- 
heavals at the plant have nevertheless 
kept most employees on the job; workers 
said yesterday they are sure this crisis is 
the big one: There does not appear to be 
a buyer in the wings this time. 

“I'd have been surprised if they didn’t 
make the decision they did,” said Crane, 
commenting on the financial savings the 
company will realize in moving. 

He and some 70 other union and office 
workers are the latest casualties of the 
recession that continues to grip the 
county and the northeast. For the most 
part, Berkshire County paper workers 


have been spared, and workers say the 
word is that there are a few jobs in 
other plants. 


The company’s decision this week was 
buffered somewhat by an initial an- 
nouncement three weeks ago that a 
move was being considered. And, unlike 
the Westfield River Paper Co., which 
closed its Lee mill in February with a 
month’s notice to 48 employees, E.C.H. 
Will has said the plant will remain open 
until the end of this year. 


Thus far, workers said, the company 


thas been up front with them about the | 


possibility of a move. 
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Will employees 


~ look to the future 


@ WILL, from Bl 


, Resigned but not hostile toward 
the company, workers said yes- 
sterday they are shifting their en- 
jergy toward obtaining a strong 
severance package. There are 
also some job-training and 
placement programs being made 
‘available to them through the 
_ State. 

State Rep. Christopher J. 
Hodgkins, D-Lee, who worked 
“with Sen. Jane Swift, R-North 
Adams, and other state officials 

to ereate an incentive package 
they hoped would keep the plant 
in town, said that, because there 
Js time to spare, there is a good 
chance that many workers can be 
:placed in other jobs. 

, But Jeffrey P. Brouker, 36, 
“president of Local 264 of the 
Union of Electrical Workers, said 
he’s worried that job training will 
not help much in such a de- 


pressed economy. 

“The state has the job-training 
services, but if you look around in 
this area, training for what?” said 
Brouker, who has a wife and two 
young children at home in Lenox 
Dale. “This is a real depressed 
area.” 

He expects that a lot of workers 
like himself — with families and 


mortgages — will face severe fi- 
nancial problems, particularly 


when they have to start paying 
out of pocket for their health in- 
surance. That could cost $400 per 
month for a family, he said. 


Machinist Dean Williams, a 19- 
year veteran of the mill, said he 
has his son’s college tuition to 
worry about next fall. His wife 
was laid off from E.C.H. Will last 
fall and now works at Kimberly- 
Clark Corp. in Lee. 


He said he anticipates the 
company will downsize the Lee 
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‘T’d have been 
surprised if they 
didn’t make the 
decision they did.’ 
— E.C.H. Will employee 


operation before the end of the 
year, and he hopes to take ad- 
vantage of job re-training pro- 
grams. 

Robert McAvoy, who does 
maintenance in the plant, also 
has 19 years’ service. He com- 
mutes from Peru to work each 
day. He said he’s sure the com- 
pany is leaving town for good. 

Brouker said the work force at 
the Lee plant is generally older 
and advanced on the pay scale; 
the average length of service at 
the plant is 11 or 12 years, he 


said. 

When E.C.H. Will bought the 
former Clark-Aiken Matik busi- 
ness in 1989, it did not purchase 
the building. The lease~expires 
this year. , 


te 


Lee High’s lone 
2 black students 
say they don't 
sense prejudice 


By Ellen G. Lahr 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — Marcy Taliceo is black, but her 
world is overwhelmingly white. 

Her hometown is white. Lee High 
School, where she is a junior, is a sea of 
white faces. Her best friend is white. Her 
mother, stepfather and two older brothers 
are white as well. Her father, who is black, 
lives in Chicopee. 

For the 16-year-old Taliceo — for years 
the only black student in the Lee school 
system — being one of just a few blacks in 
a white community is a way of life, one 
she doesn’t regret. 

In fact, she said in a recent interview, 
she would like to raise a family of her own 
in Lee someday, despite its homogeneous 
complexion. 

“T don’t know if I stand out,” Taliceo 
said. “I don’t feel like an outcast. I have 
great friends, and everyone makes me feel 
wanted.” 

Alfred Benjamin, 19, who became the 
second black student at Lee High when he 
enrolled this year, thought he would en- 
counter more blatant prejudice when he 
first came to town. But he said he hasn’t. 

He grew up with his-family in Worces- 
ter, a more racially integrated city than 
Lee. His family and friends were mostly 
black. 

A special-education student, Benjamin 
lived in recent years at Hillcrest Educa- 


along in an all-white 
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town 
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Marcy Taliceo, left, chatting over lunch with friend Wendy Hubbard, says 
she is not uncomfortable despite being in an extreme minority as one of 


just two black students at Lee High. 


Pittsfield, where there were more black 
students and staff members, he said. Last 
year, he moved to the transitional apart- 
ment program in Lee. 

He said he has never had any particular 
problems in town because he is black, but 
he misses the company of black peers. He 
has a black friend in Lee who graduated 
from the TAP program and doesn’t circu- 
late much among the high school students. 

“Tt just shocked me,” he said. “I never 
grew up with a lot of white people.” 


Bort said the school also has three Co- 
lombian students and had several Indian 
students pass through in recent years. But 
Taliceo, until this year, was the first black 
student to be in the school system for a 
long time. There are several minority 
students at Lee Central School now. 

Bort said she believes Taliceo gets along 
just fine at school. Benjamin, she said, is 
more removed from the dynamics of 
school because he is older than most stu- 
dents, lives independently and has a so- 
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for park, hale 


officials say 


By Ellen G. Lahr 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — E.C.H. Will Manufacturing 


Corp.’s pending move from Lee, along 
with the elimination of some 70 manu- 
facturing jobs at that facility, have un- 
derscored the need to press forward 
with development of a proposed indus- 
trial park complex in South Lee, local 
planners say. 

Although E.C.H. Will’s expansion re- 
quirements and its uncertain commit- 
ment to Lee were not the impetus be- 
hind the industrial park, that company 
has become a symbol! for the need for 
the town and state to accommodate 
business and industry. 

“This gives us further impetus to get it 
moving,” said Daniel J. Holmes, vice 
chairman of the Lee Community Devel- 
opment Corp., which is spearheading the 
industrial park complex. “It brings to 
light the strong need for industrial de- 
velopment in this area.” 

Planning Board Chairman Robert W. 
Birch agreed, saying the company’s de- 
cision to leave brings added focus to the 
importance of a zoning plan that allows 
for job creation. 

The Planning Board will conduct a 
series of public hearings in the next few 
weeks to inform residents about the 
proposed office park-light industrial 
zoning bylaw. The next hearing, Thurs- 
day at 7 p.m. at the Senior Center, will 
address the concerns of town represen- 


WILL, continued on B2 
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Springside campus 


News 


@ LEE, from Al 
cial life outside of school. 

“J don’t think there are racist 
attitudes in the schools,’ she 
said. “For kids to have racist at- 
titudes, they have to be exposed 
to different races. If anything, the 
lack of exposure causes students 
to shy away from minorities. I 
don’t think there’s a deliberate 
dislike.” 

She said students might be 
more inclined to make negative 
remarks about homosexuality 
than about someone’s race. 

Robert Lohbauer, Benjamin’s 
teacher and Taliceo’s drama ad- 
viser and friend, said Lee has 
undercurrents of ignorance re- 
garding racial differences. If 
there is racism in Lee, he said, 
it’s due to lack of cultural diver- 
sity, not hatred. 

Lohbauer formerly taught in a 
Los Angeles neighborhood where 
rioting occurred recently and has 
a son-in-law who is black. 

“T recognized their situation,” 
he said. 

Though Taliceo, in particular, 
fits in Lee, he said, he suspects 
that if there were 10 blacks at the 
school, there might be more divi- 
sion among the students. 

He said there was once an ac- 
tive black community in Lee, but 
it is now gone. 


Shared outrage 

Taliceo grew up in Derry, N.H., 
a more integrated community, she 
said. When she was in 7th grade, 
her family moved to Lee and she 
€ Lee Central School. At 


in 


Lee High dean of students Kathleen 
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Lee High’s two black students 
say they don’t sense prejudice 


‘T don’t feel like an outcast. I have 
great friends, and everyone makes me 


feel wanted.’ 
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si / 22+ Marcy Taliceo 


first, she said, other students 
were “curious,” and it took a 
while for them to adjust to her. 

Taliceo and Benjamin said they 
share the outrage over the recent 
acquittal of the Los Angeles po- 
lice officers accused of beating 
black motorist Rodney King. 

“When I heard they got off, I 
was so hurt I got tears in my 
eyes,” said Taliceo. 

“T wanted to throw the televi- 
sion out the window,” said Ben- 
jamin. 

Taliceo’s mother, Terry Speth, 
said she was recently struck by 
the reminder that, despite the 


negative news about racism in the - 
country, her daughter’s experi- — 


ence in Lee has been positive. 
The school system has treated 
her as an equal, she said. 


Speth said her daughter has | 
received a full complement of — 


love and affection from a doting 
extended family and her two 


older brothers, who are in their 


20s. 
“Racism has never been an is- | 


sue in my house,” Taliceo said. “I 
know it happens, but it’s never 
been an issue with us.” 


— 


Racism, she said, is merely ig- 


norance. 

Last year, said Taliceo, she got 
into a fight with a classmate who 
called her a “nigger.” 

Even that, she said, didn’t seem 
motivated by racial prejudice. “It 
was something she knew would 
get to me,” said Taliceo. “She 
knew since I’m black it would get 
to me.” 

Her mother always ‘taught her 
to walk away from a fight, but she 
lost her temper. 

“Nigger has got to be the worst 
thing you can call a black per- 
son,” she said. 


LEE, continued on A5 


Ahan AS 199k 
“d Eag | 


Will’s loss 
may expedite 
Lee complex: 


@ WILL, from B1 


tatives and abutters of the Route 
102 site identified for develop- 
ment. 

A special town meeting is 
scheduled for June 17, at which 
town representatives will be 
asked to adopt the bylaw. A scale 
model of the proposed industrial 
park is on view in the Lee Li- 
brary, Birch said. 

After the meeting — if the by- 
law is approved — the CDC will 
start the process of arranging for 
financing, ownership and mar- 
| keting of the park land, which is 
currently privately owned. State 
legislation passed earlier this 
year enables the Massachusetts 
| Land Bank to take the property 
| by eminent domain. 

Holmes said that even if E.C.H. 
| Will had wanted to move to the 
| industrial park this year, it would 
| have been a tall order because of 

the time it will take to prepare 
| the project for marketing. 
| Lost anchor 
| At the same time, it would have 
‘been ideal to have Will as an 
‘anchor tenant in the industrial 
park, he said. 

But he said it did not appear 
that the company was aggres- 
sively seeking to put down roots 
here by seeking to purchase 
property and build a facility. 


| E.C.H. Will, which bought the 
jformer Clark-Aiken Matik busi- 
ness in 1989, initially expressed a 
jneed for a bigger plant facility to 
accommodate expansion. 

Then the company was hit with 


‘declining orders for the sheeters 


it produces for the papermaking 
industry, and last week company 
officials announced plans to con- 
solidate operations with a sister 
plant in Sheboygan, Wis. 

The decision was a_ serious 
disappointment to state officials 
and legislators who in recent 
weeks had developed a financial 
incentive package to keep the 
;company in the area. 

Richard E, Sitzer, who was a 
member of the CDC until about a 
lyear ago, said he communicated 
|with E.C.H. Will about its expan- 
|sion plans early on. 

“When they first announced 
expansion plans, we wanted to 
get them as a potential customer 
in the park, but it was nowhere 
near completion,” Sitzer recalled. 
“They expressed interest, but we 
had nothing to offer them.” 

Holmes said the industrial park 
idea was inspired not by Will’s 
circumstances, but by the reloca- 
tion of Kay-Bee Toy & Hobby 
Shops from Lee to Pittsfield in 
1986. Kay-Bee executives had 
made an exhaustive search in 
Lee for a site on which to build 
its corporate headquarters, but 
the effort turned up no promising 
locations. 

“That made us realize we’re 
dependent on a limited number 
‘of industries in the area,” said 
/Holmes. “If someone decides to 
leave, it’s not long before we dry 
out.” 
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By D.R. Bahiman 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — The Boston Post cane, 
symbolic of the honor of being the 
town’s oldest resident, has been 
handed over to Carlo Laurenti of 
31 School St. 

Laurenti, 99, has lived at the 
School Street address for more 
than 50 years, according to his 
daughter Angie Brighenti of Lee. 
In January, his son and daughter- 
in-law, Mario and Anna Laurenti, 
moved in with him after he was 
injured in a fall. He had been 
alone in the house since his wife, 
the former Adele Pellegrini Pera, 
died Sept. 14, 1972. 

Laurenti, who was born May 5, 
1893, in Domodossola, a town in 
northern Italy, was presented with 
the cane by the town’s Council on 
Aging on his 99th birthday. 

After arriving in this country in 
1912 at age 19, Laurenti worked in 
various sawmills, then was em- 
ployed by the former Smith Paper 
Co. — now a division of Kimberly 
Clark Corp. — for 42 years until 
his retirement in 1957, his daugh- 
ter said. 

“He’s hard of hearing, but he’s 
active and he’s very sharp. He just 
started using a walker in Janu- 
ary,” Brighenti said of her father. 


“He was an avid fisherman and 
boccie player, and he still talks 
about fishing.” 

Laurenti’s other children are 
Norma Spaulding of Great Bar- 
rington, Irma Clark of Tyringham 
and Inez Eisenberg of Lee. He has 
13 grandchildren, 24 great- 
grandchildren and three great- 
great-grandchildren, Brighenti 
said. 


Presentation of the cane is a 
tradition begun many years ago by 
the former Boston Post newspa- 
per, which distributed canes to 
New England towns so that they 
could honor their oldest residents, 
said Stephen J. Cozzaglio, a 
member of the Council on Aging. 

Lee’s cane was lost for almost 
two decades until about six years 
ago, when a resident of a nursing 
home in Charlton found it among 
some debris, cleaned it and no- 
ticed the inscription of the town’s 
name, Cozzaglio said. 

“The man called the Selectmen, 
and they asked me to get in touch 
with him,” he recalled. “I called 
the man, and he mailed it to the 
town.” 

Lee’s cane now is kept in a case 
at Town Hall. Recipients’ names 
are inscribed on a plaque, said 
Cozzaglio. 
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Proud holder of the Boston Post cane as Lee’s 
oldest resident is Carlo Laurenti, 99. 


Lee inspector says Locker Room | : fee 
P| e 
wont get extension past June 10 | 


LEE — Building Inspector 


ous this time. 
In a May 15 letter to the lawyer 


| Robert W. Lester says he is seri- 


oe for owners of The Locker Room, 


Lester states that if the bar and 


& restaurant hasn’t finished ex- 


W Panding its bathroom facilities by 
v 


June 10, “there will be absolutely 
no extension.” 


Lester, with the Selectmen’s 


“\._ backing, has extended a series of 
x deadlines for The Locker Room 
to add bathroom facilities in or- 


der to alleviate the problem of 
patrons relieving themselves in 
the rear parking lot. 

The extensions have angered 
Marguerite Tristany, whose par- 
ents live next door to the popular 
Main Street gathering spot. She 
and her family have filed nu- 
merous complaints — and two 
lawsuits — against the owners of 
the bar, which opened in August. 

The Selectmen had sanctioned 
Lester’s extensions, Saying they 
do not want to see a local busi- 
ness shut down and people put 
out of work. 

Yesterday, Selectman Martin H. 
Deely said the board has been 
extremely accommodating to the 
bar but will support Lester June 
10 in taking legal action if no 
improvements are done or in 
progress. 

“If there’s nothing happening, I 
don’t see how we would change 
our policy on this at all,” said 
Deely. 

At the May 11 Selectmen’s 


Ls 


meeting, four days after the latest 
deadline expired, the owners 
sought another extension until 
July 1. 

Deely said that request for an 
extension had “no basis.” 

Attorney Robert M. Fuster, who 
represents Locker Room owner 
William LaGrant, has said the 
delay is due to financing issues. 
LaGrant is in the process of buy- 
ing out Donald J. Lucy’s share of 
the business, and the financing 
for the bathroom improvements is 
part of those negotiations, ac- 
cording to Fuster. 

The attorney could not be 


reached yesterday. 

Lester has ordered the instal- 
lation of two additional rest- 
rooms, plus annother sink and } 
urinal in an existing men’s room. 

Yesterday Deely reiterated his 
reluctance to shut down a busi- 
ness for failing to comply with 
local building code requirements. | 

“If the business fails, I’d rather 
have it fail due to economic con- 
ditions, not because of some offi- 
cious bureaucrat,” he said. 

However, he said, if there are 
no signs of progress June 10, “Bob 
is fully prepared to go into court 
on that date.” 
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Lee man undergoing rehab 
after pond accident at UMass 


LEE — David Stone of Lee, 
who suffered a spinal cord injury 
when he dove into a shallow pond 
at the University of Massachu- 
setts, has been transferred to 
Boston University Hospital, 
where he is undergoing rehabili- 
tation, his brother said yesterday. 

Micah Stone said his brother 
suffered an injury that has left 
him paralyzed. However, it isnot 
clear how much of the Paralysis 
will be permanent because the 
swelling has not gone down, he 
Said. 

David Stone is the son of R. 


Francis and Susan Stone of East 
! CO 


= 


| 


Street. He is a 1989 graduate of 
Lee High School and a sopho- 
more at the UMass Amherst 
campus. He was injured May 10 
during a campus celebration that 
included outdoor festivities. 

Micah Stone said his brother’s 
spirits are upbeat. 


ginto the brook, Holmes said. “It's still under investigation.” eRe 
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Lee man has bad day with car, police 


LEE — Yesterday would have been a really good day for 22-year-old 
James C. Scheafer to stay in bed. 

Scheafer, of 33 East St., received a call from state police yesterday 
morning around 6, telling him that his Ford Bronco was submerged in ; 
Benton Brook off Route 23, west of the Otis Ridge Ski Area in West _ 
Otis. 

A half hour earlier, members of the Otis Fire Department, the Otis 
Ambulance and Dive Team and the Berkshire County Dive team, along 
with the state police, had responded to a call for the sunken vehicle, 
according to Trooper Christopher Holmes. Divers discovered that the 
Bronco was empty, Homes said, and that it was registered to Scheafer. 
When called, Scheafer told police that the car had been in the 
driveway when he went to bed the night before. 

“He took the family car and drove it to Otis” to see his Bronco, 
Holmes said. When he arrived, Scheafer was promptly arrested by 
police for driving under the influence of alcohol. fF 

Scheafer’s problems may not be Over» i £ ue j 

“There is some pautcion it may have been him” who drove the car — 
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Carpentry students and their teacher, John L. Reilley, at far right, show off their work. 
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Students in Lee carpentry program 
putting finishing touches on new house 


By Ellen G, Lahr 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — They’ve been raising 
high the roof beams on Via 
Franco this year, and house car- 
pentry students at Lee High 
School are “proud as peacocks” 
of their nearly finished home, 
their instructor says. 

“It’s been really incredible,” 
said Scott Cooley, a Monument 
Mountain Regional High School 
student who participates in the 
class through the Southern Berk- 
shire Educational Collaborative. 
“T knew we were going to build a 
house, but I thought there’d be 
three or four instructors. ... I was 
really impressed when I found 
out we were doing all the work.” 


Exclusively bound 


Bookbinder David Bourbeau of Thistle Bindery, Eastham 


Cooley is one of 26 students 
from Lee and other South County 
towns who are enrolled in John 
L. Reilley’s house carpentry 
class, which builds a house every 
year with financial backing from 
the Lee Kiwanis Club. 

This year’s project — including 
the $35,000 lot on Via Franco off 
Fairview Street — cost approxi- 
mately $135,000, and the house is 
being marketed for $157,000, said 
Reilley. It’s the 15th house to be 
built under the program. 

Much of the profit will go to- 
ward scholarships for high school 
students, tool allotments for 
graduating seniors and the pur- 
chase. of equipment for the pro- 
gram, Reilley said. 


Once considered a “disciplin- 
ary catchall program,” the house 
carpentry program — which holds 
two half-day sessions — now Ca- 
ters to a broad range of students, 
he said. Some want to be builders 
right out of high school. Some 
plan to become engineers or to go 
into the service. Some will go to 
college for more training. And 
there are students like Cooley, 
who want to have a marketable 
skill. 


Cooley said. he plans to go to 
college to become a state trooper 
but wants to know carpentry as a 
skill he can use for part-time 
work. 


For students with learning dis- 
abilities and others who aren’t 
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] ‘ " 3 pton, put together only 15 i 
Off Season,’ a book of etchings by American artist Scott Prior. Bourbeau recentit icucsea 
his craft before the Western Massachusetts Library Club at the Lee Library. 


academically inclined, house 
carpentry has been the key to 
keeping them motivated to learn 
— and to stay in school, Reilley 
said. 

Besides Cooley, the program 
includes 15 students from Lee, 
three from Mount Everett Re- 
gional High School and seven 
from Lenox. Most are juniors and 
seniors, 

For Justin Pratt and Scott Costi 
of Lenox, the skills they have 
learned are already paying off. 
They have a job hanging sheet- 
rock in Pittsfield, they said. 

The students have done every- 
thing from framing the house to 
finish carpentry work, with Reil- 
ley and teacher aide Charles 
Senter overseeing safety matters 
and ordering materials, most of 

| which come from Lee suppliers. 
| The house on Via Franco is 


an open house is scheduled for 
Saturday. 


| being listed by Isgood Realty, and 
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by Chris Solari 

LEE - If a Lee resident over 60 
needs transportation .or wishes to 
socialize, the Lee Council on Aging 
(COA) is there to help. 

The Lee Council on Aging 
(COA) was founded in 1970; the 
well- known Rev. Walter Ryan was 
one of the instrumental people in- 
volved. Shortly thereafter, Helen 
Mougin became the first paid COA 


From to r, Val Baldisserotto, Chairperson-COA, Mary Furer Senior Aide/Office 
er., Alma Allen Vice-Chair COA, Norma Maloney Director 


director. As a result of the COA’s 
efforts, in 1977, the Lee Senior Cen- 
ter was established, located then and 
now at 45 Railroad Street. 

The Senior Center is currently 
staffed by a paid part-time director, 
Norma Maroney and two senior 
aides, Peg O’Brien and Mary Furer. 
The center relies heavily on the 48 
volunteers who help with the activi- 
ties and other responsibilities. 


Council On Aging Spotlight: Lee 


“Tt is very gratifying for me to 
work with the senior population and 
feel needed,” said Driver/Outreach 
worker Peg O’Brien. 

In response to the varied needs of 
the town’s elder population, the Lee 
COA directly assists over 350 sen- 
iors with transportation to medical 
appointments, pharmacies, grocery 
shopping and health clinics, as well 
as SHINE (Serving Health Insur- 


ance Needs of Elders) counseling. 
One may attend the intergenera- 
tional programs, craft classes or pot 
luck luncheons. The Lee COA also 
helps a variety of community serv- 
ice organizations, such as Berkshire 
Community Action Council’s Com- 
modity Food Distribution and the 
American Cancer Society’s Daffo- 
dil Drive. 

The Lee COA is fortunate to be 
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Lee meeting wasnt yellow | 


with him an ¢ 
would not hold an election be- 


By Ellen G. Lahr 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


tronova 
LEE — Joseph J. Cas 

said yesterday he didn t leave the 
Selectmen's meeting cwkaeesk 
night because he had “turne 
» in the face of his latest 


in yesterday's Eagle that said he 
had made an unusual exit from 
the Selectmen’s meeting after the 
poard refused to call a special 
[ election that he has been seeking. 
Castronova had spearheaded an 
effort to collect more than 300 
signatures on 2 petition ue 
for the special election tha 
would ask voters whether they 
want to abolish town representa- 
i vernment. 
eae the Selectmen sparred 
———— 


Pevetetacrs 
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his leaving — 


d_ indicated they 


cause of legal questions about the 
process, Castronova left. The a 
lectmen’s lead watchdog an¢ 
critic, he attends meetings ze 
giously and usually stays until a 
the board’s business 1S finished. 


Snow removal complaints | 
But he said yesterday he had to | 
meet with the Department of 
Public Works to discuss his com- 
plaints about snow removal pro- 


cedures. ; 
Yesterday’s article, he said, 


“makes it look like I turned yel- 
low.” 

1 
Eagle Advertising works! 


Ask our advertisers — then ask Geor- 
giana Thomas sales manager. 


From | to r, Peg O' Brien-Senior Aide/Driver/Outreach Worker, Maria Difilippo-Berk- 
shire Hills North nursing home, Ralph Heath-Berkshire Hills North nursing home 


years donated by the Kiwanis Club 
of Lee. The vehicle is used to trans- 
port elders to out of town medical 
appointments only. The suggested 
donation for this service is $2.00. In 
addition to the car, the town has a 
contract with Abbott’s Taxi Service 
to offer in town transportation, free 
of charge, Mondays, Tuesdays and 
Thursdays from 9-1 p.m. to resi- 
dents 60 years and older. 

The Council on Aging receives 
funding totaling $29,000 from the 
town, the State Executive Office of 
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By Ellen G. Lahr 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — State Rep. Christopher 
J. Hodgkins, tightening his 
squeeze on Westfield River Paper 
Co., has asked the Department of 
Environmental “Protection to in- 
vestigate possible environmental 
hazards at the company’s Forest 
Street mill, which shut down Feb. 
28. 

But a company official said 
_ yesterday the concerns Hodgkins 
has raised pertain to routine 
| practices the company has been 
) carrying on for years. 


Effluent in lagoons 


In a May 11 letter to DEP’s © 


industrial wastewater division, 

Hodgkins, D-Lee, asked the 

agency to investigate the com- 
} pany’s ‘alleged practice of 
| pumping effluent water from the 

plant into the lagoons in the area 
| adjacent to Goose Pond.” During 
_ rainstorms that water overflows 
. into a stream that empties into 
the Housatonic River. 

He also wrote that former plant 
employees have indicated that 
the flume at the mill is “dilapi- 
dated and archaic.” 

David Rushton, technical di- 
rector at the company’s main 
plant in Russell, said he isn’t 
familiar with Hodgkins’ letter to 
DEP. 

He said that the Lee plant has 
for years maintained state and 
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Hodgkins 
probe of wastes 
at Lee paper mill 


SA Son Leaping 


Elder Affairs and the Senior Citi- 
zens Club. 

“The Lee seniors are grateful to the 
community for their continued sup- 
port of these much needed programs,” 
COA Director Norma Maroney indi- 
cated. “We are extremely fortunate 
and appreciative of the fact that we 
have had such a smooth mnning or- 
ganization to help serve our senior 
population,” said COA Chairperson 
Val BaldisserottoL_] 


requests 


Hodgkins has had harsh words 
for the Russell-based firm since i 
shut down its Lee facility wit 
about a month’s notice to 48 em 
ployees, who got a maximum 0 
two weeks’ severance pay. 

The company then tried to shift 
the cost of maintaining its Goos 
Pond dam to residents who livé 
around the pond, a measure tha’ 
had no legal basis, according t 
lawyers representing Lee an 
Tyringham. 


tions of former employees, said 
state law prohibits the company 
from selling any facility that is) 
contaminated in any way. He sai 
that even though the company ha 
permits to pump effluent and 
hasn’t done so since February, he 
wants assurances that there is n 
contaminated residue on the 
property due to old wastewater 
releases. 


“I’m not going to believe the 
company by them saying every- 
thing is fine,” he said. “They have | 
a cow on their hands they’re try- | 
ing to get rid of. The only way 
we'll know what happens up 
there is by having [DEP] investi- 
gate. i 


“My attitude is, that because of 
the way they’ve treated the em- 
ployees there ... they'll be held 
to the letter of the law,” sai 
Hodgkins. 
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By D.R. Bahlman 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — An evenly divided 
School Committee last night 
failed to reach agreement on 
making condoms available to 
students at Lee High School. 

The vote was 3-3 on a motion 
framed around a recommenda- 
tion from Superintendent of 
Schools Henry T. Zukowski that 
the committee “refrain” from 
distributing condoms or other- 
wise making them available. 

However, Zukowski also urged 
the establishment and funding of 
a school-based health clinic and a 
sharper focus in the health cur- 
riculum on prevention of the 
spread of sexually transmitted 
diseases, particularly AIDS. 

. After the vote, which followed a 
40-minute debate, the superin- 


ee school 
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boar 


tendent said he would not make 
another recommendation, and the 
committee did not advance an- 
other motion. x 

“We do not have our heads in 
the sand.... We have the poten- 
tial of a clinic, and we are not 
going to leave this issue alone,” 
said School Committee member 
Edward M. Lahey. 

Lahey was joined by Chairman 
Carol E. LePrevost and Roland M. 
Besaw in voting in favor of Zu- 
kowski’s recommendation. Com- 
mittee members Judith L. Olds, 
David K. Chivers and Gary Nor- 
ton cast the negative votes. 


‘Fair compromise’ 

Paul Consolati, a senior who 
represents the high school’s stu- 
dent council on the committee as 
a non-voting member, said he 


if 


ad 
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views Zukowski’s recommenda- 
tion as “a fair compromise.” 

“T think the public got educated 
on this issue, and I hope it con- 
tinues to be brought up,” Con- 
solati said. _ 

Citing “scary facts” about the 
spread of AIDS — particularly 
one prediction that 10 million 
children will harbor the fatal vi- 
rus by the year 2000 — Olds urged 
the committee to sanction the 
distribution of condoms. 

Later, she recalled a retreat 
that she recently attended with a 
group of high school sophomores, 
juniors and seniors. 

“The thought of walking into 
Kelly’s funeral home and seeing 
one of them lying there just be- 
cause of one mistake horrifies 
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By Ellen G. Lahr 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — The Lee Police De- 
partment, in the past criticized 
for being out of touch with the 
town’s young people, has received 
praise for conducting some suc- 
cessful school-based workshops 
last week. 

Lee High School Dean of Stu- 
dents Kathleen Bort, in a letter to 
Chief Edward Finnegan, com- 
mended Officers James Loring 
and Adrian Kohlenberger for 
spending time in the classrooms 
last week, talking about drugs, 
alcohol and police-community 
relations. 

The Selectmen received a copy 
of Bort’s letter at their weekly 
meeting last night. 


Good rapport 


Bort, who was a member of the 
Police-Community Relations Task 
Force, said she observed some of 
the classes and it appeared that 
both Students and police officers 
enjoyed the exchange and estab- 
lished a good rapport. 

Bort said she hoped such pro- 
srams would continue in the 
School next year. 


_One of the many recommenda- 
tions of the police task force was 
that Police officers establish a 
friendly, routine presence in the 
schools. Other recommendations 
have yet to be implemented, the 
Selectmen said, because they are 
awaiting the arrival of the new 
town administrator, Frank Ab- 
bondanzio. He is scheduled to 
Start work June 29, 

The Selectmen have suggested 
he should oversee implementa- 
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Lee Police praised 
for workshops 
at Lee High School 


tion of the recommendations, 
which ranged from parent and 
student education programs to 
improved public relations and 
more consistent police proce- 
dures. 


‘More understanding’ 


“Tm hopeful there will be less 
tension and more understand- 
ing,” said Selectman Martin H. 
Deely after hearing Bort’s letter 
read aloud by Chairman Diane P. 
Roosa. 

In other business last night, the 
Selectmen voted 3-0 to grant a 
special permit to the condomin- 
ium association for the Village at 
October Mountain, a 105-unit de- 
velopment off East Street. 


The permit allows for the ex- | 


pansion of an existing swimming 
pool and the construction of a 
1,000-square-foot clubhouse and 
office building. 

The board also met briefly with 
representatives from Massachu- 
setts Electric Co., which will be 
doing surveys and preliminary 


engineering studies to expand its | 


transmission lines in South Lee. 

The company does not sell 
electricity in Lee, but has a right 
of way through town. 

Representatives said the com- 
pany expects to start expanding 
its transmission capabilities by 
1995, to accommodate increasing 
demand for electricity. The exact 
route of the new transmission 
lines will be decided in about six 
months, they said. 

The board also received notice 
that the Lee Boy Scouts and Cub 
Scouts will be cleaning Sandy 
Beach and the boat ramp at Lau- 
rel Lake on Sunday. 


Study of Le 


isn’t feasible 
By Ellen G. Lahr 


LEE — A comprehensive feasibility 
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Ml LEE, from B1 
ime,” she said. 

f Olds said she received a tele- 
Pohode call from a woman who 
Stold her that she thought the 
death of a person from AIDS 
e“would be all right because 
tthey’d be in heaven with God and 
*they wouldn’t have to live with 


*their mistake.” 
i 
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study of a plan to establish a municipal 
golf course in town can’t be done with 


just $7,500, the amount former state Sen. 
[ John H. Fitzpatrick of Stockbridge do- 
} nated for the job, the study committee 


told the Selectmen last night. 


; In response, the Selectmen directed 
the Municipal Golf Course Study Com- 


mittee to contact the Lee Community 
Development Corp., which may have 


some funds to help out with the feasibil- 


ity study. 


The board also agreed to hold an in- 
formational discussion for town repre- | 


sentatives regarding the proposed golf | 


course following the June 17 special 


town meeting. 
Four bids 


ndom 
-Outside availability 


®’ Nelson Daley, who was part of 
&the small audience last night, 
ssaid condoms have no place in 
schools and observed that their 
availability does not guarantee 
“their use. He also noted that 
¢condoms are widely available 
felsewhere in town. 

= “There must be 50 places in 
Lee where you can get them,” he 
gsaid. “Keep education in the 
«schools, not condoms.” 
= “Death is inevitable,” said 
"Concetta McCarthy. “I would 
prefer the Lord to take one of my 
«children before they live a pro- 
“miscuous life.” 

@ Lahey said his definition of 
*promiscuity does not encompass 
ea single, brief sexual encounter. 
£He said four residents of the 
Stown have died from AIDS, and 
“he repeated his call for rapid 
Simplementation of Zukowski’s 
recommendation for a_school- 
Sbased clinic. 

* Lahey said he would like to see 
“such implementation “next Sep- 
»tember.” : 

= “I didn’t put that in the form of 
“a motion,” he said, “because I 
“think it would place a burden on 
-our staff that they don’t need 
right now, but we cannot let this 
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Dayton DeLorme. 

* Because the lowest bid was 
unacceptable, all bids had to be 
rejected, he said. 

‘Study Committee Chairman 
Pavid Dunn said to the board, 
‘We need direction.... We need 
@ total feasibility study, and 
there’s not enough money to 
conduct a study.” 


The Selectmen said they 


| Weren’t interested in asking tax- 


Members of the study group told the 
Selectmen they had received four bids 
from consultants interested in analyzing 
the impact and cost of a municipal golf 
course on some undeveloped acreage 
that is for sale off Fairview Street. 

The lowest bid — for $7,500 — came 
from a company that proposed doing 


only a marketing study. The firm would 
not have provided a more detailed eco- 
nomic analysis of development costs and 
projected income from a municipal golf 


course. 


Three other bids outlined more com- 
prehensive studies but were 
$14,000 range, 


in the 
said committee member 
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Payers to come up with the extra 
money. On the other hand, they 
agreed, they want a complete 
study of the project to find out if 
it’s a realistic undertaking. 

“I don’t want to spend a penny 
of Jack’s money if we aren’t going 
to get a complete report,’ Se- 
lectman Martin H. Deely Said, re- 
ferring to Fitzpatrick. 

Chairman Diane P. Roosa and 
board member John L. DeVar- 
ennes agreed. 

DeVarennes said the CDC 
might have some money to spend. 

DeLorme said after the meeting 
he was satisfied with the board’s 
suggestion. 


‘Fantastic idea’ 


: “Working with CDC is a fantas- 
tic idea,” he said. “We should 
have thought of it before.” 

Study committee member 
Helen Gasparian said she has 
Surveyed nearly all of downtown 
Lee’s business owners regarding 
their views of building a munici- 
pal golf course. The response has 
been overwhelmingly positive, 
she said. 

“Everyone sees it as a very 
positive move, with what’s hap- 
pening to the manufacturing base 
around here,” she said. “Lee 
should get a bigger percentage of 
the tourist trade.” 

The golf course would be de- 
veloped by a company that fi- 
nances and builds municipal golf 
courses. After the course is paid 
for, the company would turn the 
operation over to the town. 
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Lee picks young women to address graduates 


LEE — Cathleen Cinella, Re- 
becca Allen and Sheila Collins 
have been named graduation 
speakers for the Lee High School 
Class of 1992, according to Prin- 
cipal Richard T. Salinetti. 

The graduation ceremony has 
been scheduled for Saturday at 1 
at Tanglewood. 

Cinella, daughter of Thomas 
and Diane Cinella of 176 Main St., 
serves as president of the student 
council and is a member of the 
National Honor Society, Student 
Advisory Council and the prom 
and yearbook committees. She is 
a member of the math team and 
the National and New England 
math leagues. 

Cinella is active in sports and 
has been captain of the girls’ 
varsity soccer, basketball and 
softball teams. She was named to 
the All-Berkshire and All-Western | 
Massachusetts soccer and bas- 
ketball teams and the All-State 
team in basketball. In addition, | 
she was named the recipient of 
the Southern Division girls’ bas- 
ketball sportsmanship award. | 

Cinella has won numerous 
awards, including the Superin- 
tendent’s award, the Hawk Con- 
nery Award in Western Massa- 
chusetts and the Robert C. Byrd 
scholarship. In her junior year, 
she was selected to receive the 
Daughters of the American Revo- 
lution award for excellence in the 
study .of, Amerigan Piastrre._ Cha, 
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7th grader joins Lee | 


LEE — Mead Specialty Paper 
Division’s attempts to secure a 
new landfill site in Lee for in- 
dustrial sludge has the attention 
of at least one concerned resi- 
dent. 

Lee Central School 7th grader 
Jessica Cahalan, whose parents 
are both employed by the South 
Lee paper company, took her 
concerns to the Selectmen. They 
received her letter Monday night. 

“TI feel there should be a land- 
fill,” she wrote. “Mead is only 
dumping sludge, which is a by- 
product of paper that can be re- 
cycled. If Mead cannot find an 


~ alternative place to dump their 


waste, they might have to shut 
down, which would cause hun- 
dreds of people to lose their jobs. 
Mead pays revenue taxes to Lee, 
which brings in more money to 
the town. Please consider allow- 


cy ing Mead to have a landfill.” 


Cahalan, 13, said she is was 
prompted to write to the Select- 


tional Merit Finalist 

Allen is a member of the tele- 
vision, quiz and math teams and 
participated in the Academic 
Decathlon, where she won the 
Western Massachusetts individual 
championship this year. During 
her junior year, she was awarded 
the Bausch and Lomb Science 
Award and the Rensselaer Poly- 
technic Institute medal 

Following graduation, she will 
study meteorology at Cornell 
University in Ithaca, N.Y. Her 
parents are Gary and Barbara 


men after hearing her parents 
discuss the Mead situation and 
reading about it in the newspa- 
per. 

“My father and mother work 
there,” she said yesterday. “If 
they lose their jobs, it would be a 
huge problem.” 


Negotiations 


Officials from Mead and the 
town are negotiating an agree- 
ment in which they would coop- 
erate in the purchase of property 
adjacent to the existing town 
dump for a landfill. 

The land is currently owned by 
Lane Construction, and the town 
would take it by eminent domain. 
Mead would pay a third of the 
purchase price, which is cur- 
rently estimated at $1.65 million. 

Mead needs a new landfill to 
dispose of its industrial waste, 
and the town wants to own a site 
that could be developed at some 
future time as a municipal dump. 


Allen of 188 Summer St. 

Collins, daughter of Paul and 
Denise Collins of 10 Richmond 
Ave., serves as vice-president of 
the National Honor Society and is 
a member of the peer counseling 


and peer leadership groups. She | 


is also a member of the yearbook 
staff, Students Against Drunk 
Driving and the math team. She 
is co-captain of the girls’ varsity 
soccer and basketball teams. Col- 
lins will major in biology at Col- 
lege of the Holy Cross in Worces- 
ter. 
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| Locker Room squeaks 


under inspector’s wire. 


By Ellen G. Lahr 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — Some contractors were 
at work installing two new rest- 
rooms at The Locker Room sports 
bar on Main Street yesterday, the 
day the town building inspector 
had given as shutdown day. 

Though the additional facilities 
aren’t finished, the business 
won't be shut down because work 
is under way, said Selectman 
Martin H. Deely yesterday, ‘after 
speaking with Building Inspector 
Robert W. Lester. 

The Locker Room owners have 
been given several different 
deadlines to make some im- 
provements to the sports bar and 
restaurant, and a month ago 
Lester said he would give no 
more extensions if work was not 
finished or in progress by yes- 
terday. 

Deely said the work began 
Tuesday. 


Changing hands 


Financial negotiations between 
the business owners, Donald Lucy 
and William LaGrant, were said 
to be the cause of the delays in 
starting construction. LaGrant 
was in the process of buying out 
Lucy’s share of the business, but 
in a twist of events, Lucy recently 
bought out LaGrant, said Lucy 
yesterday. 

Lucy said LaGrant had planned 
to buy him out, but that the deal 
didn’t go through. Finally, he de- 


_ cided to buy out LaGrant, and 


take on a new partner, account- 
ant David Eisenberg of Lee. 

Lucy said since the business 
changed hands on June 1, he has 
gotten the bathroom work started, 
paid the contractors up front and 


Lee High sports sets 
times for physical exam 
LEE — Athletic Director Rich- | 


_ ard Lenfest has announced that — 


the physical examinations for all | 
Lee High School students plan- 
ning to participate in autumn | 
sports will be conducted at the 
school on July 16, 22, 27 and Aug. | 
6 | 
Appointment cards have been | 
mailed to those students who 
have signed up for a fall sport, 
and the time for the appointment 
is included on the card. | 
Students who cannot make | 
their designated appointment | 
may contact the school nurse at | 


243-2787 or 243-0663. 
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Mead has been pushing for action 
on the agreement, because its 
own industrial landfill is nearing 
capacity. 

In a separate arrangement, 
Mead would pay for the privilege 
of dumping industrial sludge in 
Lee’s existing dump. 

The town is in the process of 
closing that dump and “capping” 
it, but first must fill it to capacity. 
The dumping fees received from 
Mead would be used to help off- 
set the capping costs. 

Last night Mead President 
David L. Klausmeyer and other 
company representatives met 
with the Selectmen and the 
Board of Public Works to discuss 
the status of the negotiations. 


Selectmen John L. DeVarennes | 


and Martin H. Deely agreed to 
make a trip to Boston to put some 
pressure on the state officials 
who are responsible for issuing 
certain permits to Mead for its 
sludge disposal. 


is attempting to get other bills y 
to date. Renovations are also Me 
ing done in the kitchen, he said 


“We just want to do thj 
right,” said Lucy. mgs 
Since last fall, The Locker 


Room has been the target of 
complaints from one abutter j 
the tightly built neighborhood. 

Marguerite Tristany, Whose 
parents live next door and sold 
the business property to LaGrant 
and Lucy, has lodged humerous 
complaints about noise, Parking 
problems and patron conduct. 

The family has filed two law; 
suits against the business and the 
owners, seeking enforcement of 
town building code violations and 
a parking easement. 

Lucy’s lawyer, Elizabeth A 
Quigley of Great Barrington, said 
yesterday that the work Lucy is 
doing will bring the business into 
compliance with a temporary o¢- 
cupancy permit issued last year. 

Then Lucy can obtain a per- 
manent occupancy permit. She 
said the parties to the lawsuits 
are in the process of attempting 
to work out a resolution to the 
lawsuits. 

Lucy said he is planning a 
“grand reopening’ for The 
Locker Room on July 3. 
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Lee, Lenox in Joint Football Venture: 


LEE — School officials met 


|, with the Massachusetts Inter- 


scholastic Athletic Association 
on June 23 to see if a cooperative 
program in football will be al- 


jection t0 
that they have Fee ciate 7 


the union. He sai 
should be made by the end of the 
week. 
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New Lee Administrator Gets Down to Business 


By Suzanne King 


LEE — Frank Abbondanzio 
has a lot of plans up his sleeve. 

When he takes his post as 
Lee’s first town administrator 
on June 29 he wants to make a 
few changes. 

His changes, he said, could 
save the town a lot of money. 

“When you are living in these 
tight budgetary times,” he said, 
“you can save no matter where 
you go. It’s just a question of 
looking.” 

For the past 12 years, 
Abbondanzio has worked in the 
town of Montague’s administra- 
tion, most recently as the execu- 
tive secretary. 

He says his experiences there 


'The process is just starting in Lee. It's a good 


time to get involved.' 


—FRANK ABBONDANZIO, 
Reenad bio 


Lee Town Administrator 


78 
will be applicable to his new job 
in Lee. 

“We have done a lot out here 
on ... joint purchasing of high- 
way supplies and things like 
that,” he said. “(A town) can save 
a lot of money by dealing with 
things in a joint way.” 

Abbondanzio said regional 
cooperation will be a “high pri- 
ority.” 

He said the tri-town health 
agent, which already exists in 


Lee, is a good example of how 
towns in the same region can 
successfully work together. _ 
“It’s just a question of having 
someone in the position who can 
talk to the counterpart (in other 
towns),” he said. : 
Abbondanzio said developing 
the Office Park/Light Industrial 
District will also be a priority 
as he begins his new position. 
Over the past three years he has 
been involved in establishing a 


similar park in Montague, he 
said ; 

“The process is just starting 
(in Lee),” Abbondanzio said. “It’s 
a good time to get involved.” 

Abbondanzio said the OPLI’ 
District could cause a fast turn 
around for the struggling 
economy and pledged to work to, 
line up financing. 

He also plans to work on downt 
own developmentin Lee, he said. 

Abbondanziosaidhe doesnot 
expect to find much resistance 
to his changes. 

“I think it’s going to be a very 
supportive environment,” he 
said. 

“We're talking about things 
that benefit people in a lot of 
different areas.” 
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Lee Not Final Site for Rain Forest Project 


Continued from Al 

“The potential exists for (the 
land to be donated),” said Mary 
K. Bradbury, president of the 
Lee Chamber of Commerce, “but 
no one has stepped forward to 
say, here’s 25 acres. We'll see, it 
is possible, we’re really at the 
beginning stages.” 

The NETC has applied for a 
grant from the Economic Devel- 
opment Authority to pay for a 
feasibility study. But, Hunter 
said, without a site, the study 
would be difficult to fund. 

Organizers want to build the 
complex in Berkshire County, 
Hunter said. 

“This area needs the shot in 


_ the arm,” he said. “A facility like 


thisneedn’tbein a warmer area.” 
Hunter said the largest indoor 
complex of this kind is located in 


| Montreal. 


The 58,000-square-foot com- 
plex will be designed in phases 
over five or six years and be the 
shape of anautilus shell . Hunter 
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said the complex, which will be 
built with a translucent mate- 
rial, will have three primary 
purposes: biodiversity preserva- 
tion, research and education. 

“We think we can have a re- 
ally positive impact,” he said. 

Until recently the complex was 
to be built in conjunction with 
the planned Massachusetts Mu- 
seum of Contemporary Art in 
North Adams. Hunter said the 
relationship ended because of 
time constraints. 

Bradbury said she has gotten 
a lot of positive feedback on the 
project. 

“It’s a clean industry,” she 
said. “It’s a nice thing to bring to 
the town — very good for busi- 
ness and retail.” 


Lee Delays Project Decisions 
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If the complex is located in 
Lee, Bradbury added, it would 
bring in “piggy-back” develop- 
ment in everything from medi- 
cal research to retail and restau- 
rants. 

“I think it’s only good news,” 
she said. 

Bradbury said the only nega- 
tive responses she has gotten 
about the project are from people 
concerned that the non-profit 


NETC would not pay taxes, 
John Elling, amember of the 


Chamber subcommittee review- 
ing the project, said it would 
probably come up for a public 
meeting in July. 

“It is still too early to tell (if 
the complex will come to Lee),” 
Elling said. “We can’t really say 
much.” 
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For New Tyringham Bridge 


| 


By Suzanne King 


LEE — Rejecting a federal 
plan to move the Tyringham 
Road Bridge downstream could 
delay repairs for another two 
years and push bridge capacity 
beyond its limits, selectmen said 
at their June 22 meeting. 

While agreeing that time for 
the badly deteriorating bridge is 
running out, selectmen put off 
making a decision about how they 
will proceed on the project for at 
least another week. 

The bridge, which spans 
Green Water Brook, has a safety 
rating of five , just three ratings 
away from being closed down 
entirely , Selectman Martin 
Deely said. (The rating scale goes 
from 0, the worst, to 100 , the 
best.) State officials will close a 
bridge with a two rating . Deely 
added that even the badly dete- 
riorating Golden Hill Bridge has 
a much higher rating of 24. 

Although proceeding with the 
plan to build a new bridge south 
of the present one is the most 
expedient course available, se- 
lectmen are faced with strong 
opposition from Tyringham Road 
residents, 

Resident Alfred Bernardo 
presented a petition at the meet- 
ing with approximately '150 sig- 
natures of people who support 
building a footprint bridge in the 
same location as the current 
bridge. 

Local residents oppose mov- 


curve in the road and, many be- 
lieve, cause traffic to travel even 
faster through the residential 
area. 

The federal plan would also 
require taking two-tenths of an 
acre of private property by emi- 
nent domain. 

Residents of the Tyringham 
Road area who signed the peti- 
tion, support building a tempo- 
rary bridge while the new bridge 
is constructed. 

Selectmen, however, who met 
with state highway officials last 
week, said the state would not 
pay to build a temporary bridge, 
which would cost over $500,000. 

“They would be happy to do it 
if the town comes up with the 
money,” Deely said, but added 
that. was unlikely, 

Selectmen said not accepting 
the proposed federal plan would 
Mean going back to the drawing 
board and could add another two 
years to the process. 

“The question is, can the town 
afford to wait,” Deely said. “Iam 
worried about the weight on that 
bridge. We have got a real ques- 
tion of whether we should be 
letting school buses run over it 
now.” 

Selectman John DeVarrenes 
said that closing the bridge could 
be a liability to the town if 
emergency vehicles were delayed 
by the long detour through South 
Lee on Meadow Street. 


X 
ing the bridge because it would NX 
mean straightening a sharp 
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By Ellen G. Lahr 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — Lee High School adminis- 
trators kept an eye on Joshua Young 
during the past couple of years. He 
was the kind of student, they said, who 
needed an extra push to stay in 
school, to make it to graduation day. 

His school record didn’t reflect a lot 
of academic success, and he had 
moved a lot as child in a military 
family. His brother and sister left 
school in 9th grade. He had been ex- 
pelled from scheol in South Carolina 
before moving here to live with his 
grandmother in 1990. 

“T wasn’t going to bother going back 


to school,” he said in a recent inter- 
view. 


But he entered Lee High School in 
September 1990 as a junior and will 
graduate tomorrow with 83 of his 
classmates. Young’s experience, say 
school officials, is not unlike that of 
other students who are at risk of leav- 
ing school early, but his case illus- 
trates why Lee High School boasts a 
school year in which not one of its 309 
students dropped out. 


“They try to keep you in here,” said 
Young. “They try to keep something 
happening for you.” 

In Young's case, a mix of school and 
work was happening. Without such 


nts 


and not a dropout all year 


prodding, he said, he might not have 
made it. 


Dean of Students Kathleen Bort said 
that in each of the four years she’s 
been at Lee High School, there have 
been only one or two students who 
dropped out. 


She attributes the low dropout rate 
to: the approach the school takes with 
students who are at risk of leaving 
school, and to the array of programs 
available to pupils who might not oth- 
erwise have incentives to make it 
through school. The small size and 
intimacy of the school help as well, 
she said. 
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If a student lacks enthusiasm for 

school and doesn’t do well, or if 
someone is new or shows poor 
attendance, he or she is consid- 
ered a potential dropout, said 
Bort. At Lee High, these students 
are called in as soon as possible, 
and before they are read the riot 
act about staying in school, they 
are asked why school isn’t work- 
ing for them, Bort said. 


“We ask, ‘Why is it that you 
don’t want to come to school?’ 
Usually we can figure out what 
that student needs and fit it in so 
they can continue school,” she 
said. 


- Principal Richard T. Salinetti 
said the school also recognizes 
that economic problems tempt 
many students to quit. Recogniz- 
ing their need to earn money, the 
school will help students find 
part-time jobs and tailor their 
school schedules accordingly. 
Students can get extra help 
through the evening adult educa- 
tion program and tutoring, he 
Said. 


Caring teachers 


. And the vocational programs in 
the Southern Berkshire Educa- 
tional Collaborative are a real | 
draw for students oriented to- | 
ward work and careers. Food 
service, carpentry, health care, 
horticulture, auto mechanics and 
other programs attract a broad 
range of students, he said. 


. “We also have a lot of caring 
teachers who give students the 
extra help they need,” Salinetti 
said. “We don’t have a dropout 
prevention program but we have 
enough people identifying, help- 
ing, assisting, etc.” 

Young said he enjoyed the auto 
mechanics program, and he did 
an internship this year at Carl- 
son’s Auto Body shop in South 
Lee. His schedule also enabled 
him to work as a carpenter’s ap- 
prentice. 


State statistics provided by the 
Department of Education show 
that, statewide, dropout rates 
have been declining in recent 
years, largely due to some drop- 
gut prevention funds that were 
made available in recent years. 
The decline is generally reflected 
in Berkshire County as well, al- 
though smaller schools tend to 
have consistently low dropout 
rates. 


For the 1990-91 school year — 
the most recent for which figures 
are available — the annual 
dropout rate statewide was 46 
percent, compared with 49 per- 
cent in 1989-90 and 5,4 percent in 
1988-89, said DOE spokeswoman 
Marie Fricker. 


: Fricker said the decline is due 
in part to dropout prevention 
programs in certain high-risk 
schools. That money was in the 
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Dropout rates in other small schools 
around the county tend to be 
consistently lower than the state 
average. Lenox, for example, lost only 
one student among 235 this year, and 
none in the previous school year. 


$2.5 million range in fiscal year 
1987, but now only about $500,000 
is available, she said. 

Dropout rates in other small 
schools around the county tend to 
be consistently lower than the 
state average, typically around 2 
percent, according to state statis- 
tics and local school officials. 

Lenox, for example, lost only 
one student among 235 this year, 
and none in the previous school 
year, said Principal Bruce 
Walker. 


Walker attributes Lenox’s suc- 
cess to the small size of the 
school and the individual atten- 
tion available to all students. 

At Monument Mountain Re- 
gional High School in Great Bar- 
rington, 14 of the school’s 574 
students dropped out, down sig- 
nificantly from 22 dropouts the 
previous year, said Vice Principal 
Jay Canning. This year’s dropout 
rate is 2.4 percent, he said. 

At Pittsfield’s two public high 
schools, different reasons are of- 
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Lee High has a perfect year on the 


fered for the continued down- 
ward trend in dropout rates. 

While dropout prevention ef- 
forts are increasing, officials also 
said another reason students are 
staying in school is that few jobs 
are available if they leave. 

In addition, school represents a 
safe haven from chaotic family 
life, they said. Those who drop 
out often have troubled lives, he 
said. 

“We have some desperate 
times, and we’re working with 
some people who have very little 
foundation,” said Taconic High 
School Vice Principal Joseph 
Fox. “Some are battling for sur- 
vival in their homes and lives.” 

Of Taconic’s 716 pupils, 26, or 
3.6 percent, dropped out before 
year’s end, said Fox. 

Taconic’s dropout rate has im- 
proved by about 50 percent in 
recent years, which Fox at- 
tributes partly to a strict atten- 
dance policy. 

Pittsfield High School lost 2.3 


ie, Vee. 
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Lee senior gets $1,000 award 


LEE — Philip Hopkins, general 
manager of Century Berkshire 
Cable, 
principal of Lee High School, 
have announced that April Slater 
has won the company’s commu- 
nity scholarship. She 
daughter of Charles E. and Alice 
E. Slater of Tyringham. 

Through the program, area high 
school seniors were eligible to 
apply for a $1,000 tuition scholar- 
ship for the 1992-93 school year. 
The scholarship was awarded for 
outstanding academic perfor- 
mance and superior community 
service. 

“April has been demonstrated 


and Richard Salinetti, 


is the 


: to be a hard-working and de- 
' pendable student, participating 
well in all group and individual 
activities, as well as an active 


community member,” 


Salinetti 


said in a prepared statement. 


Slater will 


attend Eastern 


Nazarene College in Quincy this 
fall. She plans to major in soci- 
ology. 


April Slater 


iy. 


Joel Librizzi 
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New Business 


Craig F. Walker / Berkshire Eagle Staff 


Abby Ackley, an Otis decorator, has opened an office at Lakeside Rug and Carpet. 


Three businesses added 
on Lee’s Main Street 


By Ellen G. Lahr 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — Lee’s downtown thor- 
oughfare is home to two new 
businesses and one existing ven- 
ture with a fresh focus. The 
businesses run the gamut from 
food to party goods to decorating. 

The Cone Zone at 54 Main St., 
which shut down for the winter 
after problems surfaced at its ad- 
jacent arcade, has reopened as a 
bakery, ice cream shop and lunch 
spot. 

Owner Michael McManmon said 
the addition of products from 
Bagels, Too and Pittsfield Rye 
Bakery in Pittsfield fill a gap in 
downtown Lee. As the year 
progresses, he said, the shop’s 
own employees will do more and 
more baking and the business 
will become a full-scale, retail 
bakery. 

Sandwiches, salads and soups 
are available as well. 

McManmon said he had in- 
vested about $8,000 to add some 
new equipment, such as bakery 
cases, and to do some interior 
changes, such as rearranging the 
fixtures and erecting a wall be- 
tween his business and what was 
previously the arcade. Electrical 
and plumbing work were done, 
and a bathroom was added, he 
said. 

Manager Phyllis Turner runs 
the restaurant, which employs 
eight to 10 part-time people. 
Some of the employees come 
from McManmon’s other business, 
Berkshire Center for Indepen- 
dent Living, a residential pro- 
gram in Lee for people with spe- 
cial needs. 

So far, said McManmon, the 


response to the business has been 


positive. 
“Tt fills a gap,” he said. 


Kathy Morawiec, with al 
she exhibits crafts, plans 


weekends until 10 p.m. Su 
hours will be extended if 
evenings, McManmon said. 

McManmon subleases the 
half of his rented space to 
party supply and craft 
called Just for Fun. 


Weddings and crafts 


Owner Kathy Morawiec, 
also ‘does decorative cons 
for parties, weddings and 
events, opened the shop 
spring. For years she had 
ated craft and wedding cons 
business out of her home, 
friends and customers urg¢ 
to open a shop, she said. 

She spent about $15,000 
up the shop and purchase 
tory. She rents the front s 
of the store to about 20 cr 
ists from Berkshire Count 
display their work on shelvé 
in the windows, she said. 

On her own shelves are 
rative paper plates, cups 
napkins, as well as craft sup} 
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Staying Ahead 


Learning 
imsurance 
rating code 


NEW YOR!) 

ooking for the very soundest in 

surance companies? For years, 
consumers have sworn by the 

top, A-plus rating from the venerable 
insurance rating service, A.M. Best. 

But Best has made an important 
change in its rating system, and it’s 
critical that you learn the code. The 
most substantial companies on Best’s 
list are now being rated A-double-plu: 
Companies rated A-plus are newly in 
the second rank, not in the first. 

Don’t make too much of that. An A- 
plus rui.ag remains superior, so you 
ean generally buy these policies with 
confidence. If you’re super-super- 
conservative, however, you'll be com- 
forted with a policy from the short lis! 
of companies rated A-double-plus. 

A.M. Best made this change, it says, 
to draw “‘finer distinctions” among 
companies. Translation: It felt it had 
to respond to well-founded charges of 
grade inflation. 

Back in 1975, when Best adopted 
letter grades for life/health insurers, 
the top category swelled. Previously, 
134 companies had been rated “most 
favorable/most substantial” (then the 


. highest accolade), according to insur- 


ance professor Joseph Belth of In- 
diana State University. After the 
change to letter grades, the new A-plu 
category contained 203 companies. 


O1d ond new categories 


Craig F. Walker / Berkshire Eagle Staff 
: Phyllis Turner manages the restaurant at the Cone Zone. 


The Cone Zone is open week- 
days from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. and 


/ 


drop-out front 


ercent, or 25 students, this year, 
aid Edmund Plummer, head of 
uidance. 

Drury High School in North 
,dams continues to have the 
lighest dropout rate in the 
tounty, although the 5 to 6 per- 
tent raté is lower than the 7.4 


percent rate in the 1990 school 
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year. During the 1986-87 school 
year Drury lost 9.5 percent of its 
students. 

At Lee High School, Bort said 
she Is proud of Young for over- 
coming the odds. . 

“He’s really been a great, won: 
derful kid,” she said. “Pm real 
proud.” 


cY 


ne eee 


Pe Yi 


LED 


- 


a> es ey ee 


rye mar ws 


TOE ID IN nt PEER NR rin y ees 


Photo by John Fairval 


Lee High School graduates march toward their commencement ceremony yesterday at Tanglewood. 


Lee High graduates ‘have what it takes’ 


By Mary Grace Butler 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — “It all went by so fast,” 
Rebecca L. Allen said of her four 
years at Lee High School. 

She was one of three students 
who addressed yesterday’s grad- 
uation ceremonies for the class of 
1992, held in the Shed at Tangle- 
wood. 

In her talk, Allen noted that the 
English writer Virginia Woolf had 
said a lecturer must present one 
nugget, one profound bit of truth 
for an audience to take home. 
Allen’s was this: “We've all got 
what it takes.” Each member of 
the class, she said, has learned 
about winning and has learned 
about losing. “We all have it in us 
to succeed.” 


Live, dance, sing 


Sheila C. Collins, tears catching 
in her voice, thanked all the 
teachers and families. As stu- 
dents, she said, the class was 
privileged in its home. “The town 
of Lee is an exceptional town,” 
Collins said. 

Cathleen J. Cinella noted that 
the class members had all been a 


bit “anxious and a little fright- 
ened about high school” when 
they began. “Live life to the full- 
est,” she advised them — laugh, 
dance and sing. 

Superintendent of Schools 
Henry T. Zukowski urged the 85 
graduating seniors to “apprise us 
of your successes, inform us of 
your needs.” 

“Your successes,” he said, “at- 
test to the value of our schools.” 

Class adviser Thomas Cinella 
had a simple message: “Learn to 
laugh.” 

He offered quotations on 
laughter from Lord Byron, John 
Milton, William Shakespeare and 
Ogden Nash, who said, “Laughter 
is the best medicine.” 

Cinella is also a math teacher, 
the girls’ basketball coach and 
father of graduate Cathleen. 

Proud parents and grandpar- 
ents, in a crowd that filled nearly 
half of the Shed, beamed up at 
the speakers. Little kids wriggled 
and squirmed, unaware that in 15 
years or so they will be on similar 
stages. 

Before he announced the 
names of scholarship winners, 


Salinetti acknowledged the 
graduating seniors who had 
achieved averages of 90 or better 
for four years: Allen, Cinella, 
Collins, Shawn P. Gleason, ‘Am- 
anda J. Lahey, April E. Slater and 
Heather L. Stanard. 

Each scholarship winner stood 
for acknowledgement as his or 
her name was announced. There 
were 91 scholarships, many with 
multiple winners, and Salinetti 
said the total awarded was nearly 
$52,000. 


Warm response 


The last to be announced, for 
Michelle M. Kennedy and Joshua 
T. Young, drew the biggest ap- 
plause. Their award, Dean of 
Students Kathleen R. Bort ex- 
plained later, goes to a graduat- 
ing girl and boy who have shown 
“significant striving and maybe 
overcoming obstacles.” Kennedy, 
she said, “has worked very, very, 
very hard.” 

Then Salinetti announced that 
diplomas would be awarded, and 
suddenly the aisles and the area 
in front of the stage were full of 
camera-toting relatives. 

While each graduate was ap- 
plauded, certain names brought 
whoops and cheers and greater 
applause. They may have been 
the ones who almost didn’t make 
it, or who did something to set 
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them apart — or just those with 
very enthusiastic relatives. 

When all the diplomas had 
been awarded, Salinetti an- 
nounced, “Ladies and gentlemen: 
That’s the class of 1992.” : 

The crowd roared its approval, 
and the new graduates marched 
out — as had generations before 
them — to “War March of the 
Chiefs.” 


Perfect picture 


It was a picture-perfect day for 
a graduation — warm and sunny, 
with a breeze through the Shed? 
Outside, there was a slight haze 
on the blue-green hills visible 
past the Lion Gate, and sprin- 
klers watered the lawn in antici- 
pation of this summer’s crowds of 
music-lovers. 

From the back of the Shed, the 
graduates receiving diplomas, in 
their black robes (for the boys) 
and white (girls) had looked like 
the formally dressed musicians of 
the Boston Symphony Orchestra 
who would follow them to the 
stage in a few weeks. : 

When it was all over, and the 
new alumni, their families and 
friends gathered on the lawn, 
Sheila Collins may have summed 
up the prevalent emotions. ) 

How do you feel? she was 
asked. “Great,” Collins said. “Re- 
lieved.” : 


Berkshire Eagle Staff 


_ LEE — Town representatives 
will convene tomorrow night to 
vote on the adoption of a new 
zoning bylaw that will govern de- 
-velopment of an industrial park 
‘proposed for Route 102 in South 
‘Lee. 

The special town meeting is set 
for 7:30 in the Lee Central School 
auditorium. : 

In addition to the zoning 
change, representatives will vote 
to amend the town maps to re- 
‘flect the establishment of the 
“office park-light industrial dis- 
trict.” 

. There are also several fiscal 
‘year-end money matters on the 
‘town meeting warrant, as well as 
‘an article calling for the accep- 
‘tance of a new Cable Television 
‘Consumer Protection Act. 

; During the last month, the 
~Planning Board has held a series 
‘of informational meetings on the 
‘provisions of the new zoning by- 
law. The bylaw outlines what 


Zoning 
bylaw approved at 
Lee town 


kinds of businesses will be al- 
lowed in an industrial park de- 
velopment. 

The Lee Community Develop- 
ment Corp. has initiated plans to 
develop an office park-light in- 
dustrial park, in an effort to at- 
tract new business to Lee. Once 
the bylaw is approved, planning, 
marketing and development can 
begin in earnest. 


For ‘positive growth’ 


The bylaw states that it is in- 
tended to provide sites for manu- 
facturing, “which will promote 
job creation and positive growth 
in the Town’s tax base.” 

The bylaw is not limited to the 
Route 102 site, although no other 
areas in town are currently under 
consideration for such a devel- 
opment. 

The industrial park would be in 
harmony with the character of 
the town and blend with the 
area’s natural beauty and resi- 
dential nature, the bylaw says, 
and businesses must be operated 


change, 


meeting 


in an environmentally sound 
manner, 

Permitted uses in an industrial 
park include financial, insurance, 
real estate, engineering, publish- 
ing, educational, legal, adminis- 
trative, communications, envi- 
ronmental, health and social 
services offices. Research facili- 
ties that support such businesses 
are also allowed. 


Light industrial activity that 
would be allowed include ap- 
parel, textile and leather manu- 
facturing; millwork, Plywood and 
structural component manufac- 
turing; furniture construction, 
molded plastics and stationery 
products; fabricated metal prod- 
ucts; industrial machinery ‘manu- 
facturing; development of com- 
puter and office equipment, elec- 
tronic products and paper prod- 
ucts. 

Retail sales are allowed with 
some restrictions, and only if the 
sales area constitutes no more 
than 20 percent of total floor 
space. 
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By Ellen G. Lahr 


Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — Town representatives 
last night unanimously approved 
a new zoning bylaw and zoning 
change that will enable the Lee 

. Community Development Corp. to 


penses to the Town Representa- 
tive Study Committee. The article 
passed on a 20-16 vote. 

The committee, which has yet 
to be formed, will be charged 
with studying whether the town 
should abandon town represen- 
tative government and re- 


Under certain conditions, the 
industrial park can also be used 
for the processing of food and 
grains, shipping and delivery fa- 
cilities and warehousing. 

The bylaw requires adherence 
to specific landscape, lot design 
and environmental standards, 
including lighting, noise, odors, 
air pollution, waste-water and 
sewage disposal. 


To provide tax records 


The special towu meeting war- 
rant also includes a question 
asking voters to authorize ~the 
placement of public tax records 
in the Lee Library. An accompa- 
nying article asks for $500 to de- 
fray the costs of printing the tax 
records. 

The warrant also asks voters to: 

> Transfer from available town 
funds $12,000 to’ pay for a salary 
shortfall in the Lee Police De- 
partment. 

> Transfer $2,200 to pay the 
town’s share of unemployment 
insurance, 

> Transfer $1,500 to pay for the 
expenses of a committee being 


established to study the town 
representative form of govern- 
ment. 

> Accept funds from a devel- 
oper’s forfeited bond, in order to 
complete work required on a 
subdivision. 

Representatives will also vote 
on the Cable Television Con- 
sumer Protection Bylaw, which 
was already approved at the an- 
nual town meeting. However, be- 
cause of some amendments that 
were made to the bylaw at that 
meeting, Town Counsel Jerome J. 
Scully has recommended that it 
be taken up again at the special 
town meeting with the amend- 
ments in place. 

After the town meeting, repre- 
sentatives will be asked to remain 
for a discussion regarding devel- 
opment of a municipal golf course 
in Lee. Representatives will be 
asked to air their views on 
whether the town should make 
tax money available to pursue a 
feasibility study on the golf 
course. % 
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Lee Raises Limit 


On Sewage Plant ° 


By Suzanne King 


LEE — At its June 15 meet- 
ing, the Board of Selectmen voted 
unanimously to partially lift a 
moratorium on new sewer 
hookups that has prohibited 


ment, but agreed that this limit 
could be amended if necessary. 

The selectmen placed the lim- 
its to prevent one development 
from taking all available treat- 
ment capacity, Selectman John 
DeVarrenes said . 


pursue plans for an office park 


- and industrial complex on Route 


“I would hope we wouldn’t 


102. 


Thirty-six representatives — 
about half the total number — 
attended last night’s special town 
meeting at Lee Central School to 


. take up the zoning bylaw. They 


also approved a number of money 


" matters to close out the books for 


fiscal 1992. 


After brief remarks from Plan- 


i 


ning Board Chairman Robert W. 
Birch about the features of the 
office park-light industrial zoning 
bylaw, there were only a few mi- 
nor questions before the measure 
was passed. 


Applies to other sites 


The Planning Board has held a 
series of public meetings in the 
past month to inform residents, 
representatives and abutters 
about the proposal. 

Birch emphasized last night 
that the bylaw is not specific to 
the Route 102 site but could be 
applied to any other parcel in 
town that might be rezoned as an 
office park-light industrial area. 

After representatives passed 
the article, they took up the 
question of rezoning four parcels 
on Route 102, which will be ac- 
quired by the town with state 
funds. 


The property that abuts Route 
102 was industrially zoned for 250 
feet north of the road, while the 
rest was residentially zoned. The 
zoning change means all the 
property — just under 80 acres — 
is now zoned for office park-light 
industrial use. 

David Bruce, chairman of the 
CDC, said the office park has the 
potential for 19 or 20 building 
sites and as many as 400 new jobs. 


Funds for study panel 


The town representatives spent 
considerable time discussing 
whether to give $1,500 in ex- 


establish town meetings in which 
all registered voters can vote, 

In a non-binding referendum 
question at the annual town elec- 
tion last month, town voters in- 
dicated support for the measure, 
but at the annual town meeting, 
representatives refused to im- 
plement the change. 


The Selectmen then recom- | 


mended forming a committee to 
study the issue. 

Last night some representatives 
argued that $1,500 was too much 
money for a committee that hasn’t 
even been formed yet. 

The Selectmen countered that 
they want the job done right. The 
job will entail a townwide survey 
of registered voters on the ques- 
tion of representative govern- 
ment, and such a survey will cost 
money, they said. 

Opponents said they want the 
committee to find a cheaper way 
of gauging public opinion. 


Added to census survey 


Town representative Frank 
Consolati suggested that the sur- 


vey be done by adding a question. 
to the annual census in January. 


After the meeting had completed 
its business, representative Carol 
E. LePrevost put that suggestion 
in the form of a motion. 

In other business, the repre- 
sentatives: 

> Approved a bylaw amend- 


ment that says a copy of town tax | 


records will be on view for the 


public in the Lee Library during © 


library hours. In a related article, 


they approved $500 to pay for the | 


cost of printing the records. . 
> Approved paying $10,700 in 


retroactive pay increases to Po- | 


lice Department employees. 

> Adopted a cable television 
consumer protection bylaw. 

> Authorized the town to ac- 
cept a developer’s forfeited bond 
to complete work on a subdivi- 
sion. 


major development in Lee since 


1987. 


build on every available space,” 


The move, which raised the 
amount of sewage going through 


the 


from 800,000 gallons to 900,000 
gallons per day, lifted the 
moratorium until the 900,000 


Lee water treatment plant 


DeVarrenes said, “but we have 
to build on something to expand 
our tax base.” 

Peter Scolforo, superintendent 
of the Department of Public 
Works, said that there is a great 
deal of “rumored expansion” that “® 


ac 
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gallon level is reached. 


Under the new arrangement, 
the town will limit new subdivi- 


will probably materialize after 
the moratorium is lifted. 


.S 


sions to 10,000 gallons. Select- 
men also placed a 20,000 gallon 
limit on the proposed Office Park 


“If the moratorium is lifted, f 
immediately we are going tohave 


| and Light Industry develop- 
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a lot of expansion,” he said. 

Currently the town is not un- 
der pressure from the Massa- 
chusetts Department of Envi- 
ronmental Protection to expand 
the treatment plant, but Scolforo 
said it would eventually have to 
be expanded, whether or not the 
moratorium was lifted. 

“With any growth at all you 
can definitely see a situation 
where the DEP would force the 

| town todo something,” said Pete 
Kolodzieg, Tri-Town sanitarian. 
| “Currently there are very little 
| and few plants in the area.” 
Scolforo said that the expan- 
sion, which will cost an esti- 
mated $2 million, would be best 
done in 2002, when most of the 
| existing bond issues would be 
‘| paid off and the town’s debt ser- 
| vice will be the lowest. 


Selectman. Martin Deely 
however, said: that expansion 
would probably be necessary by 
1995 or 1996. 

Scolforo said that the flow of 
sewage through the plant could 
go as high as a million gallons 
per day before efficiency would 
suffer, 

The board rejected a proposal 
to abolish sump pumps, which 
deposit clean water into the 
sewer. Scolforo said that elimi- 
nating them would free ap- 
proximately 100,000 gallons at 
the treatment plant. 

“T wouldn’t even touch people 
with sump pumps,” said Select- 
man Martin Deely, who ex- 
pressed concern that if sump 
pumps were taken out of the 
sewage line, water would drain 
into the street. 
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By Unanimous Consent in Lee 


By Suzanne King 


LEE — In a move that could 
bring 400 new jobs to Lee, town 
representatives voted unani- 
mously at the June 17 Town 
Meeting to adopt a zoning by- 
law revision that will allow the 

creation of the Office Park/Light 
Industrial District. 

Representatives also unani- 
mously approvéd rezoning of the 
proposed OPLI site, south of 
Route 102. 

According to the Planning 
Board, the zoning by-law revi- 
sion, which will apply to any 
parcel ofland bigger than 10,000 
square feet, governs a zoning 
district for office buildings and 
light industry, sets performance 
standards for activities within 
the town, and institutes a site 
review procedure, so that every 
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be approved . 

David J. Bruce, chairman of 
the Lee Community Develop- 
ment Corp., said the OPLI dis- 
trict, would bring an estimated 
400 jobs to Lee and expand the 
tax base, potentially generating 
$400,000 in new tax revenue. 

“(The OPLI district) is for the 
pate of the Route 102 area,” said 

DC member Francis D. Foley. 
“It safeguards anyone who sur- 
rounds the area from the point of 
view of any individual.” 

Some opposition to rezoning 
for the OPLI district-came from 
the Lee Sportsman’s Club, which 
is located on property adjacent 
to the proposed site, but debate 
was limited at the meeting. 
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X The new by-law, which only 

applies to property 10,000 square 

q feet or larger, requires that cer- 
tain buffer zones exist around 
industry, that greenery be 
planted at the site and that trees 
be preserved. The representa- 
tives’ vote only approved zoning 
for the OPLI district. 

Before construction begins, 
Bruce said, backers must up- 

~. date the feasibility study of the 
site, which was first developed 
five years ago, secure financing 
and apply for the proper per- 
mits. Bruce said that while the 
proposed property has not been 
purchased, three landowners in- 
volved are willing sellers. 

The proposed site one and a 
half miles fromthe Mass. Turn- 
pike, is attractive because it al- 
ready has water, sewer, gas and 


other facilities, Bruce said. | 

Town representatives also | 
passed, 20 to 16, ariicle five, 
which allocates $1,500 to fund a 
committee to study the town 
representative form. 

Selectman Martin Deely said | 
the money would go toward di- 
rect mailing and advertising to 
registered voters about the sub- 
ject. “We've got to get people out 
and talking about it before we 
vote on it,” he said. 

Selectman John DeVarrenes 
said the study wouldnotbe worth | 
doing, if the proper funds were 
not allocated. 

“It’s important not to create 
an excuse for someone to rise | 
next year (if proposed again) | 
and say we.do not have enough 
information, said Moderator 
Toole 
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| Lee to vote 
on school 
energy plan 


LEE — The Selectmen agreed 
last night to hold a special town 
meeting July 23 to ask town rep- 
resentatives to approve borrow- 
ing $68,104.50 for an energy-saving 
project at the town’s two schools. 

School Superintendent Henry 
T. Zukowski told the board that 
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electrical costs for the schools in’ 

the future. : 

The total cost of the project 

would be $145,255, but $77,150 

would be paid for with a rebate 
from a company that does the 
energy updates, said Zukowski. 

The town would have to borrow 

the remainder of the money, he 

said. 

Lee must make a commitment 

on the project by September, he 

said, and ideally, the work should 

be done before students return to 
_ school at the beginning of that 
, month. 

Zukowski explained that the 
| cost of electricity for the schools, 
_ has risen steadily in recent years 
| and has routinely exceeded the 
| allotted budget. For example, in 
fiscal year 1991 the budget for 
lights at Lee Central and Lee 
High schools was $66,000, but the 
actual amount spent was $85,403. 

He said the electrical im- 
provements would provide guar- 
anteed savings of approximately 
20 percent. 

The Selectmen also agreed to 
place on the special town meeting’ 
warrant the new town bylaw. 
proposals regarding placement of 
signs. However, the - Planning 
Board must first schedule a pub- 
| lie hearing. 
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the initial investment would save , 
approximately 20 percent ins 
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Municipal golf course 
gets preliminary nod 


Lee -- long considered as south Berk- 
shire County’s mill town -- is turning to- 
ward tourism as its manufacturing base 
erodes. 

Whether it involves discussions over a 
new municipal golf course, the number of 
local restaurants’ out-of-town patrons or a 
proposed new botanical center, the tourist 
dollar is entering the discussion more and 
more. 

“Tourism is becoming more and more 
important to Lee as plants are consolidat- 
ing or even pulling out of the town,” says 
Mary Bradbury, president of the Lee 
Chamber of Commerce. 

“For Lee to continue to be self-suffi- 
cient, it needs to no longer just take the 
overflow tourists -- it needs to become a 
tourist destination itself,” Bradbury says. 
“Tourism would help Lee round out its 
economic base.” 

In making their pitch for town support 
for a muncipal golf course, Lee Golf Study 
Committee members told town represen- 
tatives that downtown Lee’s business re- 
lies heavily on tourists. A golf course, they 
said, would enhance the town’s attractive- 
Ness to tourists who flock to the Berkshires 
for its cultural amenities. 

“The town is getting to a point where it 
depends on tourism,” said committee 
Chairman David Dunn. “A golf course 
would extend our resources and bring 
more business to Lee.” 

~ Continued on page 11 
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By Ellen G. Lahr 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — The catalyst for the proposed 
New England Tropical Conservatory is 
ing heavily toward Lee as his first 
ae for the site of a multimillion- 
fae indoor rain forest complex, and 
og Chamber of Commerce is mobilizing 
to help the plan take root. 

“] think it would be great,” said John 
Elling, owner of Elling Hardware and 
art of a chamber subcommittee review- 
the plans. “It would generate a lot of 
traffic in the area. It would be of inter- 
est to a lot of business people in Lee, 
and the educational aspect would be 


beneficial as well.” 


t backs Lee for rain forest complex 
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‘We like Lee. Lee is probably our first choice.’ 


“We like Lee. Lee is probably our first 
choice,” said the conservatory organiza- 
tion’s founder, W. Scott Hoover of Wil- 
liamstown. “But we don’t know yet if the 
town will back us up.” 

The New England Tropical Conserva- 
tory was initially intended as an adjunct 
to the proposed Massachusetts Museum 
of Contemporary Art in North Adams. 
But with the future of that project in 
doubt, Hoover and his organization’s 
board of directors shifted their sights 
south. Lee, with its access to the Massa- 


chusetts Turnpike, is a viable location, 
he said. 

But he and Chamber of Commerce 
representatives say they are tentatively 
waiting for the other to make the first 
move toward making the project a real- 
ity for the town. 

Hoover, a tropical botanist who has 
done research in 14 countries and says 
he has connections to major botanical 
organizations and educational institu- 
tions, said he’ll make a firm commitment 
to Lee once the town — or a private 


individual — donates an appropriate 
parcel on which the conservatory could 


be built. 
A donation of land would leverage an 


initial $100,000 federal grant he is pur- 
suing, he said. He is seeking about 25 
acres. 


Mary K. Bradbury, president of the . 


Chamber of Commerce, is enthusiastic 


about the project but cautious about . 


working on Hoover’s behalf until he 


makes a full commitment. 
But Hoover said, “I think the commu- 
nity of Lee and I can work out who will 


jump first.” 
Bradbury and Elling said that there 
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| Botanist backs Lee for tropical 
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are some potential development 
sites for the 58,000-square-foot 
complex and that. some initial 
inquiries have been made about 
possible land donations. They 
declined to reveal the locations. 
Hoover said he is somewhat 
publicity-shy about the project, 
because Berkshire residents’ ex- 
) pectations for various develop- 
ments in recent years have been 
| dashed or have become uncer- 


tain. 

On the other hand, he said, he 
is aware that publicity may help 
his cause, perhaps enticing an 
environmentally conscious land- 
owner to come forward with a 


Hoover said the New England 
Conservatory would be unique 
because it would integrate pres- 
ervation, development and edu- 
cation under one roof. 

Mainly due to the organization’s 
efforts thus far, he said, he at- 
tended the recent Earth Summit 
in Rio de Janeiro. 


30 employees 

The year-round conservatory 
would be supported largely by 
fourist dollars, plant sales and 
the propagation of plants that 
have marketable properties for 
use in medicine and food. It 
would also offer educational 
programs in conjunction with 
area colleges and universities, 


Eagle 


The tropical 
conservatory would 
employ about 30 
people. 


The conservatory would employ 
about 30 people, ranging from 
professionals to gardeners. Addi- 
tional people would be hired for 
tourist services, he said. 

Elling said the Chamber of 
Commerce will hold a meeting 
sometime in July to discuss the 
plan with town officials and 


conservatory 


business representatives. 

“We'll have to have this meet- 
ing to see if this is what Lee 
wants,” he said. “It’s a clean 
business, a pretty spectacular 
project. It would also mean a lot 
of business for local contractors, 
which everybody is starving for.” 

Elling said that, if the project 
doesn’t succeed in Lee, he’ll stay 
with it anyway. 

“It’s really too bad what’s hap- 
pening to the rain forests,” he 
said. “We have to start doing 
something. 

“This would be another plus for 
the Berkshires, and if we can get 
some companies to, sponsor it, it 
would benefit them-as well. It 
would generate so much work.” 


| donation. 


Lee board opposes clo 
while a new one 


By Ellen G. Lahr 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — The Selectmen voiced 
reservations last night about 
closing down the Tyringham 
Road bridge so it can be rebuilt, 
saying the resulting roadblock 
could be a liability to the town. 

In addition, they said at their 
weekly meeting, replacing the 
deteriorating bridge would take 


| an additional two years if the 


state Highway Department has to 
redesign the project, 

Despite a petition from some 
200 town residents who favor 
closing the bridge, even though it 
would cause a significant detour 
during construction, the Select- 
men said the safest and fastest 
solution to the problem of the 
deteriorating bridge is the state 
Highway Department’s plan to 
build a replacement bridge 
downstream. During construction, 
the old bridge would remain open 
for regular traffic and emergency 
vehicles. 


Met with state officials 


Selectmen Martin H, Deely and 
John E. DeVarennes met with 
state Highway Department offi- 
cials last week, carrying a mes- 
Sage from residents on the south 
Side of the Tyringham Road 
bridge who want a “footprint 
bridge” in the same spot as the 
old bridge. 

A downstream replacement 
bridge would require a land- 
taking in the yard of Harold 
Heath and would put headlights 
in Alfred Bernardo’s living room. 
he new bridge would also in- 
lude a straight approach from 


Route 102, causing cars to drive 
faster, residents Say. The current 
road has a curve, which they say 
slows traffic. 

Deely said he was shocked to 
learn last week that the Tyring- 
ham Road bridge has an ex- 
tremely low safety rating — a 
score of 5 on a scale of 0 to 100, 
with 100 being safest. For that 
reason, he said last night, he op- 
poses any delay in replacing the 
bridge and favors the state plan 
to build a new bridge down- 
stream. 


DeVarennes said he is con- 
cerned about closing the existing 
bridge in order to replace it, be- 
Cause of the added response time 
for emergency vehicles to re- 
spond to fires or medical calls 
over the stream. The detour by 
way of Meadow Street, a few 
miles west on Route 102, would 
add another five to seven minutes 
to an ambulance call, he said. 

The third selectman, Diane P. 
Roosa, was not present for last 
night’s meeting, A contingent of 
residents last night voiced anger 
and frustration with the state 
Highway Department for design- 
Ing a downstream bridge without 
first consulting area residents. 
Now that residents object to the 
plan, they said, the state Says a 
two-year delay will result if the 
plan is not followed. 

“The state is very eager to do 
anything they want their Way,” 
said Carol KE. LePrevost. “And 
we're supposed to like it because 
yee getting the ({federal] money 
Orit? 


; The Selectmen said the state 
intends to replace the bridge with 
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sing bridge 
is constructed 


federal funds in the fiscal 1994 
year. During construction the ex- 
isting bridge will remain in use, 
unless it is shut down before then 
for safety reasons. 
' DeVarennes said highway offi- 
‘cials said last week that school 
buses should not be using the 
Tyringham Road bridge. 
Marguerite Tristany urged the 
Selectmen to press the Highway 
Department to take some interim 
safety measures while the bridge 
remains open, such as lowering 
the weight limit. 


The Selectmen agreed to hold 
off on a decision about the bridge 
until hearing an opinion on the 
liability issue from Town Counsel 
Jerome J. Scully. They will also 
ask the state to review the weight 
limit on the bridge. 
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Having secured the zoning for the Lee 
Business Park, Lee economic delelop- 
ment officials say they can now begin to 
build the park. 

The first step for the Lee Community 
Development Corp. will be to work with 
the Massachusetts Land Bank in assessing 
the extent of hazardous waste on the pro- 

site on state. Route 102. 

A portion of the proposed business park 

was once used as a dump by the town of Lee. 


| The prospect of hazardous waste on the 


, now owned by the Hopkins fam- 
ily, had been the project’s major obstacle 
until the MasSachusetts Land Bank agreed 
to assist the town on the project. . 

David Bruce, chairman of the Lee CDC, 
says he has begun discussing options on 
how to proceed with Mass. Land Bank. 

“We have to determine what is there and 
how much it will cost to clean it up and then 
incorporate those costs of that into the 
project,” Bruce says. 

Once the assessments are made, Bruce 
says the Lee CDC can begin to make plans 
to develop the proposed business park 
which could employ 400-or-more people 
and market it to prospective businesses. 
Although some companies have expressed 
préliminary interest in locating in the park, 
CDC members say they wanted to wait 
until after this month’s vote to even begin 
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‘Lee Business Park approved 


working with companies in locating to the 
site. 

Lee town representatives unanimously 
approved last week a bylaw for an office 
park and light-industrial zoning district 
and designated the land off Route 102 with 
the zoning. 

The vote came after the Lee Planning 
Board and its bylaw subcommittee spent 
more than two years reviewing, revising 
and crafting the bylaw. The new regulation 
is designed to balance the needs of busi- 
ness and at the same time preserve the sce- 
nic qualities of the property and the town. 

The bylaw prohibits certain types of uses 
and requires a site-plan-review process 
allowing for regulation of open space, set- 
back requirements and other features. 

Having completed the OPLI bylaw, Lee 
Planning Board member Jill Groff says the 
subcommittee will continue to review 
other aspects of the town’s bylaws and sub- 
division regulations. 

Bruce told town representatives that the 
CDC decided to defer pursuing the devel- 
opment of the business park until after the 
zoning portion was completed. 

“We didn’t want to go too far and then 
find out that the zoning wouldn’t be ap- 
proved,” Bruce says. “The planning board 
did a great job on it. Now we can move for- 
ward and do our part.” 


Lee’s Tyringham Road bridge in tough spot 
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The fate of the Tyringham Road bridge 
remains in a quandary as abutters to the 
bridge, residents, the Lee Selectmen and 
the state Highway Department try to 
wrestle with how to replace the deteriorat- 
ing town-owned bridge. 

The state Highway Department has of- 
fered to build a new bridge, but the replace- 
ment bridge would be placed in a new loca- 
tion that would alter the road and infringe 
on neighboring properties. 

Neighbors of the bridge oppose the 
state’s plan and submitted to the select- 
men a petition signed by 200 people who 
would like to close the bridge and replace 
the existing bridge in its present location. 

The selectmen, however, say they and 
the state Highway Department are wary of 
closing the bridge because it would result 
in a major detour around Tyringham 
Road, Meadow Street and state Route 


102. The bridge would have to be closed for 
one-and-a-half years for the new span to be 
built. 
While the selectmen ponder which alter- 
native to pursue, board members said they 
would study the town bridge more closely 
for its weight capacity -- the state Highway Y 
Department has suggested that school 
buses not go over it. iN 
In other town business, the selectmen: S 


-- Scheduled a special town meeting for \ S 
July 23 to ask town representatives to bor- NaN 
row $68,104.40 for an energy-saving proj- Ne S 
ect in the town’s schools. The project is 
expected to save.the town 20 percent of its ea 
electricity costs each year. 

-- Allowed the Little League to hold a toll ’ 
booth on Lee’s Main Street June 27 to raise 
money. The selectmen say they will forbid 
any more Main Street toll booths until 
September. 


Sites in Lee and Stockbridge 


show extensive population 
By Erik Bruun 


Archeologists 
dig up clues to 
Berkshires’ 
prehistoric past 


Digging into the Berkshires’ prehistoric past, arche- 
ologists have uncovered several sites that they say offer 
promising clues into the county’s murky pre-Colonial 

st. 

Although historians have always assumed that Native 
Americans populated the Berkshires for centuries be- 
fore Europeans arrived, little evidence was available 
about their numbers and how they lived. 

But recent finds along the Tennessee Gas Co. pipeline 
route through Richmond, West Stockbridge, Stockbr- 
idge, Lee and Tyringham suggest that contrary to expec- 
tations, Berkshire County had a good-sized population 
for at least 3,500 years. 

“Because there’s been so little development in the 
Berkshires, there’s been a void between the Hudson 
Valley and the Connecticut Valley about whaf happened 
here,” says Gerry Macomber, an archeologist with Bos- 
ton University. “We're filling that void with some of the 
discoveries that are being made.” 

Until recently, many archeologists largely ignored the 
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= for land in Lee ahe/. 
Abandoning plans to build adjacent 
to the proposed Massachusetts Mu- 
seum of Contemporary Art in North 
Adams, the New England Tropical 
| Conservatory is surveying southern soil 
| in Lee. 

|W. Scott Hoover Jr. of Williamstown, 
founder of the proposed multimillion- 
dollar indoor rain forest complex, says 
MassMoCA’suncertain future caused 
his organization to look elsewhere. The 
town of Lee, given its proximity to the 
Massachusetts Turnpike, is ‘‘proba- 
bly” his first choice for a site, he says. 

Hoover says he’s prepared to commit 
to Lee once either the town or a private 
source donates about 25 acres of land 
on which to build the rain forest com- 
plex. Such a donation would help tose- 
| cure a $100,000 federal grant he is seek- 
} ing for the project. 
| Lee Chamber of Commerce officials 

say they are enthusiastic about the proj- 
ect which would generate traffic, at- 
tract business and employ 30 people in 
the town. Remaining cautious how- 
ever, the chamber wants a full commit- 
ment from Hoover before helping him 
to secure a site. 

"This is an opportunity that I don’t 
think we should just let go by," says Mary 
Bradbury, president of the Lee Cham- 
ber of Commerce. 


Berkshires because they assumed it was not a highly 
populated area. With relatively high altitudes, few flood 
plains and its severe winters, archeologist Mitchell 
Mulholland says most archeologists thought that only 
fringe tribes would come to the Berkshires. 

“Tt was considered a cultural backwater,” says 
Mulholland, director of the University of Massachusetts 
Archeological Services in Amherst. 

But, it turns out, the assumption was wrong. The Berk- 
shires may offer a treasure chest of information, Mulhol- 
land says, particularly because limestone in the soil helps 
preserve the ancient artifacts. 

Native Americans are believed to have lived in the 
Berkshires for at least 8,000 years, he says. Most of their 
history is unkown and only now researchers are begin- 
ning to piece together a picture of the county's past. An 
ongoing archeological dig in Great Barrington, several 
pieces of information from ~occasional discoveries in the 
past and now these latest finds along the pipeline route 
are helping researchers to develop a clearer picture. 

Mulholland and Macomber were commissioned by 
Tennessee Gas to study its pipeline route for archeologi- 
cal sites. Mulholland led-a team from the New York state 
line to Lee and Macomber led a team through Le€ and 


Tyringham. 
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Prehistoric finds dug 


_ up in Lee, Stockbridge 


Continued from page 1 


The teams dug small pits along the route. If any archeol- 
ogical finds were spotted, researchers dug more pits in the 
immediate vicinity. 

Between the two groups, almost 30 archeological sites 
were found. Sites ranged from single arrowheads to sig- 
nificant evidence of villages. The findings date to as far 
back as 4,000 years to 280 years, just as the first Europeans 
arrived in the Berkshires. 

At one site in Stockbridge, Mulholland says findings 
were dated from 1,900 years ago to 280 years ago. 

“It will be eligible for the National Registry of Historic 
Places,” Mulholland says. Neither Mulholland nor Ma- 
comber would reveal the locations of any of their findings 
for fear of vandalism. 


“There’s a chance that the Native Americans lived very 
prominently in Stockbridge,” Mulholland says. ““We may 
be able to look at the ways they lived, combining their tra- 
ditional lifestyle with how the Europeans lived.” 


The site includes a fire hearth, preserved seeds and 
1,300 charred bones apparently left over from dining. The 
clues offer insights into what people ate, Mulholland says. 

Other evidence from the sites found by both the Boston 


BaAvac, hy 
A : ws 2/92 


University and UMass groups indicate what kinds of tools 
people used, evidence of structures they may have lived in 
and other signs of how they lived. 

Macomber says that Native Americans in the Berk- 
shires appear to be more closely linked to the Hudson 
Valley in New York state rather than the Connecticut 
Valley in Massachusetts. 

The types of stones -- called cherts -- used by the Native 
Americans for tools are similar to the stone tools used 
along the Hudson River. Mulholland says his findings 
were similar to Macomber’s. 

“What I believe we found is that a lot of the cultures 
along the Housatonic River were in more contact with the 
Hudson Valley than with eastern and central Massachu- 
setts.” 

Macomber based his findings largely on two important 
sites found in Tyringham and Lee. He says one of the sites 
may have been used as a place to make tools. Among the 
artifacts found was a prehistoric drill often used in work- 
ing with leather. 

Macomber and Mulholland -- both of whom praised 
Tennessee Gas for their interest in archeology -- say they 
plan to return to do more research at the more significant 
sites they uncovered. 

Between the evidence at the newly discovered sites, a dig 
going on in Great Barrington and fragments of informa- 
tion pieced together from other digs, Mulholland says 
archeologists may be able to re-create how people lived 
here and what their villages looked like. 

“Tt turns out that the Housatonic River Valley was occu- 
pied pretty extensiviey,” Macomber says. “Now that we’re 


_doing this work we’re going to find out more and more.” 


Lee evolves to 
tourist dollars 


Continued from page 1 

In surveying downtown Lee businesses, 
the average store estimated that 25 per- 
cent of its business came from tourism, 
says Golf Study Committee member He- 
len Gasparian. Surveyed restaurants esti- 
mated that between 30 and 75 percent of 
their business came from tourists. 

“I was surprised,” she says. “There’s al- 
ready more tourism in Lee than most 
people realize. Most people from around 
here think of Lee as a mill town, but that 
isn’t the case. We didn’t even get responses 
from all the restaurants, but we figured 
that 300,000 meals a year are served to 
tourists just in the places we spoke with. 
Lee is evolving into more of a tourist attrac- 
tion.” 

Town representatives gave informal 
approval to the Lee Golf Study Committee 


acres on Stockbridge Road for a golf 
course. The committee plans to proceed 
with a feasibility study for a municipal golf 
course costing about $14,000 funded by 
private contributions. 

While Bradbury and others say tour- 
ism’s role in the Lee economy needs to be 
elevated, she says the goal is more to com- 
plement the town’s industrial base than to 
replace it. With the departure of Westfield 
River Paper Co. in East Lee in February 
and the impending departure of E.C.H. 
Will Manufacturing Corp. on state Route 
102 later this year, Lee will have lost about 
120 manufacturing jobs this year. 

“J don’t think we should rely entirely on 
tourism, but it can help out,” Bradbury 

. “I don’t see manufacturing returning 
to the Northeast, let alone western Massa- 
chusetts.”” 

To help promote tourism, the Lee 
Chamber of Commerce published a bro- 
chure this year designed for tourists. 

The Lee Chamber of Commerce is also 
actively working with Williamstown bota- 
nist W. Scott Hoover Jr. to help build the 
New England Tropical Conservatory, an 
indoor rain-forest complex, in part be- 
cause of its potential as a tourist attraction. 

In addition, a Tasteful-Lee event was 
held last weekend designed to promote 
Lee’s 27 restaurants. 

“Tasteful-Lee is one event that exposes 
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to write a letter of intent to the owner of 117. 
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what we have to offer,” Bradbury Says. 

“Lee has a lot of places to eat that are 
moderately and low priced,” Gasparian 
says. “These days, a lot of people are inter- 


ested in that.” 
Located next to Stockbridge and Lenox 


-- long known as tourist-destination sites 
because of Tanglewood, Berkshire The- 
atre Festival, the Norman Rockwell Mu- 
seum and the towns’ historic features -- 
Lee has traditionally been known as the 
rte tourists go through to get somewhere 
else. 

“We’ve got to stop thinking about Lee 
like that,” Bradbury says. “Lee is the first 
stop people make in the Berkshires. We 
have bed-and-breakfasts, hotels, motels, 
restaurants. You can buy anything you 
want in Lee without leaving the town. 

“Tt isn’t going to take any great change to 
make an adjustment for more tourism 
other than the type of marketing that we do 
to attract people,” Bradbury says. 
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Berkshire Record, 


‘ Will Decide 
School Loan 


LEE — At their June 22 
meeting, selectmen agreed to call 
aspecial Town Meeting to decide 
whethertoloan the school district 

$68,104.50 for an energy saving 

project that, officials say, could 
save schools up to 20 percent on 
future electric bills. 

By having the town finance 
the project, which involves re- 
placing light fixtures at the 
town’s two schools, the school 
district could save $20,000, over 
six years, Superintendent Henry 
Zukowski said. 

Before the town can float a 
bond issue for the project, Se- 
lectman John DeVarrenes said, 
town representatives must vote 
to override Proposition 2 1/2 at 
the July 23 Town Meeting . 

According to Zukowski, the 


project will cost $145,255 with | 


the town’s financing and 
$155,255 iffinancing comes from 
an outside source. An estimated 

$77,000 for the project will 
come in the form ofa rebate from 
Northeast Utilities. 

The rebate, an incentive for 
energy conservation, will be 
withdrawn ifthe district has not 
secured financing by September, 
Zukowski said. 

Though he said it would be 
most desirable to finish the 
project by the opening of school 
in September, Zukowski said 
work could be delayed until 
winter vacation. 
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Frank Abbondanzio on his first day in Lee 


Town Hall. 
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By Ellen G. Lahr 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — Frank Abbondanzio, 
who began his job yesterday as 
Lee’s first town administrator, 
pledged to have an open-door 
policy. 

“The problem is I don’t have a 
door,’ Abbondanzio remarked 
jovially, as he consumed coffee 
and doughnuts yesterday morning 
at Town Hall with employees and 
elected officials who gathered to 
welcome him to town government. 

In fact, Abbondanzio doesn’t 
even have an office yet. The Se- 
lectmen haven't yet had an office 
built for him in Town Hall, so 
yesterday Abbondanzio shared 
the Selectmen’s meeting room 
with their secretary, Pauline Pol- 
lard 


Getting his feet wet 


The plan is for an office to be 
constructed within the large 
meeting room, and last night 
sealed bids were opened for the 
job. 
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Abbondanzio foes over 
as Lee’s first administrator 
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resources we have. ... 


On the job 
Abbondanzio takes over 
as Lee’s first administrator 


It’s like ; 


Meanwhile, Abbondanzio spent 
yesterday meeting with the Se. 
lectmen, the Assessors and other 
town officials to get his feet wet 
in the ways and needs of Lee, 

Formerly the executive secre. - 
tary for the town of Montague for 
12 years, he isn’t the least bit put 
off by the pile of matters requir- 
ing his attention that the Select- 
men had waiting for him when he 
arrived: computer questions 
street numbering, the closing of 
the old town landfill, the police 
task force recommendations, hir- 
ing a new assistant, development 
of the industrial park, and myriad 
other issues. 

“I see it as a real strong sign of 
support and commitméht to this 
position,” said Abbondanzio, 


He said he sees his role as that 
of a manager in a multimillion- 
dollar corporation, with the Se- 
lectmen setting policy and he 
implementing their objectives. 

“One of the reasons why towns 
go to the town administrator form 


LEE, continued on BS 


of government is that part-time 
people just don’t have time to go 
to the next level of administra- 
tion,” he said. “Another role I 
have is to get the most of the 


any business.” 

Unlike the executive secretary 
position in Montague, the town 
administrator job allows him 
greater latitude and authority in 
town, he said. 


Abbondanzio has broad knowl- 
edge of grant programs, and 
wants to tap into a federal pro- 
gram that might provide funds for 
development of the industrial 
park’s infrastructure. He said he 
is impressed with the efforts of 
the Planning Board and the Lee 
Community Development Corp. in 
outlining plans for the industrial 
park. 

He wants to implement a uni- 
form budgeting process for the 
town. 


Until he and his wife sell their 
house in Montague, he will live in 
an apartment in South Lee dur- 
ing the week and return home on 
the weekends, he said. They will 
eventually move to Lee with their 
7-year-old son. 


—— 


? 
; 
i 


3 ilding a new Berkshire 


Growing Latino population 
adjusting to life in the U.S. 


By Ellen G. Lahr 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


_ LEE — Willyer Lopez’s vacation to 
the United States became a permanent 
relocation when he found out he could 
earn four times as much money here as 
in his native Colombia. 

That was in 1970. Ten years later, his 
brother Rigoberto followed and brought 
his family. Their nephew, Carlos Sal- 
azar, joined them in the mid-1980s. 


“None of us makes $50,000 a year yet, 
but that is because we don’t have a 
profession,” said Salazar, now 28, who 
lives and works at Wheatleigh inn in 
Stockbridge with Willyer. “But still, the 
money is good compared to our country. 
We can make a decent living.” 

Emilio Correa, and his wife, Rosa 
Elena Salazar, who live in Lee, left 
Colombia in the mid-1980s with the goal 
of making enough money to pay off 
debts that had mounted at home. They 
said it was impossible to get ahead 
there, since a piece of meat cost almost 
what he earned in a day as a salesman. 
Now Emilio works as a dishwasher at 
Wheatleigh; she is a housekeeper. They 
say their debts are paid off. 


The Colombians who have settled in 
Lee, Stockbridge and Great Barrington 
are among a growing number of Latin 
Americans who have left their countries 
in search of economic opportunities. 
South County’s economic boom in the 
mid-1980s was a draw for many who are 
here now. 


Salvadorans are also relocating here 
in increasing numbers, leaving behind 
the civil war that has crippled their 
country. Mexicans, Ecuadorans and 
other Latin Americans are also repre- 
sented here. According to the 1990 US. 
Census, Berkshire County’s Hispanic 
population rose by 60 percent during 
the 102M: Pittsfield’s Hispanic popula- 


tion doubled during that same time 
frame. 

Some came here after first living in 
New York City or Florida; others came 
directly here after relatives were estab- 
lished. 

Not all are working here legally, but 
those interviewed for this article said 
they have proper immigration papers. 


Adding diversity 

Initially blending in unnoticed, Latin 
Americans are becoming more promi- 
nent, adding cultural diversity to Berk- 
shire County’s overwhelmingly white 
population. And they represent a new 
market for everything from English 
language instruction to their- favorite 
Latin liqueur. 

St. Mary’s Church in Lee now cele- 
brates Mass in Spanish one Sunday 
each month, with a Spanish-speaking 
priest from Holyoke. And Lee High 
School’s adult education program has 
received a grant to implement courses 
in English as a second language this 
year. Aguar Diente, a licorice liqueur 
from Colombia, has cropped up on the 
shelves of South County package stores. 

The Hispanic influx here also drew 
the interest last December of the Im- 
migration and Naturalization Service, 
whose investigators paid surprise visits 
to many South County restaurants in 
search of illegal aliens. No one was 
arrested, but a number of workers were 
reportedly fired by nervous employers. 


Language barrier 


The language barrier — and, more 
recently, the lingering recession of 
Berkshire County — has meant that 
many Latin Americans are working at 
one or more jobs far below their actual 
skill levels to make ends meet. Women 
who had maids in their home country 
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Natives of Colombia, these Berkshire area residents gather on the 
steps of St. Mary’s Church in Lee, which has recently added a 
Spanish-language Mass to accommodate a growing population. 
Clockwise from top are Gonzalo Bermudez; Luis Fernandes; his 
wife, Elsa Fernandes; German Bermudez and his baby, Angela 
Maria; and his wife, Liliana Bermudez. 


The Rev. Paul Manship of Sa- 


Latinos find home 
i the Berkshires 


HISPANIC, from B1 


ire now cleaning the homes of 
‘Americans, often at wages lower 
than their American counter- 
parts, 

For example, Rigoberto Lopez, 
4, of Lee, was a bank vice presi- 
dent in Colombia, but now works 
n the furniture department at 
Catsby’s in Great Barrington. His 
mite Works at Barrington Court 
Otel, Their two teen-agers will 
"€ Seniors at Lee High School 
ext year, 

ma Fernandes, 34, of Great 
Cone ran a shoe factory in 
Pe but here he works two 
in i One at Big Y in Great Bar- 
hie and the other at Hous- 
is  edabeali His wife, Elsa, 
i ome with their two chii- 
Ty es and 9 months. 

3 © for new experience,” 
Aiess Fernandes after a recent 
is ae St. Mary’s. “This country 
Start a opportunity for jobs and 
Siti hew life. I like my country, 
¥ Want new experience.” 

; Hise Bermudez, 34, who was 
Program ee! motel management 
comin h In Colombia before 
' Ouse | ere, works at the Pizza 
Bicron pre Barrington and at 
Onn, lectronics in Canaan, 
leach, © Wife, Liliana, a former 


fachep and if 
je yu i 
mbia, ne blic accountant in 


heip 


Rosa Elena Salazar, who had 
her own housekeeper in Colom- 
bia, said that when she began 
working, it was “very difficult.” 
After a while, she said, she got to 
know the people she works for. 
She likes them and is treated 
Well, she said. 


Service positions 


In general, Hispanics are 
working in service-oriented jobs 
that don’t require a broad 
knowledge of English: in nursing 
homes, restaurant kitchens, mo- 
tels. A number work at Hous- 
atonic Curtain Co. and Country 
Curtains in Lee, and at Balgen 
Machine Co. in West Stockbridge. 


Rosa Elena Salazar said she 
and her husband were hired by 
“one employer at $7 per hour for a 
job that lasted several weeks. 
When they got their paychecks, 
they were paid at $6 per hour, 
and they quit. 

“Americans know we are im- 
migrants and we need the jobs,” 
she said in halting English. “And 
not everybody complains,” she 
Said, in part because they don’t 
know enough English to argue, 
she said. 


Some have mastered English 
and established themselves in 
positions equal to those they left 
behind: German Bermudez’s 
brothers, Gonzalo and Guillermo, 
both obtained advanced degrees 
in this country and are now 


teachers at Hoosac School in 
Hoosick, N.Y. 
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Gonzalo Bermudez, 44, who now 
teaches French, Spanish and 
‘Latin, was previously a professor 
‘in Colombia, where he earned the 
‘equivalent of $200 per month, he 
said. Working here, he said, he 
makes 10 times as much. 

Three years ago, he visited his 
family in Colombia, he said, and 
‘was reminded of the many people 
who live in poverty. A few fami- 
\lies control the goods and indus- 
‘try. of the country, he said. 

“The main topic of conversa- 
tion among the middle clas was 
“Did you eat today? Do you have 
food?’” he said. “Here it’s taken 
for granted you’ll have lunch or 
dinner.” 

Still, Bermudez and others 

speak fondly of their country, the 
family members there and the 
culture: the food, music and 
dancing. 
* Judy Tremblay, supervisor of 
nursing at Berkshire Hills North 
nursing home in Lee, said several 
Salvadorans work at the nursing 
home. She said they are ex- 
tremely hard-working and well- 
educated people who speak and 
read some English. They work as 
orderlies and nursing aides, she 
said. 


Red tape 


Their job applications came in 

|| about three years ago, and she 
has since learned about the red 
tape involved in maintaining 


their working papers. A stable 


work situation is a prerequisite 
for permanent residency, she 
said, so they are highly motivated 
in their jobs. 

Their biggest need appears to 
be legal advice, she said. 

“They could really use an im- 
migration lawyer around here,” 


oston or New York City.” 


cred Heart Parish in Holyoke has 


gotten to know many Latin Amer- ~ 


icans, and said many came here 
to escape the poverty in their 
countries. B 
“Most have some professional 
basis but the language barrier 


and other obstacles perhaps keep 


them from using those talents to 
their full extent,” said Manship. 
“I think it’s a struggle, but for 
many it’s a lot easier here than 
where they came from.” 


He commended St. Mary’s for 
reaching out to the Hispanic 
community and attempting to in- 
corporate them into the parish. 

When they aren’t working, they 
are socializing. The men play 
soccer several times a week at 
the Park Street field in Stock- 
bridge; they get together at Rig- 
oberto Lopez’s house for poker or 
Dominoes; they also bicycle reg- 


| ularly. 


One apartment building on 
Main Street in Lee is occupied 
mostly by Colombians who visit 
daily, caring for each others’ ba- 
bies, sharing meals, throwing 


| baby showers and sipping Aguar 


Diente, a favorite Colombian li- 
queur. 


‘Wonderful tenants’ 


Lee Town Clerk Patricia D. 
Carlino, who owns the building at 
137 Main St., said the Colombians 
are “wonderful tenants” who 
work hard, pay their rent faith- 
fully and take good care of the 
property. 

Liliana Bermudez, 32, who is 


| married to German Bermudez 
'and the niece of Rosa Salazar, 


left her job as a public account- 


| ant in a large American company 


in Cali, Colombia, to further her 
education in the United States. 


She first went to Mid-Florida 
Institute in Orlando, Fla. But, 
homesick for her family, she re- 
located to Berkshire County at 
her aunt’s urging. She took some 
graduate classes at the University 
of Massachusetts in Amherst, 
then she met and married Ger- 
man. She suspended her studies 
after becoming pregnant. They 
now have a 5-week-old baby girl. 

For her, the adjustment has 
been difficult. She misses her 
family, and her relatively com- 
fortable lifestyle in Colombia. She 
too went from having a maid 
there to being one here. 

“Inside you can’t imagine what 
I feel,” she said, “Because if you 
go to my mother’s house, the 


maid brought me breakfast in 
bed.” 
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Librarians practice 
salvaging wet books 
| 

| 


By ELSIE OSTERMAN 
and BEATRICE 0’QUINN 


If practice makes perfect, a 
dozen librarians in the region are 
now experts in saving books, 
printed material, records and film 
that could easily be destroyed by 
any deluge of water. 

Following a step-by-step slide 
presentation, the librarians took 


to the lawn of the Connecticut 
, Valley Historical Museum Friday 
| to salvage 300 discarded books 

‘that had been drenched with 

| water spewed from a garden hose 
_ the previous day. 

The intentional “book flooding” 
provided specimens for the book 
and archive preservation 
workshop conducted by Gregor 
Trinkaus-Randall, collection man- 
agement consultant for the state 
Board of Library Commissioners. 

Guy McLain, director of the 
Springfield Library and Museums 
Archives, said “Hopefully, by sac- 
rificing a few discarded books for 
a conservation workshop we can 
save thousands of books that can 
be destroyed by a real natural di- 
saster.” 

McLain explained that when 
books are damaged by a flood or 
; doused by water after a fire they 
curl, pucker and swell and if not 
preserved are unusable. 

“In these days of shrinking bud- 
gets, a loss of even 200 books due 
to a natural disaster is a loss that 
can't be easily replaced,” he said. 

Armed with waxed paper, 
unprinted newsprint and fans, the 
, librarians dug into the pile of 
' books, wrapping each with waxed 

paper to prevent “bleeding” of 

colors and stacking them into 
plastic milk crates. 
Trinkaus-Randall called the 
' crates ideal because they are 
light-weight and allow air to cir- 
culate through the damaged 
books. The newsprint is the best 
and cheapest material for absor- 
» bency. 
After sheets of newsprint were 
placed between 30-page sections 
of each volume, the books were 
placed before a fan to keep the 
air circulating and quicken the 
, drying process, also helped by the 
|, heat of the sun. 
Trinkaus-Randall told the group 
if the drying process could not 
| begin quickly, or if there were too 
, Many books to be salvaged within 
| a reasonable length of time, they 
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Hopefully, by sacrific- 
ing a few discarded 
books for a conser- 
vation workshop we 
can save thousands of 
books that can be de- 
stroyed by a real natu- 
ral disaster. 


Guy McLain 
Library director 
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could be stored in the milk crates 
in any freezer until drying by 
hand could be accomplished. 

In the case of extremely large 
numbers of soaked or dampened 
books or when the books are 
bound in leather, he recommended 
they be sent out to be freeze-dried 
by a professional conservator. 

If leather-bound books are air- 
dried, he said, “You can trash the 
bindings if they are not valuable, 
and rebind the volume.” 

He also recommended that each 
library, museum or archive have 
a plan in place, just in case, “be- 
fore any disaster strikes.” 

To preserve film and mi- 
crofiche, Trinkaus-Randall recom- 
mended they be placed, still wet, 
in plastic bags and sent to a film 
processor to be salvaged. 

While the work is labor-inten- 
sive, Trinkaus-Randall said, “a lot 
of what must be done is common 
sense.” 

McLain said the books were 
“flooded” 24 hours before the 
workshop to simulate a real natu- 
ral disaster where books would 
not be retrieved until the building 
was deemed safe, which may take 
hours or days. 

The museum has not suffered a 
natural disaster in the past, he 
said, but a branch library at one 
time had a pipe burst and flood 
the basement. 

Most of the books flooded were 
outdated almanacs, encyclopedias, 
travel guides or damaged library 
books. 


(Son eae baie M Murray 
ET — Guy McLain, director of the Springfield Library and 
Museums Archives, turns a garden hose on a pile of books on the 
lawn of the Connecticut Valley Historical Museum in 
onstrate drying techniques . 
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DRYING OUT — Georgia Massucco library director of the Lee Li- 
brary, and Jane Gebeau, head of technical services at the Wilbra- 
ham Library, show the proper way to dry wet books in a step-by- 
step presentation at the Connecticut Valley Historical Museum. 


_ By Ellen G. Lahr 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


_ LEE — The Selectmen have 
‘declared that the Tyringham 
Road bridge is safer than they 
‘were led to believe two weeks 
ago. 

Previously, in discussing plans 
to replace the old bridge, Massa- 
chusetts Highway Department of- 
ficials had told the Selectmen 


has a safety rating of 5 on a scale 
of 1 to 100. The low rating had 
alarmed the Selectmen and resi- 
dents of the area, and there was 
‘talk about the risk of school buses 
crossing the bridge. 

--‘ At the Selectmen’s weekly 
meeting Monday night, however, 
Selectman Martin H. Deely said 
he and Selectman John E. De- 
“Varennes met with state engi- 
-neers again last week and were 
“told the rating of 5 was based on 
sa field evaluation done by engi- 
‘neers in Lenox. 

* That rating was lower than one 
» given by a state bridge evaluation 
‘team that did a more extensive 
‘evaluation. Deely said that rating, 
-made within the past few years, 
_lists the bridge at 29.5, said Deely. 
>: Deely said highway officials 
=weren’t touting the poor condi- 
“tion of the bridge in order to 
{promote the replacement plan, 
which has met with opposition 
-from residents who live nearby. 


: ‘No push-push’ 


* “We’ve had no ‘push-push’ from 
“anybody,” said Deely, in defense 
sof the state Highway Depart- 
ment’s District 1 highway engi- 
neer, Ross Dindio. “They’ve been 
yery responsive.” 

* “No one’s trying to push any- 
thing down anyone’s throat,” said 
DeVarennes. 

* News that the bridge is safer 
than previously thought means 
there is less pressure to replace 
the old bridge immediately, a 
plan nearby residents are actively 
fighting. 

: The state wants to remove the 
existing bridge and build another 
one just downstream from the 
present location. 

* But abutters want the old 
bridge replaced in the same spot 
pith a “footprint” bridge, even 


that the Tyringham Road bridge 
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though it could mean a construc- | 
tion delay of one to two years. 
Selectmen Chairman Diane P. 
Roosa backs that plan as well. 


Even though the Selectmen are 
divided in their preferences, they 
have agreed to talk to state offi- 
cials to determine if a footprint 
bridge can be built. 

Tyringham Road residents 
came to the Selectmen’s meeting 
again Monday night to check on 
the status of talks with the state. 


Dam in good shape 


In other business Monday night, 
the Selectmen received notifica- 
tion that the Goose Pond Dam, 
owned by Westfield River Paper 
Co., is generally in good condi- 
tion. 

An investigator from the dam 
safety division of the Department 
of Environmental Management 
recommended several improve- 
ments to the dam and the paper 
company’s emergency response 
system, but gave the bridge a rat- 
ing of 4 on a scale of 5. 

Westfield River Paper Co. 
closed its Forest Street mill in 
February and consolidated oper- 
ations with its main mill in Rus- 
sell. Since then residents who 
live around Goose Pond have met 
to discuss how and whether they | 
should take over the dam. 

The Selectmen have been in- 
vited to a Chamber of Commerce 
breakfast on July 9 at 7:30 a.m. at 
the Black Swan Inn. The meeting 
will include an informational 
discussion about a proposal to 
locate the New England Tropical 
Conservatory in Lee. 

The indoor rain forest facility 
was to have been associated with 
the proposed Massachusetts Mu- 
seum of Contemporary Art in 
North Adams, but its would-be 
founder is now looking elsewhere 
because of the museum’s uncer- 
tain future. 
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Lee painter ordered to clean up lot 

LEE — The Selectmen are ordering painting contractor Robert 
DuPont to clean up his property at the corner of East and Robert 
streets within 30 days or face court action. i 

At their Monday night meeting, the Selectmen said they have 
continued to receive complaints about the lot, which has been empty 
since the DuPont house burned down more than a year ago. 

Unregistered vehicles, wood debris and other items were left on the 
property for months, and this spring the Selectmen ordered DuPont to 
clean up the eyesore. Unsatisfied with progress to date, on Monday the 
board reiterated the order and a letter is being sent. 

Lois Brown, who lives across the street from the DuPont property, 
said yesterday that conditions on the property haven’t improved, and 
that DuPont appears to be depositing more things on the property. 

She said there are shingles, an unregistered cherry picker-type 
vehicle on the property, a motor home, an unregistered car, lumber 
and other items. 

Brown said she is surprised to have learned how little a person can 
do to get a neighbor to clean up his property. 

“It’s not an easy proposition,” said Brown. 

DuPont couldn’t be reached yesterday forcomment. 
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Lenox, Lee ponder 
sharing emergency 


dispatch service 


By Ellen G. Lahr 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — Emergency personnel 
in Lee and Lenox are mulling the 
possibility of sharing an emer- 
gency dispatcher when both 
towns adopt the 911 system. 

“Right now we’re just weighing 
all the options of how we could 
handle this,” said Daniel Clifford, 
head custodian-dispatcher for the 
fire and ambulance services in 
Lenox. 

Another option, he said, would 
be to have fire and ambulance 
calls dispatched by the Berkshire 
County communications office in 
Pittsfield. Lenox Police calls are 
already handled by the county 
office. 

Kenneth LaBier, head of the 
Lee Ambulance Squad, said yes- 
terday Lenox is considering hav- 
ing its fire and ambulance calls 
handled by the Lee dispatching 
office, located in the basement of 
Town Hall. Lee dispatchers han- 
dle all of the town’s emergency 
calls. 

LaBier and Clifford both said 
any changes that take place are 
still “a year or two” away. 
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Clifford said Lenox officials are 
considering handing over the 
dispatching task to Lee in order 
to free up three full-time custo- 
dian dispatchers who work out of 
the Lenox Fire Department. 
Lenox is hard-pressed for emer- 
gency medical technicians, and 
the town has agreed to train the 
three custodian-dispatchers as - 
EMTs. j 

“The feeling is its more im- 
portant that, if we want to retain 
employees, they should be going 
to the calls, not just answering 
phones,” Clifford said. “We have 
a shortage of emergency people. 
People have less time to volun- 
teer.” 

LaBier said Lee is receptive to 
handling Lenox’s emergency 
calls, though Lenox would have to 
pay for the service. 


Many of the details have yet to 
be worked out because the state 
has not yet released final guide- 
lines and regulations for the 
proposed new system. 

“T think it would work out very 
well,” LaBier said. “There would 
be no problem with us handling 
rye 
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LEE — Lee Central School Prin- 
cipal Stephen A. Cozzaglio and the 
eighth-grade staff presented aca- 
demic, vocational, music, and phys- 
ical education awards to the eighth 


grade graduating students at a rec- 


ognition night. 

The awards ceremony was June 
18. 

Lee Police Officer Adtian Koh- 
lenberger, who as an eighth grade 
‘Student at Lee Central in 1975 re- 


|. ceived the Citizenship Award, pre- 


| 
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sented the 1992 citizenship silver 
pins to Crista Carter and Shannon 
‘ Plaquet, and a certificate to Patricia 
Schwab. 

PTO President Jeanne Davidson 


presented the PTO volunteer award 
to Kirsten Barnatchez. 

Special presentations were made 
to Denise Scheureer, Dawn Fillio 
and Brian Schaffer for their dedica- 
tion and volunteerism to Lee Central 
School. They received certificates, 
and their names will be placed on 
the WE CARE plaque in the 
school’s office foyer. 

Those presented silver pins for 
excellence were: 

Cecily Gould, reading; Vaishali 
Patel, penmanship; April Hubbard, 
spelling and English; Jonathan 
Geldert, math, science and art; Mi- 
chael Spalinger and Sean Burtt, in- 
strumental; 

Also, Tracy Harford, academic 
achievement; Marni Nicholas and 
Daryl Roberts, sportsmanship; and 
Kirsten Barnatchez, history. 

The Daughters of the American 
Revolution Award was presented to 
Jason Koboszka. 
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Lee Central School Has Cere 
To Give Awards to Graduating Students 
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Burtt, history; Sean Burtt, LCS Na- 
tional Geographic Geography Spell- 
ing Bee winner; 

Also, Shannon Plaquet, art; Sean 
Burtt, Shannon Plaquet, Patricia 
Schwab, Cecily Gould, April Strick- 
land, Jennifer Felten, and Jonathan 
Geldert, home economics; and Kurt 
Baluk, industrial arts. 

Receiving certificates 
were: 

James Moffatt, Joseph Kinan, 
Sean Burtt, and Michael Spalinger, 
concert and jazz bands; 

Also, April Hubbard, Sarah Ryan, 
Kimberly Wheeler, Jaime Rauch, 
Joshua Davidson, Tabitha Martin, 
Shannon Plaquet, Laura Reber, and 
Matthew Tyer, band; 

Also, James Moffatt, Joseph 
Dinan, Sean Burtt, and Michael 
Spalinger, Western Mass. Instru- 
mental District Festival; James 
Moffatt, Joseph Dinan, Sean Burtt, 


in music 
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University of Mass. Youth Wind 
Ensemble; and Joshua Davidson, 
most improved musician. f 

Presidential Academic Fitness 
Awards for achieving at least an 85 
average in all academic subjects and 
scoring at least in the 80th percen- 
tile on a national standardized test 
were presented to: 

Kirsten Barnatchez, Regina 
Brazee, Sean Burtt, Timothy DiM- 
ario, Joseph Dinan, Jonathan 
Geldert, Cecily Gould, April Hub- 
bard, Jason Kokoszka, Tabitha 
Martin, Michelle McFarlin; 

Also, Holly McMahon, James 
Moffatt, Marni Nicholas, Nina Pi- 
xley, Shannon Plaquet, Patricia 
Schwab, Jessica Sinopoli, and Mi- 
chael Spalinger. 

The extraordinary effort to 
achieve academic excellence awards 
went to Kurt Baluk and Vaishali 
Patel. 
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The Golden Hammer for excel- 
lence in industrial arts was pre- 
sented to Brian Poirier; physical 
education trophies for excellence to | 
Holly McMahon and Kurt Baluk; 
and silver scissors for excellence in 
home economics to Tabitha Martin. 


ae Certificates were presented to: 
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Jonathan Geldert, Marni Nicholas | 
and Timothy DiMario, reading; 
Crista Carter, Jason Kokoszka and 
Jonathan Geldert, penmanship; 
Cecily Gould, Berkshire Eagle 
spelling bee; 

Also, Jason Kokoszka, Cecily 
Gould and James Moffatt, English; 
Cecily Gould, Sean Burtt, Joseph 
Dianan, Jason Kokoszka, and James 
Moffat, math average; 

x Also, Joseph Dinan, Jonathan 
Geldert, Cecily Gould, Regina 
Brazee, and Sean Burtt, New Eng- 
land math league; Joseph Dinan and 
Cecily Gould, science; 

Also, April Hubbard and Sean 


Lee, Lenox finalize plans 
to field co-op grid team 


LEE — The Massachusetts Interscholastic Athletic Associa- 
tion has given the OK for Lee and Lenox high schools to form a 
cooperative football team beginning this September, pending 
official approval from the principals of the schools in the 
Kosior League, in which the Wildcats compete in football. 

Lee High Principal Richard Salinetti said he has already 
polled the other Kosior principals and has received their 
approval. All that remains, he said, is to get that approval in 
writing, plus the official sanction of both school committees. 

“It looks good,” he said. “Everyone realizes we’re not trying 
to build a powerhouse. We're just trying to keep our program 
alive. We have less than 150 boys in all four grades. That’s not a 
lot for a football and soccer program.” 

A co-op football team is one of several facets of cooperation 
that the two schools have recently been exploring. Lenox offers 
soccer and cross country in the fall, but has never fielded a 
football team. Lee High’s football team has been a strong 
contender in the Kosior League the past few years. 

“It's a way for players in Lenox who Participate in the youth 
football programs in that town to continue at this level,” said 
Lee athletic director Dick Lenfest. “We're not expecting a great 
influx of players, perhaps a handful. But it’s part of an effort to 
see where the two schools can share activities.” 

; “We'll have to monitor it carefully, to see what kind of impact 
it has on our other sports programs,” said Lenox athletic 
director Louis Bertocci. “But we're ready to go.” 

Bertocci said he has already spoken to several Lenox athletes 
who have expressed an interest in playing football in the fall. 
He said he was in the process of evaluating how many students 
would participate. Anyone entering the 9th through 12th grades 
at Lenox in the fall who is interested in playing football is 
asked to contact Bertocci at the school. 
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Lee Selectmen Consider 1-Year Delay 
To Weigh Repairs to Tyringham Bridge | 


By Suzanne King 


LEE — For the third week in 
a row selectmen put off making a 
decision about how to fix the 
Tyringham Road bridge. This 
time, they said at their June 29 
meeting, it might be a year or 
more before any progress is made. 

The bridge, which spans Green 
Water Brook, has a much higher 
safety rating than was previously 
believed. Selectman Martin Deely 
said the five rating, which he an- 
nounced at the June 22 
selectmen’s meeting, was a local 
field evaluation, not an official 
rating. Deely said the most recent 
evaluation, which was done two 
years ago, gave the bridge a rat- 
ing of 29 1/2. 

The scale goes from 0 to 100, 
100 being the safest rating. Se- 
lectmen were particularly con- 
cerned when they thought the 
ibridge had a five rating because 
that was only three points away 
from being closed down entirely. 
State officials will close a bridge 
with a two rating. 

“Since the rating is not a five,” 
Deely said, “I feel a little more 
secure in postponing the decision.” 

Deely said that police had been 
asked to be “vigilant” in enforcing 
the current weight limit while the 
town waits for the project to move 
forward. 

Selectmen said they will wait 
for Ross Dindio, District One 
highway engineer, to answer a 


letter they sent last week before 
they make a decision about how to 
move ahead on the bridge project. 

“We are going to wait until we 
get some answers,” said Chair- 
man Diane Roosa. “It looks like it 
is going to be a year or a year and 
a half.” 

The letter asks Dindio to an- 
swer Tyringham Road residents’ 
concerns about the bridge project. 
Written by Deely and Selectman 
John DeVarrenes, the letter asks 
for an updated field evaluation so 
that a current safety rating can be 
determined, and a proper weight 
limit can be posted on the bridge. 
The letter also asks whether an 
evaluation can be completed more 
quickly on an emergency basis; 
whether a “footprint” bridge (a 
bridge in the same place as the 
original) can be funded under the 
current replacement/Teconstruc- 
tion program; and how much it 
would cost to construct a tempo- 
rary bridge while a “footprint” 
bridge is built. 

The selectmen also ask Dindio 
which of the proposed plans for 
the new bridge he would recom- 
mend to complete construction the 
soonest. When the project started 
over a year ago, town officials were 
presented with three plans. One 
to replace the bridge with a “foot- 
print” bridge in the same place, 
another to move the bridge slightly 
and take a small piece of private 
property and another to move the 
bridge and take several houses. 


The bridge program will be paid 
for by 20 percent state and 80 
' percent federal funding . 
Abutters at the selectmen’s 
| meeting said they were notinvited 
i to meetings last year when the 
three plans were originally dis- 
cussed. 

“If we had been invited a year 
ago we would not have this lag in 
time,” Tyringham Road resident 
Kathy A. Grenon said. “We wasted 
a year and a half because we were 
not invited.” 

Roosa, whois the only one of the 
three current selectmen who was 
on the board when the bridge 
project was originally discussed, 
said she did not know if all of the 
abutters had been invited to the 
initial meetings. Roosa said state 
highway officials had been in 
charge of the original meetings 
and suggested that they be con- 
tacted to see if they had notified 
the abutters. 

If the abutters had not been 
notified, and legally should have 
been, Roosa said the town might 
have to “start from square one. 
The state proposal for the bridge, 
to move it slightly downstream 
and take two-tenths of an acre of 
private property, has met with 
considerable opposition because it 
involves straightening a sharp 
curve in the road that residents 
claim forces traffic to slow down. 
If the curve is taken out, they say, 
traffic will go even faster through 
the residential area. 
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come back to buy fuel,” he said at 
last night’s meeting in the Airoldi 
building. 

“What about the good food and 
pretty waitresses? That ought to 
count for something,” said Tri- 
Town Sanitarian Peter Kolodziej. 


Hunter said he can’t afford to 
set aside more than 30 percent of 
his restaurant for non-smokers. 


Review planned 


To address special cases like 
Hunter’s, the board agreed to re- 
view the policy in six months. If 
hardships exist, they will imple- 
ment some kind of special excep- 
tions, they agreed. 


“There’s no one more opposed 
to smoking than I am,” said board 
member Ann Beacco of Stock- 
bridge “But I don’t want to put 
anyone out of business.” 


will meet with Hunter before 
Sept. 1 to explore ways to im- 
plement the policy at the truck 
stop without causing economic 
hardship. 

The smoking ban will also 
eliminate the presence of ciga- 
rette vending machines in the 
three towns in a move aimed at 
cutting down on illegal sales to 
minors. The regulations also call 
for issuing a $100 permit to stores 
that sell tobacco products. The 
board agreed that the proceeds 
from that money should be used 
for education about smoking 
hazards. 

At a public hearing held June 
25, several restaurant owners ob- 
jected to the new regulations, 
saying their businesses would 
suffer. 

But Kolodziej, who has aggres- 
sively pursued the smoking ban, 


Ss no-smo 


: aware that town boaru-mecungys 
} are open to the public; others are 
intimidated about confronting 

‘ town officials with their concerns. 


* Plans bulletin 


Castronova said he intends to 
organize a group of interested 
citizens to prepare a regular bul- 
letin that would be available at 
the Lee Library. Many of the 
people he mentioned are among 
those who have been attending 
the Monday night Selectmen’s 
meeting in growing numbers, to 
observe and comment on the 
board’s activities. 

Castronova has been an avid 

4 defender of the state’s Open 
Meeting Law and has fought the 
q Selectmen repeatedly for access 


+ to minutes of executive session 
meetings. y 
He said he continues to be | 


frustrated with what he said are 
unposted meetings, private meet- 
ings that should be public, and 
with the Selectmen’s response to 
efforts to eliminate the town rep- 
resentative form of government. 


In a non-binding referendum 
question at the annual election in 
May, voters favored eliminating 
town representative government, 
but at the annual town meeting, 
representatives refused to vote 
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repaired, he said. 


Such information would be part 
of the bulletin he would like to 
have printed, said Castronova. 


“There are many things that 
would probably be embarrassing 
to town officials,” he said. 


7 GAY vo 
rd Yee church restoration 


Restorations Inc. has started work on the latest phase 
of the ambitious renovation of First Congregational 
| Church on Park Place in Lee. The congregation awarded 
the Pittsfield firm a $118,000 contract in late June to 
restore the tower of the historic church, and the work is 
scheduled to be completed in September. 

To acquaint the public with the overall project, a series 
of open meetings with a slide show and discussion called 
The miracle on Park Place, Lee: How we are Saving a na- 
tional historic monument is being held every Saturday at 
10:30 a.m. through August at the church. 
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said the board has been inun- 
dated with data and information 
on the subject and “hasn’t seen 
any data to support that.” 

Board members Harold T. Bux- 
ton and Marie V. Feder of Lenox 
said only four business owners in 
Lenox predicted the ban would 
hurt them financially. Those were 
Friendly, Burger King, Eastover 
Resort and the Five Chairs. Most 
establishments in the town sup- 
port the regulations, they said. 

Joann Woo, co-owner of the 
Luau Hale restaurant, objected to 
a complete smoking ban, saying 
people come out to dinner at her 
restaurant to relax. If smoking is 
part of relaxing for them, they 
should be allowed to do so, she 
said. She said the restaurant is 
currently following state regula- 
tions requiring a 50-50 split of 
smoking and non-smoking seats. 
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king policy 


But board member Donald L. 
Reinhard asked her, “What’ll you 
do when a longtime employee has 
chronic emphysema or lung can- 
cer and takes legal action against 
you? That’s what’s happening to- 
day.” 

Board members agreed that, 
during the first year, they won’t 
be looking for violators of the 
new regulations in order to im- 
pose fines. Instead, they hope to 
help people comply, they said. 

Hunter, however, was not op- 
timistic. He said his business is 
already suffering because of the 
recession and the resulting drop 
in trucking activity. 

Smoking truckers who need to 
fuel up and have a meal will just 
drive a few miles west to Depot 
22 in Canaan, N.Y. 

“If we lose any gallons, it will 
hurt,” he said. 


Berkshire Eagle Staff “Were looking into ... finding 


LEE — School officials are 
considering a marketing and 
public relations effort to counter 
what they say is an unwarranted 
“image problem” and a loss of 
students under the school choice 
program. 

“We feel we have a pretty good 
school, yet there is an image of 
Lee High School that may be 
somewhat less positive than some 
of the other schools,” said Super- 
intendent Henry T. Zukowski. 
“The.term ‘mill town’ keeps com- 
ing up, with a connotation that’s 
negative.” 

Lee’s strong vocational and 
athletic programs have long 
overshadowed the academic as- 
sets of the school, its almost non- 
existent dropout rate, advanced 
placement classes and the top 
colleges attended by many of its 
graduates, said Zukowski and 
School Committee Chairman 
Carol E. LePrevost. 


Perceived as ‘jock school’ 


The School Committee’s re- 
sponse is like the response of any 
business in similar circum- 
stances: Get a marketing study 
done and publicize the amenities 
of the Lee school system. On 
Tuesday night, the committee 
heard a preliminary presentation 
from James Johnson of Mischke/ 
Johnson & Co., a Great Barring- 


the reaction of students and staff 
regarding the school, determining 
what our strong points are and 
identifying areas where there’s a 
need for improvement,” said 
Zukowski. “Then let’s find out 
what the reaction of people will 
be by publicizing that informa- 
tion.” 


LePrevost and Zukowski said ~ -- 


the school had four National 
Merit scholars in its graduating 
class this year, and that a number 
of students attended colleges 
such aseAmherst, Villanova and 
the University of Colorado. 

But such facts are largely over- 
looked, they said, and instead, 
Lee is often perceived as a “jock 
school,” or as a trade school. 

Zukowski said Lee has gradu- 
ates who are doctors, lawyers, 
military career officers, as well as 
people in the trades. 


“We take a great deal of pride, 


in the number of graduates who 
are working successfully in the 
trades,” said Zukowski. “We don’t 
look down in the working person, 
but maybe other people do.” 

LePrevost said yesterday that 
“school choice has made educa- 
tion a business, we’re vying for 
students.” So a sophisticated ap- 
proach is needed to improve the 
school’s standing among its com- 
petitors, she said. 
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Last year, Lee schools experi- 
enced a net gain of students un- 
der school choice, but next year, 
the school system stands to lose 
students, said Zukowski. 

Eleven Otis students — includ- 
ing three in high school — at- 
tending Lee under a tuition ar- 
rangement have instead chosen to 
attend Searles Middle School and 
Monument Mountain Regional 
High School in Great Barrington, 
said Zukowski. j 

Next year the high school pop- 
ulation is expected to drop to 280, 
down from 309 this year. 

Qne student who has chosen to 
attend Monument Mountain is the 
daughter of Otis School Commit- 
tee Chairman Denise Gould. 

Asked why her daughter se- 
lected Monument Mountain, 
Gould replied that the school has 
a wider variety of academic 
course offerings. 

“Lee doesn’t have the base of 
students to justify the type of 
courses Monument can offer,” she 
said. 

Gould said Lee High School of- 
fers strong programs, but “there 
is a strong emphasis on sports 
and that can overshadow the 
academics.” 

Gould’s committee took a con- 
troversial step this year in with- 
drawing from the School Super- 
intendency Union that included 
Otis, Lee and Tyringham. 

Otis left to form a regional el- 
ementary school with neighboring 
Sandisfield. Sandisfield already 
sends its students to Monument 
Mountain, and as a result, many 
Otis students may now take that 
school bus to Great Barrington. 

“I knew that would happen,” 
said LePrevost. “That’s why I was 
against it [Otis regionalization].” 

Zukowski said the Mischke/ 
Johnson proposal was just pre- 
liminary, and that he is investi- 
gating whether the School De- 
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partment must advertise for bids 
for a marketing study. The total 
cost of the Mischke/Johnson pro- 
posal is $12,600, he said. He said 
the board will take up the matter 
again at the Aug. 4 School Com- 
mittee meeting. 

Zukowski said: “Somewhere 
along the line we’d like to have 
the people in the community take 
pride in our educational pro- 
grams as much as I pride myself 
in what we are doing.” 

James K. Johnson, a partner in 
the Great Barrington marketing 
firm, said his company has 
worked for colleges and private 
schools such as Miss Hall’s in 
Pittsfield. Working on behalf of a 
public school would be new ter- 
ritory, he said. 


Private schools 


“There are some strategies that 
private schools employ that are 
applicable to public schools,” he 
said. 

One aim, for example, might be 
to garner the kind of public rec- 
ognition for academically suc- 
cessful students that is currently 
showered on strong athletes, he 
Said. 

According to his firm’s prelim- 
inary proposal, which is based 
largely on conversations with 
principals and administrators, 
some of the problems facing Lee 
include: 

> No separate middle school 
identity for 7th- and 8th-grade 
students, who attend Lee Central 
School with elementary students; 

> Lack of funding for staff po- 
sitions that could enhance extra- 
curricular activities, such as 
television shows or modern 
school newspaper; 


> The guidance department 
doesn’t offer a career day or a 
college fair; 

> Lee is perceived as a blue- 
collar mill town where education 
is not of primary importance; 

> Lee schools are perceived as 
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being more oriented toward 
sports than to academics; 

» Berkshire Hills Regional 
School District — Lee’s main 
competitor — is better funded, 
allowing for more extracurricular 
activities and more modern facil- 
ities; 

> Lee’s schools’ aren’t visible 
from any main thoroughfare. 

On the other hand, Johnson 
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reported: 

» Lee has produced three Na- 
tional Merit Scholarship finalists 
in the last two years, and its col- 
lege attendance and Scholastic 
Aptitude Test scores are compet- 
itive with other area schools; 

» Teachers and administrators 
are “professional and charis- 
matic” and enjoy close relation- 
ships with students. 
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Smoking Ban Passes 
In Tri-Town Region; 
6-Month Review Set 


By Suzanne King 

2/ 

LEE — No ifs, (ane f: utts 

about it: smokers days are num- 
bered. 

The Tri-Town Board of Health 
voted unanimously July 8 to adopt 
restrictive smoking regulations, 
but agreed to work with businesses 
that might have trouble comply- 
ing, and to review the regulations 
in six months. 

The regulations, which will ban 
smoking in public places in Lee, 
Lenox and Stockbridge, become 
effective September 1. 

After an hour of discussion, the 


_ board passed the regulations with 


only one amendment 7-0, with 

three members voting by proxy. 
The board also moved back the 

date the regulations will take ef. 


_ fect to September 1. Originally the 


regulations would have been ef- 


_ fective immediately. Many of the 


board members said businesses 
should be given more time to learn 
about and comply with the regula- 
tions. 

Local business owners who at- 
tended a June 25 public hearing 
about the proposed regulations , 
expressed concern that they 
would drive customers to towns 
with less stringent regulations. 
Board of health members discussed 
specific objections, raised at the 
hearing, but agreed to accept the 
strict regulations as they were 
written, saying if a business has 
trouble complying, town health 


| boards will be flexible . 


Reinhard, of the Lenox health 
board, “and we are going to work 
with them.” 

Marie Feder, of the Lenox Board 
of Health, said she would urge 
businesses with specific problems 
to come forward, even before Sep- 
tember. 

Board members did not specify 
exactly how they would accom- 
modate businesses with problems, 
but said they will look at each 
situation on an individual basis. 

Tri-town Health Department 
director Peter Kolodzieg said that, 
at least during the first year, “no 
one is going to be out looking to 
fine businesses” that fail to fully 
comply with the regulations . 

Kolodzieg urged the board to 
pass the regulations without 
making major modifications, say- 
ing a year’s worth of research had 
gone into writing them. 

“What I am saying is don’t back 
off now,” Kolodzieg said. “If after 
one year the board gets enough 
data to show that the 100 percent 
(smoking) restriction (in restau- 
rants) won’t work, then amend the 
regulations. ” 

The regulations call for restau- 
rants to be 70 percent smoke-free 
during the first year the regula- 
tions are in place, 85 percent 
nonsmoking by the second year, 
and fully nonsmoking by the third 
year. 

The board agreed toreview the 
regulations after six months in- 
stead of waiting a full year so that 
if modifications are needed, busi- 
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Division has applied to the state 
Department of Environmental 
Protection to increase the amount 
of water it takes from the Housa- 
tonic River, George T. O’Neill, 


. Mead’s environmental engineering 


manager said. 

O'Neill said the application, to 
increase the amount of water the 
company uses over the next five 
years from 2.24 million gallons to 
3.37 million gallons per day, was 
made on May 22. It is on file in the 
town clerk’s office. O’Neill does 
not know when the DEP will reply 
to the application. 


y 
“The volume we're asking for is \__ 
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X 
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just reflective of our increased“ 


production,” O'Neill said. 

O'Neill said 97 percent of the 
water the company uses is cleaned 
and returned to the river. 

“Weuse a very small percentage 
of the river’s total flow,” he added. 

The company must go through 
an application process every five 
years in order to exceed the water 
volume limit set by the state. 
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No Butts About It:Smoking's Banned 
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nesses will not be so adversely 
affected. 

“Nobody is more opposed to 
smoking than I am,” said Ann 
Beacco, of the Stockbridge Board 
of Health, who added that a year 
was too long to be a trial period. 
“But I don’t want to put anyone 
out of business.” 

Dan Hunter, whose family owns 
Diesel Dan’s restaurant in Lee, 
said the regulations will definitely 
hurt his business. In a survey, 
conducted at the restaurant over 
a four-day period, Hunter found 
that 73 percent of his customers 
smoked. , 

“In the restaurant business, the 
bottom line is the bottom line,” 
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Hunter said. “If I don’t have the 
business we won’t have to worry 
about people smoking in the res- 
taurant because there won’t be a 
restaurant.” 

Hunter joked that if the smok- 
ing regulations hurt his business 
too much, he would apply for a job 
on the board of health, because, he 
said, “I will have no income.” 

Ifthe smoking regulations were 
federal instead of municipal, he 
would not be concerned about los- 
ing business, Hunter said. But 64 
percent of his customers are truck 
drivers who can easily stop for gas 
in New York, where smoking 
regulations are not as strict. 

Beacco said Francis Pilling, also 
on the Stockbridge board, who was 
not at the meeting objected to the 
$100 fine which will be imposed on 
business that sell cigarettes to 
minors. Beacco asked for Pilling 
that the fine be lowered to $25, but 


the board voted six to one against 
lowering the fine. 
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By Suzanne King 


LEE — Twenty-two years ago 
David Bowers found ajob. In April 
he lost it. For two months he’s been 
looking for another one, but like 
9.5 percent of the population of 
Lee, he can’t find anything. 

Lee’s jobless rate ‘surpassed 
county, state and national aver- 
ages in May, and, as yet another 
local factory plans to close its doors 
at the end of the year, the future 
does not look very promising. 

Lee has had to endure a lot 
through this recession: layoffs at 
General Electric’s Pittsfield plant, 
the closing of the Westfield River 
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but I don’t see that at this point. 
The light at the end of the tunnel is 
growing dim.” 

For David Bowers, who had 
worked at GE for 22 years when he 
got his pink slip this spring, the 
tunnel seems never ending. 

“Hopefully I can land another 
job,” he said, “but there are people 
with bachelor degrees looking for 
janitorial jobs.” 

Bowers and his wife live in Lee 
with their four kids, ages 10, 9, 7 
and 2. With only unemployment 
benefits to live on it has been “a 
little bit tight,” Bowers said. 

“When you goin for a (job) inter- 
view, you don’t know. You just sit 
back and wait,” he said. And the 
waiting is the hardest part. 

For two years Bowers was wait- 
ing to be laid off. 

”They started laying people off 
two years before they cut me,” he 
said. “It was a stressful two years. 
I knew it was bound to happen 
sooner or later. I'm just glad it 


happened later.” 


Bowers said he could be relo- 
cated to GE’s New York plant, if 
worse comes to worse, but he 
doesn’t want to commute and he 
doesn’t want to leave Lee . 

“It would mean trying to sell the 
house, which is almost impossible 
right now,” he said. “I'm going to 
keep looking for awhile.” 

It’s tough looking right now, but 
Daniel Allen, area director of:the 
employment security office, said 
Lee’s jobless rate is really not out 


of sync with the rest of the county, . 


and certainly not out of sync with 
Pittsfield, which reported a 10.1 
percent unemployment rate in 
May. 


According to the 1980 census, 
Allen said, 586 of the 2,760 people. 
who lived in Lee worked in Pitts- 
field. Allen said the number or Lee 
residents tied to Pittsfield’s eco- 
nomic livelihood is probably still 
that high, which helps explain why 
Lee’s jobless rate looks so much 
worse than other South County 
towns, which are more dependent 
upon service industries. 


In May, Lee’s unemployment 
rate was 3.1 percentage points 
higher than Great Barrington’s, 
3.3 points higher than Sheffield’s 
and 5.3 points higher than 
Stockbridge’s. (According to Sally 


Courier , economist at the DET 


Lee's J obless Rate 


Paper Company’s Lee plant, and 
most recently layoffs at ECH Will 
(formerly Clark-Aiken) and the 
announcement that the paper- 
converting machinery manufac- 
turing plant will close its doors at 
the end of the year. More than 60 
employees will be out of work, ac- 
cording to executive vice president 
John EHisenhouer. About 70 em- 
ployees have been laid off at ECH 
Will since last year. 

Lee’s 9.5 percent unemploy- 
ment rate was well above the na- 
tional average, which was 7.2 per- 
centin May. (Town unemployment 
rates for June will not be available 
until August.) According to the 
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office in Pittsfield, the rates, which 
are not adjusted for seasonal 
variation, can be affected by tem- 
porary summer employment.) 
“Lee is more akin to the Pittsfield 
labor market,” Allen said. “Heavy 
manufacturing around here has 
taken a beating.” 

But all news about the economy 
is not bad, Allen said. One area 
where there has been some growth 
recently is the paper industry. 
Allen said the Westfield River 
closing was not typical. He pointed 
to Mead, Kimberly Clark and 
Crane’s, which, he said, are all 
strong companies right now. 

“I’m not going to try to paint a 
really rosy picture,” Allen said. 


“Probably the really sharp declines - 


are over, but what kind of growth 
we are going to see depends on the 
larger economic picture in the 
country.” 


state Division of Employment and 
Training, Lee’s May jobless rate 
was also higher than the state 
rate, 8.2 percent, and the Berk- 
shire County rate, nine percent. 

Lee’s high unemployment rate 
indicates just how bad the economy 
still is, said Judith Weyburn, pro- 
gram manager of the Berkshire 
County Worker Assistance Center 
in Pittsfield, a federally funded 
program to help the unemployed 
get back on their feet . 

“People with master’s degrees 
are getting laid off,” Weyburn said. 
“I wish I could see it getting better, 
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Many state officials, however, 
see a situation where a lot of 
companies are still tightening their 
belts. } 

“Even when we bottom out it 
may notseem any better than being 
on the bottom,” Courier said. “It 
looks like the recession is going to 
be very slow and extended.” 

Bowers still has a few more 
months of unemployment benefits 
left, but he doesn’t want to have to 
wait that long before he finds ajob. 
Something needs to be done about 
the economy, he said. 

“I don’t know if it’s the state’s 
fault, or what,” Bowers said, “But 
everything seems to be moving out 
of here. Tourism is good from July 
to September, but it doesn’t last 
for 12 months. Hopefully we can 
get some sort of industry in here.” 

That is exactly what many in 
Lee are hoping. 


Castronova (and Friends) Form Lee 
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By Suzanne King 


LEE — Joe Castronova thinks 
some things have got to change 
about the way Lee town business 
is conducted. Atthe July 6 meeting 
he brought some of his complaints 
to the selectmen. 

Castronova complained about 


| aN two unannounced meetings that 
S 


selectmen John DeVarrenes and 


PL Martin Deely had with District 


One highway engineer, Ross 
Dindio. 

Board of Selectmen chairman 
Diane Roosa said she did not know 
why the meetings, which were 
about the Tyringham Road bridge 
project, had not been posted. Roosa 
told Castronova that any such fu- 
ture meetings would be posted. 

“Nothing transpired at those 
meetings,” Roosa said in a phone 
interview,.“They. were purely in- 
formation gathering.” 

But Castronova and about 45 
other citizens think apologies are 
not good enough and have formed 
an advocacy group to open the doors 
to town government. 

The Berkshire Alliance for Open 
Government, which will have its 
first formal meeting in August, 
has made it a goal to make govern- 


ment accessible to the people it 
serves. 

“A lot of people don’t realize 
that (selectmen’s) Meetings are 
open to the public,” Castronova 
said. “People are intimidated to 
come before the board.” 

Castronova wants the new 
group to change the way people 
look at government by educating 
them about how the local process 
works, and he wants to make town 
officials accountable by making 
sure all official business is con- 
ducted in public. 

Castronova said he and sev- 
eral members ofhis group plan to 
post a weekly bulletin in the li- 
brary covering town business. 

“There is a lot of stuff that goes 
on that doesn’t necessarily get in 
the newspaper,” he said, but that 
people should know about. 

Castronova thinks his new 
group can change the way town 
officials look at things. 

“If anyone comes before the 
Board (of Selectmen),” Castronova 
said, “they should be treated with 
the utmost respect.” 

_ Castronova said 300 people 
signed a petition in May asking 
that a special election be held to 
appeal a vote, by town represen- 
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Advocacy Group 


tatives, that rejected disbanding 
the town representative form of 
government. 

Town Counsel Jerome J. Scully 
said a vote by town representa- 
tives can only be petitioned if it is 
affirmative. Since the vote on the 
town representative form of gov- 
ernment was negative, Scully said, 
it can not be challenged with a 
special election. 

Castronova said that Scully’s 
ruling is just one of many indica- 
tions that government needs to be 
more open. 

“Scully might be 100 percent’ 


right,” Castronova said. “If he is | 
right, that is all the more reason | 


we have got to get rid of this form 
of government.” 

Castronova said he sent a letter 
to state Attorney General Scott 
Harshbarger asking him to review 
Scully’s decision, but Harshbarger 
said that he could not advise town 
officials or private citizens and 
advised Castronova to seek pri- 
vate counsel. 

Castronova said that hiring a 
private lawyer would cost more 
than $2,500. 

"Td love to do it. I think it has a 
good chance,” Castronovasaid, “but 
I don’t have that kind of money. 
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By Ellen G. Lahr 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — A proposal to construct 


‘a futuristic, $35 million rain for- 
est research and tourist facility in 


Lee was met with both enthusi- 
asm and skepticism by town offi- 
cials, who heard a presentation 
yesterday at the Black Swan Inn. 

“J thought it. was quite inter- 
esting, one of the things I think 
we should continue to look at,” 
Planning Board Chairman Robert 
Birch said after the meeting. “If 
it could be pulled off, it would be 
an interesting project for the 
Berkshires.” 

Town Administrator Frank Ab- 
bondanzio said the facility is “an 
exciting concept,” one that could 
spark “spinoff’ research and de- 
velopment, perhaps at the indus- 
trial park planned for Route 102. 

First, however, a_ feasibility 
study must be done and the state 
should be drawn into the process 
for economic support, he said. 


‘Six-year project 

The New England Tropical 
Conservatory, a project that was 
initially linked to the proposed 
Massachusetts Museum of Con- 
«temporary Art, is a non-profit or- 
ganization whose founder wants 
to build a research, education 
and tourist facility on Lee land 
over six years. 


Pipe by the 
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According to documents deliv- 
ered to town officials yesterday, 
the initial step in the process is a 
$250,000 feasibility study. 

W. Scott Hoover of Williams- 
town, a tropical botanist who is 
spearheading the concept, is 
looking for a land donation of 
approximately 25 acres for the 
58,000-square-foot facility. He said 
he needs a site in order to secure 
a $100,000 grant that would help 
pay for the feasibility study. The 
remaining $150,000, he said, must 
be raised with local contribu- 
tions. 


College affiliations 


Hoover’s organization is asso- 
ciated with Williams College, 
Harvard University and botanical 
conservatories around the coun- 
try,and in Canada, according to 
his literature. 

The Lee Chamber of Commerce 
is actively involved with Hoover 
in attempting to locate a potential 
site for the facility, and spon- 
sored yesterday’s breakfast meet- 
ing. Confronted with the loss of 
jobs in town due to factory clos- 
ings and cutbacks, the chamber is 
seeking ways to broaden the 
town’s tourist base. 

Abbondanzio said Hoover's or- 
ganization should present its plan 
to town residents at a public 
meeting, in order to gain their 
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input on the subject. If the town 
supports the idea, town officials 
could get more involved. He 
added he believes “the state 
should be a close partner in this 
project.” 

Selectman Martin H. Deely, 
who also attended yesterday’s 
breakfast, said a public meeting 
is an excellent idea. j 

But he was more cautious in his 
enthusiasm for the project. 


‘Too early’ 


“I’ve got to say I don’t know 
and that’s an honest answer,” 
said Deely, asked what he thinks 
of the proposal. “It was an im- 
pressive presentation ... but it’s 
really too soon to say. If it hap- 
pens, it would be terrific, it 
would be a great success, an at- 


ain forest plan 


By Ellen G. Lahr 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — Residents along Center and 
Columbia streets are baffled and both- 
ered by the “eyesore” that Kimberly- 
Clark Corp. has installed just beyond 
their yards, along a scenic stretch of the 
Housatonic River. 

And residents say the town Selectmen 
and the company have been unrespon- 
sive to their requests for some screening 
from the view of the $1.2 million above- 
ground silver steam pipe. 


“They do as they damn well please, 
and nobody stands up to them,” said 
Gerald M. Bossidy of 20 Columbia St, 
who owns a rental property with a yard 
about 50 feet from the Pipeline. “They 


ought to show a little concern for oth- 
ers 


The pipe was built early this year to 
transport steam from the Columbia Mill 
boiler room to the Eagle Mill in town, 
twisting and turning between the river 
and the railroad tracks. 


Town officials, for their part, say the 
pipeline is evidence of just how “flexi- 
ble” industrial zoning is in Lee. 

“It’s pretty wide open,” said Planning 
Board Chairman Robert Birch, referring 
to industrial zoning in town. “Personally, 
I'd like to see things like that mitigated 
by screening or Painting it a different 
color so it blends in with the back- 
ground.” 

He said the Planning Board hadn’t 
received any official complaints about 
the pipeline, but would gladly “take a 
look” at any concerns neighbors have. 

Kimberly-Clark obtained state and 
federal approvals for the project, part of 
which travels on a railroad right-of-way. 
But locally, only the Conservation 
Commission had authority over the 
project. A building permit wasn’t re- 
quired. . 


Order of conditions 


The Conservation Commission issued 
an order of conditions to Kimberly-Clark 
for the project a few years ago. But that 
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tractive project in the commu- 
nity.” 

Deely, however, confessed to 
being nervous about such pro- 
posals until he sees the numbers 
that the feasibility study will 
show. 

State Rep. Christopher J. 
Hodgkins, D-Lee, was unable to 
attend the meeting yesterday, but 
indicated he is interested in of- 
fering support for the project. 

“I’m for anything that will help | 
the community,” he said. 

He said there might be some 
state money available to help get 
the project moving. 

“We could work to try to find 
feasibility money, and I hope they } 
wouldn’t preclude the use of state | 
land for this,’ he said. “It’s an 
interesting-kind of thing.” | 
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river upsets Lee people 


‘board has no legal power to impose 
aesthetic requirements, said Chairman 
Deborah Garry. 

Garry said her board had been con- 
tacted by a number of people who live 
near the pipeline, which was completed 
in April. ; 

“I know the neighborhood is upset,” 
she said. “People think because we've 
got the word conservation in our title we 
can stop projects and change things .. . 
We deal with the state Wetlands Protec- 
tion Act and there are no aesthetic cri- 
teria in that law.” 

Garry said Kimberly-Clark was “up 
front” with its pipeline plans, and satis- 
fied the board with its plans to work 
near the river. 

However, Garry said she was “sur- 
prised at the amount of cutting that was 
done around the piping itself.” Still, she 
said, she hadn’t noticed any erosion 
problems. 

But neighbors have other problems 
with the pipeline. 
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Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — The Zoning Board of 
Appeals, after a Wednesday night 
hearing, has upheld Michael 
VanZandt’s right to operate a 
sheet metal fabricating business 
on Devon Road. 

Walter Potash, VanZandt’s 
neighbor, said yesterday that 
VanZandt’s lawyer showed up at 
the hearing with “a stack of 
permits” that he himself had 
been attempting to track down for 
‘about a year in his effort to trace 
the history of the light industrial 
manufacturing business. 

The permits helped establish 
the fact that the business has 
been operating legally, Potash 
said. 

' Potash and his wife, Jeanine, 
had petitioned the ZBA in an 
effort to have the business shut 


- 


To paso, Saying the light industrial | 


business was being operated il- 
legally in a residential zone. | 

Town Building Inspector { 
Robert Lester and Town Counsel 
Jerome J. Scully had given sepa- 
rate opinions that the business + 
was “grandfathered” — that is, it 
had been in operation before the 
zoning of the area. 


| 
Efforts to reach VanZandt and + 
his lawyer, Leonard H. Cohen, 
yesterday were unsuccessful. 
Potash said that, after the | 
hearing, VanZandt agreed to take | 
measures to keep the noise level ( 
down. , 
“I can tolerate that,” said Pot- ] 
ash. “I don’t mind the office or | 
the trucks, it’s just the fabrication 
and welding stuff that’s a prob- 
lem. = ale 
“I hope we can be better 
neighbors,” he said. . 
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Silver pipe at rear carries steam along the Housatonic River for Kimberly-Clark. Lee neighbors find it unsightly and noisy. 


Pipe by Housatonic upsets residents 
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Robert and LuAnn Herring, 
who live at 147 Center St., are less 
than 100 feet away from the steam 
pipe. 

Robert Herring said the view of 
the pipeline was “disgusting” and 
that it clanks at night, keeping his 
family and their tenants awake. 

“No warning was ever given of 
the serious noise,” said Herring. 
“No one ever knocked on our 


_ door or sent a letter.” 


Garry conceded that abutters 
may not have been notified indi- 


* vidually of the hearings on the 
» Pipeline, although the hearing 
' was advertised in the newspaper. 


The Herrings said they bought 
their modest house about seven 
years ago, opting to live near the 
railroad just beyond the back 
yard and the paper mill nearby. 

“This is an industrial area, so 


| there should be more leniency 


toward the mill. I’m glad it’s 


there and that people are work- 
ing,” he said. “But they’re a bit 
sloppy. Something really 
needs to be done.” 


The Herrings said such an eye- 
sore would never be allowed in a 
neighborhood with fancy homes. 


Scott Dinan of 64 Columbia St. 
has a view of the “interesting 
eyesore” from the front of his 
house. 


Spoke to manager 


He said after construction be- 
gan last fall, he spoke to Roger 
Wilson, acting plant manager, 
about the pipeline and he also 
visited the Selectmen. The Se- 
lectmen said they couldn’t do 
anything about the problem since 
the company had apparently met 
all the r&quirements for con- 
struction. 


Dinan said Wilson told him the 
pipeline would be “no big deal,” 


it wouldn’t be visible and it 
would be painted. 

“They didn’t even paint it,” 
said Dinan. “They should have 
painted it green. The other ones 
they own are green.” 

Wilson, however, said last week 
he-had made no such guarantees, 
and that Kimberly-Clark has no 
plans to paint or shield the pipe- 
line. He said the natural brush 
will grow back and shield the 
pipeline from view. In addition, 
the company can’t plant bushes 
on property that is owned by the 
railroad, he said. 

Meanwhile, he said, the com- 
pany is installing a chain link 
fence between the railroad tracks 
and the pipeline, to prevent 
trespassing, he said. 


Wilson said there were no zon- 
ing restrictions — “none whatso- 
ever” — on the plant for this or 
other projects Kimberly-Clark has 
undertaken. 

He said the new pipeline en- 
ables both the Eagle Mill and the 
Columbia Mill to operate on the 
steam from one boiler room at 
Columbia Mill. The Eagle Mill’s 
boiler, he said, had created a 
serious soot problem in town and 
the steam pipe eliminates the 
soot. 

Also, operating both plants on 
one boiler room cuts down on 
operating costs, he said. 

“The new pipeline was con- 
structed as close to the ground as 
possible to make it as unobtrusive 
as possible,” he said. 

In response to the Herring’s 
complaints about the clanking 
noise, Wilson said, “I don’t know 
what it might be.” 

To hear the normal noise of the 
steam pipe, he said, one would 
have to be standing close by. 

Building Inspector Robert W. 
Lester, when asked about the 
pipeline, said his omy involve- 
ment was to keep a record of the 


by a community, they'll pack up 
and leave town, taking jobs with 
them, said Lester. 


Bossidy said that was the atti- 
tude of the people he spoke to. 
The Selectmen, he said, were 
unresponsive when he asked 
them to press Kimberly-Clark to 
install some screening. And Bos- 
sidy said the office of state Rep. 
Christopher J. Hodgkins, D-Lee, 
also didn’t help. 

But Carol Marino, Hodgkins’ 
aide in Lee, said his office did try 
to help. She said the office re- 
ceived two complaints from con- 
stituents who live near the pipe- 
line. 

“We contacted Kimberly-Clark 
and talked to Bill Larmon [then 
plant manager] and we even con- 
tacted the engineer in charge, 
and both refused to add a green 
buffer zone,” said Marino. “In 
very nice terms, they flatly re- 
fused. Reason being, when the 
Conservation Commission issued 
an order of conditions, they 
didn’t request a green buffer 
zone. It was very frustrating.” 

Hodgkins said the company 
should be more considerate of its 
neighbors. 

“It brings down the quality of 
the neighborhood,” he said. “It’s 
something they should address.” 


engineering plans. 

| He said he doesn’t understand 
\why people are upset by the 
pipeline, living as they do in or 
near an industrial zone. 

| If companies are pushed too far 
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| Town orders 


section of pipe 
to be removed 


By Ellen G. Lahr 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — Kimberly-Clark Corp.’s 
new steam pipe, which connects 
the Eagle and Columbia mills, il- 
legally encroaches on a section of 
municipal sewer easement, and 
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ago to instruct DPW Superinten- 


_ dent J. Peter Scolforo to order 


_ the removal of the steam pipe, 

_ which was completed in Febru- 
ary. 

| “The town owns the easement, 
and no permanent structures can 
be erected on it,” said Parker. 

_ “They aren’t legal. They’ll have to 
remove part of it.” 


-Clark pipe 


| terday after reading an article 
describing residents’ complaints 
about the “eyesore” and a clank- 


ing sound caused by the pipe, | 


which carries steam between the 


Eagle Mill in downtown Lee and — 
the Columbia Mill on Columbia | 


Street. 
Parker said 

responsibility to 

protect easements. 


But acting plant manager Roger © 


it’s the builder’s 
identify and 


Town orders removal _ 
of Kimberly | 


pile 12 i 


Lee Weighs Fee 


| For Lenox 911 x 


LEE—The Board of Selectmen = 


will set-a fee within the next two & 
weeks for what the town would & 


charge Lenox to use its emergency a_ 


dispatch center. 
Kenneth LaBier, head of the 


Lee Ambulance Squad, said Lenox ~t 


the town has ordered its removal. He said Scolforo discovered the wilson said yesterday all of the _ is considering the possibility of ‘ 

Who is responsible for the er- encroachment after construction plans were cleared by the town in | using Lee as its dispatch center, 

ror and how it will be-addressed, was begun. advance of the construction pro- | | when both towns adopt 911. = 

however, are unclear. A mill of- “Everything went so fast, it was cess. He said a section of the Currently, Lenox’s fire depart- v 
t3| ficial said the town is to blame; a up before he realized it,” said 


town official said the mill 
botched the work. 

David M. Parker, a member of 
the Board of Public Works, said 
the board voted several weeks 


PIPE, continued on B3 


Parker., 

Scolforo could not be reached 
yesterday. 

Parker contacted The Eagle 


steam pipe was relocated to ac- , 


commodate one part of the 
easement. Only after construction 
was complete was the company 
approached about the other 
problem, he said. 

Wilson said it’s “not true at all” 
that Kimberly-Clark is responsi- 
ble for the error. 

He said that he has been “‘talk- 
ing back and forth” with Scolforo 
regarding the easement and that 
the company is prepared to assist 
the town if the sewer line must be 
repaired or serviced. 

“We’ve always worked well 
with the town, and we wouldn’t 
want to make an issue of this,” he 
said. “We did what we should 
have done prior to the installa- 
tion of the pipeline. 

“I think we were surprised to 
find out where the line was.” 


ment does its own dispatching and 
its police department dispatches 
through the Berkshire County 
Communications Center in Pitts- 
field. 

Daniel Clifford, head custodian 
dispatcher for the Lenox fire and 


| ambulance squads, said Lenox will 
' either send all ofits dispatching to 


a 


the Berkshire County Center or go 
to Lee. The squads are about a 
month away from making a rec- 
ommendation to the Lenox select- 
men, Clifford said. 

LaBier said if Lenox decides to 
work with Lee, the Lee center will 
have to add one or two radios and 
update its paging capability so if 
the Lenox fire department is 
needed, for example, the person at 
the dispatch center will only have 
to press one button to contact the 
right people. 

“The one-button page service 
simplifies the process,” LaBier 
said. “We would not want to go 
backwards” if Lenox is added to 


the system. 

The Lee centerimplemented the 
one-button page service when 
Town Hall was renovated last year. 


Ways to Host Rain Forest 


leaders will meet again by the end 
of the month to see if there is 


oe 
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possible sites and we will find a r i 


LEE—Town leadersexpressed 
interest at a July 9 meeting in 
trying to come up with enough 
land and money to lure the New 
England Tropical Conservatory’s 
$25 million rain forest complex to 
Lee. Since the breakfast meeting 
at the Black Swan Inn, Mary 
Bradbury, president of the Cham- 
ber of Commerce, said she has had 
a number of calls from people in- 
terested in donating land for the 
project. 

“The project has been very well 
received,” she said. 

Bradbury said community 


enough interest in town to pursue 
the project. 

The complex, which will house 
an acre of endangered tropical 
plants from all over the world, will 
be a major tourist draw and a 
significant economic boost for the 
community where itis sited, back- 
ers said. To make Lee that com- 
munity, NETC officials told town 
leaders, they need atleast 25 acres 
of donated land, $150,000 and a 
commitment . 

“We need a commitment from 
the town of Lee,” NETC director of 
development James M. Hunter 


Sign bylaw, 


school 


Hunter added that backers are 
“very hopeful that we'll be able to | 
work something out with Lee.” 
Until recently, the project was 
planned in conjunction with the 
Massachusetts Museum of Con- | 
temporary Art in North Adams. | 
The project’s creator, W. Scott 
Hoover, a tropical botanist, said, | 
“We hope that Lee will be the sit- 
ing of the project.” He added after | 
the meeting that there has been 
some interest in the project from | 


way to make one of them work.” 


Continued on A9 ‘ 
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to go before Lee town meeting 


By Ellen G. Lahr 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — A July 23 special town 
meeting will take up such issues 
as energy efficiency in the 
schools, signs in the town and a 
raise for Police Chief Edward J. 
Finnegan. 

In addition, voters will be 
asked to pay for work on the air 


conditioning and heating system 
at the Lee Library. 

The meeting will be at 7:30 in 
the Lee Central: School audito- 
rium. 

The revised sign bylaws, 
drafted by a subcommittee of the 
Planning Board, are intended to 
clarify and relax somewhat the 
existing town sign bylaws, said 
committee Chairman Gordon ‘Di 
Bailey. 

On Monday night the Planning 
Board held a public hearing on 
the sign bylaw. The proposal’s 
highlights would: 

> Allow businesses to use up to 
30 percent of their window space 
for “accessory display signs,” that 
is, signs that advertise products 
carried in the store. 

> Add a new category of “signs 
by right.” The change will allow a 
bank, for example, to install en- 
trance and exit signs on its 
property, as long as they don’t 
include advertising. 
> Allow the town to install 

“director sign boards” at five dif- 
ferent downtown intersections to 
pases Main Street traffic to 

usinesses on neigh i 
7 g boring 


> Clarify the old sign bylaw 
and enforcement guidelines, The 
old sign bylaw was just 1% pages 
long. The new bylaw is 16 Pages 
long. 

Bailey said the sign bylaw es- 
Sentially relies on the old formu- 
las governing the size of Signs. 

“We tried to be careful to carry 
the intent of the original sign 
bylaw, and not be more restric- 
tive,” Bailey said. 

In addition to the sign bylaw, 
the special town meeting will 
consider the following requests: 


> An appropriation of $145,255 
to pay for an energy study and 
electrical update at the Lee 
schools. The expenditure will al- 
low the town to qualify for re- 
ductions in electrical] costs in the 
future. 

> An appropriation of $1,869 for 
a raise for Finnegan, whose em- | 
ployment contract with the town _ 
1S separate from that of the Lee 
Police Association. j 

> A transfer of $20,297 from a | 
revenue sharing account to pay 
for repairs and replacements to — 
the heating and air conditioning © 
at the Lee Library, ; 


LaBier said Lenox would have 
to purchase most of the new equip- 
ment, but, he said, Lee will prob- 
ably be able to use some of Lenox’s 
existing radios if the partnership 
goes through. 

“I think we could handle one, 
two or three of (Lenox’s emergency) 
services,” LaBier said, “whichever 
they would like. It’s not like its 
somebody brand new on the block 
coming in. We're all familiar with 
each other. That’s why I think it 
would work really well.” 

Both towns are working toward 
implementing the computerized E- 
911 system, which, LaBier said, is 
probably two years away because 
of the complicated programing in- 
volved with the advanced system. 
Only Pittsfield, Dalton and 
Windsor currently have 911 in 
Berkshire County. No towns have 
E-911, LaBier said. 
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To Attract Rain Forest 


Continued from Al 


other communities in the county, 
but Lee seems most interested. 

Several town officials at the 
meeting expressed support for the 
project, saying it could lead to new 
industry and jobs for the town. 

Planning Board Chairman 
Robert Birch pledged his support 
for the project, calling it a “grand 
idea.” 

“J gee jobs in the pharmaceuti- 
calindustry in the future,” he said. 
“I can see tremendous educational 
value.” ; 

Before the project goes any- 
where, however, the NETC needs 


to funda $250,000 feasibility study, - 


which will fill in details about the 
project. Hunter said a $100,000 
federal grant will go toward the 
study, and can be secured as soon 
as backers have a definite site. 
The rest of the $250,000 will have 
to come from local communities. 

Hunter said he could go to out- 
side sources for donations, but 
raising the money within the com- 
munity would show a higher level 
of commitment and interest. 

Backers said they cannot afford 
to buy land for the project, but 
have already looked at sites in Lee 
that could be suitable and which 
might be donated. 

Bradbury said the possible sites 
are already tax exempt, 80 using 
them for the non-profit rain forest 
complex would not mean a loss of 
tax revenue to the town. 

Hunter said the NETC would 
like to have two or three possible 
sites to chose from in order for Lee 
to become a serious contender as a 
location of the project. The organi- 
zation is looking for a site close to 
the turnpike, and with access to 
water and sewage hookups. 

Bradbury said she supports 
bringing the rain forest project to 
Lee because it would make the 
town’s schools more attractive, 
which have lost students and 
money through the School Choice 
program. 

“(The rain forest complex) would 
make us the shining diamond in 
the entire county,” Bradbury said. 

The project is planned in four 
phases and, Hunter said, “Noth- 
ing is going to happen unless we 
are sure we can at least reach 
phase two.” 

Phase one includes the feasibil- 
ity study, which has an exact cost 


* 


of $247,140. Phase two includes 
the core of the nautilus-shaped 
glass building, where a 5,000 
square foot preview facility filled 
with plants from Ecuador will be 
placed. A visitor’s center would 
also be completed during phase 
two, pushing the estimated cost of 
the project to $750,000. During 

hase three, a permanent center 
would be built making the project’s 
estimated cost $9,900,000. An 
educational facility would be com- 
pleted during phase four, making 


the total estimated cost 
$24,700,000. . 
The NETC wants to have phase 


one under way by October so the 
grant can be secured through the 
current administration in Wash- 
ington, which might change with 
the election in November. Officials 
estimate that the entire project 
might be completed within five or 
six years. 

Once open, the center will be 
self-supporting through tourist 
revenue. Hoover said the largest 
center of this kind in Montreal, 
which is “not even comparable” to 
the NETC project, brings in $3 
million a year. 

Hoover said he has found inter- 
estin the project all over the world, 
but would like to find a site for itin 
Berkshire County. Since it is all 
indoors, the climate does not 
matter. 

The project was accredited to 
attend the recent Earth Summit, 
where Hoover promoted his idea. 
Hoover said he also recently met 
with members of the World Bank 
about the project. 

Though there are other centers 
of this kind in existence, Hunter 
said the NETC’s project is unique 
because it is not just an “amuse- 
ment park.” In addition to the 
“idyllic” spectator attraction, the 
rain forest will serve as a research 
and educational center. 

According to Hoover, only five 
percent of the world’s plants have 
been cultivated and large num- 
bers are becoming extinct. He 
added that 30 percent of pharma- 
ceutical drugs come from tropical 
plants. If this project is success- 
ful,itcould have an untold valuein 
the health care industry, he said. 


Hunter said the NETC has al-_ 


ready been approached by phar- 
maceutical companies that are 
interested in doing research on the 
plants to be collected at this com- 
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Town, Mead Negotiating for Plant 
Sludge as Cover for Lee's Landfill 


LEE— Negotiations with Mead 
about using the _ paper 
manufacturer’s industrial sludge 
to top off the town landfill are 
moving forward. 

According to Town Administra- 
tor Frank Abbondanzio, town and 
company officials met on July 15 
for preliminary negotiations. 

Ifsuccessful, Abbondanzio said, 
Mead will pay the town to use 


| space in the landfill. The revenue 


will help offset the high cost of 
capping the landfill, which will cost 


| more than $1 million. 


“We see this as an opportunity 
to save taxpayers from having to 
come up with asubstantial amount 
of money,” Abbondanzio said. 

The Environmental Protection 


Agency requires towns to cap ex- 
istinglandfills , which donot meet 
state and federal standards, by 
the end of 1993. 

“Ttis areal incentive to towns to 
get out of the landfill business,” 
Abbondanzio said. He added that 
it would cost 10 times more to run 
a “state of the art” landfill that 
would meet state standards than 
it does to run the current landfill. 

“Small towns cannot doit alone,” 
Abbondanzio said. Talk ofthe town 
working with Mead to buy land for 
a new landfill is temporarily on 
hold.“At this point there are a lot 
of issues that have to be discussed,” 
he said. “We will put that issue 
aside until we settle the immedi- 


ate issues.” 


Lee May Seek Planning Grant 


LEE — The town is expected to 

turn in an application on July 17 

fora state strategicplanning grant 

| and is considering whether or not 

| to apply for a federal community 

and development block grant that 

_ could mean a maximum of 

| $800,000 for the town, Adminis- 
| trator Frank Abbondanzio said. 

Both grants are administered 

| by the state Executive Office of 


The strategic plannin ant 
would be used to study ae Lee 


| Community and Development. 


\ could diversify its economy. 


Abbondanzio said that because of 
| Lee’s high unemployment rate, 


thinks the town has a good chance 
of receiving the grant. 

Abbondanzio said the town may 
not have time to finish an applica- 
tion for the Community and De- 
velopment grant, which is due in 
mid-September.“The issue is 
whether we will be able to pull it 
together at the last minute,” 
Abbondanzio said. “Ifwe are going 
to doit we are going to have to put 


- it on the hurry up.” 


, Abbondanzio said the applica- 
tion would take most of he time 
during the next few weeks if the 
town decides to apply. He guessed 
that about 90 towns would apply, 


which was 9.5 percent in May, he and about 35 will be awarded. 
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By Charlotte Cagan 


SOUTH LEE — In addition to her 
well-known herb and flower shop on 
Housatonic Street in Lenox, Naomi 
Alson has developed a growing roadside 
business from her home, a faded, 
rambling structure that hugs Route 102 
in South Lee, just outside of Stock- 
bridge. 

The one-and-a-half-acre plot, which 
has been Alson’s home for nine years, 
has blossomed from a weekend venture, 
begun three years ago, to a full-fledged 
herb and flower emporium, open seven 
days a week in season. 

Sporting a bright new sign, Naomi’s 
Herbs now offers a variety of flowers, 
plants and herbs, and also houses 
Alson’s extensive gardens, from which 
she culls her plants and herbs for 
packaging and sale. 

Alson is particularly fond of her 
shade cutting garden. Her other flower 
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fields yield up common varieties such as 
sunflowers and allium, but also rarer 
varieties such as onion family plants, 
which she favors as ornamentals, and a 
plot of flowers particularly good for 
drying, such as ambrosia and love-lies- 
bleeding. 

In addition, her house-garden-shop 
will soon open a new room, formerly her 
drying room, which will carry some 
popular items from her Lenox store, 
such as dried flower wreaths, flower 
pots and a selection of gardening and 
herb books. 

Alson says there is increasing 
interest in the use of herbs for both 
medicinal and culinary purposes, and 
has herself lectured on the use of herbs 
for relaxation at Canyon Ranch, as well 
as for other groups. 

“I’ve seen more interest in herbs, and 
in flower gardening,” says Alson, who 
opened her first flower shop in West 
Stockbridge 12 years ago, having 


By Suzanne King 
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Naomi’s Herbs in South Lee 


migratedto the Berkshires from New 
York City. 

“Gardening is a life-long pursuit,” 
says Alson. “From the moment you 
plant your first garden, there’s always 
something new to do. Besides, it’s very 
beneficial and satisfying to be outside 
working with the earth.” 

Regarding the resurgence of interest 
in herbs, Alson says, “There’s more 
interest in medicinal herbs because 
people want to take care of their health, 
not just treat their illnesses. 

“We have learned that our medicines 
aren’t perfect and so we are looking at 
older methods of healing,” she says. 
“Whereas herbs were formerly thought 
of as either ‘magical,’ on the one hand, 
or ‘nonsense,’ on the other, we now 
know that herbs are very complex, and 
there is a growing respect for their use.” 

Alson’s own herb gardens are filled 
with common kitchen herbs such as 
parsley, basil, sorrel and coriander, but 


“I am not prepared at this time } 
to ask for John’s 


resignation,” } 


LEE — The town’s newest se- Roosa said. “I don’t know all 
; th 
an an ain mtabout facts behind it.” : \ 
a citizen’s request at the July 13 Roosa said she did not think it 
meeting that he step down. was necessary to check 


Selectman John DeVarennes 
said he had no Tesponse to an 
accusation by Lee resident Arthur 
Artig that DeVarennes lied about 
being a professional engineer ata 
selectmen’s meeting last month. 

Artig told the board that 

Varennes had been “arrogant” 
when he told acitizen asking about 
plans for the Tyringham Road 
bridge project that he was a civil 
engineer and, therefore, qualified 
to evaluate the plans. 

“My recommendation is that 
the remaining two board mem- 
bers request Mr. DeVarennes’ 
immediate resignation and ap- 


DeVarennes’ qualifications. 

Selectman Martin Deely also 
dismissed the charges, 

“Thank God he’s 
said of DeVarennes. “I’m very glad 
he is here.” 

Also at the meeting, which 
ended with the abrupt departure 
of most of the audience, the select- | 
men awarded Beaver Builders an | 
$8,200 contract to build an office 
for Frank Abbondanzio, the new 
town administrator, ; 

The office, which will be builtin 
asection of the current selectmen’s 
office, 18 controversial because of 
the high cost. 
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here,” Deely 


om : es any replacement,” Carol E. LePrevost said the 
said. f renovations would not - 
otto oo fie heey real ifDPW Serna 
of profes- i 

sonal peril end found jet lforo went back to his old office 
arennes was not icensed. treet, and Abbondanzio took his 
Diane legen Devers tags zal ea Be ae 
if he would like to comment, but "*_®82inst spending more 
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also with a few exotics:such as the 
Vietnamese culinary herb, vapa ca. 

On her Berkshires riverfront prop- 
erty, she is also able to cultivate medici- 
nal herbs such as skullcap, recom- 
mended for headaches; the Indian herb 
gotu kola, which helps focus the mind; 
and black cohosh, recommended for 
menstrual problems. 

Alson grows other intriguing plants, 
including the oversized parsley 
mitsuba, castor bean, which she recom- 
mends planting as a mosquito repellent, 
and motherwort. 

“It’s really a weed,” says Alson, “but I 
make it into a tincture. It’s good for the 
heart.” 

Alson rounds out her potpourri of 
crops with a plot of edible flowers, such 
as nasturtium, and a bright flower field, 
currently featuring shirley poppies. 

“I will even pick bouquets for people,” 
says Alson with a smile. 
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over joint departments, purchases 


By Gerald B. O’Connor 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


EE — Selectmen and _ profes- 
eal administrators from ee 
and Lenox are going to start ta - 
ing about intertown Ea i 
that may include such radica 
paises as joint purchases and 


- (even department mergers, a Lee 


| n disclosed yesterday. 

Pye cikoady are together on 
public health,’ said Selectman 
Martin H. Deely, who will be his 
/board’s envoy to Lenox for an 
initial meeting Friday at 9:30 a.m. 
| Deely said that he and oh 
Inew administrator, Frank Ab- 
lpondanzio, will meet with Lenox’s 
‘new town manager, John P. Mus- 
‘ante, and one or two of the Lenox 
Selectmen to start the ball rolling 


t that time. : 
yi The “ultimate outgrowth of this 


i to set a 
_|meeting would be for us 

PP date for the full boards’ [of se- 

~~ ‘lectmen] to meet and go over a 


| laundry list of items,” he said. 


Selectmen wil] now trade 
and make room for town m 


Discussions on intertown a he 
however, will not deal with schools. 


“Both boards have said to their 
new administrators, ‘Get together 
with surrounding towns and see 
what eae oe sia ys can 

rtaken,’” he said. 

Oak ee are “feeling the hot 
breath of trying to balance ae 
ets” in ever more trying financia 
conditions, Deely said, and iat 
tures like the Tri-Town a 

Department, which serves oe 
Lenox and Stockbridge, renee 
increasingly more sense, he one 

Abbondanzio and Musante ng 
gan their respective jobs, as t ¥ 

first town managers for nae 

community, within the pas 
yee of the budget strain pret 
municipalities, said Deely, is the 


j ap between the revenue 
fimits set i Proposition 212 and 
the increases in costs generated 
by inflation and other factors. : 

Many of the increases are in 
items no one sees, Deely said. ; 
“One of our worst problems is 
insurance, which goes up 14, 15 or 
16 percent a year,” he said. ita 
town as small as we are, we'll be 
spending nearly $1 million in on 
surance [in a $9 million pe 
this year. If we go up 14 percen 
again, that’s $140,000. 
“We'll chase ourselves up a 
tree at that rate.” Fear 
her rising cost is in 
ee paid to ai Berkshire 
retirement system. 
nee, Sete item no one sees, 
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have to pay it,” Deely 
itelbeety ate every time something 
like that goes above 212 percent, 
it has come out of something 
else.” ' 
He said all towns should give 
credit to their past administra- 
tions for maintaining municipal 
services in the face of such 
squeezes, “but little things like 
these just eat you up after a 
while.” 
ly said the discussions 
pats iiGpesinon will not deal 
i ools, ‘ 
UA phat has not yet decided 
what it wants to do regarding its 
buildings,” he said, “and besides, 
this would be something for the 
school committees to talk about. 
Neither, he believes, will the 
talks cover the two towns radio 
communications systems that will 
be affected by the change to the 
enhanced 911 telephone net- 
works. Otherwise, the field will 


be open. 
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By Gerald B. O’Connor 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — Nine days ago, the Se- 
lectmen awarded an $8,200 con- 
tract to Beaver Builders of Berk- 
shire County Inc. to construct an 
office in Memorial Town Hall for 
the new town administrator, 
Frank Abbondanzio. 

Monday night, they rescinded 
the award and instead decided 
they would Swap offices with the 
town’s Department of Public 
Works, which already has a pri- 
vate office Abbondanzio can use. 

The swap, said Selectmen 
Chairman Diane P. Roosa, will be 
on a trial basis, but will save the 
cost of construction. It will also 
address a concern voiced by the 
Board of Public Works that no 
new partitions be built in the 
recently renovated building until 
disputes among the town, the ar- 
chitect and the heating contractor 
are resolved. 

, The decision calmed, at least 
for the time being, the anger of 
several residents, who last week 
challenged the plan to construct a 
private office when, they Said, 
there is plenty of space in exist- 
ing town buildings — either Town 


Hall or the Airoldi Building, a 
block and a half away. 

David M. Parker, who spoke for 
the public works board in the 
absence of Chairman John Piac- 
quadio, said, “There are too 
many alternatives to consider 
building a new office.” Besides, 
he said, the “way we use space 
and do business, it’s my feeling 
that offices should be more open, 
not less open.” 

Abbondanzio, who has been on 
the job less than a month, cur- 
rently works at a table in the 
Selectmen’s second-floor office, 
which contains the Selectmen’s 
table, a number of chairs and a 
desk used by secretary Pauline 
“Bobbie” Pollard. 

Down the hall, the public works 
office consists of a meeting room 
with a table, chairs and a secre- 
tary’s desk. But there is also an 
inner, private office used by Pub- 
lic Works Superintendent J. Peter 
Scolforo. That will now become 
Abbondanzio’s office, and Scol- 
foro and the DPW board will 
move to the Selectmen’s office. 

Parker said construction of 
Partitions would alter the build- 
ing enough so that the town’s 
contentions that the new heating 
system remains out of balance 
may be jeopardized. 

Resolution of the office issue 
came during a meeting at which: 

> Abbondanzio said he would 
propose using some of this year’s 
federal housing block grant to pay 
for staff assistance for developing 
Lee’s new industrial park off 
Route 102. He said he believes it 
is an appropriate use of the 
funds, which in past years have 
almost entirely been used for 
housing costs, 

> The Selectmen were notified 
of a meeting to be held at 9 this 
morning at the Goose Pond dam. 
The meeting was organized by the 
Save Goose Pond Association. 
Abbondanzio is expected to at- 
tend. One of the association’s 
chairmen, Donald A. Puntin of 
Tyringham, said Pamela Un- 
derhill of the National Park 
Service and Dennis Regan of the 

| 


Appalachian Mountain Club will 
be present as well. 


The dam at Goose Pond is 
owned by the Westfield River 
Paper Co., but the company has 
shut its plant in Lee, and area 
residents are worried about the 
dam’s condition and upkeep. 


> Arthur Artig of Devon Road, 
who a week ago challenged what 
he said was Selectman John E. 
DeVarennes’ unsubstantiated 
claim to being a registered engi- 
neer, looked at the minutes of 
that meeting and said they were 
“pure garbage.” 

None of his remarks about ei- 
ther DeVarennes or building 
inspector Robert W. Lester were 
included, he observed, and he 
called on the board either to 
“hire a competent secretary” or 
utilize accounts of the meeting in 
the weekly Papers Berkshire 
Record and South Advocate. 

“You have closed minds and 
don’t want to listen to facts or to 
people,” he said. 

> A legal opinion from Town 
Counsel Jerome J. Scully said Lee 
could not be held liable for a 
delay in the arrival of an emer- 


- ency vehicle, like a fire engine 


or ambulance, if it shut the Tyr- 
ingham Road bridge for repairs 
and traffic had to be detoured. 
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Lee board schedules hearing 
on entertainment license bid 


By Gerald B. O’Connor 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — The Selectmen have 
scheduled a public hearing for 
Aug. 3, when they will ask holders 
of the town’s on-premises liquor 
licenses to offer comments and 
recommendations on the framing 
of an entertainment license. 

The proposal would be Lee’s 
first such license, and would 
presumably be applicable to sa- 
loons, inns, taverns and the like 
that will provide public enter- 
tainment regularly or intermit- 
tently. 

Once the hearing is over, the 
Selectmen will draw up a policy 
governing issuance — and revo- 
eation — of entertainment li- 
censes and will set a fee. 

The hearing will be part of the 
regular Selectmen’s meeting. The 
board is seeking to establish en- 
tertainment guidelines that meet 
some sort of community standard 
for content. 

In the meantime, bars and 
other watering spots that sched- 
ule live entertainment will be 
subject to the same restrictions 
that apply now: limits on noise 
and disruption to surrounding 
residents and neighborhoods. 

Selectman John E. DeVarennes 
said he could not support shut- 
ting down any entertainment un- 
til such a license is available. 

But Selectman Martin H. Deely 
said the impact on surrounding 
residents should still be a gov- 
erning factor. 


Latest dispute 


The decision to institute a li- 
cense requirement came Monday 
night after another in an inter- 
mittent series of disputes con- 
cerning the operation of the 
Locker Room Sports Bar at 232 
Main St. 

A daughter of the couple living 
next door to the bar, Marguerite 
Tristany, had complained of loud 
noise and “filthy” language 
Thursday during an amplified 
performance by entertainer 
Bucky Lewis. Her call to Diane P. 
Roosa, chairman of the Select- 
men, had resulted in the police 
halting the performance. 

Roosa said she told police the 
bar had no entertainment license, 
although bar owner Donald Lucy 
observed yesterday that the town 
did not have such a license to 
issue. “How can you stop some- 
thing they don’t have a license 
for?” he wanted to know. 

Massachusetts General Laws 
establish regulations and ration- 
ales for all sorts of licenses and 
fix penalties for violations. One 
that Lee officials evidently were 
not aware of is Section 183A of 
Chapter 140, which requires an 
entertainment license for any 
“innholder, common victualer, 
keeper of a tavern or person 
Owning, managing or controlling 
any club, restaurant or other [li- 
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censed] establishment” that plans 
to offer any “concert, dance ex- 
hibition, cabaret or public show 
of any description.” 

The law has been on the books 
since 1921. Tristany said that she 
has been aware of the require- 
ment for some time but that she 
waited for the Selectmen to de- 
termine that it’s a necessity so 
they would do what they’re doing 
now. 

Ironically, the police decision 
to stop Lewis’ performance 
Thursday night appeared yester- 
day to have been a more severe 
step than complainants had 
sought. 


Tape recordings 


“All they had to do was lower 
the volume so we couldn’t hear 
it,’ said Tristany, who lives in 
South Hadley but frequently visits 
her parents, Mario and Josephine 
Tristany. 

She said she has photographs 
of what she contends are various 
parking and public health laws 
violations in the area of the 
Locker Room. She also says she 
has tape recordings of much of 
the music and noise emanating 
from the bar, including one of 
Lewis’ performance. 

The Tristany house is a few feet 
from the north wall of the bar, 
which was once owned by Mario 
Tristany. He had run a bar and 
restaurant there for some 50 
years. 

Marguerite Tristany deplored 
what she called her parents’ 
“landlocked” status. “We have no 
choice but to listen,” she said. “At 
the volume they turn up to, we 
have no options.” 

Lucy, the current owner, main- 
tained Monday night and again 
yesterday that for the police “to 
shut us down wasn’t fair. If they 
had asked me to turn down the 
volume, I would have, but they 
didn’t. They said it was ‘too 
late.’ ” 

Disputes over noise, annoy- 
ances and other public distur- 
bances, such as male patrons 
urinating outside the building — 
particularly between the building 
and the Tristanys’ house — have 


been aired at Selectmen’s meet- 
ings off and on for more than 10 
months. The bar opened Aug. 30. 

Lucy also maintained that The 
Eagle’s characterization of Lewis’ 
performance as “raunchy” was 
inaccurate. “He did not use 
raunchy language,” Lucy said. 
“He used words like people use 
on TV. His act is respectable. I 
was very pleased with him. We’re 
going to have him back.” 

Tristany, however, did not back 
off from her characterization of 
his language and the language of 
patrons responding to him as 
filthy. “I’m just ashamed my par- 
ents had to hear it,” she said. 

Although she was roundly crit- 
icized Monday night by a number 
of Locker Room patrons for being 
overly critical of the bar, she said 
yesterday she is not the only 
complainant. William E. Noonan, 
whose office at 218 Main St. is 
separated from the Locker Room 
by an intervening building that’s 
across School Street from the 
Locker Room itself, told the Se- 
lectmen he could hear Lewis 
from that distance. 

He also said that “if only 100 
people were in that bar, then they 
came one to a car,” a reference to 
conflicting reports from Lucy and 
police about the number of peo- 
ple in the bar that night. The 
limit set by town ordinance is 120 
patrons, but Lucy’s lawyer, Eliz- 
abeth Quigley, maintained there 
were no more than 105 at any one 
time, based on a head count. The 
police report estimated the 
number at 150, but Quigley con- 
tended this was inaccurate and 
“only an estimate.” 

Despite his complaint about the 
noise, however, Noonan said he 
thought the bar was “nice looking 
and an asset to-the town.” 

Although one Locker Room pa- 
tron said Monday that the Tris- 
tanys appear to be trying to put 
Lucy out of business, Marguerite 
Tristany objected to that yester- 
day as far from the truth. 

“We’re not out to get the 
Locker Room,” she said. “But 
there are rules and regulations to 
follow, and we’re only trying to 
get them to obey the law.” 
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_ Lee, Mead to discuss paper sludge use 


i i i build. Tighe & Bond estimated in 
i t eon a price approve it may be coming to an ; 
er asp Tae et it had to end, however. Abbondanzio, who 1990 that a lined landfill could 
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— A special town sub- ‘as will- reviously was a town adminis- cost as much as $10 million. 
; Later will meet Tuesday be eon than Mead w: ie Borin Montage, seldttne DEP nih before Oe gee 
, with representatives of Mead But using sludge for capping is testing and observing sludge landfill is opened, the town has to 
Corp. to initiate talks on use of the landfill may be another mat- from paper mills in Erving in cap its present one, and it pase 
" paper-mill sludge to cap the old ter. north central Massachusetts and fill the remaining cavity Oy 
landfill and possible joint pur- All landfills that don’t meet the is “six months to a year away grade it to DEP standards before 


~ chase of a new landfill site. new DEP regulations must be from approving it.” Approval for jt can add the cap. 

It, will be the latest in a se- closed by Dec. 31, 1993. Those in Mead sludge is therefore a pos- Because filling it with paper 
quence of discussions that began operation after that date must sibility as well. sladaeile nt, die Selecta aud 
Lae pia ie Retna par MTG impermeable membrane If sludge can be used as cap- Board of Public Works members 
Town Hall and then shifted to an liners, facilities for leachate col- ping material, which must be of are considering reopening the 
Snir GeO At aekond panies © Jeter and the like, clay or the like, Lee and Mead  }andfill for domestic rubbish until 
cials July 13. A second public i k Hike wien? hieinliy edianten Wee aa Aico cece 
meeting was called for yesterday Capping expensive Sem HEMI NE ‘awn mestdne 16 <"sy aabeccea ot caddie es Se 
afternoon, but ory four wcctman , Capping costs money. The  jandfill capped and Mead finding jectmen's meeting called for re- 
of the subcommittee — Selectman town’s consulting engineers, 4 place to put its sludge. opening it to residents at little or 

' John E. DeVarennes, Town Ad- Tighe & Bond of Westfield, esti- Pe sd AUER fh UE a pe OA cra fe BES 


ministrator Frank Abbondanzio, mated Les’ cost at $11 million: ines te : Seon waa 
i i ectmen’s meeting Monday town p y 
"A id ori rare amr) gr Sei ve ie Moe nae ee much as half the esti- pose a per-ton charge. 


Ko odie) ~ showed Up. oe pineal ate ane mated cost of closing the landfill ~The Jandfill has been closed for 
Kolodziej — s : tion to cover it unless the outlay might be saved: Aint montis deiee Aomnlomiel ate 
Using paper-mill sludge to cap _ ean be markedly reduced. 


i t 1 decided last fall to have domestic 
the old landfill as required under Because town revenues are 2 U m 1 fill : ; 
“a it 2 Pie i i covery Associates incinerator in 

mental Protection regulations believe a Proposition 2% override Mead now deposits sludge in a ov 


i it i i i . The step was taken to 
is- private landfill, but it is filling up Pittsfield. T : 

Seok Tue ae sig ame ee eat oh te and has an estimated four years avoid the $10,000 cost of is 
. i & ander cent to find an eco- Of life left. the landfill open beyond June 


is year. 
eek ago, subcommittee nomical solution. A year and a half ago, Mead this y 


ad hoped to agree on Mead sludge might be it. It is and the town were in tentative 


i i i i hey might split 
lud to fill the © an inert, claylike material thatin agreement that t é 
ce ra the landfill | some states has been approved as_ the cost of acquiring land for a 
y to capping it. But capping material, although not in new landfill, Mead paying one- 
[hUPLD d fans a 
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nger, fension, aSSion, Fear... : 
Lee Selectmen Are Meeting 


was dashed July 13, Massachusetts. third and Lee the remainder. 
By FRANK MCCARTHY 


Dourier Columnist 


Locker Room 
Dispute in Lee 
Heads for Court 


By Suzanne King 


LEE — Selectmen had to move 
the dramato the courtroom at their 
July 20 meeting to pack everyone 
in who turned out to watch the 
most recent showdown between 
owners of the Locker Room Sports 
Bar and their unhappy neighbor. 
Board of Selectmen Chairman 
Diane Roosa’s order for police to 
shut down the bar’s entertainment 
onthe night of July 16 is the latest 
in a long series of episodes in- 
volving the Main Street bar and 
Marguerite Tristany, whose par- 
ents own a house next door. 
i Many bar patrons labeled 
Roosa’s decision to stop comedian 
___, Bucky Lewis in the middle of his 
| show as censorship, but Roosa said 
(° the decision had nothing do with 
\), the nature of the performance. 
Roosa said she decided to stop the 
performance because the bar did 
not have a live entertainment li- 
N cense and because police deter- 
N mined that the bar had more than 
the 120 people allowed. 
According to a police report, 
Tristany called police around 
midnight to complain about noise 
¥ at the bar. Tristany also called 


Report from Lee 


iron fist in a velvet glove. And he’s Why, the citizen asks, should the 
one of those rare politicians who can _ town spend $8,200 to create a sec- 


admit error gracefully. If you point ond office within this stuffy select- 
LEE — Lenox has The Mount, out a screw-up in town government, man’s room when the town’s De- 
Stockbridge has theater galore. Lee he'll say, “Gee, it was my fault that partment of Public Works superin- 
las its Monday night selectmen’s happened.” tendent could be moved out of his 
neetings, If you continue to press for a new Town Hall office and back to 
The weekly performances on the pound of flesh, you'll get tireless ample office space that is now un- 
econd floor of the Civil War Me- contrition. You'll get no flesh. used on Railroad Street? That’s 
10rial Town Hall on Main Street And should you dare attack a where the superintendent’s office 
xhibit anger, tension, absurdity, fellow member of the board, our used to be. That’s where his troops 
Ourage, fear, passion, affection, second member will tell you —_ are. 
weetness, understatement, over- sweetly but firmly — to go to hell. The vacated Town Hall space 
satement, you name it, The dia- The third selectman is a veteran could become the administrator’s 
gue is often bombast; often it’s of years of service to Lee in a variety Office, handily saving $8,200 and 
isp. of capacities. He apparently could putting the superintendent back with 
A kind of theater-in-the-round, not resist the temptation to re-enter _ the people he superintends. 
is one relies heavily on audience the selectmen fray when he saw the The selectmen’s reply: The public 
tticipation. If all the world’s a executive body coming under in- works Superintendent should be 
in. leading toher ‘28* these men and women are creasing fire in recent years from the _ close to the new town administrator, 
Roosa to complain, leading ¢,  2nsistently genuine. town’s disgruntled citizens. He was not with the troops. Any more 
Sarr! hire Nae epee aE Be forewarned that the lighting is elected handily. One suspects the comment? 
yj Lewis was told that if he a g, ‘trible, acoustics are poor and often disgruntled citizens were among A citizen points out that there’s 
stophis show, he wouldbe arres t, © lines are mumbled or are simply those who voted for him because former office space in the Town Hall 
is i) dee coment ape q (audible. But when you guess what they felt he would add even more basement that could be re-used to 
bs officers from Lee, 


: le people are saying, it can some- zest to the Monday night schedule. make space upstairs. The board’s 
the State police departmentswere o- 4. nore dramatic than actu- The third selectman is tough, 


ly hearing it. sometimes acerbic. He knows pre- 
There’s air conditioning in this cisely what he’s doing and absolutely A citizen alleges that the select- 
le f : re wly renovated hall. However, it is why. If you disagree, that’s your men have no respect for the people 
: It was like something you  _ isy and therefore turned off. The privilege. But why are you wasting who make Suggestions. “You treat us 
\) in Russia,” Locker Room owne ting is uncomfortable and the _ his time? like garbage,” says the citizen, 
Donald Lucy said in an ee ce is hot and stuffy during the | As an example from a_ typical heatedly. 
after the meeting. They rd mer season. But there’s no ad- evening of this theater, let’s take the The chairman doesn’t see it that 
even give us any leeway. nap [sion charge. production of Monday, July 13. Like way. Any more comment? 
ing to Lucy, Lewis had only p ree you’re one of those who shuns most meetings of the board, this one There being none, the motion on 
Sout ens ethis two hours OW: ‘ern theater’ “because today’s dealt with a variety of town issues. the floor is whether to award a 
when he was : 


standing by in case the crowd be- 


reply: Basement space is storage. 
came unruly after Lewis was told 


Any more comment? 
to leave. This did not happen. 


t ; wrights need bad language and Here we will isolate one that may 
prices na ita Gea. Cay tangy not. Lee’s sean isas have a bearing on future perfor- 
entertainment licen: Ce ‘er as your grandma. mances, 
been issued in Lee, although it 4 lere ie three main characters, _ The town recently voted to hire a 
tequired by state law, sapere! selectmen chairman is a woman professional administrator. He is 
that no business’s er. leaves no doubt about who’s in mow on the payroll and needs an 
should be curtailed for not tablish ‘e here. She knows just how office. The selectmen decided at 
oe aol aectmen te a leeway to allow the cantan- some point in the past to divide 
Apes sima fo anuing the: oes e 8 cast of characters seated or their meeting space approximately in 
Selectman John De A ehion ng before her. She has a fine half, with one half to become the 
7 received a round of BPR of when to allow them to run administrator’s office. A contractor 
- ‘on. When to shut them up. If bid to do the job for $8,200. The 
-.00Se to speak, you’d better be chairman calls for and receives a 
relevant, orderly and reasonably po- motion to award the contract. 
lite. A citizen attending the meeting 
The second selectman is laidback calls for discussion of the proposal. 
— often jovial. A change-up. The The chairman yields, 


cae abs . Continued on A10 
eS 


contract for $8,200. The board’s 
approval is unanimous. 

Any more comment? There being 
none, the meeting is adjourned. 

The board is asked afterwards if 
Squeezing the selectmen’s space into 
half of what it is now won’t leave the 
disgruntled citizens either standing 
or sitting in each other’s lap. The 
jovial selectmen responds that if 
there’s a crowd, the selectmen’s 
meetings can be moved downstairs 
to the former Lee District court- 
room. 

Don’t count on that happening 
often. I don’t think the Lee select- 
men truly enjoy being theater, 


\ 
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Mead Sludge 


For Lee's Landfill as 'Uneconomical' 


_ LEE—Aplan for Mead to use its industrial sludge to fill the 


»wn’s landfill is not economically feasible, Town Administrator 
Abbondanzio told selectmen at the July 20 meeting. 


Abbondanzio and Selectman John DeVarennes met with 
_ Mead officials on July 15 to discuss the plan, which the town hoped 


might be a way to raise money toward the $1 million capping cost. 
7 “As it turns out it’s not economical to do that,” Abbondanzio 


said 


regulations. 


The town’s negotiating committee was to meet July 22 to 


The town was hoping to get a tipping fee of at least $20 per 
cubic yard, but Mead would only pay $5. 

According to Abbondanzio, Mead is negotiating with the 
state to have its sludge approved as a final capping material. If 
that happens, Mead could sell the sludge. 

The question of how to fill the landfill has been an ongoing 
conflict between town officials who want to charge for the service, 
and citizens who think it should be free to taxpayers. But the 
landfill must be capped by October 1993 according to state 


P 


Ww 


new landfill. Abbondanzio said town representatives will again 


discuss the possibility of sharing with Mead the cost of opening a ? 


meet with Mead on Aug. 6. 
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Lee Selectmen appoint 


government 


By Gerald B. O’Connor 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — Selectmen have named 
12 residents to a committee to 
study town government, which 
one former selectman named to 
the panel feels voters want to 
change. 

The committee has béen 
formed as a result of annual town 
meeting and election votes in 
May that fell on opposite sides of 
the question whether to do away 
with Lee’s representative town 
meeting. 

Former Selectman William D. 
Bean, one of two who circulated 
petitions calling for restoration of 
the open town meeting, said he 
believes that once committee 
members hear public comment on 


the issue, “they'll see that change 
is needed.” 


Special interests 


The representative town meet- 
ing, in which elected representa- 
tives from designated neighbor- 
hoods, or districts, vote at town 
meetings, was instituted in the 
1970s. Voters at that time felt that 
the traditional open town meet- 
ing, in which any qualified voter 
could vote, had become domi- 
nated by special-interest groups, 
made possible because so few 
voters turned out. 


Bean is one of those named to 
the new study panel, which is 
scheduled to hold its first full 
session with the Selectmen on 
Sept. 14. 


At-large members of the panel 
besides Bean are Edward Murray, 
a former selectman and now a 
member of the Board of Asses- 
sors; Joseph F. DuPont, another 
former selectman; Don C. Hunter, 
an attorney; and Deborah 
Holmes, accountant in the school 
superintendent’s office, who will 


study panel 


represent town employees. 

Others have been selected from 
the six representative districts, 
one from each: Edith Parker from 
District 1, William E. Noonan 
from 2, George Allen from 3, Ed- 
ward M. Briggs from 4, Richard 
Burns from 5 and Karen Norton 
from 6. 

Town Administrator Frank Ab- 
bondanzio, the 12th member, will 
represent the Selectmen. 

“It’s a good group,” said Bean. 
“I look forward to working with 
them.” He said he is convinced 
the town must return to the open 
town meeting, a belief evidently 
shared by a majority of residents 
who favored abolishing the rep- 
resentative form in a non-binding 
referendum May 18 by a 426-368 
margin. : 

However, representatives at the 
annual town meeting three days 
later voted 27-16 against abolition. 

Public opinion on the matter 
appears equally divided. If open 
town meetings of earlier decades 
were sparsely attended, some 
feel, representative town meet- 
ings of the present aren’t shining 
lights by comparison. At the May 
21 town meeting, for example, 
only 38 of the 61 representatives 
— 62 percent — were present to 
vote. 

Even scarcer, however, were 
non-voting citizens who are free 
to comment on any issue in any of 
the town meetings even though 
the representatives are the only 
ones authorized to vote. There 
were only 20 present. 

“Where’s all the people?” Dis- 
trict 6 Representative James F. 
Nolan wanted to know that night. 

“Well, it’s like a ball game,” 
said Bean yesterday. “You get all 
suited up to play and then sit on 
the bench for nine innings. After 
a while you say, ‘What’s the 
sense?’ ” 


vaste. | 


Said suitable 
for rain forest 


conservatory 


By Ellen G. Lahr 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — Three town-owned land 
tracts have been identified as 
possible development sites for a 
multimillion dollar tropical rain 


forest conservatory being pro- 


posed by a Williamstown botanist. 

Mary K. Bradbury, president of 
the Lee Chamber of Commerce, 
said chamber representatives met 
Tuesday with Town Administrator 


| Frank Abbondanzio to discuss 


potential sites for a New England 
Tropical Conservatory. Identify- 


| ing the three land tracts, she 


said, moved the concept over an 
important early hurdle. 

One site in particular — a 25- 
acre tract on West Street — ap- 


‘pears most attractive for the 


project, she said. 

| She said Abbondanzio, Public 
| Works Superintendent J. Peter 
| Scolforo and Town Counsel! Jer- 
' ome J. Scully will review all three 
sites, checking access to roads, 
town water and sewer and any 
| possible deed restrictions that 
| would limit development on the 


_ | land. 


In addition to the West Street 
. property, Bradbury said two other 
‘sites have been identified for 
| possible use: a 46-acre parcel on 
| Church Street and a 57-acre tract 
| on Golden Hill Road. 


Proposed facility 


W. Scott Hoover of Williams- 
| town, who has founded a non- 
‘profit organization called the 
New England Tropical Conserva- 
| tory, is seeking 25 acres on which 

to develop a proposed education, 
research and tourist facility. The 
58,000-square-foot indoor rain 


* forest would be devoted to the 


study and propagation of tropical 
plant species. 

Hoover has said he must iden- 
tify a development site in order 
to qualify for a $100,000 federal 
grant. That grant would help pay 
the $250,000 cost of a feasibility 
study for the project. 

Originally, his project was to be 
affiliated with the Massachusetts 
Museum of Contemporary Art. 
But with that project bearing 
some uncertainties of its own, 
Hoover is looking elsewhere for 
possible development sites. Lee, 
with its access to the Massachu- 
setts Turnpike, is an attractive 
choice, he said. 

Bradbury said the Church 
Street property is being eyed not 
just by the chamber, but by pro- 
ponents of a new municipal golf 
course. The property might sup- 
plement the Fairview Street tract 
currently under consideration for 
that project. 


When the Church Street prop- 
erty was donated to the town, the 
owners had stipulated it would 
not be developed for 30 years, but 
that covenant expires in March 
1993, said Bradbury. 

Bradbury said there doesn’t 
appear to be any development 
restrictions on the West Street 
property, but that town counsel 
will review the deed in more de- 
tail to be sure. 

She stressed the town hasn’t 

_ made any formal commitments to 
Hoover at this point. A special 
town meeting’s approval would 
ultimately be needed before the 


} 
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@ TROPICAL, from B1 


Patricia Carlino. 

Abbondanzio said that, once the 
town has reviewed the sites, 
there will be a public meeting for 
town residents and representa- 
tives to learn about the tropical 
conservancy project in more de- 
tail. 

He was more circumspect about 
the West Street property. 

“We looked closely at all three 
sites,’ he said, “and wouldn’t 
want to say one [rates higher] 
than another.” ~ 

Meanwhile, he said, if the 
project goes forward, he intends 
to seek economic development 
funds from the state to help pay 
for the infrastructure costs asso- 
ciated with development. 

Abbondanzio said the most im- 
portant long-term benefit of such 
a project would be potential 
“spin-off” development that could 
take place, perhaps in conjunc- 
tion with the industrial park be- 
ing planned for Route 102. Some 
of the adjunct businesses could 
be biotechnical in nature, he 
said. 

“It’s a very good idea, a very 
exciting concept,” he said. “The 
development implications are 
very important.” 
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Craig F. Walker / Berkshire Eagle Staff 


tructor Bea Wattenberg leads members of the Third Age Company through their paces at the Lee Senior Center. 


Going strong in the ‘third age’ 


| Over-60 company aims to show dance is for everyone 


By Daniel 0, Bellow 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — The dancers all stared straight 
ahead with the preoccupied look of per- 
formers totally absorbed in their work, fol- 

| lowing the instructor’s lead, trying to make 
each gesture just right. 

V3 But these are not ordinary dancers gear- 
ing up for next week's performance at 
Jacob’s Pillow. They all are women of what 
choreographer Liz Lerman calls “the third 

| age,” and the studio was the Lee Senior 

| Center, with all the bingo tables pushed up 
| against the walls to form a work space. 

| They are headed for the big time: an 

| appearance on the stage at the Ted Shawn 


formance of Lerman’s Dancers of the Third 
Age company, 

Lerman, a well-known choreographer, 
runs two companies of dancers and works 
on the premise that “dance is for every- 
one.” She founded her Dancers of the 
Third Age Company, whose members range 
in age from 60 to 90, to “shatter commonly 
held stereotypes about aging... [show] that 
people who have been in motion for over 
sixty years bring special qualities to dance 
and movement and redefine the audience’s 
perception of what dance is, and what 
dancers are.” 

Part of the group’s mission is to recruit 
amateur dancers in each town where they 
perform, and include them in the perfor- 


mance, Men are invited to participate, but 
few of them do, said instructor Bea Watt- 
enberg, a member of Lerman’s company. 
Only one man showed up in Lee, and he 
dropped out when his wife did. “That’s 
true throughout dance,” Wattenburg said. 
“Maybe they think it’s not macho.” 


Yesterday, the volunteer performers 
were rehearsing “Still Crossing,” which 
Lerman choreographed to musie written by 
Mark Isham in honor of the Statue -of 
Liberty’s 100th anniversary in 1986. 


The piece doesn’t call for any movement 
that’s* t@6 strenuous, but it does seem to 
require great precision of-movement, and 


+ DANCERS, continued on B6 


Theatre at the Pillow, as part of the per- 


‘Vhird Age dancérs prepare 


for Jacob’s Pillow showing 


@ DANCERS, from B1 


the dancers worked on it again 
and again at Wattenberg’s com- 
mand. 

“I think dancing keeps you 
young,” said Rose Trigoboff, wip- 
ing some sweat off her brow and 
smiling. “It’s a beautiful thing.” 
She has a cottage on Stockbridge 
Bowl. 

Other dancers interviewed 
during a rehearsal break agreed. 
Shirley Yost, 66, who runs the 
Turning Point inn on Route 23 in 
Great Barrington, said she met 
Lerman when she was 60. \ 


“I told her I had always wanted 


~ to be a dancer, and she told me 


‘now’s the time to start,” Yost 
recalled. : 

Others, like Roberta Wolff and 
Diana Feld of Lee, said they had 
been dancing all their lives, and 
had been involved with Jacob’s 


Pillow for a long time. The danc- 
ers were all excited at the pros- 
pect of performing on the main 
stage, and they were rehearsing 
hard as Wattenberg put them 
through their paces. 

“Don’t watch me,” she said. 
“I'm watching you. You’ve been 
rehearsing for a couple of days, 
you should be getting it into your 
bodies, not following me.” 

The dancers went over a single 
gesture several times, with Watt- 
enberg telling them to listen for 
the cues in the music. 

Later, the 67-year-old Watt- 
enberg said she got into Lerman’s 
company by accident. 

“T thought I would be joining a 
ballroom dancing group,” she 
said. “I went to an open house for 
the Dancers of the Third Age, and 
here it was this modern dance 
company.” 


In the swim % 


She went on tour as an under- 
study for another performer, then 
caught on. 

“For 40 years I was your typical 
stay-at-home housewife,” she 
said. When her husband died 
nine years ago, “I figured it was 
sink or swim,” she said. “Well, 
here I am swimming.” 

The troupe will perform Tues- 
day through Saturday, Aug. 1. 
Performances begin at 8 p.m. 
Tuesday through Thursday, and 
at 8:30 p.m. Friday and Saturday. 
Tickets are priced at $24 and $28, 


Lee woman’s 


Eagle 


9-25-92, 
testimony aids 


nun’s move toward sainthood 


STOCKBRIDGE — A Polish nun 
who died in 1938 is moving to- 
ward official sainthood in the 
Catholic Church with the help of 
a priest and a woman employee 
of the Marian Fathers in Stock- 
bridge. 

The woman employee, Maureen 
M. Digan, says that she was mi- 
raculously cured of a life- 
threatening disease after she 
prayed in 1981 at the tomb of the 
nun, Sister Faustina Kowalska, in 
Poland. 

Digan, who is a resident of Lee, 
is secretary of the Association of 
Marian Helpers, an organization 
associated with the Marian Fa- 
thers. Her testimony is important 
on behalf of Kowalska because an 
authenticated miracle is required 
for beatification. Beatification is 
a key step on the route to canon- 
ization as a saint. 

The priest is the Rev. Seraphim 
Michalenko, a member of the 
Marian Fathers who has worked 
full time since 1985 as part of an 
international team promoting 
what is known as Kowalska’s 
“cause.” 

Michalenko discusses the com- 

plex canonization process in a 


GA 


story in yesterday’s Catholic Ob- 
server, the newspaper of the Di- 
ocese of Springfield. The process, 
which may take years, requires 
extensive and careful study of 
Kowalska’s life and writings and 
of any miracles attributed to her 
intercession. 

On July 1 of this year a panel of 
nine theologians in Rome agreed 
that Digan’s cure was a miracle. 
She had been suffering from 
lymphedema, a disease that 
caused swelling of her legs and 
forced one leg to be amputated. 
Medical authorities say that the 
disease is normally untreatable. 

Digan told the Observer that 
the panel’s conclusions were re- 
ported to her informally and that 
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Pope John Paul II is expected to | 
announce the results formally / 
this fall. 

Kowalska was a mystic who 
said that she had received divine 
inspiration to spread a special 
devotion to “the Mercy of God.” 
Her mode of devotion, which was 
highly popular among Poles and 
other Slavs, was forbidden by 
Vatican authorities for a time 
because of doubts about its doc-| 
trinal correctness. 

The matter came under re-| 
newed study at the request of) 
Archbishop Karol Wojtyla of 
Krakow, who later became Pope 
John Paul II. The ban on the 
devotion was lifted by Pope Paul 
VI in 1978. 


Proposed 


| Department’s proposal 
| smoking in public places encoun- 


smoking ban 


ignites opposition in Lee 


By Ellen G. Lahr 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — The Tri-Town Health 
to ban 


tered opposition last night from 
business owners who said such 
regulations -will only add to the 
‘problems the recession has 
brought to the area economy. 
Daniel Hunter, whose family 
owns Diesel Dan’s truck stop in 
Lee, said he surveyed customers 
— mostly truckers — in his res- 
taurant and found that 73 percent 
smoke. Thirty-five percent said 
they wouldn’t stop at Diesel Dan’s 


if they couldn’t light up there. 

“This would be a tremendous, 
\tremendous hardship for us,” 
‘said Hunter, speaking at a public 
hearing at the Lee Senior Center. 
“We aren’t primarily a restau- 
rant; fuel is how we make our 
living... There are already less 
trucks on the road. We were 
down 500,000 gallons from 1990 to 
1991.” 


Fines for sales to minors 


Losing any more patrons, he 
said, will cost his business dearly. 
| “If I lose one more gallon, I’ll 
have 30 more people at unem- 
| ployment.” 

The Tri-Town Board of Health, 
| which governs health matters in 
| Lee, Lenox and Stockbridge, has 
| been preparing strict smoking 


| 


regulations for the past year. In 
addition to restricting smoking in 
public places and work places, 
the ban would eliminate cigarette 
vending machines and would 
| impose a permit requirement on 
stores that sell tobacco products, 
| for a fee of $100. Fines would be 
levied on stores that sell to mi- 
| nors. 

Williamstown has also adopted 
smoking regulations, and towns 
across the state are also doing so. 

Bars would be exempt from the 


| no-smoking regulations. 


The Board of Health will vote 
on the proposed restrictions at a 
July 8 meeting at 7 p.m. in the 
Airoldi Building on Railroad 
Street. 

Ticki Winsor, co-owner of the 


| Eastover Resort in Lenox, said 


she respects the health board’s 
concerns but opposes the pro- 
posed smoking ban. 

A survey of guests over two 
weekends, she said, revealed that 
59 percent were smokers and that 
68 percent weren’t bothered by 
second-hand smoke. 

More than 30 percent would 
reconsider coming to Eastover if 
they couldn’t smoke there, she 
said. 


‘Be creative’ 


Enforcement of the regulations 
would be difficult, since a dance 
hall, for instance, can’t be di- 
vided into smoking and non- 
smoking areas, she said. 

William Orford, who owns the 
Morgan House restaurant in Lee, 
Said businesses are already 
working hard “to keep our heads 
above water.” 

The Morgan House already ac- 
commodates non-smokers with 
non-smoking sections, he said. 

“I hope we can be creative and 
not douse business opportunities 
for us,” he said. “It won’t take an 
awful lot to put some of us un- 
der.” 

The town is becoming more 
dependent on tourism, he said, 
and needs to be accommodating 
to both smokers and non-smokers, 

John H. “Jack” Fitzpatrick, 


owner of The Red Lion Inn j 
Stockbridge, stated briefly, “We'd 
oppose anything like this.» 

Philip Schane, owner of The 
Buttery in Stockbridge, objected 
to the permitting requirement for 
stores that sell tobacco Products 
saying it adds another layer of 
bureaucracy and fees for small 
business owners, 

He also challenged the Provi- 
sion that imposes fines on Stores 
that sell tobacco products to 
people under 18, while “holding 
the buyer blameless.” 

“This puts the towns in the po- 
sition of profiting from smoking 
while ostensibly discouraging 
smoking,” Schane said. 

John Copeland of Lee, a long- 
time smoker, said he doesn’t like 
the idea of “people trying to reg. 
ulate our lives.” 

“I feel people should have a 
right if they want to to go out and 
kill themselves. That’s their priv- 
ilege,” he said. 

But Dorothy Castronova, rep- 
resenting the opposing view, said 
non-smokers have a right to be 
free from second-hand smoke, 

“It seems like we’re the ones 
with no rights,” she said, 


Former smoker’s view 


Warren Fowler of Lenox, who 
said he was a four-pack-a-day 
man while working at The Berk- 
shire Eagle, said he now can't 
imagine why anyone would op- 
pose the regulation. 

“You look at me,” said Fowler. 
“I smoked four packs a day at the 
newspaper and when I quit I 
gained 60 pounds. I hate myself 
the way I am.” 

“Several people mention the 
rights of smokers, but in my 
humble opinion, smokers don’t 
have rights. It’s a privilege,” he 
said. “I think smoking in public 
areas should be banned.” 

Representatives from the state 
Department of Public Health and 
the American Cancer Society’s 
Berkshire County chapter also 
spoke in support of the regula- 
tions, as did Edward Sweda, a 
lobbyist for a group called GASP, 
a group opposed to smoking. 

After the meeting, Hunter ap- 
proached the health board mem- 
bers in front of the room to reit- 
erate his concerns about the im- 
pact the regulations would have 
on his business. gut 

He spoke about a scenario in 
which he would ask some truck 
drivers to please not smoke. 

“!'d be knocked on my can by 
some of these guys,” he said. 
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By Ellen G. Lahr 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — A new bridge is being built 
between Lenox and Lee. 


It’s a bridge over years of athletic 
rivalry, socioeconomic value judgments, 
stubborn Yankee independence, bitter 
recollections of a fatal fight between 
teen-agers from both towns — schisms 
that may well be fading or put aside as 
the bottom line forces the neighboring 
communities to consider forming new 
bonds. 

The town managers recently hired by 
both towns don’t come with the intimate 
knowledge of the historic separateness 
“of Lee and Lenox. They are looking from 
a business perspective at ways to save 
money and improve services. 

Last Friday, Lenox Town Manager 
John Musante and Lee Town Adminis- 
trator Frank Abbondanzio got together 
to lay the groundwork for future regional 


Lee, Lenox close ranks afte 


@ TOWNS, from B1 

Size, borders, budgets, popula- 
tions, average household incomes 
and other factors make the two 
towns more alike than different, 
he said. 

On the other hand, he said, 
neither town wants to interfere 
with the other town’s politics. 

Deely acknowledged, however, 
that some past efforts to share 
services haven’t worked out. For 
example, he said, the two towns 
years ago didn’t grab the oppor- 
tunity to obtain a grant for a 
shared, full-time building in- 
spector. Pignatelli recalls that 
Lee backed out of that plan. 

On the other hand, the two 
towns and Stockbridge share the 
health inspector successfully. 
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By Linda Burchard 


ee-Lenox initiatives leave 


cooperation. They arranged a tentative 
meeting for selectmen from both towns 
for Aug. 11 in Lenox. 

Lee and Lenox have shared certain 
ventures over the years: cooperating on 
development of a new drinking water 
supply, joining with Stockbridge to share 
the Tri-Town Board of Health and a full- 
time health inspector, purchasing land 
on Laurel Lake. 


From football to dispatching 


Now, however, there are plans afoot to 
share an emergency dispatch system, a 
football team and perhaps a variety of 
other town functions and equipment. 
After months of prodding and resistance 
from Lenox school officials, the two high 
school principals are reportedly talking 
with Lee about sharing some advanced 
placement classes, according to Lee 
School Committee Chairman Carol Le- 


Prevost. 
And leaders in both towns see room 


rae 


for still more cooperation: sharing 
highway equipment, police departments 
and school superintendents. 

Lenox Selectmen Chairman Joseph 
Nolan recalled that, even when he was 
in high school years ago, there was an 
intense rivalry between the two towns. 
When he joined the board three years 
ago, he said, he was annoyed to learn 
that Lee had put on hold its own role in 
bringing the Washington Mountain 
Brook water project to fruition. 

“J was turned off, back a ways. But 
now there seems to be some new think- 
ing down there,” Nolan said. “It’s really 
coming out of the Lee Board of Select- 
men. It’s something new.” ; 

Lenox Selectman John J. Pignatelli, a 
longtime board member who has advo- 
cated shared services for years, said 
towns don’t like to give up their in- 
dependence. But now, for financial rea- 
sons, towns are waking up, he said. 

Lee, he said, has resisted a number of 
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divided pasts behin 


overtures from Lenox in the past — most 
recently sharing a water treatment plant. 
But the town is warming up on other 
matters, he said. 

Nolan credits Lee Selectman Martin 
H. Deely with pushing the towns toward 
closer cooperation in non-school areas. 

“Marty (Deely] is trying to convince his 
board that the people in Lenox aren't all 
that bad,” Nolan jested. 

“We want the administrators to think 
regionally,” said Deely. “We have every- 
thing in common.” 

TOWNS, continued on B3 


r years of rivalry 


That’s the model to build on, said 
Deely and Pignatelli. 

LePrevost said much of the ri- 
valry between the towns stems 
from the athletic competition be- 
tween the neighboring towns’ 
high schools. But it is often the 
parents, not the students, who 
add to the competitive edge, she 
said. Those tensions were already 
brewing, she said, when two Lee 
youths drowned in Laurel Lake 
during a confrontation with seven 
Lenox teens in the early 1980s, 
she said. 


LePrevost, who has attempted 
to persuade Lenox school offi- 
cials to regionalize with Lee, said 
she has encountered the attitude 
in Lenox that the well-heeled 
community shouldn’t mix with the 


“mill town” next door. 

Pignatelli said that attitude 
prevails “in some circles,” but he 
hopes that is changing. 

Historically, Lee has had a 
reputation for being more of an 
insulated “family town,” whose 
residents often intermarry, he 
said. Now, he said, more mar- 
riages are taking place between 
residents of both towns. 


‘Mill town’ 


Lee School Superintendent 
Henry T. Zukowski is concerned 
enough about Lee’s “mill town” 
image that he is considering ‘a 
marketing and public relations 
campaign to address the problem. 

While the town administrators 
and selectmen won’t be discuss- 


A rain forest? In Lee? 


Eg! yy dale 


Hoover hopes to make conservatory a reality 


ing sharing academic aspects of 
their schools, Nolan vowed that 
the subject “won’t be ignored 
completely.” 


“There are many people who 
because of the financial climate 
think it’s time to revisit this 
thing,” Nolan said. 


He noted that a petition has 
been presented to the School 
Committee asking the board to 
explore “sharing educational op- 
tions” Lee. The School Commit- 
tee and superintendent are re- 
sisting the plan, instead pressing 
forth with a multimillion-dollar 
school building endeavor. 


October meeting 


Lenox officials last week set an 
Oct. 30 special town meeting to 
consider the $13.9 million spend- 
ing plan, which calls for renovat- 
ing two town schools and moth- 
balling the third. 

“Lenox can’t afford that kind of 
money,” said Nolan, predicting 
the plan’s outright defeat. 


Pignatelli said it won’t be long 
before towns can’t afford other 
things, like street sweepers and 
sewer cleaners. That equipment 
should be shared among towns, 
he said. Lenox currently shares 
some highway equipment with 
Stockbridge in a successful co- 
operative arrangement, he said. 


Even the police departments of 


| both towns could interface, he 


said, providing backup coverage 
or sharing police chiefs, he said. 


Berkshire Eagle Staff 


WILLIAMSTOWN — By the time Scott 
Hoover was in junior high school, he had 
converted a potting shed on his family’s 
Green River Road estate into a greenhouse 
and furnished it with cuttings he had col, 
lected from his mother’s friends’ plants. 

Now, aiming on a global scale, Hoover 
wants to build an innovative conservatory to 
house a tropical rain forest in Berkshire 
County. Hoover, a tropical botanist and 
landscape designer, envisions the $35 mil- 
lion New England Tropical Conservatory as 
an educational, research and tourist facility. 
Initially, when Hoover announced plans 
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for a shell-shaped 58,000-square-foot botani- 
cal complex, he said he wanted to build it 
as an adjunct to the Massachusetts Museum 
of Contemporary Art, a world class museum 
proposed for the former Sprague Electric 
Co. mill complex in North Adams. 

But Hoover now Says that because Mass 
MoCA must raise $12 million in private funds 
to qualify for $35 million in state construc- 
tion funds, he wants to explore alternative 
sites and has outlined his proposal to town 
ant Sc ieloemens officials in Lee. 

€ 1s seeking to raise local] 150,0! 
the $250,000 cost of a feasibility ae ee ta 
proposal, with the remainder to be provided 


HOOVER, continued on B6 
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Botanist Hoover sets sights 
on developing conservgtory — 


@ HOOVER, from B1 


by grants, and to have a 25-acre 
site donated. The immense scope 
of the project, which he envisions 
as saving endangered species, 
providing research into their 
possible medicinal uses and at- 
tracting viewers, has raised 
questions about whether Hoover 
is a visionary or a dreamer — a 
distinction usually determined by 
money. 


Cognizant of past 


Hoover stresses that he, and 
those involved with the project, 
are Berkshire County people with 
long memories about the proces- 
sion of successive developments 
that have shimmered tantalizingly 
on the horizon only to dissolve. 

“All of us have our roots here,” 
he said. “We're very sensitive to 
our county and our home.” 

Among those Berkshire County 
people involved in the proposal 
are James Hunter, director of 
development; architect Scott 
Guyon, a graduate of Mount 
Greylock Regional High School 
now living in Lexington, Ky.; and 
William C. Grant, a retired pro- 
fessor of biology at Williams Col- 
lege and director of education. 

The project has no office, and 
is operating on a shoestring, said 
Hoover, who acknowledged hayv- 
ing put a great deal of his own 
money into it. 

“It’s a proposal that has to be 
subjected to rigorous tests,” he 
said. 


Year’s feasibility study 


The feasibility study, to deter- 
mine the project’s economic im- 
portance and its potential for 
drawing visitors, would take 
about a year, he said, during 
which he would expect to raise 
funds for the next step. 

“In no way am I thinking about 
a partnership with the state,” he 
said. “There would likely be 
partnerships with universities, 
mostly for research.” 

Hoover said he expects the fa- 
cility to be supported by the sale 
and propagation of plants that 
can be used in medicine or as 
food, and by tourist dollars. The 
facility would also offer educa- 
tional programs in conjunction 
with colleges and universities. 

“The global awareness of the 
environmental situation is one of 
the logical reasons this project 
stands a chance of success,” he 
said. 

Thomas B. Croat, curator of 
botany at the Missouri Botanical 
Gardens in St. Louis, one of the 
first members of the proposed 
conservatory’s board of directors, 
said he believes that chance has 
grown. 


“It's quite a grandiose plan, 
and I never was terribly hopeful 
it would fly,” said Croat in a 
telephone interview last week. 

“But Scott is quite remarkable 
at getting things to fly. It would 
be a great thing for the area,” 
said Croat. “The New England 
area just doesn’t have anything 
comparable. The closest thing is 
the New York Botanical Gardens 
in the Bronx.” 

While the prospect of support- 
ing such an ambitious facility has 
raised questions, Croat said the 
Missouri Botanical Gardens are 
“very successful.” 

“You've got to know who to ask 
for money,” he said. “We’ve had 
no difficulty here. We’ve grown 
dramatically. We’re involved in 
tropical research. We’ve got a 
program with Ecuador that en- 
ables us to collect.” 

The Missouri Botanical Gar- 
dens draw less than a million 
visitors a year, said Croat. But he 
said he thinks Hoover’s project 
could work “if they build it right, 
do the right thing and advertise it 
right. There’s an enormous in- 
terest in conservation and plants 
in general.” 

Actual re-creation of a rain 
forest, said Croat, would be “very 
expensive,” and because some 
trees don’t flower or fruit for 100 
years, those would be “not very 
useful.” Those seeking to create a 
rain forest effect, he said, use 
trees that occur naturally in rain 
forests but which “grow very 
quickly.” 

That approach is, he said, a 
“kind of fakery,” but “educational 
because it presents the message.” 

“You can get enough in- 
gredients in the mixture to look 
real, to get the people interested 
in conservation, and contributing 
to the preservation of the rain 
forest,” said Croat. 


‘Magnificent thing’ 


The proposed conservatory, 
said Croat, is “an ambitious 
project. It sort of sounds like it 
could come off, and if it does, it 
could be a magnificent thing.” 

Hoover, too, talks of developing 
a program with Ecuador for col- 
lecting plants. 

Last week, Hoover talked about 
how his early interest had led to 
the development of a monumen- 
tal plan. 

The rooms of the 18th century 
house on Hancock Road reflect 
his passion for collecting, and the 
variety of his interests. Framed 
Jimi Hendrix posters on the walls 
gaze out at woodcarvings from 
New Guinea and Thailand. 

Hoover leafed quickly through 
boxes containing thousands of 
slides to locate those of temple 
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ruins deep in Me n and Cen- 
tral American jungles. Hoover 
said these massive stone temples 
and tombs, engulfed by lush jun- 
gle growth, made a dramatic and 
indelible impression on him. He 
said. he tries to re-create the 
impression of giant stones juxta- 
posed with flourishing plants in 
his landcape design business. 


Greenhouse beginnings 


Hoover whetted his interest in 
plants over three summers work- 
ing at the Mount Williams 
Greenhouses in North Adams; 
and continued after graduating 
from Mount Greylock Regional 
High School in 1971 by taking all 
the botany courses offered at 
Colorado College, where he ma- 
jored in biology and philosophy. 
A free-lance botanist, he has 
pursued his particular quarry, 
begonias, deep into tropical ter- 
ritory, sometimes where no one 
but indigenous people have ever 
been. Hoover — as was his 
cousin, Herbert Hoover — is a 
member of the Explorers Club. 

The 10 expeditions he has led 
over the past 20 years to countries 
in Central and South America 
and Southeast Asia have included 
work for the Eli Lilly pharma- 
ceutical company collecting mé- 
dicinal plants and soil samples. 
He has, he said, also had grants 
from the Missouri Botanical 
Garden and the Arnold Arbore- 
tum of Harvard University, and 
has been under the auspices of 
the Explorers Club. 

He said he has seen the fragil- 
ity of the rain forest firsthand. 

“You literally see the forest 
being absolutely destroyed,” said 
Hoover. “I’ve gone back to where 
I had seen a begonia population 
and the entire mountainside had 
been turned into cattle pasture, 
All I found was stumps, bamboo 
and fires. 

“The planet’s being devas- 
tated,” he said. He said he be- 
lieves global warming may be re- 
versible; perhaps, too, the deple- 
tion of the ozone layer. 

“Extinction is not reversible,” 
he added. 


By Ellen G. Lahr 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — One of Lee’s most vocal 
conservationists said it is “un- 
thinkable” for the town to con- 
sider donating a tract of open 
land for development of a tropi- 
cal rain forest research and tour- 
ist facility. 

Deidre M. Consolati, a member 
of the Lee Land Trust, contacted 
The Eagle after learning the town 
had identified three potential 
development sites for the pro- 
posed New England Tropical 
Conservatory. 


. 


Ask voters 


“] think it’s outrageous to offer 
land owned by the town,” said 
Consolati. “It’s unthinkable that 
they could do this without asking 
the people ahead of time, estab- 
lishing a consensus. The land is 
irreplaceable.” 

A Williamstown botanist and 
, landscape designer, W. Scott 

Hoover, is spearheading the rain 
| = forest project, an educational, 
tourist and research facility he 
wants to locate in Lee. The Lee 
Chamber of Commerce is helping 
him to identify a potential build- 
ing site that he might acquire for 
free. He needs 25 acres, he says, 
for the 58,000-square-foot, $35 
million non-profit project. 

Last week, chamber members 
met with Town Administrator 
Frank Abbondanzio to discuss 
three town-owned tracts, which 
are undeveloped. The sites are 25 
acre on West Street, a 46 acres on 
Church Street, and 57 acres on 
Golden Hill, known as the town 
forest. The West Street parcel 
appears most attractive, said 
chamber President Mary K. 
Bradbury. 

Consolati said people who do- 
nate land to the town obviously 
intend that it remain undis- 
turbed, not developed for com- 
mercial uses. 


Not negotiable 


“J don’t think any of the land is 
negotiable, from my point of 
view,” she said. 

The town should proceed much 
more slowly with the project, she 
said, and give private landowners 
time to come forward with land 
donation offers. 

The concept of the tropical 
conservancy “is a noble idea,:and 
the town should pursue it within 


Offer of land for 


‘unthinkable,’ says conservationist 


Fagle 


its borders,” she said. “But we’re 
going down the wrong road with 
town land.” 

Any land conveyance must be 
approved first by a special town 
meeting. At this point, town offi- 
cials are merely identifying po- 
tential sites, Bradbury said last 
week. 

Timothy Gray, who organized 
the Lee Land Trust earlier this 
year, said Consolati’s views don’t 
reflect the position of the land 
trust as an organization. 

“I doubt this will be something 
the land trust will oppose,” he 
said, but at this point he doesn’t 
think the group should become a 
political organization backing or 
opposing certain projects. The 
group organized to encourage 
open space donations and acqui- 
sitions for the town. 


Foster growth 


“We'd have to take a long, hard 
look at whether it makes sense 
for the town to give the land,” 
said Gray. “We need to foster 
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rain forest site 


some sort of growth in town; we 
aren’t anti-growth.” 

Whether to give town land, he 
said, is a question of economics 
that the townspeople would have 
to decide. 
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about the issue. They say the appointment of William 
D, Bean to the board, who has been an ardent advocate 
of change, shows that the board includes all points of 
WAC ee eee 
Selectmen Martin Deely said the decision not to ap- 

yf the members was not in- 
ding that there was “‘no reason” 
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Tropical forest presentation Aug. 13; 


Ecuadorian ambassador coming to Lee 


Encouraged by the town of Lee’s reactio 

y in to a pro- 
posal to build a large indoor tropical rain forest in fee 
the Lee Chamber of Commerce and town officials plan to 


Department of Public Works Superintendent J. P 
. Peter 
Scolforo have agreed to take a preliminary look at using 


hold an informational meeting on the project Aug. 13. 


The Project’s proponent, botanist W. Scott Hoover Jr. 
of Williamstown, will describe his $35 million proposal 
for the New England Tropical Conservatory to towns- 
people, says Mary Bradbury, president of the Lee Cham- 


ber of Commerce. 


The Ecuadoran ambassador to the United Sta i 

, tes will 

also attend the mecting and visit the town to further ex- 
plore and explain his country’s role in the project, 


Bradbury says. 
“Everything has been quite encouraging,” 
v : ging,” Bradbur 
ties as we go into this the more Eiiunees 
seem to etting. There’s a real se i 

can work.” saa 7 ie a 
_ Hoover is seeking-a location to build his facili 

cility that 
would house a 58,000-square-foot, Aeuillisshaped 
greenhouse with plants from South America. It would 
serve as an international center for plant and pharma- 
ceutical research, preservation of endangered species 


one of three town-owned properties as a possible loca- 
tion for the project. The hae ee are on West Street 
Church Street and the town forest on Golden Hill Road. 
‘The properties are going to be looked at to see if there 
are any stipulations to limit their development,” 
Bradbury says. “There are still no commitments and eve- 
rything is on a very preliminary basis. Just because we are 
looking at those properties does not exclude using land 
each private ownership.” 
though some business leaders have expressed res- 
ervations about Hoover’s proposition, fae acomicer “Of 
the tropical rain forest being a success far outweighs the 
early concerns about the project, Bradbury says. 
‘People are all saying this could be good for the town,” 
Bradbury says. “They’re very conservative in their ap- 
proach, but people are moving. There’s a sense that the 
project is good, but the potential spinoffs are what 
they’re most enthusiastic about. We’re still jumping 
over the hurdles — big and small — but we haven’t hit any 


_\and a tourist attraction. 


By Ellen G. Lahr 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 
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| LEE — The Selectmen have 
‘named a 12-member Town Gov- 
/ernment Study Committee that 
| doesn’t include Carol E. LePre- 
| vost, and she’s not happy about it. 


| LePrevost, a district represen- 
‘tative and School Committee 
‘chairman who attends weekly 
|Selectmen’s meetings and speaks 
her mind on a variety of subjects, 
made it clear she was angered by 
the snub. 


| “There’s no reason I wouldn’t 
- have been chosen, except that I’m 
x | a Monday night visitor,” she said. 

| “It’s the good ol’ boy thing.” 


Lee woman anery at being left off 


LePrevost responded to a re- 
cent advertisement in the Penny 
Saver that sought volunteers for 
the study committee. She and a 
handful of others applied in 
writing but weren’t appointed, 
she said. 

Those who were appointed ei- 
ther expressed interest orally or 
were invited to serve by the Se- 
lectmen, said LePrevost. She said 
she was surprised that people 
who responded to the advertise- 
ment weren’t welcomed. 

In a heated exchange with Se- 
lectman Martin H.. Deely on 
Monday night, she ordered him 
not to call her at home anymore 
after meetings “to try to be my 


Town Administrator Frank Abbondanzio and Lee 


friend and get my confidence.” 

The study committee has been 
appointed to examine whether 
the town representative form of 
government should be eliminated 
in favor of the open town meeting 
system. 


Voters favored the change in a 
non-binding referendum in the 
annual election in the spring. But 
at the subsequent town meeting, 
representatives opposed changing 
the system. 

LePrevost was among those 
representatives who voted in fa- 
vor of the change. 

Opponents — including the Se- 
lectmen — said the matter should 
be studied more carefully before 
the town meeting style is 
changed, so the Selectmen. ap- 
pointed a committee to address 
what had become a contentious 
issue. 


Sign bylaw violations 


In another matter, the board 
took up the question of how to 
address sign bylaw violations in 
town. A proposed bylaw that 
would make some illegal signs 


legal is pendi 


| 


brick walls yet.” 


The meeting is tentatively scheduled for Au 
. 13 at 7 
p.m. at Lee Central School, Bradbury says. s 


study 


"the job, said Abbondanzio. — 


er Fel 

parking plan from the owners of 
the Locker Room Sports Bar on 
Main Street. The plan details 45 
parking spaces, most of which are 


on a vacant parcel to be leased 
across the street. 


The Planning Board must ap- 
prove the parking plan before a 
permanent occupancy certificate 
will be issued to the year-old es- 
tablishment. The bar has gener- 
ated complaints about parking 
and other matters. 


Bar owner Donald Lucy said 
the town should consider taking 
the empty lot at the corner of Elm 
and Main streets by eminent do- 
main to provide municipal park- 
ing for the north end of Main 
Street, where parking is a con- 
stant problem. Others supported 
his suggestion. 

Town Administrator Frank Ab- 
bondanzio recommended that the 
Selectmen hire Carol Marino for 
the position of administrative as- 
sistant. A former aide to state 
Rep. Christopher J. Hodgkins, D- 
Lee, Marino will replace Pauline 
Pollard, who is retiring. 

There were 16 applicants for 


Pom. 
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looks ahead with courage, humor 
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van, a high-tech computer and 
other expensive equipment that 
will do some of the things his 
arms and legs once did for him. 

The First Congregational 
Church, which his family attends 
and where he used to play the 
organ for the choir, is planning a 
chicken barbecue for Aug. 15 from 
5 to 7:30 p.m. 

Tickets are $10 per person. 

Funds will also be raised 
through a Sweet Adelines concert 
on Oct. 10. A quilt will be raffled 
as well, and a dance for young 
people is in the planning stages. 

Stone, a former tackle on the 
Lee High School football team 
and a saxophone player, now has 
no movement below his shoul- 
ders. But he is working to de- 
velop a responsive muscle in his 
left arm, and he gets around with 
a “sip and puff’ wheelchair. 

He has physical therapy for 
three hours a day, and occupa- 
tional therapy to teach him new 
ways to perform daily tasks. He is 


Looking ahead with courage — 


Lee man learning | 
to live with paralysis | 


By Ellen G. Lahr 


David Stone 
Before his accident 


learning to type, play checkers 
and turn the pages of a book by 
using a stick he holds in his 
teeth, he said. of 
“The hardest thing is that all 
these personal things become 
everyone’s business,” he said. 
“You have to ask everyone to 
help you ... the hardest part is 
not being able to go to the bath- 
room, brush my teeth, feed my- 
self. It really takes its toll. You 
start to think, ‘What’s this allfor?’ 


What keeps him going? 

Fear of dying, perhaps, or the 
realization that there are others 
worse off than he is, people who 
are kept alive only by a respira- 
tor, he said. And there’s a com- 
petitive spirit that makes him 
determined to overcome the 
challenge, he said. 

The Rev. Mary Clark Moschella, 
pastor at First Congregational, 
said she has great confidence in 
Stone. 

“He’s a tremendously re- 
sourceful and courageous human 


Cb 00AE Taq), Ir 


LEE — When David Stone dove into a campus 
pond at the University of Massachusetts on 
Mother’s Day and suddenly found himself para- 
lyzed in a face-down float, he knew instantly he 
was in serious trouble. 

Someone pulled him from the water and he 
was soon in an ambulance, where, he recalls 
now, he joked with the emergency personnel in 
his characteristic way. 

In the two months since he was released from 
Baystate Medical Center in Springfield, he has 
been at Boston University’s Spinal Cord Unit 
and regularly summons his sense of humor in 
confronting the paralysis of an active body he 
once took for granted. 


When good humor takes flight, he gets inspi- | 
ration from his family, friends and acquaintan- 
ces back home in Lee. They have showered him 
with letters and good wishes and now are 
planning fund-raising benefits for him, he said 
in a telephone interview yesterday. 

Stone, 21, will now need a specially designed 
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being,” she said. “He’ll find a way 
to make it work.” 

And then there are all those 
letters and cards from Lee. 

“It’s really nice, I get letters 
from people I don’t even know... 
trying to share with me things 
that have happened to them, try- 
ing to tell me it’s not the worst 
thing that can happen,” he said. 

Stone was a junior at UMass 
when he had his accident — 
which he declined to discuss in 
detail. There were several exams 
he couldn’t take, but he is com- 
mitted to completing his educa- 
tion, he said. He is majoring in 
economics. 

“The only asset I have is my 
mind right now,” he said. “I have 
to use that as much as I can. 
Before I might not have been as 
serious a student, but now I have 
to be.” 

In a few weeks, he will return 
to his home in Lee to live with 
his, parents, Francis and Susan 
Stone, and his youngest brother, 
Micah, a student at Lee High 


Berkshire Eagle Staff 


Family, friends help | 
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4 hel ‘The only asset I 
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have is my mind ~— 


right now. Ihave | 
to use that as much 
as I can.’ 

— David Stone 


School. Another younger brother, 
Webber, is in the Army at Fort 
Bragg, N.C. 

Francis and Susan Stone real- 
ized the depth of every parent’s 
worst nightmare when they got 
that phone call on May 10. They 
have spent each weekend since 


their son’s accident on the road, | 


| 


traveling first to Springfield and | 


now to Boston. 
They don’t have a garden this | 


saster,” says Francis Stone witha | 


summer, and the “lawn is a di- 


wave of his hand. He works at GE | 


in Pittsfield. 
They are in the process of re- 


furbishing their East Street house | 


to accommodate David and his 
wheelchair. They are preparing 
to have a first-floor apartment 
built for him. 

They, too, are moved by the 
support of friends and strangers 
who continue to offer encour- 
agement. The support of the 
church, they said, has been 
heartening. 

“Thére’s been a lot of warmth 
and caring,” said Susan Stone. 

When he comes home, David 
will need personal care atten- 
dants and tutors to help him 


catch up with his school work. | 
Lining up that help is his own | 


responsibility. 


The Stones’ experience has | 


propelled them into learning all 


they can about spinal cord inju- 
ries and new treatment methods. 
Susan Stone, a nurse in the renal 
unit at Berkshire Medical Center, 


said she has learned that 82 per- | 


cent of spinal cord injuries occur 
among young men between 16 and 
25 years old. 

Only 10 percent, she said, are 
left totally immobile. For the 
men, she said, finally being able 
to drive again is a major goal, a 
key factor in their self-esteem. 

As David’s parents, the Stones 
are doing what they can to ac- 
commodate his dramatically 
changed life. But it will be David 
whose willpower pulls him 
through. 

“David will ultimately make the 
choice and do the push,” said his 
mother. 
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Lee sign bylaw is vexing problem for town and Stores | 


Lee town representatives authorized € si law that Le i 
the Lee School Department last week to Sah a bar tha fos aurood tite 
Sabai’ On a series of energy con- town’s existing 1 1/2 pages of regulations. 

rvation projects but postponed action Mary Bradbury, president of the Lee 
=a Proposed zoning bylaw governing Chamber of Commerce, said many down- 

b - town storeowners 

Although the business community new bylaw will Meee tircse pape i 
wanted the sign bylaw passed over, as it She asked town representatives to shethe 
turns out, several businesses will suffer storekeepers an opportunity to review the 

Lee cae Superintendent H age fea 

S : n enry ut Gordon Bailey, chairman of the Si 
Zukowski told in- Bylaw Revision Commi a. 
Pi aneroany ie ie i So R ) mittee, said the busi- because they wanted to give the business 
= would save the town $12,000 to dictate crore pace = yeh aac Patios 
apm : / afew view ent 
=p hemor however, were not as he added, only Ba die t ss = agri ae a in nm eA 
i te ; men, meet- problem for several i i ar 
Berg ating for a proposal to adopt a 16- ings. have been waiting eae to sre RRS may onge pa 5 a 


Bailey said an informational meeting 
was held ees the LeeChamber of Com- 
merce and only a handfu * 
ae ly 1 of people at- 

“If you postpone this, I don’t think 
you're going to find any more input from 
the business community,” Bailey said. 

Nevertheless, representatives failed to 
get the required two-thirds majority vote 
for the proposal. Representatives voting 
against the measure said they did so only 


put up a new sign or, in some cases, to bring 
existing cases into compliance with zoning. 
George Kish, owner of Black Swan Inn, . 
Says he faces a criminal conviction in Dis- 
trict Court unless the Selectmen back off 
the enforcement of the bylaw. The board, 
however, voted 2-1 to direct Building In- 


Spector Robert Lester to enforce the regu- 
lation, 


eee a ee ee ee ee 


> 


a j ihee WN 
New Sign Laws 


For Lee Prompt 
Opposing Views 


By Suzanne King 
7-24 - Gu 

LEE — If town representatives 
had adopted new bylaws at the 
July 23 special town meeting, 
George Kish’s sign troubles would 
be over. ° 

Unfortunately for Kish, and the 
sign that hangs on the north side 


of his Black Swan Inn, things did 


not work out that way. 

The representatives’ 18-15 vote 
in favor of the proposed bylaws 
failed to meet the required two- 
thirds majority needed to make 
the vote effective. Kish faces 
criminal charges because his six- 
by-six-foot sign violates current 


’ bylaws. The sign would be legal 


under the proposed revised bylaws. 

Though almost everyone in Lee 
seems to agree that the town needs 
a new set of sign bylaws, official 
and business interests clash on 
the matter of just how restrictive 
they should be. 

Officials see it as a matter of 
clearing up years of ambiguity 


| during which up to 75 percent of 
| the signs hanging in local busi- 


nesses have been allowed to re- 
main illegally. Business owners 
see it as a matter of deciding for 
themselves what to hangin andon 


_ the buildings they pay for. 


The current bylaws allow busi- 


nesses to have only two signs: one 


on the building and one free stand- 
ing. According to Building In- 
spector Robert W. Lester, every 
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other type of sign — pamphlet, 
flyer, advertisement or labeled 
merchandise in a window — is 
illegal under the 22-year-old by- 
laws. 

Gordon Bailey, planning board 
member and chairman of the sign 
bylaw committee, said the pro- 
posed bylaws, which the commit- 
tee has been developing for a year, 
are much more liberal. 

“The current bylaw is incred- 
ibly restrictive,” Bailey said. “Ev- 
ery single sign in a (store) window 
right now isillegal.” The proposed 
bylaw would allow businesses to 
use 30 percent of their window 
space for signs by right, signs 
which do not require permits. 

Many business owners fear that 
the proposed bylaws would be more 
restrictive, since currently there 
is little enforcement of sign viola- 
tions. In reality, merchants can 
hang just about anything they 
want to in their store windows, 
because there is little enforcement. 

Lester estimated that 95 per- 
cent of the signs in town are ille- 

gal. Bailey put the number at 15 
percent, adding that three-quar- 
ters would be legal under the new 
bylaws. 

Lester, who is currently re- 
sponsible for enforcement. and 
would continue as the “sign offi- 
cer” under the new bylaws. 

If a business wants a new sign, 


| it must comply with the bylaws. 


Lester said unless an existing sign 
| is called to his attention as one 
| thatviolates the bylaws, he leaves 
| it alone. 
Under the current bylaws ille- 

gal signs exist and go unenforced 
| because no one is quite sure what 
' should be allowed. 
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Final restoration project 


LEE ~ The last major restora- 


SNiion project at the First Congre- 


ny gational Church jis under way, as 


any passer-by can glean from 
th 
maze of scaffolding that Pe 


d lopes the belfry and clock tower. 


x 


{QS Struction doesn’t come cheap. In 


s 


The restoration and recon- 


fact, the final phase of restoration 
work is costing $118,000 — more 
than twice the amount antici- 
pated by the church’s Historic 
Preservation Committee. 

' The Rey. Walter S. Ryan, min- 
ister emeritus and co-chairman of 
the committee, said the commit- 
tee had set aside $50,000 last year 
for the work on the belfry and 
clock tower, only to learn later 
that its condition was much worse 
than anticipated. Wood is rotting, 
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| under way at Lee church 


fixtures are crumbling and ex- 


tensive timber 
Laaiyt: fr ea metalwork are 
The work is being d 
Restorations Inc. oe phen 
under the supervision of an en- 
gineer from Glencoe Construction 
of Hudson, N.Y., and supervising 
architect Harry Pisila of Lenox 
Ryan said the church has spent 
more than $250,000 since 1968 to 
restore the 143-year-old building. 
which is on the National Register 
of Historic Places. The state has 
provided matching grants totaling 
$72,000. Most recently, the church 
and steeple were completely 
painted, and the steeple — the 
tallest timber frame steeple in 


the United States— i 
anda: was straight- 
( 
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“We cannot make a 
decision based solely 


on aesthetics,” 
MARY BRADBURY 


“Sign bylaws have changed over 
the years,” Selectman Martin 
Deely said. “There is alot ofincon- 
sistent interpretation of how they 
should be enforced.” 

Deely acknowledged that many 
sign violations in town go unno- 
ticed, but said since they have been 
ignored for so many years, it is 
difficult to turn around now and 
try to enforce them. 

Selectmen, who are under the 
gun for not treating every illegal 
sign consistently, said the new 
bylaws will make treating every- 
one fairly much easier. 

At their July 27 meeting, se- 
lectmen discussed whether sign 
violations that would be legal un- 
der the new bylaws-- such as the 
case with the Black Swan Inn-- 
should be prosecuted. 

Deely said he would be in favor 
of letting these cases slide by until 
representatives pass the new by- 
laws. 

“I think it is awfully difficult to 
seek criminal complaints against 
people when we have some sense 
that the new bylaws will pass,” 
Deely said. “That’s (my) logic. ’'m 
no sure it’s legal.” 

Other selectmen, John 
DeVarennes and chairman Diane 
Roosa, said such exceptions could 
not be made. 

“If I thought it were coming in 
next month,” DeVarennes said, “I 
guess I would agree. But I don’t 
see it coming in next month.” 


Bailey said. “The sign hylawa 
have needed to be enforced for a 


long time. A lot of what people are 
asking for is consistency in en- 
forcement.” 

But many business owners are 
concerned that if the new bylaws 
mean some of their signs will have 
to go, their businesses will suffer. 

“It’s tough right now,” said Joe 
Scapin, owner of Lee Hardware. 
“We need to do as much advertis- 
ing as we can. (If the bylaws pass) 
it would be like getting something 
taken away from you in a tough 
time.” 

Business owners fear the idea 
of bylaws that might give the town 
more authority. 

“People should be able to use 
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ign Laws in Lee Provoke Debate 
Butane Beer 
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their store windows for what they . 


want to,” said John Elling, owner 
of Elling Hardware and a former 
member of the sign bylaw commit- 
tee. “Ijust thinkitis tough enough 
for business as itis, they shouldn’t 


hoary 


deny people the right to use busi- a 


ness space. They’re renting ite 
Bailey insists the proposed by- 
laws are much less restrictive than 
those currently on the books. 
“Business does not under- 
stand,” Bailey said, “that instead 


of making most signs illegal (the ~ 


case with the current bylaw), 
which is impractical and crazy for 
business, these bylaws allow signs 
by right.” 


Elling said even if the new by- ; 


laws take away certain sign re- 
strictions, they are still too re- 
strictive in other ways. Elling ob- 
jects to the ban on neon signs. 

“Tell me one pizza place or bar 
that doesn’t have a neon sign in 
the window,” Elling said. “If you 
don’t want neon signs, close the 
bars.” 

Elling also objects to the re- 
striction against off-premise signs, 
which he said are necessary for 
businesses that are “off the beaten 


ath.” 

“I think they should take into 
consideration that people are just 
trying to make a living,” Elling 
said. “I would like to see busi- 
nesses that need off premise signs 
to get them.” 

Elling said a provision in the 
bylaws for directional signs on 
Main Street is not satisfactory, 
because it does not allow direc- 
tional signs that are large enough 
to be effective. The bylaw states 
that directional signs can have a 
display area of no more than three 
square feet and can be no higher 
than four feet. 


Mary Bradbury, president of — 


the Lee Chamber of Commerce, 
asked representatives at the town 
meeting to give business owners a 
chance to study the new bylaws 
before voting to implement them. 
She said she was speaking for other 
chamber members who were con- 
cerned whateffect the new bylaws 
would have on business. 

“We cannot make a decision 
based solely on aesthetics,” 
Bradbury told the town represen- 
tatives. “The town will look pretty, 
but will it be good for business? ... 


doing it over several times.” 


. Let’s do it right once instead of “ 


Bailey, however, told represen- 4 
tatives it would be better to “get . 


‘the ball rolling” by passing the 
bylaws as presented and changing 
them Jater if necessary. 


“This isn’t an end-all bylaw,” | 
Bailey said. “I would expect it ~ 


would be amended.” 


Representatives who voted . 
against adopting new sign bylaws ° 


said they were listening to busi- 
nesses’ concerns, and wanted to 
give them more time to study the 


proposed bylaws before they are ~ 
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‘ LEE — An informational meet- 
Ing to brief residents and town 
representatives about the pro- 
posed indoor tropical rain forest 
dee erent will be Thursday 
Core at 7 p.m. at the Senior 
W. Scott Hoover, th 

, the lead pro- 
ponent of the $35 million 8 
search, educational and tourist 


adopted. 
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| Meeting slated in Lee 
on plan for rain forest 


facility, will detail his plans at — 


the meeting. Hoover, a botanist —~ 


and landscape architect, h 
, hopes to © 

pops the Hoveldtincnt. #4 ise 

racre parcel that h 
isitg e has yet to 

Town representatives i 

\ € are bein, 

Specifically invited to the feel 


ing, which is also 
pute open to the 
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Rain Forest Construction Plans for Lee Seem Closer 
To Taking Root; Proposal Stirring Growing Criticism 


By Suzanne King 


LEE — Plans for a tropical 
rain forest are closer to ing 
root in Lee, ChamberofCommerce 
president Mary Bradbury said, but 


not everyone in town is rejoicing. 


-The New England Tropical 
Conservatory is considering at 
least three different town-owned 
sites for its multi-million dollar 
rain forest complex, Bradbury 
said. 

Deidre M. Consolati, a district 
five town representative and 
member of the Lee Land Trust, 
however, has an objection. She 
said that using public land for the 
projectis a “betrayal” of what that 
land was left for. 

“I consider it outrageous,” 
Consolati said. “Town-owned 
lands should be used wisely by the 
town, for the best interest of the 
people, not for profit.” 

Consolati said she considers it 
an “ethical issue.” 

“This is a breach of the public’s 
trust,” she said. 

Bradbury, who has spear- 
headed the drive to attract the 
NETC’s 25 acre tourist attraction 
and research complex to Lee, said 


the final decision about whether 
to use public or private land has 
not yet been made. The three dis- 
closed sites, however, are all pub- 
lic. 

NETC officials are looking at a 
25 acre site on West Street, a 46 
acre site on Church Street and a 
57 acre site in the Town Forest on 
Golden Hill. Before agreeing to 
bring their project to Lee, NETC 
organizers need a 25 acre site that 
is buildable and accessible to wa- 
ter and major roads. 

W. Scott Hoover, creator and 
executive director of the project 
could not be reached for comment, 
but Bradbury said NETC officials 
have been “very encouraged by 
all” of the proposed sites. 

“Allofthe sites have good points 
and bad points,” Bradbury said. 
“It’s just a matter of choosing the 


one that has the fewest bad points.” 


Although Bradbury and other 
town leaders are very optimistic 
about what it could mean for the 
lagging economy if Lee became the 
rain forest’s home, Consolati is 
less encouraged. - 

“Here we are again involved in 
another, tourist idea,” Consolati 
said. “Tourism in the past has been 
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‘supposed to save us and we are 


still going down the drain. I think 
it’s a question of whether tourism 
is going to bail us out.” 

Bradbury said the town is still 
in the preliminary stages, but she 
said “I feel like it is going to hap- 

n.” 
porn don’t want to see Lee be the 
bride’s maid again,” Bradbury said. 
“I want to see Lee really step for- 
ward.” r 

The rain forest, which was 
originally planned in conjunction 
with the Massachusetts Museum 
of Contemporary Art in North 
Adams, is in its very preliminary 
stages. As soon as a site is identi- 
fied, project organizers will be able 
to secure a $100,000 federal grant 
which will help fund a $250,000 
feasibility study. 

The project is planned in four 
phases and NETC officials hope to 
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have phase one, the feasibility 
study, completed by November. 

Officials estimate the project 
could bring in more than $3 mil- 
lion a year, which is what the larg- 
est center of this kind, located in 
Montreal, makes annually. 

A public meeting on the project 
is tentatively planned for Aug. 13 
at 7 p.m. at the Lee Senior Center. 
Contrary toa previously published 
report, Bradbury said the 
Ecuadoran Ambassador will not 
be at the meeting. 

“He may come to Lee if there is 
a site to look at,” Bradbury said. 
She added, however, that itis very 
tentative. 

NETC officials have worked out 
an agreement with Ecuador to 
bring plants from that country to 
furnish a 5,000 square foot pre- 
view facility which is planned as 
the second phase of the project. 
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Abbondanzio courting economic grants 


By Ellen G. Lahr 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — After a month on the 
job, Town Administrator Frank 
Abbondanzio is steering the town 
along the fast track toward eco- 


, nomic development. 


In a joint grant application that 
includes 13 other county towns, 
he requested $50,000 in state 
funds to pay for a full-time 


project manager to oversee de- 
velopment of a 78-acre industrial 
and office park on Route 102. 

The Community Development 
Block Grant application — which 
seeks a total of $800,000 — is be- 
ing sought by the Berkshire 
Housing & Development Corp. 
The application is due at the 
state Executive Office of Com- 
munities and Development in 
mid-September, said Ab- 


bondanzio. 

“We'll need a day-to-day 
project manager in order to get 
the park built in a timely man- 
ner,” he said. 

The $50,000 would cover salary 
and expenses for a staff person, 
he said. 

A second grant application, 
which has already been submit- 
ted to EOCD, seeks $30,000 in 
economic revitalization funds. 


Abbondanzio courts grants 


@ LEE, from p1 Lalo y/ /4 volved in preparing applications. 


forest conservatory proposed for 
Lee. He said they have been en- 
couraging about the prospects of 
state help. 

Despite — or perhaps because 
of — the deep recession in the 
Berkshires and Lee’s high un- 
employment rate in particular, 
town officials are considering a 
number of potentially risky de- 
velopment initiatives to soften 
the blow of job losses in manu- 
facturing. A study committee is 
examining the prospects for the 
conservatory and a municipal golf 
course, and the industrial- 
business park is inching forward. 


Selectman Martin H. Deely said 
Abbondanzio’s efforts illustrate 
the benefits of having a town 
administrator. 


“The town would have known 
about these grants but doesn’t 
have anyone to really sit down 
and do it,’ said Deely. “He’s 
uniquely qualified to sit down 
and do it.” 


Credits Kramer 


Abbondanzio, however, gave 
credit to Abby Kramer, an inter- 
departmental assistant with ex- 
pertise in planning, who is in- 
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“It’s nice to have someone with 
her ability here,” he said. 

He said the project manager for 
the industrial and office park 
would do a range of tasks related 
to the development, which is in 
the planning stages. 

The town has approved a zon- 
ing change for the property, but 
there are several hurdles to 
overcome between now and then. 


Several tasks 


Abbondanzio said the project 
manager would work with the 
Massachusetts Land Bank, which 
is making the land purchases; 
facilitate a hazardous waste study 
on the property, and oversee site 
assessments for prospective 
businesses. 

He said Lee’s chances of get- 
ting the grants are good, because 
the state is placing a high priority 
on economic development initia- 
tives. 


That grant would enable the town 
to do marketing, research and 
planning for downtown develop- 
ment. 

Abbondanzio said he has also 
contacted state Sen. Jane M. 
Swift, R-North Adams, and state 
Rep. Christopher J. Hodgkins, D- 
Lee, about getting state money to 
help pay for the tropical rain 
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says: 
Berkshire Hills 


if not Lenox 
Fale th Gu By Ellen G. Lahr 


Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — School Superintendent Henry es Zukowski said if 
Lenox school officials aren’t interested in forming a regional 
school district, he’ll pursue the ewer of merging with the 

ire Hills Regional School District. ; ; 
spears tL anitenting offhandedly in an interview last night, 
said he has broached the subject with Berkshire Hills Superin- 
tendent George Lane, who was “receptive” to the idea. 


a 


Lenox is lukewarm P 
“J would initiate a merger with any school district or 
said Zukowski, a vocal proponent of merging small schoo 
systems like those in Lee and Lenox. “All the igs MN 
Southern Berkshire] are much too small, including Berkshire 
rena school officials have thus far been lukewarm to the 
idea of merging academic programs with Lee. The two towns 
will share a football team and officials are talking about 
sharing some advanced placement classes, but a full-blown 
regional school district hasn’t met with enthusiasm among 
1 officials. 
ee ever reviewing the bottom line of the town’s $4 
million school budget, said merging Lee with Berkshire Hills 
would cut about 40 percent of Lee’s administrative costs — 
i i is own job, he conceded. ‘ j 
ewe ae job, iit I am willing to retire if there is a merger 
i istrict,” said Zukowski. : ; 
Mera Hills Regional School District will have a high 
school enrollment of more than 600 students in the aed 
school year, while Lee’s enrollment is expected to be about 29 
— down from more than 300 last year. 
Lane could not be reached for comment last night. au 
Day, principal of Monument Mountain Regional High Schoo 
and Lane’s successor in January, has an unlisted telephone 
number and also could not be reached. 


300 too many eee) 
John F. Canning, who will replace Day as principa 0 
Monument in January, said he has not heard of Zukowski’s 


overtures to Berkshire Hills. 
But he said the high school could not currently add 300 
students to its facility on Route 7 in Great Barrington. He said 
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Lee board mulls 
bylaw on licenses 


| Fale 


for entertainment 


By Ellen G. Lahr 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — The Selectmen unveiled 
a proposed town bylaw last night 
that requires establishments with 
liquor licenses to also obtain an 
entertainment license. 

The board didn’t vote on the 
ordinance, which is intended to 
regulate a broad range of enter- 
tainment activities in town, it 
said. 

The bylaw was presented, as 
promised, about two weeks after 
a loud and — to some — offensive 
performance at The Locker Room 
Sports Bar by entertainer Bucky 
Lewis. 

After police shut down his show 
due to neighbors’ complaints 
about noise, the Selectmen real- 
ized they should have been issu- 
ing entertainment licenses for 
such events. 

“We were remiss, or I was,” 
said Selectmen Chairman Diane 
P. Roosa last night. 


No outery 


She said the proposed bylaw 
was being presented for discus- 
sion among bar and restaurant 
owners; it will be adopted at a 
later date. Business owners of- 
fered suggestions and comments, 
including a question about what 
constitutes “entertainment,” but 
there was no major outcry against 
the proposal. 

However, Bruce Kaiden, a 
member of the Lee Chamber of 
Commerce, said the bylaw is un- 
fair because it requires only es- 
tablishments with liquor licenses 
to obtain the entertainment per- 
mits. 

There are stores and other 
businesses that use recorded 


property on Robert Street. The 
letter said DuPont had failed to 
meet a July 28 deadline to clean 
up the property, which neighbors 
regard as an eyesore. 

Marguerite Tristany, whose 
parents have had ongoing prob- 
lems with The Locker Room next 
door to their house on Main 
Street, said the bar owners did 
not submit a complete parking 
plan to the Planning Board at last 
week’s meeting, as the Selectmen 
had required them to do. 

Although the Selectmen said 
they had seen the completed 
proposal themselves — which in- 
cludes plans for a rear parking 
lot and a leased lot across the 
street from the Main Street es- 
tablishment — Tristany said the 
Planning Board did not see it last 
week. She urged them to make 
sure the business complies fully 
with their orders, to avoid future 
trouble. 

The Selectmen agreed to cor- 
respond with the Planning Board 
on the subject. 

Responding to another com- 
plaint, the board agreed to ask 
the Lee Police to patrol Sandy 
Beach at Laurel Lake at night, 
when youngsters are reportedly 
gathering on the beach and driv- 
ing mini-bikes and other off-road 
vehicles in the area. 
pee 


music to attract business, he said, 
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the building was constructed for 
a maximum capacity of 900, but 
that with special education facil- 
ities in place now, the maximum 
population would be about 700. 

Canning said Monument Moun- 
tain’s enrollment will jump from 
550 last year to 605 in the coming 
year. The increase is largely due 
to the school choice program and 
to students from Richmond and 
Otis who will enter the district as 
tuition students. 

Lee School Committee member 
Edward M. Lahey said yesterday 
he fully supports Zukowski’s ef- 
forts to merge the Lee schools 


into any regional district. 

“Tm not averse to hearing him 
out,” said Lahey. “He’s a top ed- 
ucator who’s been in business a 
long time, and he knows what 
he’s talking about. 

“JT don’t care who we reach out 
to,” he went on. “If we can better 
the facilities, from Shakespeare 
to sports to National Merit, that’s 
the way we go. I’m totally open- 
minded.” 


and they too should have to apply 
for permits. 

The board said the permits 
would cost about $25 annually — 
less for businesses that provide 
entertainment only occasionally. 


Other business 


In other business last night, the 
Selectmen received a notice from 
Building Inspector Robert W. 
Lester, stating that he has initi- 
ated a court complaint against 
Robert DuPont regarding rubbish 
and unregistered vehicles on his 
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School choice pushes 
Lee to market schools 


Ushering in a new era of educational competition, the 
Lee School Committee unaninmously voted Tuesday to 
seek bids for a marketing plan to promote the town’s 
school system. 

The marketing plan, which is expected to cost around 
$10,000, would include an anlysis of the schools’ strengths 
and weaknesses as well as the perception of the school sys- 
tem in the community and in neighboring towns. 

The plan would also include a promotion effort to im- 
prove the the school’s image by placing an emphasis on the 
schools’ strengths. 

Since Lee adopted the school-choice law last year, more 
Students have entered the Lee school system through the 


law than have left it. Nevertheless, the school system is _ 


4 


p 


faced with a declining enrollment and school officials are 
€ager to retain students already in the school system and 
keen on attracting students from other towns. 

Critics of the marketing approach, however, said school 
Officials should not have to conduct public relations cam- 
Paigns to keep students in the school system and they ques- 
tioned the wisdom of spending the money at a time of fiscal 
constraint. 

“If you have to do a marketing plan to keep the kids who 
- now oe ae something is missing,” Lee Selectmen 

airman Diane Roosa said. “I don’t see other schools 
doing this and yet kids are going to idn’ 
to need marketing plans.” oe 

Norton, however, said that the advent of school choice 
has placed new responsibilities on the school administra- 


~ tors who are already overloaded with work running the 


School system and who lack expertise in marketing. 


“The top schools in the country i i 
Bets,” Noten ware ty advertise their 
E Said. 
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Lee school board 10 NE Pas 


on effort to market town’s schools 


By Ellen G. Lahr 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — The School Committee 
voted unanimously last night to 


* develop bid specifications for a 


marketing study and public rela- 
tions effort to publicize the at- 
tributes of the Lee schools. 

The plan encountered some 
criticism from two selectmen and 
a district representative, who 
asked why an outside firm should 
be paid to identify the strengths 
and weaknesses of the school 
system. School administrators are 
paid to do that, they said. 


Something missing? 


“If you have to market the 
schools to keep the kids who are 
already here, something’s not be- 
ing done here,” said Selectmen 
Chairman Diane P. Roosa after 
representatives from Mischke/ 
Johnson Associates of Great Bar- 
rington discussed their proposal 
for a marketing and communica- 
tions effort. 

“The things they’ve talked 
about are the responsibilities of 
the administration,” said Charles 
O'Neill, a district representative. 
“That's why we’re paying Hank,” 
he added, referring to Superin- 
tendent Henry T. Zukowski. 

What will the experts see that 
the insiders in the school system 
won't see, he wanted to know. 

“There was no marketing until 
school choice, there was no com- 


petition,” said School Committee 
member Gary Norton. “These are 
additional burdens on the ad- 
ministration.” 


Sporty reputation 


Zukowski proposed the idea of 
engaging a marketing firm be- 
cause, he said, there is a percep- 
tion that Lee is a “mill town” and 
somehow that is viewed nega- 
tively. Also, the athletic prowess 
of Lee sports teams overshadows 
the schools’ academic strengths, 
he said. 

With school choice causing 
prospective students to shop 
around, Lee must be aggressive 
in publicizing its strengths, he 
said. 

Last year — the first year of 
school choice — Lee gained 19 
students. In the coming year, that 
number will be 16, he said. 

And while Otis 6th graders 
previously attended 7th grade in 
Lee Central School, this year the 
majority of Otis 6th graders are 
leaving Lee for Searles Middle 
School in Great Barrington, said 
Zukowski. 


Emotions surface 


The “mill town” slight drew 
emotional responses from people 
at the meeting last night. Roosa 
and O'Neill said the term offends 
them because their relatives 
worked in the mills and were 
decent, hard-working people. 

Board Chairman Carol E. Le- 
Prevost replied that “many of our 


|fathers never went to college. 


We're trying to take that mill 
town image and turn it into a 
positive thing.” 

Now, said board member Ed- 
ward M. Lahey, students are at- 
tending colleges like Amherst, 
Holy Cross and other prestigious 
schools. 

“We’re trying to say, ‘A mill 
town is a good thing, and look 
where we’ve gone from there,’ ” 
he said. 

Lahey said Lee has an excel- 
lent, well-rounded school system 
that happens to include a strong 
athletic program. 

O’Neill said later that Lee 
eclipses its own academic virtues 
by touting its athletes, with pa- 
rades and fire engines for cham- 
pions. 


Selectman John DeVarennes | 


expressed objections to the mar- 


keting study, saying it is not a 
wise expenditure. He also com- 
mented that the strengths and 
weaknesses of the schools will be 
addressed by an upcoming — and 
free — state evaluation. 

“TI hear about school choice and 
how marketing will counter that, 
but I don’t understand how it will 
work,” he said. 

School Committee members 
replied that state evaluations are 
intended to determine if schools 
meet minimum standards, not 
whether they are superior. 

School Committee member Ro- 
land Besaw said a marketing ef- 
fort doesn’t suggest deception, 
but “it would identify aspects of 
the school system that even the 
School Committee is unaware of.” 

LePrevost, who opposed adopt- 
ing school choice, said she sup- 
ports marketing the schools. 


Some benefits 


She said school choice has 
brought benefits: Additional tu- 
ition money has been used for 
capital projects like painting, 
replacing tiles and carpeting — 
Jobs that have been repeatedly 
postponed for lack of funds. 

Zukowski told the board that if 
the marketing effort is expected 
to cost more than $10,000 it must 
be put out to bid. For a project 
under $10,000, a less formal pro- 
cedure is required. 

Mischke/Johnson’s initial pro- 
posal, earlier this summer, was 
for $12,600 for a 12-month project. 
Last night’s proposal had been 
revised to reflect a nine-month 
project at a cost of $8,400. 
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Hard work and miracles save Lee church 


You can call it a miracle. You can call it 
hard work. Or, as the Rev. Mary Clark- 
Moschella does, you can call it a combina- 
tion of both. 

But 20 years after members of the Lee 
First Congregational Church learned that 
their historic church needed thousands 
and thousands of dollars of repairs, the 
230-person congregation will be able to 
boast this fall that they have completed the 
daunting project. 

“Some of it has felt like it was miracu- 
lously handed to us and the other was a lot 
of hard work by the committee,” Mosch- 
ella says. “Our building is both a burden 
and a blessing.” 

Through a combination of state grants, 
church money, a bank loan and community 


contributions, the church is about to com- 


plete the final phase of the restoration ~ 


project. 

Restorations Inc. of Pittsfield has begun 
a $118,000 restoration of the church’s 
steeple. The work, being supervised by 
architect Harry Pilila of Lenox, is sched- 
uled to be completed by the end of Septem- 
ber. 

When it is done, it will mark the end of 
more than two decades of work to save the 
historic church. 

The Rev. Walter Ryan, the church’s for- 
mer pastor and co-chairman of the restora- 
tion committee, says the serious structural 
problems of the church were pointed out to 
him shortly after he assumed the ministry. 

“They told me that if something wasn’t 


done, we’d lose the building,” he recalls. 

At the time very little work or research 
on historic preservation had been done, 
Ryan says, and the church turned to the 
Massachusetts Historic Commission for 
help in tackling the first project: restoring 
the trompe !’oeil artwork in the church’s 
12,000-square-foot ceiling. 

Since then, the church has moved for- 
ward step by step to its final phase with 
tepair work being done in the 1970s and 
then, in 1988, a renewed effort to complete 
the project. 

“Another big push began in 1988,” Mos- 
chella says. A major fund-raising effort 
was made throughout the community with 
Lee businesses and residents contributing 
to the cause. Continued on page11 


ed 


Lee church restoration 
approaches finish line 


The congregation decided to take the lowest bid, Resto- 
ration Inc.’s at $118,000, and is now in the process of bor- 
rowing $80,000 to pay for the remaining costs. ; 

“When it’s done the building will be stronger than it was 
when it was built in 1857,” Ryan says. 
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Continued from page 1 


Located at the south end of Main Street near Memorial 
Hall, the church’s towering spire offers a presence in town 
that is greater than that of the typical church. The church 
was originally used as the town’s mectinghouse, and Mos- 
chella says the connection between the townspeople and 
the church remains strong. 

“Tt is one of the most beautiful buildings in town and 
people are very proud of it,” she says. “The building and its 
steeple, which people can see from all around, are an inspi- 


The committee overseeing the restoration includes 
members of other churches, William O’Brien and Robert 
Lester, and Congregational Church members co-chair- 
»man John Arnold, Roy Anderson, Mary Bradbury, Ryan 
and Faith Reynolds. 

Much of the structural work on the tower and the church 
was completed after the fund-raising effort and receipt of} 
a $45,000 state grant, and it appeared as if the only major 
project remaining was painting the tower and belfry, Mos- 
chella says. 

Through the combination of a large gift from the Hyde 
family and a bequest, the church came into a significant 
amount of money last year. Moschella says the church, 
designated $50,000 to complete the job, but was ‘‘dis- 


envisioned. 


Once the project is completed Moschella and Ryan say 


the church plans to set up a maintenance program and 


placing the roof. 


through the end of August 


fund to finance future construction projects, such as re- 


Ryan -- who is giving slide presentations at the church on 
The Miracle at Park Place -- Lee Saturdays at 10:30 a.m. 


-- says the entire restoration 


project has been documented and will be used as an educa- 


tional resource for historic preservation. 


town. 


| mayed” to learn that the project entailed a lot more than} 


In addition to painting, the church needs much tee! 

try work and waterproofing around the steeple. 
“Tt was just like a pile of sticks: That’s how our architect 

described it,” she says. 


Combined with the recent restoration of neighboring 
Memorial Hall, Moschella says the preservation of the 
church will help the town to display a very handsome down- 


“Tt is magnificent!” she says of the restoration project. 
eG 
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Lee High 


| By Ellen G. Lahr 


wins grant to open health clinic 


| Berkshire Eagle Staff 


| LEE — The Lee School De- 

partment has received a $15,000 

| state grant to establish a school- 

| based clinic, staffed by physi- 
cians, to provide health services 
to Lee students. 

Superintendent Henry T. Zu- 
kowski said a committee of edu- 
cators, health professionals and 
community residents will gather 
in mid-August to discuss the fo- 
cus, staffing and parameters of 
the clinic, which will open in 
October at Lee High School. 

Zukowski informed the School 
Committee at its Tuesday meeting 
about the Department of Educa- 
tion’s Comprehensive Health and 
Human Services grant, which can 
be renewed for two additional 
years. Dean of Students Kathleen 
Bort wrote the grant application. 


Sprung from debate 


The idea for a school-based 
clinic arose in the spring during a 
contentious community debate 
about whether the schools should 
install condom vending machines 
in bathrooms. The School Com- 
mittee was divided on the issue 
and it went down to defeat. But 
by then the debate had broad- 
ened to include other health care 
concerns, such as school nurses’ 


‘to 


Lee High 
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on-call staffing and other matters. 
Many of those questions will be 
answered by the committee as it 
examines the scope of services 
that will be provided. 


Dr. Robert P. Wespiser, a phy- 
sician with Suburban Medical 
Associates in Lee and an active 
participant in community health 
care issues, said he is enthusias- 
tic about helping to start a school- 
based clinic. But he said $15,000 
won't go far. And two days per 
month isn’t much time, he said, 
particularly since many sick 
people need prompt follow-up at- 
tention. 

Doctors’ fees would be dis- 
counted for the School Depart- 
ment, he said, but the bigger costs 
would be o insuranc\ 


The idea for a school-based clinic arose 
in the spring during a contentious 


community debate 


about whether the 


schools should install condom vending 


machines. 


perception that many children 
don’t get health care because 
their families lack insurance. 

“The conversation left the area 
of condoms,” said Zukowski. 
“While the nurses said the HIV 
virus is a problem in the com- 
munity, a bigger problem involv- 
ing more of the community is the 
lack of health insurance by many 
students.” 

Zukowski said he does not op- 
pose distribution of condoms in 
the school clinic, as long as it is 
done by medical professionals — 
not school personnel or vending 
machines. 

“If medical personnel were to 
make distributions, it would be 
their concern and responsibility,” 
he said. “I would never question 
sh 

Nancy Coville, the Department 
of Education grant coordinator, 
said Lee was one of 37 communi- 


ties to receive a grant this year. 


.The application showed that the 
community was economically i 
need of such aid, she said. Fifty 
five grant applications were re- 
ceived, she said. 


More common 


School-based clinics are _ be- 
coming more common across the 
state they are in 37 school 
districts thus far — as educators 
and health care professionals are 
recognizing children’s lack of ac- 
cess to health care, Coville said. 
Another 11 or 12 clinics are 
funded by the state Department 
of Publie Health, she said. 

The grant was welcomed by 
health care professionals in Lee, 
although it raises questions about 
staffing, financing, equipment 
needs, hazardous waste disposal, 
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e@ - 
and other incidentals associated 
with a clinic. 


Zukowski said Wespiser’s views 
are expected to be among the 
most influential in the planning 
process. While his own goals may 
appear grand, Zukowski said, the 
$15,000 provides a basis for 
movement. 


‘Give it a try’ 


“We can find out what the lim- 
its will be, and we may find it’s 
just a drop in the hat,” he said. 
“If we find out there’s a bigger 
need than we can provide, maybe 
somebody else can come and talk 
to us. The best way of finding out 
is to go and give it a try.” 

Zukowski, given his enthusiasm 
for broad, sweeping plans, said 
he would like to see the clinic 


rant 


the Lee Visiting Nu 


for 


open two days per month, to 
anyone in the community without 
health insurance — not just to 
students. Such a clinic, as he sees 
it, would provide treatment that 
school nurses can’t provide and 
which some people can’t afford at 
doctor’s offices. 


“He’s got a good idea, but it’s a 
big idea that needs to be cut up 
to be swallowed,” Wespiser said. 
“Lee can’t be the National Health 
Service on $15,000 a year.” 

Wespiser said the Neighbor- 
hood Health Center in Pittsfield 
provides a fully staffed, compre- 
hensive clinic with sliding-scale 
fees. He said he doesn’t see a 


need to duplicate that service in 
Lee. 


Paula Schutzmann, director of 
Associa- 
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health clinie 


tion, said the grant is good news 
for Lee. 

“It’s a wonderful concept and 
would probably be very success- 
ful,” she said. “It would be an 
asset to the community and it’s a 
feather in their cap that they got 
Tees 

Joan Piacquadio, the nurse at 
Lee High School, who raised 
concerns about children’s health 
care with her comments to the 
School Committee in spring, said 
she too is pleased. She said she 
and Bort, who applied for the 
grant, will visit some school- 
based clinics in other communi- 
ties to gather information. 

“All the details have to be 
worked out,” she said. “Henry 
(Zukowski] has ideas and we have 


ideas. ... We'll have to feel our 
way, it’s a whole new concept.” __ 
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Lawyer, Lee officials plan meeting | : Lee, Lenox 
to resolve Locker Room questions — mull ways 


—_—_———=— 


By Ellen G. Lahr 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — The Selectmen will 
meet with the Planning Board 
and an outside attorney Monday 
in an effort to resolve, once and 
for all, persistent legal questions 
about the Locker Room bar. 

Last night the board reviewed a 
copy of a letter from attorney 
Dennis Downing of Great Bar- 
rington, who was retained by the 
town to review the quagmire in- 
volving the bar at 232 Main St. 


Letter called confusing ~ 


The Selectmen said that the 
letter was confusing and that they 
wanted an explanation from 
Downing. 


Town Administrator Frank Ab- 
bondanzio said last night the two 
boards should meet with Downing 
in a united effort to resolve the 
outstanding issues: questions in- 
volving plans for expanded park- 
ing and parking enforcement. 

Meanwhile, Marguerite Tris- 
tany, who has been the source of 
a series of complaints about the 
business and the town’s failure to 
enforce its own bylaws, accused 
the board of failing to enforce yet 
another deadline for the busi- 
ness. 
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Water treatment 


Musante added the 


The Locker Room’s “deadline 
to end all deadlines” has passed, 
she said, but the Main Street es- 
tablishment hasn’t yet made good 
on its promises, she said last 
night. 

“IT want to know what the Se- 
lectmen are going to do about it,” 
said Tristany, whose parents live 
next door to the bar. 

The Selectmen had ordered the 
bar owners to submit, by July 31, 
a complete parking plan, detail- 
ing spaces behind the bar and in 
a vacant lot across the street. 
They also had requested a copy 
of a lease agreement between the 
owners and the owner of the va- 
cant lot. 

Selectmen Chairman Diane 
Roosa said she was satisfied that 
the board had seen the completed 
parking plans, but not a copy of 
the lease. 

Tristany said that although 
Roosa may have seen the plans, 


the Planning Board had no 
record of a parking plan for th 
rear lot. i 

Roosa said the Selectmen will 
ask the Planning Board for an 
update and will contact the bar 
owners to request a copy of the 
lease. 

In other business last night, the 


towns 


' Gas odor \,, | 


architect for the condominium 
association at the Village at 
October Mountain said it will be 
applying for another special 
permit. J 

The organization was recently 
granted a permit for a new pool 
and a 1,200-square-foot clubhouse. 
Now, however, the association 
wants a bigger building — 1,800 
square feet. : 

The modification will require a 
new special permit and another 
public hearing, the Selectmen 
said. 

Also, Kenneth LaBier, presi- 
dent of the Lee Ambulance 
Squad, told the board that the 
town must form a planning com- 
mittee to oversee the emergency 
911 system being implemented. 

The board agreed to meet with 
Police Chief Edward J. Finnegan 
to discuss his policy for releasing 
police information to the media. 

The Berkshire Eagle submitted 
a letter seeking the board’s assis- 
tance after reporters encountered 
difficulty obtaining police infor- 


mation about a recent serious car | 


accident. 


An officer in the department | 


had informed The Eagle that 
Finnegan must be the spokesman 
for the department, but Finnegan 
was not available. 
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should share purchasing services 1 


and look into cooperating on 
health and liability insurance. He 
also backed sharing a water 
treatment plant. 

“The savings for a cooperative 
effort on that would dwarf the 
rest of this list,” he said. 

Abbondanzio agreed. “The 
treatment plant almost begs for a 
regional solution,” he said. 

Abbondanzio said in Franklin 
County, where he previously 
worked, towns had more cooper- 
ative relationships than they do 
in Berkshire County. They share 
grant applications, workshops for 
town boards and other programs, 
he said. 

Deely commented that perhaps 
Stockbridge should be ap- 
proached to collaborate in some 
matters. 

But Pignatelli responded, 
“They seem to be happy in their 
little old domain down there.” 

Aside from participating in the 
Tri-Town Health Department, 
Stockbridge doesn’t seem in- 
clined toward joint services, said 
Pignatelli. 

The town administrators said 
they would need about two 
months to go through the list of 
possibilities and to meet with 
town boards to assess their needs. 
Another joint meeting will be set 
for mid-October, they agreed. 

Next time, the Lenox officials 
will come to Lee. = 
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Friendly s, » 
» \We 


By Ellen G. Lahr \ 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — Friendly’s Restaurant 
was packed with Tanglewood pa- 
trons at about 19 last night when 
a powerful gas odor prompted 
shift supervisor Sharon Brown to 
evacuate the Housatonic Street 
establishment. 

The Lee Fire Department re- 
sponded to the restaurant as pa- 
trons filed out — meals were on 
the house — but Deputy Fire 
Chief Alan Sparks said he 
couldn’t identify the source of the 
gas leak. Berkshire Gas Co. was 
called to investigate. 

A group of young waiters, wait- 
resses and kitchen helpers hud- 
dled in the parking lot, bemoan- 
ing the loss of a good night’s tips. 
Guests eagerly attempted to fin- 
ish their meals and ice cream 
desserts before being ushered out 
the door, employees said. 

They said they have been 
bothered by gas odors during the 
last week or two, suffering head- 
aches and dizziness. 

Last night, said Brown, the 
smell was overpowering. 

Sparks said a new gas line was 
recently installed to fuel the res- 
taurant’s grills, but the line did 
not appear to be operating yet. 

Police Officer James Loring 
said there were 30 to 40 cars in 
the parking lot when emergency 
personnel arrived. “The place 
was packed,” he said. 


to save 
together 


By Ellen G. Lahr 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LENOX — The’ sovereign gov- 
ernments of Lee and Lenox are 
giving way to the forces of fi- 
nance, and town officials last 
night discussed whether _they 
could save money by sharing a 
police chief, a building inspector, 
an assessor, a wood chipper and 
other municipal essentials. 

The boards of selectmen from 
both towns met jointly in Lenox 
for a 30-minute meeting in which 
a myriad of ideas were thrown 
out, brainstorm style, into the 
laps of the two town administra- 
tors. 


Two-month study 


Lenox Town Manager John 
Musante and Lee Town Adminis- 
trator Frank Abbondanzio were 
instructed to spend two months 
investigating realistic joint ven- 


Q) tures and eliminating unfeasible 
“S_partnerships. 


Lenox Selectmen Chairman 
Joseph Nolan said that years ago 
there was no cooperation be- 
tween the two towns in develop- 
ing water supplies in the October 
Mountain State Forest. But last 
night’s meeting, he said, shows 
the two towns “can live together, 
work together, be friends and 
share services.” 

Among the bolder suggestions 
to emerge last night was a sug- 
gestion from Lee Selectman Mar- 
tin H. Deely that the two towns 
consider sharing a police chief. 
Lee Police Chief Edward J. Fin- 
negan is planning to retire in July 
1994, Deely said. 

“I wonder if that’s the time to 
look into whether there’s some 
way to more closely unite the 
departments,” said Deely. “We 
should take advantage of the op- 
portunity. If we know in advance, 
should we explore in advance?” 


911 system 


The two towns are already dis- 
cussing a shared 911 emergency 
dispatch system, 


The Lenox Selectmen solicited 
suggestions from each Lee official 
last night before raising their own 
suggestions. Lee Selectman John 
E. DeVarennes suggested the 
towns share a professional asses- 
sor. Both towns currently spend 
thcusands of dollars on revalua- 
tions and assessments, he ob- 
served. 

Diane P. Roosa, chairman of 
the Lee board, said the towns 
should consider sharing a veter- 
ans’ agent and a building inspec- 
tor. Lee has many veterans, while 
Lenox has only a few who receive 
government benefits, officials 
said. 

Lenox Selectman John J. Pig- 
natelli, a longtime proponent of 
sharing town services, said the 
towns should look at big-ticket 
items such as public works 
equipment purchases and water 
treatment facilities. 

A wood chipper, for example, 
could be shared by both towns, as 
could cleaning equipment and 
other heavy equipment that’s only 
used sporadically. And the costly 
water treatment plants for both 
towns should be bypassed in fa- 
vor of a single plant. 

Pignatelli and Nolan also 
stressed the increasing costs as- 
sociated with the Conservation 
Commission. They said Lenox’s 
board is straining against a tight 
budget, and might benefit from 
sharing a professional adviser 
with Lee and even several other 
neighboring towns. 


} 


| 


| 


AP a TTS 0 FU OT 


ars ie ay 


The Berkshire Eagle, Wednesday, August 12, 1992 


Two Lee tracts 


se dials 
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found unsuitable 
for conservatory 


By Ellen G. Lahr 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — Two of the three town- 
owned tracts identified as possi- 
ble sites for a tropical conserva- 
tory have been withdrawn from 
consideration. 

In a letter and site review 
summary sent to town represen- 
tatives, Town Administrator 
Frank E. Abbondanzio states that 
the most likely site is a 153-acre 
parcel on Golden Hill. The fi- 
nancial obstacles to developing 
that site, he stated, possibly could 
be defrayed with state money. 

He stressed that the findings in 
the site reviews are only infor- 
mational and do not represent a 
commitment from the town, be- 
cause such a commitment re- 
quires town meeting approval, he 
wrote. 


Meeting tomorrow 


Town representatives and other 
interested residents have been 
invited to hear a proposal about 
the tropical conservatory at a 
meeting scheduled for tomorrow 
at 7 p.m. at the Senior Center. ; 

W. Scott Hoover, a_ tropical 
botanist and founder of the New 
England Tropical Conservatory, 
and Mary K. Bradbury, president 
of the Lee Chamber of Com- 
merce, will present an overview 
of the $35 million, 58,000-square- 
foot indoor rain forest facility. 

| The conservatory is intended for 
research, education and tourism. 

In an earlier invitation to town 
representatives, the Selectmen 
said the conservatory organizers 
“would like a firm commitment 

| from the community that they 

| would be welcomed in our town. 
This public meeting is being held 

| to see if we should make that 
commitment.” 

The New England Tropical 
Conservatory is seeking a dona- 

- tion of at least 25 acres for the 
project, either from the town or 
\ from a private individual. 
The chamber, eager to bring 
_ the project to Lee, and local offi- 
) cials, keeping an eye out for de- 
velopment opportunities, identi- 
fied three parcels of town-owned 
| property that might be suitable: 
| 46 acres on Church Street, 33.5 
| acres on West Road and the 
Golden Hill property, also known 


o 
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LEE — Selectmen agreed at thei 
meeting to meet with Police Chief Tawael 7. 7 
Finnegan regarding the department’s new policy 
in dealing with the media. A reporter fromThe 
Berkshire Eagle asked Selectmen to look into the 
new policy, which allows only the police chief to 
release information to the press. 
Something needs to be done here, 


” said 


as Town Forest. 

Abbondanzio, whose letter and 
site evaluations will be made 
available to representatives at 
the meeting, stated that a review 
of the three sites — from a legal 
and infrastructure perspective — 
effectively eliminated the Chureh 
Street and West Road parcels. 


The West Road property, he 
wrote, is dominated by poorly 
drained soils and has a wetland 
area that makes it unsuitable for 
development. Deed restrictions 
prevent development, in any case. 


On Church Street, the prop- 
erty’s topography would make 
development efforts “severely 
limited,’ and conservation re- 
strictions apply. 


The larger Golden Hill tract is 
predominantly rocky and wooded, 
with sharply rising ledge. There 
are some wetlands on the prop- 
erty and a flat area on the north- 
ern edge of Golden Hill Road. 

Much of the site contains steep 
slopes or wet soils, some of which 
are wetlands, but there is one 
spot that might accommodate de- 
velopment, Abbondanzio wrote.* 


Legislative action needed 

He said the town could find no 
deed restrictions limiting the use 
of the Town Forest site for de- 
velopment. However, because the 
area is zoned as conservation 
land, the Legislature must give a 
two-thirds majority vote to re- 
lease it for any other use. 
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Lee Ponders New Police Press Polic 


Ei 


communication.” 


¥ 


reporter Ellen G. Lahr. “I don’t think there’ 
anything malicious going on. It’s just not pa 


Lahr said she and other reporte 
aid s rs we 
able to obtain information bie: a cents Sa 
accident last week because the chief was out, and 


none of the other police officers were allowed to 


release any information. 
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Lee Gets $15,000 
Grant for Health 


Clinic in School 


LEE — The school depart t 
received a $15,000 aetinit bo Sata: 
lish a health clinic, which, ac- 
Pas, fey Superintendent Henry 
z ake , will be in operation by 


The clinic, which will be staffed 0 


by a physician, ‘is tentativel 
planned to be established at ihe 
high school, Zukowski said. 

A committee, appointed by the 
school committee, will meet next 
week and report back to the school 
committeewithmorespecificplans ~ 
for the clinic by Sept. 15. a> 


The grant is one of 37 awarded ~_. 


by the Department of Education t 

communities that are economicall eS 
in need. The Comprehensive 
Health and Human Services grant 
can be renewed for two additional 
years. 

Concerns that students were 
not receiving proper health care 
arose last spring when the issue of 
condom distribution was debated. 


LeeS eeking End 
To Locker Room 
Protracted Fight 


| _ LEE — The game might actu- 
ally be coming to an enier on iets 
| of the beleaguered Locker Room 
eae Bar and its troubled neigh- 
At their Aug. 17 meeting select- 
men plan to try to resolve once and 
/ for all legal issues that have en- 
| circled this Main Street bar since 
| it opened its doors more than a 
Selects 
electmen said at their Aug. 1 
meeting that as soon as soacible 
they will meet with members of 
| the Planning Board and Dennis 
| Downing, the Great Barrington 
attorney who has advised the town 
on the Locker Room case. 
Selectmen will ask Downing to 
clarify parts of a letter he wrote 
about the bar. In question is 
whether or not the owners must 
obtain a special permit from the 2 
town because they created addi- D> 
tional seating. C 
Selectmen will ask the Plan- { 
ning Board members if they have 
received and approved a parking 
plan for the bar from the bar’s 
owners, Donald Lucy and David 
ae 
arking is the last major i 
that must be dealt with telah tiie 
town will grant the bar a perma- 
nent occupancy license. Since it 
Neer in June, 1991, the bar has 
Hs ye Wh: with a temporary 
At their July 13 meeting, se- 
lectmen gave Lucy and insdebeia 
until July 31 to submit a parking 
plan to the Planning Board. Al- 
though they submitted a plan for 
the lot across the street from the 
bar, which they will rent, it is 
ee a or not they sub- 
a plan i i 
“apie P or parking behind 
Marguerite Tristany, w 
parents own the house oe e wat 
bar, and who has lodged most of 
the complaints against the bar 
ee she honed nee think plans for 
ind th 
Submit : e bar have been 
t’s been over a year anda 
thw thiak we eakada prutiementh 
parking,” Tristany said after the 
meeting. “I’m not trying to be the 
wate toe A side. I just want 
e sure ing i 
heer? e parking is taken 
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Lee: No Town Forest for rain forest 
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Photos by Leslie Noyes 7 Berkshire Eagle Staft 


Ruth Fenn of South Lee offers W. Scott Hoover a children’s cutout book on the tropical rain forest and tells him to 
limit his cuttings to it. 


W. Scott Hoover answers. questions last night. Charlotte Davis gets a kick out of cutout book. 


Residents 
lukewarm 
about project 


By Ellen G. Lahr 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — A gathering of about 70 
town residents at the Lee Senior 


Center last night told W. Scott 


Hoover that if he wants to de- 
velop a tropical conservatory, it 
won’t be on parkland owned by 
the town. 

And, judging from the detailed 
questions he fielded, Hoover will 
be under close scrutiny by the 
community as he attempts to put 
together what he promised would 
be a major tourist attraction. 

Once their message was clear, 
most of those present at the in- 
formational meeting cautiously 
raised their hands to show their 
general support for siting the 
New England Tropical Conserva- 
tory in Lee. At the same time, the 
Chamber of Commerce was re- 
peatedly told to find a private 
donor who will give Hoover the 25 
acres he needs for his $35 million 
project. 


‘Nice, clean industry’ 


“I’m in favor of a project such 
as this, rather than a co- 
generation plant. It’s a _ nice, 
clean industry,” said Karen Nor- 
ton, a town representative of the 
Golden Hill neighborhood. 

“I’ve talked to people in my 
district, and I get the sense they 
aren't against the project but that 
they have mixed feelings about 
the use of town land,” she said. 

Others were more blunt. 

Deidre M. Consolati, an out- 
spoken conservationist, called the 
project “a wolf in sheep’s cloth- 
ing.” She asked Hoover if he 
didn’t have an “ethical problem” 
with siting the conservatory in 
Town Forest, one of three parcels 
identified as possible develop- 
ment sites. 

Deborah Garry, chairman of the 
Conservation Commission, said 
her board doesn’t take an official 
position on the project itself, but 
said the board agrees that it 
makes no sense to destroy the 
town’s native forest “in order to 
build a fake rain forest.” 

The Chamber of Commerce had 
identified three potential devel- 
opment sites now owned by the 
town. Town Administrator Frank 
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Lee residents lukewarm 
about rain forest plan 


@ LEE, from Bl 

Abbondanzio said two — on 
Church Street and West Road — 
have been eliminated. The third, 
Town Forest, poses serious de- 
velopment problems due to to- 
pography, he said. And, he said, 
the town meeting and state Leg- 
islature would have to have % 
majority votes to allow using 
conservation land for any other 
purpose. 

Though it appeared to be a 
dead issue, it kept coming up, as 
various residents repeated their 
objections to using town land for 
a private development enterprise. 

In response, Hoover said it will 
be the town’s decision whether to 
accept the project. If so, a land 
donation — public or private — is 
crucial, he said. 

The nautilus-shaped building, a 
58,000-square-foot structure, 
would be about 120 feet at its 
highest point. Suspended walk- 
ways would allow visitors to stroll 
among the treetops and observe 
the vegetation. Displays would 
also include local fauna and his- 
torical information about Native 
American uses of plants. 

In his presentation, Hoover 
cited the project’s many commu- 


permanent jobs, educational op- 
portunities for local students, a 
tourist attraction, and potential 
spinoff biomedical businesses in- 
terested in propagating tropical 
plants for pharmaceutical use. 


Says he needs help 


But it won’t be free: He wants a 
donation of 25 acres, a water and 
sewer connection, a road and a 
parking lot. And he wants the 
community to donate $150,000 to 
help pay the cost of a $250,000 
development prospectus. 

Ruth Fenn of South Lee took 
the floor for a lengthy presenta- 
tion, part of which included crit- 
icism of Hoover’s plans to uproot 
tropical vegetation for his rain 
forest. Instead of tramping 
around the rain forest of South 
America cutting plants, she said, 
he should limit his clippings to 
the Amazon cartoon cutout book 
she stepped forward to present to 
him. 

“Confine your clippings to this 
book,” she said. 

Hoover, a Williamstown native 
whose colleagues are also locals, 
was grilled on his professional 
qualifications and his connec- 
tions to Harvard University, Wil- 
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Hoover said it will 
be the town’s 
decision whether to 
accept the project. 
If so, a land 
donation — public 
or private — is 
crucial, he said. 


dens in Montreal, New York and 
Missouri. 


Asked what the cost of admis- 
sion would be to the finished 
conservatory, Hoover replied 
about $10, with group rates and 
discounts for locals and students. 
In answer to a question about 
seweage treatment, he said the 
conservatory would have its own 
treatment plant if necessary. 

Town representative William 
Noonan spoke in support of pur- 
suing the project, saying the town 
can’t afford to pass up such an 
opportunity when times are 
tough. 

Public Works Superintendent J. 
Peter Scolforo said it sounds like 
an interesting project. 

“Td like to see the place in 
Lee, Mass.,” he said. 
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Attorney says 
Locker Room 


needed permit 


By Ellen G. Lahr 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — A newly hired town attorney has thrown a new 
twist into the already convoluted Locker Room Saga. 
Attorney Dennis Downing of Great Barrington has 
delivered a legal opinion Stating that the owners of the 
ae pais have gotten a special permit 
efore knocking down i 
Rar ocs g a wall and expanding the prem- 
Downing met behind closed doors last night with the 
Selectmen and Planning Board to discuss a final resolu- 
tion to the problems of Parking, building capacity and 
other bylaw questions involving the bar. Because the 
town is involved in a lawsuit with the Tristany family 
over the town’s alleged failure to enforce its own bylaws 
the discussion was held in an executive session. ; 
But part of the discussion apparently involved a letter 


i 


that Downing sent the Selectmen last week, part of 


which states that the bar should have h i 
Me ve had a special 


When the private meeting was over, Selectmen 
Chairman Diane P. Roosa indicated that by next Monday 
Downing will draft a set of guidelines the Locker Room’s 
Owners must comply with. Roosa gave no indication that 
the town will order the bar to apply for a special permit. 

But Elizabeth J. Quigley of Great Barrington, the 
lawyer for bar owners Donald Lucy and his new partner, 
David Eisenberg, addressed the board in its open ses: 
.o and ae me town cannot engage in “inequitable 
enforcement” of town byl i iri i 
as yiaws In requiring a special 

Quigley named a half-dozen other Main Street busi- 
nesses — including the Lee Library — that have ex- 
alle their premises without applying for special 
permits. 


os 


nity benefits: construction and liams College and botanical gar- 


‘Fundamentally unfair’ 


| “If we take a hypertechnical view of the bylaw and 
| point a laser at this particular business, it would be 
fundamentally unfair and it would be inequitable en- 
forcement,” she said. 

Questioned later, Quigley said it would have been the 
town building inspector’s responsibility to require a, 
special permit for the expansion of the business, which 
opened about a year ago. 

“The building inspector was right in not requiring a 
special permit,” said Quigley. 

Downing said the town bylaws regarding pre-existing, 
non-conforming uses are “very confusing” and that his 
opinion was “my best interpretation of the bylaws.” 

Later, board members took heat again when citizens 
chastised them for failing to demand that the bar owners 
provide them with a long-awaited parking plan and 
proof of a lease agreement with the owner of a parking 
lot across the street. 

A virtual shouting match erupted” between Joseph 
Castronova and Roosa, as Castronova upbraided the 
board for its handling of the situation. Roosa said she 
didn’t want to discuss it until next week when some final 
decisions are made. 

“That’s enough,” she said. 

Later, in their pile of correspondence, Roosa read a 
letter from James Scarafoni, who owns the Subway shop 
and Lee Liquors, next door to the Locker Room. He. 
stated that the bar generates “loud music and conversa- 
tion” at night. 

Roosa replied that Scarafoni was on the agenda of a 
recent Selectmen’s meeting regarding the bar, but that 
he failed to show up. Still, a copy of his letter will be 
sent to the bar and the Police Department, said Roosa. 


Other business 


In other business last night, the board agreed to adopt 
a bylaw requiring certain businesses to obtain enter- 
tainment licenses as of January 1993. There will be no 
fee for the licenses, which will merely allow the town to 
keep track of which establishments are providing what 
kind of entertainment or amusement devices. 

The board also received a letter from Robert F. 
Conklin of Dalton, who said he discovered a friend and 
several other patrons drinking in the Summertimes 
restaurant and bar at about 3:30 a.m. on Aug. 7, well after 
the establishment should have been closed. 

Conklin, a Pittsfield police officer, said his friend was 


extremely drunk and barely able to walk, much less 


drive. 
The Selectmen said they will ask the business owners. 


to appear before the board regarding the alleged liquor 


license violation. 

The board also received three inquiries from individ- 
uals interested in volunteering for a vacant position on 
| the Board of Public Works. . 
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Report from Lee 


Tropical Rain Forest: 
Benefit or Mickey Mouse? 


By FRANK V. McCARTHY 
Courier Columnist 


LEE — A personable young man 
from Williamstown named Scott 
Hoover came down to Lee one 
evening last week to tell us about 
the tropical rain forest he’d like to 
locate here. 

He said the botanical facility 
would be inside a 58,000-square- 
foot building that would be shaped 
like a nautilus lying on its side. The 
structure would be more than 100 
feet high with catwalks among the 
treetops (some of them real trees, 
some “sculptured”) so that visitors 
could view the flora up there, as well 
as on the ground. The only fauna 
would be some birds, and possibly 
some insects helpful for pollination. 

Mr. Hoover saw his proposal as a 
scientific institution of possible in- 
ternational renown that would help 
preserve the wonders of the world’s 
diminishing rain forests, although 
the current threats to them appear 
to be more political than botanical. 

The local conservatory would also 
research the tropical resources of 
mother nature for scientific deriva- 
tives, such as new pharmaceutical 
products. 

Ultimate cost of the project would 
be $35 million, but it could be 
started with a mere $247,140 plus a 
tract of land. About 25 acres would 
do just fine. 

e 


I am of the generation that feels if 
you believe flying down to Rio now 
takes less than 10 hours, you'll be- 
lieve anything — the exception being 
the proposition that a New England 
town meeting will give two-thirds 
approval to any bright new idea 
likely to cost money. 

Unfortunately, getting town help 
is one of the hurdles the man from 
Williamstown faces. He’s been 
seeking some public land from the 
town, and failing that, a donation of 
private land. In either case, he might 
need an extension of a sewer or 
water line to serve his facility. 

Should the town donate public 
land, or decide to borrow money for 
extension of sewer or water services, 
two-thirds approval by a town 
meeting would be required. 

The request for public land re- 
ceived short shrift at last week’s 
meeting. Three tracts were initially 


Gah 


considered as potential sites. The 
first two were found to be ineligible 
because of legal or environmental 


' reasons. 


The third tracts the town forest on 
Golden Hill, which is the highland 
that rises east of Route 20 as it 
passes the State Police barracks and 
Laurel Lake. When donation of a 
portion of that land came up at the 
meeting, the folks living up there 
said “not in my backyard.” 

I know the NIMBY feeling. I live 
in the area and immediately found 
myself wondering if I would want 
anything in my neighborhood that 
would be world-renowned. and 
would require a 200-car parking lot, 
which Mr. Hoover said was one of 
his needs. 

Having come down hard on the 
gift-of-land request, the estimated 
65 people at the meeting neverthe- 
less indicated by a 40-6 show of 
hands that they would like their 
Board of Selectmen to pursue loc- 
ating the botanical facility in Lee. 

a 


One of the problems with Mr. 
Hoover’s presentation at the meeting 
was that it left unclear whether he is 
planning an august scientific insti- 
tution or a “Disneyland North,” as 
one speaker called it. 

‘Mr. Hoover cited the proximity of 
Williams College, Harvard Univer- 


sity and the Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology as reasons for locat- 
ing his botanical project in Massa- 
chusetts. Yet the very first portion of 
his new building would be a “visi- 
tor’s center,” a facility that sounds 
more like Mickey Mouse than ac- 
ademia. 

In talking of his proposal, he laid 
heavy emphasis on its year-round 
tourist potential. He also noted it 
would provide staff jobs, construc- 
tion jobs and local educational op- 


portunities. 
And, assuming it matters, a 
world-class botanical institution 


might do for Lee what Tanglewood 


has done for Lenox, Jacob’s Pillow © 


has done for Becket and Williams 
College has done for that village 
beautiful — bring a certain fame to 
the town from among the elite. 

Mr. Hoover appears to be a man 
with a big dream, plus the enthusi- 
asm and technical credentials — and 
possibly the stamina — to carry it 
out. And unlike the type of com- 
mercial developments in place and 
proposed around Pittsfield, Mr. 
Hoover’s development in Lee would 
probably enhance the core of his 
host community rather than harm it. 

Wouldn’t you rather have a rain 
forest in Lee than just another 
money-sucking mall? We wish him 
luck. 
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_Navrenti Drives in Winning Run 
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LEE--The Northern Berkshire 
9-10 Little League championship 
came home to Lee with a heart- 
pounding 9-8 win over North 
Adams played Tuesday night at 
Kemps Park in the losers’ city. 

Matt Navrenti’s RBI single in 
the sixth inning turned out to be 
the game- winning play. 

Aaron Wade singled and Dave 
Height got on base through a field- 
ing error just before Navrenti’s 
hit. That run was enough to take 
off some of the sparkle of what was 
until then a North Adams rally in 
the sixth inning. The game had 
been tied at 8-8. 

Shannon Burns punched out an 
RBI double and Dan Samia came 
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Lee parents ask commitiee 
to extend school bus routes 


By Ellen G. Lahr 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — Two groups of parents, 
worried about the safety of their 
children, asked the School Com- 
mittee Wednesday night to ex- 
pand bus routes into their 
neighborhoods. 

But their pleas were unsuc- 
cessful: The School Committee 
informed them that it would be 
too expensive to reopen contract 
negotiations with the private bus 
company in order to expand bus 
service. 

Residents of the Highfield 
Drive area had approached the 
School Committee to ask that the 
Fairview Street bus travel down 
their street to pick up their chil- 
dren. Currently, Highfield Drive 
children have to walk about four- 
tenths of a mile to the Fairview 
Street bus stop. 

And parents of Maple Street 
children, who previously got a 
ride to school on the Southern 
Berkshire Educational Collabo- 
rative bus that went through their 
neighborhood, were recently in- 
formed that that bus won’t be 
available this year. 


Because there is no sidewalk 
on Maple Street, parents asked 
that the bus service be extended 
to their street. 


But the School Committee said 
since contracts with the bus 
company are already signed, it 
would cost too much to make 
changes. 


“We can’t afford to do it,” said 
School Committee Chairman 
Carol E. LePrevost. 

LePrevost said providing bus 
service on Maple Street and 
Highfield Drive would add about 
six minutes to the bus runs. 

“If you do it for them, then you 


have to do it for other streets,” 
she said. 


By law the School Department 
must provide transportation to 
students who live more than 1.5 
miles from school. While High- 
field Drive is beyond the limit, 
Maple Street is about four-tenths 
of a mile from Lee Central and 
Lee High Schools. 

Steven Cozzaglio, principal of 
Lee Central School, said that for 
parents on Maple Street, it’s not 
the distance that worries them, 
but the danger of the children’s 


walking on a road with no side- | 


walk. 


Cozzaglio said School Commit- 
tee member Edward Lahey sug- 
gested that the town might install 
a sidewalk on Maple Street, or 
make it a one-way road. 


_ Lee Wins Northern Berkshire Little League Tournament 


Lee 9 
North Adams 8 


back with an RBI single. Burns 
was able to tie the score later ona 
wild pitch. 

Lee’s Aaron Wade scored two 
hits and three RBIs for the night 
while Mike Burtt had two hits and 
two RBIs. North Adams’ Scott 
Patenaude had three hits and Nick 
Roberts and Samia each garnered 
two hits, 

Ben Tyresparkledon the mound 
for Lee and pitched the entire 
championship game, striking out 
seven and walking only one. Rob- 
erts, Jesse Sprague and Burns 
pitched for North Adams. 
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Ble Selectmen to Hoover: 


By Ellen G. Lahr 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — The Selectmen won’t form a 
study committee to review W. Scott 
Hoover’s plan for a rain forest conser- 
vatory until he finds some private prop- 
erty for his project. 

“It makes no sense to proceed until we 
have something substantive to deal 
with,” said Selectman Martin H. Deely 
last week. 


Donation needed 


Mary K. Bradbury, president of the 
Lee ‘Chamber of Commerce, said last 
week that three private landowners have 
come forward offering to sell property to 
Hoover, though he has said he needs a 


| donation of land. 


His $35 million conservatory project 


- received a lukewarm response from res- 


idents at an Aug. 13 presentation, when 
he was told that if he wants to build in 
Lee he’ll have to do it on private land. 

He had hoped to secure a piece of free 
town-owned property for his research, 
educational and tourist facility, plus free 
water and sewer connections. Only after 
it was made clear that no open space 
would be given to him did residents 
warm up to his idea, 

Now he must come up with a parcel of 
about 25 acres for his 58,000-square-foot 
project. 

Hoover said last week he was enthu- 
siastically pursuing a local site for his 
conservatory. If townspeople don’t want 
it on town land, he said, he’ll find pri- 


| vate property. 


“We've got a lot of positive support 
down there,” he said, although he ac- 
knowledged he went through “quite a 


First, find conservatory site 


grilling” in Lee. 

Hoover has promised the project will 
give Lee an economic boost and a year- 
round tourist attraction, and he has 
asked the town to provide free water, 
sewer and infrastructure. In return, he 
said, he’ll provide jobs and an educa- 
tional adjunct for the schools. The con- 
servatory will produce spinoff busi- 
nesses as well, he added. 

Since the meeting, town officials have 
raised some questions about his project. 

“TI have a hard time understanding 
how he can come and do this and he’s 
not putting any money up,” said Se- 
lectmen Chairman Diane P. Roosa. “It 
all seems too good.” 

She said she has no problem with the 
conservatory coming :to Lee, provided it 
is done privately. Even then, there is a 
risk involved, she said. 

“What if it doesn’t work out?” she 
asked. 

Deely said he, too, would “feel mdre 
comfortable if there were dollars in the 
bank — [Hoover’s] own or money that 
has been raised — so it would look like 
the first phase could go forward.” 

Deely said he understands Hoover’s 
efforts to obtain as much as possible for 
the project at no cost. But he also said 


HOOVER, continued on B3 
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